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| “Great State of Kansas.”

“ Theﬁraaiesthﬁit, Stack and Grain Countryinthe World,
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SECOND EDITION. - - ENLARGED AND REVISED. 9&\1 . |
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PUBLISHED BY THE KANSAS PUBLISHING COMPANY, b
LAWRENCEKANSAS. S

1870. h

gL ) 4 LATE MAP OF KANSAS ACCOMPANIES EACH BOOK, SHOWING COUN- 1-
fe TIES, CITIES, TOWNS, RIVERS, RAILROADS COMPLETED, RAIL- : i
ROADS IN PROGRESS, &c., &0. ALSO, A BEAUTIFUL ENGRAYV-
ING OF KANSAS FRUITS, AS THEY APPEARED IN ] ‘
PEILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 15, 1860; 26 STATES
COMPETING, AND KANSAS AWARDED
THE GREAT GOLD MEDAL.

- -

Price BO Cents.

Address, TEE EANSAS PUBLISHING COMPANY,
i ~ LAWRENCE, KANSAS.
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FREE HOMESTEADS

IN THE

GARDEN OF THE WORLD.

Everything indicates that immigra-
tion to the United States, and from the
older States tothe new States of the Far
West, will be greater the coming sea-
son than ever before. Hard times in
Europe and the Eastern States are be-

- ginning to be felt by the poorer classes,

and many thousands will be driven by
the need of labor to seek localities
where labor is plenty, living cheap,
and homes free. ALL SUCH WE INVITE
to Kansas. Here labor is in demand,;
here living is cheap; here homes are
free. The homestead act throws open
to settlers thousands of acres of unoc-
cupied land in Kansas—a gift from the
Government to the poor. No OTHER
COUNTRY UNDER THE SUN OFFERS SUCH
INDUCEMENTS TO THE TOILING MASSES,
and enables all her citizens, ‘‘ without
money and without price,” to become

independent lords of the soil.

Under the homestead law, a farm is within the reach of the
humblest citizen. KANSAS OFFERS TO-DAY THE MOST
INVITING FIELD OF LABOR OPEN TO INDUSTRY, and
we invite all who can to come and enjoy it with us.
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The Great State of Kansas.

KANSAS.

Kansas is one of the youngest and largest States in
the Union. It was admitted as a State January 29th,
1861, with a population of 107,000, which is now esti-
mated at 400,000, and increasing very rapidly. The
State embraces an area of nearly 57,000,000 acres of
land, of which, according to the authorities of the Gen-
eral Land Office, about 40,000,000 are yet uunsold and
open to settlement. |

No Statein this Union has abrighter future than Kan-
sas. Tt was settled by a different class of persons from
that of any other new State. The contending elements
of slavery and anti-slavery brought to our Territory
only a class of minds the most fearless, determined and
energetic. The conflict was so terrible that none but
the best class of minds could endure to the end. Tt has
all passed, and leaves those minds, made purer by the
conflict, to develop ouryoung State, until she is fast be-
coming ¢he State of the Union. From 1855 until 1860
the war for slavery was waged, but the glorious old
Free State banner triumphed. One year of severe
drouth followed. Then commenced the four-years’ war

‘of the rebellion, when our people suffered by the sword

and torch as few others suffered. After passing through
all these things we still have half a million people with-
in our border; princely dwellings, bearing orchards and
fields of wheat that lead one to think of the ocean as it
waves. We have farms, in all their appurtenances,
vieing with the richest fields of the East; but still we
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dians, leaving the actual population of California at {
that date, only 442,091. Kansas was settled in 1855,
though emigration did not really set in until 1856. In
1867, we had a population of something over 300,000.
The population of Kansas nearly doubles that of our
sister State, Nebraska, which was opened for setilement
at the same time. Notwithstanding we have gone
through a civil war, and furnished a greater number of
goldiers in proportion to our population than any other
8 State in the Union, our growth is without a parallel in
the history of the United States. When the census is ;
taken in 1870, the population of Kansas will be about J
450,000. A very fair exhibit for a young State just .
emerging from war and famine. 1In 1810, the great com- -
monwealth of Tllinois contained a population of 12,282.
In 1840, thirty years afterward, it was only 476,133.
Lllinois was fifty years in acquiring « population of
; 500,000. The population of Kansas will reach that
g X number within fifteen years from the time actual settle-
ment commenced. :
Kansas is moving forward with a firm tread to her i
great destiny. Population is rapidly increasing. The ' ‘

e B

B T N

avenues of travel are crowded. The hotels are full.
Every tenement in town and country, that affords a
shelter, is occupied to its nutmost capacity. Farm lands
and city property are rapidly appreciating in value.
The increase is an hundred fold, and even more, in a
& | 4 single year, and, in some cases, in a single month.
Inducements are held out to men of large means, but
especially to men of small means, such as no old coun-
' w  ftycan offer. In a few years, Galveston, on the Gulf
of Mexico, will be as near the heart of Kansas as New
York and Boston are to the counties of Ohio and Indi-
ana. Pine lumber will soon be as accessible to the
‘prairies of Kansas, as Michigan lumber to Illinois.
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Kansas is no longer a border State. It is in the very
heart of the great republic, and possesses boundless
résources. It is destined to be the home of a great,
rich and happy people, provided virtue and religion
keep pace with the increase of population and wealth.

We find the following in a pamphlet, briefly setting
forth the resources of Kansas, published by authority:

CLIMATE,

The climate of Kansas is, without exception, the most
desirable in the United States—it is better than that
even of the same latitude, east of the Mississippi river.

The winters are short, dry and pleasant, with but
little rain or snow. The grass is green in the forests
and on the prairies until midwinter. And very often
herds of horses, mules and cattle roam at large during
the entire winter, without any additional feed or care.

At the close of February, we are reminded by a sofg
gﬁnﬂe breeze from the south, that winter is gone; an
the grand prairies, interspersed with ev_ergnvariet of
flowers, and dotted by numerous herds of fine stock, or
perhaps a train of emigrants wending their way in
search of new homes, assume their usual green robes of
carpet, and present a scene of superb grandeur.

uring the summer, there is always a cool, refﬁeshiﬁ?g

breeze, which makes even the hottest days and nig
pleaagxﬂ: and*delighiful. :

% * * ®
 Since the year 1860, the State has been blessed with
an abundance of rain; and the average yield of crops

has been e%ually as great as that of other States. The

oldest inhabitants universally agree that the drouth of

1860 was the only one of any consequence that ever

visited Kansas. : ,
SOIL.

The soil is rich, deep and fertile; in the valleys ex-
tending to the depth of four feet, and resting upon a
clay subsoil, and upon the table-lands and broad prai-
ries, to the depth of from one to three feet, resting on a
subsoil composed of clag' and sand. The richness of
the soil is demonstrated by the Tuxuriant growth of
prairie grass which is yearly produced.
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SOHOOLS.

No new State affords better facilities for educating
ther children than the State of Kansas. By act of Con-
gress, sections sixteen and thirty-six in each township
were donated to the State for the use‘of common schools;
seventy-two seetions for the use and suppor? of a State
University, and seventy-two sections for other educa-
tional purposes. Through the energy and efficiency of
the State superintendent, a thorough and complete
organization of common schools has been perfected
throughout the State, so that at present the children of
no district are deprived of educational privileges.

RIVERS.

Kansas River—The Kansas river is the largest in the
State, and one of the most beautiful streams of water
in the West. It is formed by the junction of the Re-
publican and Smoky Hill, near Junction City, in_the
central part of the State, and"flows in an easterly direc-
tion, for a distance of one hundred and Afifty miles,
through a rich, fertile valley, from three to seven miles
in width, and empties into the Missouri river at Wyan-
dotte City, the eastern terminus of the Kansas Pacific
Railway.

Repglican.——The Republican river comes down from
Colorado, through the northwestern portion of the State,
coursing in a southeasterly direction, through a rich,
wild region of country, for a distance of over three
hundred miles. al :

Smoky Hill—The Smoky Hill derives its source from
the confluence of several smaller streams in the eastern
part of Colorado, and flows to the east through the
central part of the State, to its junction with the ub-
lican. Along the rich valley of this river, a daily line
of stage coaches passes, from the western terminus of
the Kansas Pacific Railway to Denver City.

Neosho.—The Neosho river rises near the center of
the State, and flows to the southeast, through a rich
gricnlmral and stock-growing country, emptying into

jrand river near the southeast corner of Kansas. The
Neosho valley is from three to seven miles in width,
and contains some of the most beautiful, rich and de-
girable lands in the State.

Arkansas—The Arkansas river, collecting the snows

of the Rocky Mountains, flows in an easterly direction,
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engaged in this important enterprise. The plague and
other contagious diseases 80 prevalent among stock in
other States, are never known in Kansas, except when
occasionally brought with herds from abroad.

“Wool growing is rapidly becoming one of the most
extensive and profitable branches of industry. During
the present year, large herds of sheep have been driven
to the State from Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois and
Towa, while arrangements have been made for bringing
many more during the ensuing year. The facilities for
raising cafttle are equally great, and the business is
fully as profitable as that of growing wool. The fine
herds of cattle and horses owned by the Indians in
Southern Kansas and the Indian Territory, feeding on
the prairies the entire winter, prove conclusively that
Kansas, as a stock-raising State, is unsurpassed.

Tn the central and western portions of the State, mil-
lions of buffalo, deer and antelope roam upon the bound-
less prairies, supported during the winter by a fine
delicate grass cured into hay. Where these wild animals
subsist, there can be no difficulty in raising domestic
stock, since fifty sheep or five English cattle can be
supported on what would be necessary for the sustenance
of one buffalo.

The State also abounds in a great variety of other
wild game, such as bears, wolves, wild cats, raccoons,
rabbits, otter, minks, beaver, muskrats, prairie chickens,
turkeys, geese, ducks, pigeons, quails, &c.

The Junction City Register says:

« Nature has clothed the prairies of Kansas with the
most luxuriant and nutritious grasses, which have from
time immemorial afforded summer and winter subsist-
ance to innumerable herds of ‘buffalo ; soon the wild
bovines must give place to the atient ox and golden-
footed sheep. This has already become one of the
greatest beef-producing States of the Republic, and will,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/212552 ~ Page 13/6
: ! . 5
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical gS.ociety ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Kansasassheis

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

13

‘L’ within a few years, take the first rank for the production
of both beef and wool. Cattle and sheep thrive wonder-

_fully npon the native grasses, the prairies yield from
one to three tons per acre, and make as good hay as the
cultivated varieties, if cut at the righttime and properly
cared. The good people of the older States, who are
under the necessity of stabling and feeding their cattle
from five to seven months, can hard.lﬁ realize with what
ease and how little expenditure of either labor or money,
cattle can be raised here, where they are never stabled
and require so little care. 'When our cattle are fattened
—wholly upon the native grasses—they are transported
to the great cattle market of Chicago, at an expense of
five dollars a head. Of the fifty mi%lion acres within the
State covered by this lnxuriant growth of grass, at least
forty million acres are practically untrod from one year’s
end to the other by grazing animals, this immense
growth of nutritious herbage going to utter waste in the
autumnal fires. ;

“ Can you imagine millions of acres of the finest pastur-
age, unclosed and unoccupied, which any one can avail
himself of, rent free, if he only has the capital necessary
to purchase the cattle to convert this grass into beef.

P L Estimating the-value of this grass at only two dollars
n per acre, fully eight& million dollars’ worth of a food-
producing element that is readily utilized, yearly goes
to waste. There can be no more safe or profitable
investment of capital, than Kansas offers to those who

will engage in the production of beef and wool.”

SHEEP RAISING.

Kansas yields the palm tono State in respect to sheep
raising. Its advantages are so great, in comparison
with more northern States, that they attract the attention
of the wool-growing interest all over the North. The
mildness of the climate, the early, sunny spring, and

1 the little winter feed necessary, give Kansas advantages
that Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan do not
_possess. With equal flocks, sheep raising is fifty per
cent. more profitable in Kansas than in more northern
atitludes. There is no other business that pays better.
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The grazing lands coveran area of 20,400 square miles;
or 13,056,000 acres. ;

Swamp lands and mountain ranges do not existin the
State. The very small portion og-ste_ rile lands may be
reclaimed by fruit trees and irrigation.

The area of timber land is 4,000 square miles, or
2,660,000 acres.

Kansas has at present 19 cities of first and second-
class, and 297 towns. ;

The aggregate length of railroads com leted, is 744
miles ; in progress o construction, 285 miles ; and pro-
jected 587 miles. Of the roads now in progress of con-
struction, at least 100 miles will be compieted by the 1st
of January next.

Across the Missouri river at Leavenworth, the build-
ing of a railroad bridge, of iron substructure and super-
structure, is in progress; and to be completed next
s . |

The educational interests of Kansas are in a most

ﬂourishinf condition. There are 1,472 school districts 1%
0

number of white persons of school age, 71,160 ; number
of colored ditto, 4,900 ; number of persons enrolled in
publicschools, 45,140, of whom 1,940 are colored children;

number of pupils in other than public schools, 2,160;

number of male teachers, 746; of female teachers, 854 ;
amount paid for teacher's wages, $203,878.54 ; number
of school houses, 953 ; value o same, $813,062.76 ; total
Productive school fund, $518,813.79.

Besides the public schools, Kansas has five universi-
ties, four colleges, two institutes, on seminary, one
normal school and two asylums.

During the past year no new discoveries of minerals of
any importance have been made. There are beds of
iron in the sandstone in Central Kansas, and extensive
beds of the same are probably found in the western
portions of the State. Kaolin has recently been dis-
covered near Sheridan. Brown coal or lignite is mined
on the Smoky Hill and its tributaries, and used as fuel
by the Kansas Pacific Railway Company. In the
eastern counties coal is now mined to a considerable
extent, and is found in large quantity and of superior
guahty. _The Leayenworth Coal Company in shafting
for coal, discovered a stratum of marble over twelve feet
in thickness, and of a composition more indestructible

~ than Italian marble,
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The climate of Kansas has undergone vast changes.
Hvery year there has been a noted increase of the fall of
rains. Theseremarkable changeahave, unquestionably,
been brought about by the cultivation of the soiland the
planting of forest trees and orchards. The forests are
increasing instead of diminishing.

The crops of the past year have been, by far, the most
abundant ever raised in sas—notably of wheat, corn,
oats, barley, potatoes and fruit : there will be a large
gurplus for exportation. In Doniphan, Leavenworth,
Douglas and Riley counties, there are large vineyards,
and considerable attention is paid to wine making.

KANSAS OFFERS INDUCEMENTS TO IMMIGRANTS.

An Act to encourage the growth of foresttrees. Approved
February 15, 1866. -

SporionN 1. Every person planting one acre 6fpraixie

Jand, within ten years after the passage of this act, with

any kind of forest trees, and successfully growing and
cuitivating the same for three years, or one half-mile or
more of forest trees along any public highway, said trees
to be so planted as to stand at the end of said three
years, not more than one rod apart, shall be entitled to
receive for twenty-five years, commencing three years
after said grove or line of trees has been planted, an
annual bounty of two dollars per acre, for each acre go
lanted, and two dollars for one half-mile so planted, to
Ee paid out of the treasury of the county in which said
ove or line of trees may be sitnated. The bounty to
%:a paid so long as said grove or trees are cultivated and
ke%t] alive and in growing condition. _
at the county assessor shall not assess lands ﬁ)‘lantqd.
and encumbered with forest trees, any higher than the
lands adjoining, on account of the said lands being so
encumbered. : : ~ o
An Act to encourage the growing of hedges and building
of stone fences. Approved ngzwy%& 1867,
Sgorroy 2. That any person planting an Osage or
hawthorn fence, or who shall build of stene a fence of
the height of four and one-half feet, around any field,
within ten years from the passage of this act, success-
fully growing and cultivating the same, or. keeping up
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