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During American involvement in World War |, Kansas Governor Arthur Capper kept thisfile of correspondence
on suspected German sympathizers and persons thought to be disloyal to the U.S. government. Such persons were
commonly referred to as "dackers.” The file includes letters from Kansas residents informing the governor of
suspected sympathizers or dissidents, letters from Governor Capper to accused residents, letters from accused
residents to the governor denying such charges, and |etters between the governor's office and various local and
federal agencies. Early and widespread, public opposition to American involvement in WWI gave way to fervent
patriotism and intolerance of dissent shortly after America entered the conflict in April of 1917. Several federal
initiatives under President Woodrow Wilson (such as the Committee on Public Information, the Espionage Act of
1917, and the Sedition Act of 1918) contributed to the domestic war hysteria and placed severe limits on
individual civil liberties.

Creator: Kansas. Governor (1915-1919: Capper)

Date: 1917-1918
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Karsas Corv— nd Monday in January
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SECOND DIVISION
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September,
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Font Scorr—First Mo 13 Mav and
second Monday in November,
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Topeka, Ransas.

Thi
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Deparetment of Instice.

Wnitea States Dttorney's Oxtice,

Aistrict of Lansus,

Tvansas CGity, Toans,

October 30th, 1918.

Arthur Capper,

1 acknowled

receipt of your favor of October

r. Robertson,

enclosing letter

This matter will receive prompt attention

this Department.

R J. MELLOTT,
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FIRST DIVISION 3
Kansas City—Second Monday in January Er;‘wﬂmﬂﬁ uf Jﬁﬁllf?
and first Monday in Ovetober. k)
Tepeka—Second Monday in April. by *
Leavenwarth —Second Monday in Octobes, ¢
lowe i o United States Attorney's Office
SECOND DIVISION 3 -
Wickita—Ssesnd Mondays in March and BDistrirt of Kansas
September,
THIRD DIVISION
Foat Seott —First Monday in May and sec-

ond Monday in Movember. !MW rg% W)
Decernber 5th, 1917.

Hon. Charles

H. Sessions,
Secretary to the Governor,

Topeka, Kansas.

* Charl ey.

I have yours of the fourth instant, con-

cerning Doe lMoore, of Pittsburg, I regret to say he did not
call at the office, and therefore I am writing him urging
a very full and detailed report upon the condition he re-
fers to. You will understand in these matters we do not
feel warranted in send ing out Government investigatore un-
less we have in advance sufficient information to warrant
ug in assuning that they will probably find when they do

go that the law has been violated in some way. There are
so many demands for this kind of work that we find it is
beolutely necessary to limit the sending out of men to
these cases where we know or have reason to believe in ad-
vance that the cage is meritorious. I have no doubt I will
soon hear from Mr, Hoore,

Respectfully yours,
7" A

7 rd ” / i o

United States Attorney.

oo urs
Ol W e
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