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198 SOMETHING ABOUT KANSAS.

settlement, and the census of 1870
shows a population nearly quadru-
pling that of the last decade. The
construction of the various branches
of the Pacific Railroad has led to the
development of a natural wealth
scarcely inferior to that of any other
State; and the reports of its rich soil
and favorable seasons, spread abroad
by writers and travellers who have
visited its broad plains, have created
so general a desire to share these lav-
ish bounties, that the tide of popula-
tion flowing in from all parts has
grown to one increasing flood.

And the productive capacities of
the soil would seem to fully justify the
expectations thus generally enter-
tained. At the Pomological Exposi-
tion held in Philadelphia in the fall
of 1869, the gold medal was awarded
to Kansas fruit- growers for the best
display of fruit in a collection gathered
from all parts of the Union, At every
agricultural fair held in Kansas during
last fall, the display of live - stock,

fruits, grains, and other farm products, -

elicited the highest encomiums from
visitors present from several ncigh-
boring States. Commissioner Ca-
pron’s report, published in January,
1870, shows that, with the. exception
of California, Kansas leads all the
other States in the yield to the acre of
wheat, rye, and barley: and in the
production of corn and oats it beats
all the other States in the Union. In
Irish potatoes Kansas stands fourth
upon the list—California yielding 165
bushels, Vermont 160, New Hamp-
shire 150, and Kansas 149 bushels to
the acre. In the yield of hay, thirty
States are included in the Commis-
sioner's report : lowa ranks first, 1.86
tons per acre; Missouri next, 1.77
tons; and then Kansas, 1.75 tons. On
this last head, a Kansas journal re-
marks : “ Perhaps, in no other pro-
duct does comparison do Kansas so
great injustice as in the yield of hay
per acre. To put prairie grass against
cultivated grasses is like comparing a
savage with a civilized being. When

[MAaRcH,

Kansas meadows shall be covered
with clover and other tame grasses,
the yield will be immensely increased
in weight per acre, and will place her
pre-eminently ahead of all other grass-
growing States.”

Thisshowing of the agricultural prop-
crties of Kansas soil must certainly
be regarded as satisfactory. The ques-
tion now is, what prospect awaits the
varied population who are pouring

‘into the State from all parts of the

carth? Political economists lay great
stress upon the fact that a community
cannot thrive by agricultural industry
alone. To raise grain fifteen hundred
miles from the seaboard and pay ruin-
ous freight charges for its transporta-
tion to-an Eastern market, and then
to import all the articles needed for
the household and the farm from the
distant manufacturing cities, isa prac-
tice which may be likened to burning
the candle at both ends. It reduces
the profits of the farmer and mate-
rially adds to his cost of living. The
value of a farm is measured by the
interest it will pay upon the capital
invested. Cheap land is no advan-
tage, if its remoteness from a market
so reduces the value of its products
that the capital and labor of the far-
mer will not pay him the same profit
that is derived by farmers in more
eligibly - situated States. ‘While every
article that he consumes comes to him
at such advanced rates, he finds the
discrimination against the products of
his industry exactly corresponding
with the cost of getting them to market.
It is true that the working of this law
is not yet felt to its full extent in Kan-
sas. As regards increase and expen-
diture, the present condition of that
State is abnormal. The industry of
the population of Kansas is not gen-
erally applied to producing value ;—
all aré crazy with the attractions of
speculation. Town -sites and fancy
building-lots offer more flattering pros- .
pects of money-making than the old
slow - going methods of useful indus-
try, Horace Greeley says that the
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those at which farm lands are offered
in Kansas, they make haste to buy.
Before long they find this cheapness
is only illusory. When to the price
of the land is added the cost of neces-
sary improvements—building a house,
sinking a well, fencing in, breaking
the prairie-sod, planting an orchard,
and so on —the difference of the cost
between improved and unimproved
land becomes less striking, The dis-
advantages above alluded to, of a re-
duced market for crops and an en-
hanced cost of living and labor, must
also be taken into consideration, And
when to this are added the discomforts
to a family of a pioneer life, separa-
tion from old friends and neighbors,
the present wantof schools and church
accommodation, and that gencral
rudeness of surrounding nature which
characterizes a new and uncultivated
country, it will be at once seen that
the land-secker should use due caution
before he makes his purchase,

" An immense immigration is now
setting in in the direction of the Osage
lands, which have recently been

* thrown open to settlement. On the
15th of July, 1870, Congress passed a
law providing for the purchase of these
lands from the Osages, and for their
removal to the Indian Territory ; and,
profiting by the lesson of the disas-
trous effects of past legislation, rigor-

ously excluded all chance of land

speculation, by restricting its sale in
portions not exceeding one hundred
and sixty acres, to actual settlers, at
the minimum price of one dollar and
twenty - five cents per acre. Six
months’ residence, with certain pre-
scribed improvements, are necessary
to establish a claim. This Indian
reservation is fifty miles wide, north
and south, and about two hundred
and forty miles in length, east and
west—embracing an arca of ncarly
eight million acres, Its eastern bound-
ary commences at Wilson and Mont-
gomery counties, and then, running
to the west line of the State, it takes
in the two southernmost tiers of coun-

ties. The soil of the eastern moiety
is described as deep and fertile; the
prairies smooth and undulating ; the
streams clear, rapid, and unfailing ;
and good timber is found along the
borders of these water-courses. The
advantages offered here for agriculture
and stock-raising are probably no-
where excelled —its proximity to the
great cattle sources of Texas and the
Cherokee lands rendering stock cattle
easily obtainable, and its mild winters
and vast pasture ranges affording
facilities for fattening these animals
with trifling care and less expense.
‘Whether so remote and isolated a
mode of life would suit 2 man accus-
tomed to the bustle and excitement
of large cities, is open to question.
But the improvement taking place
here promises soon to relieve this
region of its primitive dreariness. A
traveller writing from Cowley county
last spring, estimates the white inhab-
itants of that county at seven hundred,
or two persons to three square miles,
The Indians he found camped in the
timber along the Walnut river, with
their ponies, dogs, wigwams, and buf-
falo hides and meat — the sovercigns
of the soil and the terror of timid set-
tlers. They cultivated no land, erected
no houses, practised no industries,
studied no arts. Their few personal
wants were supplied by a small annu-
ity from Government, in addition to
what they could obtain by hunting,
begging, and stealing, But six months
of civilized industry has effected a won-
derful transformation. The county
was organized February 28th, 1870 ;
and a regular election was held May
2d, when a full sct of county officers
were elected. A small settlement
named Winfield was selected as the
county seat. During the summer and
fall, its population rapidly increased,
and now it is supposed to contain
three thousand inhabitants. One
thousand dwellings have been built,
three towns incorporated, three post-
offices established, and half a dozen
school-houses erected ; a tri-weckly
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line of stages are now running, and
half a dozen mills are in operation.
Three thousand acres of prairie land
were broken last spring, upon one-
half of which good crops were raised.
Farming is highly profitable, as the
demand for breadstuffs far exceeds
the supply. While in the older settled
portions of the State, corn was selling
last fall for from twenty-five to forty
cents per bushel, its price in the more
southern counties, where population
is sparse and the flow of immigration
most rapid, was one dollar and a half
a bushel.

This rapid settlement is mainly due
to the exclusion of railroad monope-
lies and greedy land-speculators, A
hardy and industrious settler can here
find an ample farm within his means
of purchase; and what future en-
hancement of values results from
increased population, serves to reward
him for the privations and exposure
of his early years. A prosperous con-
dition of a hardy yeomanry, whosc
industry is devoted to spreading the
arca of civilization and adding to our
national wealth, is certainly evidence
of a more bencficent spirit of legisla-
tion than in endowing with princely
grants powerful corporations, who use
the means thus conferred upon them
to degrade the cultivators of their
domain into vassals, and accumulate
private fortunes out of their labors
which are inimical to the best interests
of socicty.

This much for the farming commu-
nity. A consideration of no less
interest is, what advantages are offered
by Kansas to our vast city population,
many of whom have perhaps even
greater necd of betaking themsclves
to the growing West, to escape the
crowds and the competition, and the
unceasing strife with capital, which
render their skill and labor at present
of but little avail? The city and
town folks of Kansas are fully alive
to the necessity of building up a
varied manufacturing industry, as
well to afford inducements to skilled

mechanics to settle amongst them as
to insure the permanent prosperity of
their State, The city council of
Leavenworth passed a resolution last
spring to pay an annual royalty of
three per cent. upon all sums exceed-
ing §10,000, which shall be devoted
in that city to certain specified
branches of manufacture. One hun-
dred and six firms in Leavenworth
pay tax as manufacturers, and the
product of their industry for the last
twelve months is set down as exceed-
ing $2,000,000. One iron foundry and
machine - shop there, which started as
a mere germ thirteen years ago, now
affords employment to two hundred
hands. Lawrence has aniron foundry
which turns out several tons of cast-
ings daily;. Fort Scott has another,
and also a woollen mill; and in
Franklin county is a velvet factory
(the only one in the United States)
where velvet ribbons are woven by
French experts, fully equal in finish
to the imported article, But yet it
may be roundly asserted that manu-
factures do not exist in Kansas,
Almost every paper published in the
State sends forth an appeal for some
needed mechanic to go and practice
his industry in some locality men-
tioned. A colony from Western New
York, settled in Marshall county, have
a water-power second only to that of
Lowell; and they are clamorous to
have cotton and woollen mills driven
by their streams. In one place a
blacksmith is wanted, in another a
cooper, and in a third perhaps a brick-
maker. And to show the earnestness
of these citizens in their demand, a
town -site is offered free, and work
cnough guaranteed to keep the trades-
man busy for a whole season.

The natural facilities for a manu-
facturing industry in Kansas lie
around in profusion. The supply of
coal is pronounced by geologists inex-
haustible ; the finest timber—such as
oak, hickory, and black-walnut—
borders its numerous streams; cotton
is successfully cultivated there; the
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pastures for wool-raising are illimit-
able; and the salt springs of Western
Kansas and Southern Nebraska are
pronounced “several degrees stronger
than the brine at Syracuse,” To
these may be added an extended rail-
way system, growing daily, and a
water-carriage upon the Missouri
river reaching from one end of the
continent to the other, Still, notwith-
standing these inestimable advan-
tages, the people of Kansas are almost
entirely dependent upon the more
Eastern States for manufactured
articles. A Leavenworth packing-
house last fall slaughtered three hun-
dred beeves daily: the hides were
sent to Buffalo to be tanned; the bar-
rels in which the beef was packed
were made in Indianapolis; the salt
which cured it came from Liverpool
and Saginaw. Their superb black-
walnut logs are shipped East, and
chairs and other cabinet-ware are
imported from Philadelphia and Cin-
cinnati. Vitreous sand is found in
Missouri, and pebble-rock abounds
in Kansas; yet their window-glass is
sent to them from Pittsburgh. TFire-
brick comes to them from Phila-
delphia, while the best of fire-clay is
thrown out of the Leavenworth coal-
shaft as useless. Struck with these
glaring anomalies, the writer inquired
of a Leavenworth hide-dealer why
so ruinous a practice was persisted in,
His answer affords a sample of the
loose ideas of political economy which
prevail in the minds of some of the
Kansas people:

“With regard to my business,”
said this tradesman, “tanning is a
cheaper process in Buffalo than we

could make it here, and railroad.

freights do not make up the differ-
ence.”

 But in what respect cheaper?” I
queried.

“We have n't got the bark.”

«[I replied: * The Pittsburgh glass
manufacturers obtain their sand from
Missouri, and yet send their window-
glass to you. Having to fetch the

materials from a distance does not
seem a bar to native industry with
them.”

“Wages are cheaper in the Last,”
persisted my interlocutor; and thus
clinched the argument.

It is a standing charge against the
‘Western people that they do not prac-
tice economy. Yankee thrift is held
by them in supreme contempt. Their
rate of profits is based on a mag-
nificent scale. Passenger fares, freight
charges, hotel rates, tradesmen's
profits, are all at least double those
that prevail east of the Mississippi
river, A party of “ the solid men of
Boston " visited California last spring,
and the citizens of the Golden State
made sport of their old -fogy penuri-
ousness. Upon this a San Francisco
paper read its rcaders a useful lesson.
« This party of visitors from the East,"
said the editor, “ represent one hun-
dred and fifty millions of capital. A
number of our citizens are disposed
to make sport of them because their
prodigality does not keep pace with
their wealth. Poor Richard's maxim
of taking care of the pence, is a prac-
tice which first set these men on the
road to fortune, and it is one which a
number of our people would do well
to heed. While these Boston capital-
ists are scrupulously exact in their
dealings, and in their trifling expendi-
tures take account of the last cent,
their words are good on 'Change for
millions. Many in this community
who find it a hard task to meet their
obligations, in their daily dealings
with tradesmen regard a dime or a
half-dime as beneath their notice. A
small leak in time will sink a big
ship.”

Kansas is a young State, and its
citizens are ambitious to show the
world what they can do in population

as well as in agricultural products..

Lvery town and city in the State is
straining every nerve to increase its
population. They are continually in-
quiring through their newspapers why
they cannot have manufactures estab-
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