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rode out to the Rev. Johmson's home and there found his body lying in the
hallway, where he had been shot by one of J. B. Swain's Company belonging

o the 15th fsncas; nsne un¥nown. 'The family reported that sfome one had
mogked upon the door aund Uncle Tommy went to the door to admis him and a8
he opsned the door, the unkncwn fired upon him and he faoll o the floor,
expiring in a2 Tew :3:1:.19.!:";-.. It was a foul and comardly murder. Tncle Tommy
Tohmson was & Union men. s friondly talk with ¥r. Houok and myself time
and again #as for tha success of our Armies snd for the glory of the old flmg.
T knaw his son Alesxander Johnson and Will Johnson, in fast every membar of
the family. The o214 mission wast of Westport where Alexander Fohnson lived
at tha time of th=a dsath of his father was familiar ground to me. HNsarly
avery party menitioned in this story of Fansas before the war, are men with
whom, T have had persosal asguaintance. But enough of this.

¥ith %ind regarde, I remain,
Yours truly,
H. E, Palmer.

¥38. Dept., X. 8. H. 8.
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"Phomas Johnson was & very large man but in good proportion. It required
a good horee to carry him and as distried superintendent he was in the seddle
much of the time visiting the different missions emd frontler churches. In his
saddle bags he ecommonly caorrisd a supply of blue grags seed with which he is
credited with having started ths growth of that varlety in eastern Keusas. He
operated a model farm at ihe ¥ission, us wus doubtless required Yty the Covern-~
ment, and one of his pet aversicns wes to weeds In fence cormers. He intro-
dused many new wvaristies of irees, frults and vegetables frop the Eanat and
tried unsacosssfully %o transplani the mountein lsurel and other Virginis
wild flowars from his native Shenendoehs.”

“He was venerated by the Tndisne because of his impressive size and
dignity and becsuse he kmew how to treat with them. Two of my uncles were once
eaptured far out west by = band of plains Indiena. The latter were apparently
debuting smong themselves as to dlsposition of the eaptives when one of the
band looked them over carefully and spresding out his arms in a wide cirele
said with & grunt 'Big Johnson'? Ths boys wers glad o confirm thelr parsntage
and were sent on their way with presents. Incidentally, 2lthough such treat-
ment was well enough s tha gesture of s chief, it 41d not conflict with the
well established Iniian dootrine that proparty hnd to bes protecied To he re-
tained since only a Pew nighta later the prosonts wers purloined, presumably
b7 mamhara of tha aame bmnd.

#mhras of his sons wera azmed for Aistinguished pionsor Mothodist preachers
af Hianouri: Alexandar Souls, Andrew Monrns and Villiam Mo¥endree and the
denomination held him in hish astesn boesuns he had gnined for the Church the
sontrast with the Covernment o conduct the manual labor sshool in eonnection
with ths miasion.

"Thass pionmar preachars wars a dsvebed bamd *truly sonsacrated® Lo the
gauss., Their annual compensation ranged from forty o ons hundred dollars

and mueh of that was returned in church collection boxes. They were as much
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in the saddle as the pioneer doctor and were hardy frontiersmen. They lived
prineipally on the hospitality of their widely separated congregations and the
¥ission was a haven. When they were 11l or worn out they convaleseed there
and sometimes sorely tried the patience of my grandmother who, besides being
a consistent Christian, was a thrifty housekeeper and manager as well.
"Although born in Welson County, Virginis, my grandfather came to Howard
County, Missouri, in 1824 with his father, Clabourn Johnston, who had agquired
land as a Revolutionary soldier. Thomas Johnson (he and his brothers dropped
the *t' in the family name for some unknown reason) was a Missouriamn first
and when the State failed to cecesde he maintained his allegiance to the United
States and freed what slaves he had, although most of them refused to leave
and remained with him as part of the family. In the dark times of the war
period he entered into a solemn compact with one of these darkies, who was
about the same age as himself, that whichever one survived the other would look
after the family of the deceased. The lot fell to 'Uncle Jeck! who faithfully
did his part until the childrem were grown and scattered. Then, since his own
family had likewise disappeared and he was growing old and reminiscent of his
first wife and children back im Virginia from whom he had been sold as a young
man, some of my aunts made inguiries, found that the first wife and others of
his femily were still intact in the original habita®t, and so shipped 'Uncle
Jack' back to them, where he lived the rest of his life in great content.
"There was one field negro who was a bad lot and had caused trouble even
before the war. When the family left the Mission about the begianing of the
war and settled on a farm where Thirty-fifth Street and Agnes Avenue is now,
there was one day a warning that Jemnison was on one of his raids over the
border. The best stock was secreted in a favorable spot on the farm and

other valuables were hurriedly placed in hiding. ZEventually the raiders arrived

www.kansasmemory.org/item/212520 ~ Page 423/449
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Annals of Shawnee Methodist Mission and Indian Manual Labor School

407

end on information furnished by the negro mentioned proceeded to round up the
selected live stock, which together with a good many wagon-loads of farm
produce and household goods, were confiscated and moved across the line.
S4milar raids were also made by GUuantrell's bushwhackers. /s was well under-
stood at the time, these raiders from both sides adopted military allesgiance
primarilly as a eloak for robbery.

Of course these femily legends have little histerieal walue excepting
as they furnish some of the background.”

James Anderson to Eirke Mechem, May 12, 1938, ¥.S5.E.S.
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June 17, 1907

J« Spencer

Dear Friend & Brother,

I ve delayed writing on account of mot feeling well

But will give you all the information I can.

Our Log Chureh wes torn down by the Union Soldiers and used as a Qorral
for the Cavalry horses but what went with the logs after that I do not kmow.

The South Hethodist Built a Brick in Shewnee epnd ell I know is 5. H.
Corpatzer had the most money im the building and after the Shawnees came
south he had it torn down and sold the brick to a German in town. It was
condemned on account of Fort holes in the Wall I was told

They were made I guess for some purpose during the war. Our people did
their worshiping a% the homes of the members end such good old times they did
have praising Cod.

Cur Southern Brothers were not allowed to preach.

Brother Bolea was ordersd about like a common scldier. But he told the
officers he was not a fighting man end if they wanted him to shoulder a Gun
they had to send a man to hold it for him, So he went along ms Coock but doat
think he steyed very lonmg. He wes a good men and is now with the happy
throng in heaven.

1 am &8 ever
Your Friend & Sister
¥rs. Sallie Gore.

Indfans, Shawnee, 355 Dept., K. 8. H. S,
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Shawnee (Methodist) Mission, was founded about the yeer A. D. 1830, by
the Hethodist church, after it had tried the exporiment of sending Missionaries
to the different Indian tribes which proved weak and ineffective; hence the
establishment of these the largest M¥issiom bulldings ever established in the
West; the Covermment and the M. E. Churech paying im equal proportions for the
erection of the buildings, end sach annually paying §7,500 for its support, under
the management of Rev. Thomas Johnson--the ehildren of several different tribes
attending. The brick boarding house, {Mr. Barnard's Residence) was built in
'39, and the sckool building commenced in '40. The school was conducted on
the manual labor plan, the farm consisting of nearly four seetions of land
of whieh about five hundred acres was in cultivation. It is extensively
known as the "Johnson H¥ission."™ The excellent flowing Springs here, still
afford a convenient watering place for teams passing along the road.

Atlas ¥ap of Johnson County, Kenses, by E. F. Heisler & Co., 1874,

p. 86.
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Rosedale, Kans. R.F.D. #5, Box 252
July 29th, 1912.
Geo. %. Hartin,
Topeka, Kan.
Friend ¥artin--

In complianece with request from you some time since to locate the site
of the old Wethodist Mission founded by my father im 1829: in compeny with
¥r. Heisler, editor of the Ksnsas City, Ken., Sun, Col. Edward Haren and Mr.
Luke Baboosk, we mede the trip. We had mo trouble in finding the spot. Nr.
Babeock had lived continmally in this spot since 1857, and a great portion
of that time patronized a blacksmith shop located on the sume ground. I
vieited the place some thirty years ago with Mr. Steve Ferkins {now dead},
who lived on adjolming land. The location coincides with my recollections
of the place at that time, the timber was still standing and the old foundations
could be traced. It is now & wheat field. This place eo far as I know was
the beginning of eivilization in Kanssas and I think should be marked in a
suitable manner.

Location of NMethodist Miselon.

Founded in 1829 by Hev. Thomes Johnson, on land owned at this time by
G. Partumer, N. E. 1/4 of 5. ¥W. 1/4 -24 -11 -24, Wyandotte county Xensas,
185 steps north of Partumer's south line. A line drawn from the Glascock
Sanitarium, running bLetween the Turner Elevator =nd its smoke stack would
pass over the site, marked by a pile of rocks with an iron rod driven down
the center. This rod is ebout 3/4 inch thiek and about 5 fest long, about
3 feet in the ground.

Hoping this will prove satisfactory to you, I remain

Yours ete.,
%m. Johnson.

Indians, Shawnee, X. 5. H. 5., ¥5S. Devt.
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fijnkelville West St. Louls,

oes. 220 1884
Dear Sir,

Your's of the 14%D inst. was duly received, and I now attempt e
reply.

1 spent one year at the "¥snual Labor Sehool,” loeated ebout 7 miles
from the site of Kansas City, in 1839 & 40.

The plan contemplated instruction in Agriculture and several Hechanisal
branches, in addition to lettera: iAnd was for the benefit of the childrem of
five small tridbes that had been removed by the Covernment, weei of Kisscuri.

Thers are yet living two of the men who were long, sctively engaged
in the Indisn work;--Jerome C. Barrymen (Rev.) once ¥issionary to the
Zickapcos: 4ind after the Indien Wission Conference, of the Methodist E. I
Oturch, South, was organized in 1848, was Superintendent of our whole work
down to Red River.

Another veteran of the Indien work, Rev. Learmer B. Stateler, now
lives in Helena, Hontena Territory.

The Life of Rev. ¥m. Fatton is published by logan D, Dameron, St. Louis.

I imow not that I have amy historisal publisations or pamphlets that
would be of service to you, unless it might be, Dr. ¥oinally's "Hiatory of
Yethodlsm in Missouri,”--published also by Dameron, 913 Pine S%., S5t. Louis.

Please secept the copy of the "Life of Jesse Green, which I forward

herewith.
Very Respectfully Your's

Rev. Wesley Browning

ey 4 : <
W3S . Sept.. E. S, H. 3.
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Aug. 7, 1907

Rev. J. Spenser

Dear Priend and Brother

I resceived your letter about a month ago dated 1 of this month I

went to VinetaiOkla.] soon after to see a cousin of mine MNrs. Nancy Blackfeather
who lost her Companion last Tebruary and is living alone having no children.

She went to the Hission to schocl long before I did she is about the
oldest Indian living of our tribe of either sex.

Our people are fast leaving this world for their Happy hunting ground.

I asked her about the Loom House.

¥hen she was at the Kisaion the Loom was kept over the Dining room
I cant tell which of the rooms for there were several. ¥#e always called
that house the Boarding house.

After T went the Loom was over im ¥r Johnson's Bullding as the larger
girls were taught to weave.

That is about all I can find out on that line

BT e Rl gt i L e e S S T e

Your Priend and Sister
¥rs Sallle Core

Indians, Shawnees, M5S. Dept., K. 3. H. 8.
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Slater Juns 26, 07

Hon. Geo. ¥. ¥artin

I send you today plat of the Shawnee iission also one for Hr.

Connelley.
As stated in former letter the accuracy ¢an be vouched for, so far

of bdgs
as to loecation & size , Of course I maan approximate acourasy. I

think this one of the most valuable of our documents. Can I have a out
pade from it? 1 may wish one some time.
With best wishes,
Yours
J . Spencer

¥SS. Dept., E. S. E. 8.
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Fosedale Eam R F D §5 July 1§ 1907

Geo W Hartin

Topeksa Xen
Dear 3ir

In answer to yours of the gtn I would state that none of the

plages that you mention were in the area of the plat excepting the shoe
shop. This was in one of the rooms of ome of the bnildings. The brick
yard was soutlh] of the mill the cemetery east of the wagon ghop
the farmers house (original mission building freme duilt by the ¥ ¥
Chureh bafore the U % Government took hold) south east of cemetery)
There was also a very large barn west of the mill. 4this barn hed
a threshing floor in the center about 60 feet square where we used to
tramp out the grain with horses.

Very Respt

W ¥ Johnson
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Plat of Shewmee Mission grounds, Johnson County, EKensas,

Topeka, Kansas, August 6, 1%08.

Hon. Geo. W. Martin,
Seeretary Historical Scelety,
City.
¥y dear Sir:

I enclose you blue print showing the original locations of all
the buildings in Shewnes ¥ission before they were destroyed.

This information wes furnished me by Kr. W. M. J'chneau.lwho lives
in Shawnes ¥iseion at the present time. He is e brother of our former
townsman, Col. A. S, Jobnson.

As this goes back to 1855 I thought possibly you wmould like to file
this plat in the archives of the State, a8 it may at sonme tize come in
gonvenient for reference to know where all the old buildings origimally
stood. Only a few are left, and I hope some day some of our legislators
will introduce & bill for an appropriation to bﬁ:,r theas buildings and have
them put under the oustodianship of the State, sspecially the one where
the legislature at one time set.

I have ssnt ths tracing to Hr. Johnson.

Eindly acknowledge receipt.
Yours truly,
J+ M. Meads
Engineer E. 8. D. (Atehison, Topeka &

Santa Fe Railroad)

C. W7,
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SEEINC THE SHAWNEE NISSION WITH A MAN ¥HO WENT TO SCHOOL

THERE.

There will be dancing next summer im the chapel room of the old
Shawnee Mission that is now close in to Kemsas City; where once the Indian
boys and girls sat, the boys in the morth half of the room, the girls in
the south, young men and women who never saw an Indian in their lives will.
trip the lulu~-fado, if it happens %o survive %ill then.

At thought of which ¥illiem ¥. Johmson, son of the founder, now within
an easy rifle shot of the sturdy old brick bulldings, with their low Southern
gables, smiles somewhat guizically. He is 2 little sorry that the scheme
he had for buying the old building for the D, A, R. was sidetracked two
years ago by a drmtgﬁt. but--well-a-day, dancing's all right enough, snd
there wee more than one shy sileat Indian girl in the 0ld days who would
have liked immensely to have danced in the big room.

There was the quiet, bashful half-blood girl, 13 yeers old, who lived
in the Rev. Thomas Johnson's house in those old times, and spent much time
in her room and at last they discoversd her, quite by herself, dancing and
snapping her fingers in an abandonment of delight keeping time %o an Indian
danee she had learned in some far-off encampment.

For they oame from a long way off, those Indien boys and girls. Some
from as far eway as Colorado, riding scross the plains and that wide, semi~
arid, unknown tract, "the Great American Desert.”

A STURDILY BUILT 01D HOUSE.

Seventy-six years ago the United States government and the Hethodist
Church begen construstion of the two brick buildings that stand today on
the south side of the road that winds toward Merriam. The 0ld galleried

structure across the way did no$ go up till 1845. The bullding farthest
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east is the schoolhouse, which is being made into a dancing, recreation
spot, and it is the only building of the three which has never been altered
i.ﬁ any essentiml way. The old brick walls--from the modern porch you see
the hollow where the bricks were made--stand true; bdlack walnut doors still
swing straight on their hinges. Here in the center of the house downstairs
is the old spacious chapel room, where Indian temchers and farm helpers
sat of a Sabbath, hearkening to the word of God, and when they sang "Greenland's
Iey Mountains™ men came forward and slipped their contributions into the box
that stood on the front of Doetor Johnson's desk--a box with e slot big enough
to admit a silver dollar, And, if you must know, Doctor Johmson's son admits,
thers was & fairly liberal collection of buttons found in the box sometimes.
Tow, to the second floor, a board or two of the flooring has been removed
and you see the great beams of black walnut and the oaken pegs. They bhired
the carpenters at fifty cents & day, and thers were plenty of them, for the
mission paid real money, mot just food.

VYery few changes have been made in the old house; the same rooms are
there in which classes were held, and teachers lived, and the Indien girls
kad their dormitory. Here and there a stray board of pine lumber shows

where petching has besn done--all the original wood was oak and walnut.

WHERE THE BOYS DREAMED, .

Upstairs we ¢limb with Mr. Johnson, guide par excellemce, %o the long,
low room on the third floor, lightod at either end and running the lemgth
of the house. Fere slept the Indian boys, long since gone to forgotten
graves; here, without doubt, they whispered together in Fottawatomie, Shaw-
nee and Delaware, forbidden tongues on the premises of a school where one
¢came to learn English. #hispersd of atarlit nights and hunting days and
long, long rides upon the open plains; one wonders how many of the new

1ittle Indian boys may not have dumbly yearnsd for the wind's voice and the
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large silences.

It was a snugly bullt old garret; even today, when the storms of
seventy-five years have wrought upon the roof, most of the originsl plaster-
ing, with its stiffening of bair from mission raised hogs, is on the walls
and on the sloping eeiling. And we olimdb down again to the firet floor.

"Itye soen & lot of brides come down those stairs™, says ¥r. Johanson,
standing at the foot of the right-angled stair-case with its simple ralling
of black walmut. "Yes, Indian brides, mostly. Dark faces under thelr white
veils, and guite young--seldom more tham 17".

But romance must have flourished under difficulties. Hever was co-
eduoation more elosely supervised. Separate class-rooms, separate playgrounds,
separate seats in chureh and separate ends of dining tables in the big boarding
house to the west, where a bell summoned them. That bell is hanging still
in an unpretentious little white frame school-hcuse across the road. I it
rang except at stated times--meal times and chureh, for instance--it was a
signal of prairie fires and everybody mmst turn out.

Indian children came to the missiom in September, and they stayed until
the last of June. In age they ranged from 8 up to l4--seldom were the boys
at least, kept after that. The call of the trail was too strong.

But while they wers there, they learned a variety of things. The institu-
tion was entitled the Indien Namual Labor School, and the boys learmed farming,
wagon making, blacksmithing, while Indian girls wers taught white cooking,
sewing, spimning and weaving. From 9 till 4 the ohildren went %o school;
then for two hours, $ill 6, they were under the direction of the mesnual
labor teachers. Also, there waes & period of decent lemgth befors school
began at ¢ in the morning, for they got up early at the mission.

*)ffieially, there was that rule that Indien languages were mot to

be spoken on the school premises”, said William Johnsom, "but pshaw, I
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imew Shawnee before I 414 English. And I had gome %o college before I kamew

what the English word 'ouoh' mesnt. We said the Shawnee word, "Owwee'™.

Only of & Saturday did the boys escape altogether from school and work.
And then there was farm work in the morning. Remember, in the frontier days,
an establishment like the mission must necessarily be self sustaining, at
least in the matter of food. And the £,200-acre farm--part of it was the
personal property of the Johnsoms--provided forage for seventy cows and twenty

teoams and ponies in large numbers.

BAREHANDED COYOTE HUNTS.

Of a Saturday aftermcon, though, one might run wild. Indians and
white boys, they ranged the woods together, fished the little streams,
trapped, hunted.

"Out to the south”, says ¥illiam Johnson, "there was hazel serub,

a mile of it, before you reached the prairie. The thing that we liked best
was to beat that brush for coyotes. Through it we'd gmo, 2 line of us maybe
a quarter of a mile long, running and shouting and almost always, when we
cams to the open prairie, there'd be a coyote ahead of us. And then we'd
¢lose in om him.

*¥s didn't have any guns, or any bows and arrows, either. Why, no,
we'd just tackle him; grab him, you know, and fall om him. Some of us
were 1little fallows, too, not more than 8; but we nsver thought anything
in particular of it. As we'd close im, and the coyote would try to dash
through, it was up %o the boy nearest to fall on him, grabbing him round the
neek.

*%hy, yes, sometimes we got chewed up a litile, but nothing serious.”

Then, too there was the time when Willlam Johnson was 8 years old when

he went Yest one year with a party of Deleware Indians on a buffalo huat.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/212520 ~ Page 436/449
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Annals of Shawnee Methodist Mission and Indian Manual Labor School

420

They went as far as Creat Bend, and were gone two months, and my, but it
was thrilling for en enterprising young person of B, even if he didn't do
much but treipse along with the proceasion om his pony and get in the way
and whoop and faney he was helping. The Indians though, gravely gave him
his share of jerked meat to "paek™ home when they came back at the end of
October to a land of trees and 1ittle hills once more. T"Really, I sort of
put it over on my parents”, chuekled ¥r. Johnson. "Both of them were busy,
and father said, 'Why yes, you ean go if you mother'll let you', and mother
said, "Well, esk your father; if he eays all right, vou may'--and there
they'd both given their comsent without knmowing it. But father and mother
trusted Captain Ketcham, the Deleware chisf, as much as any white mem, or
I'd never have been allowed to do it".

Captain Zetcham is gone, but there are men active today who remember
the mission days. There is ¥r, Johnson himself, and there's Tom ¥ormmll,
and over in Liberty, lLewis Dougherty, first white ¢hild bora in Kensas--
Dougherty, "who never kmew how %0 uee the promnoum I". OGentlemen, all.

»And 1 knew Indians here", says ¥illilam Johnson, "who were brave gentle-

men and my true friends”.
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From the Yemoranda of Rev. J. Oreene. [Copied by Belle Greene]

(Only such entries as refer to Shawnee ¥ission business are here presented.)

See ¥r. lawless and ascertain how apple scioms can be had-~-picked fruit--
Get 200. Box and ship in due time.--or get 350 worth.

The following are the kinds desired:--June apple--this is & summer apple,
Holt, Pound pippin, Golden pippem,--these ars for drying. Yew England, Price's
Red, Limber-twig;--these are winter.--Bell-flower, Royal Parmain, Genitin;--

good eating apples.--Fairs 23,

See larkin Richardson on the subject of stone work.

Employ two or three young men at 150 dollars per year——or $15 per month

in summer and fell months:--boarding, washing and mending given.

Settle J. . Berrymen's acot. with Jeffersonian from the fall of 1837

to fall of 1838 at whioch time stop paper.

See ¥r. Babien and Carter on the subjeet of Carpenter's work,-- Aseertain
what they are willing to undertake to do the work for, and receive proposals

from them.

Inguire of young men what they are willing %o do earpenter's work for

in the Indien country.

kr. Burton lawless hes agreed %o let the Nission have three hundred

apple scions for $50,00 and gives fifty--meking in all 350.
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¥r. James Huston of Arrow Rock says the wages of a boss carpenter is

§500 a year.

¥r. Rider will plaster on brick for 12 cents a yard and 15 cents on

lathes, every thing found.

Get Greek books from W, ¥. Redmen for B, R. Johnson:-—2 First Dook
end £ Second Book--history.

And get a brass comb for sister Johnson.

Rates of stone work: All walls 18 inches or under are to be taken

and rated at 18 inches.

¥r. Ben Rabian will, if he undertakes the carpenter's work have two
dollars and fifty cents per day and find his own tools but not for the
journeymen. If the work is not done secording to order hs will make no
¢harge. He will board himself.

Bench tools for a journeyman earpeater:--1 fore plame, 1 jack plane,
1 smoothing plane, hand saw, hammer, square and eompaess, 1 jointing plain

end 1 drawing knife to 4 men.

firite to Jobn Lee, Palmyra, and let him know whether lr. Loeke wents
him to come and work. (¥r. David lLooke of Lexington, Vo. made the briek

and built the houses at the mission near Westport.--Belle.)

The number of apple trees that are to bde bought of ¥Mr. lLawless:--55
genetins, and 30 sach of the other kinde--25 pairs. 100 soions of two

years growth the balance of one year's growth.
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Ascertain from ¥r, Lawless the best plan of setting out apple $rees and
request him %o send with the trees a note giving the necessary information.
The following named want seions:--
$4.00--N. T. Shaler, two of each kind--Ho. £,4--and 6 of the genetin.
47.00-~lewis Rogers. Yo 1,28--4 of each kind end 6 genetins.
$16.00--¥aj. Cummins wants 100.--50 genetins, 25 limber-twigs, 6 June apples,
6 poars, € cherry $rees if they can be obtained, 7 golden pippins.
$10.00--Joseph Parks; 60 apple scions:~-10 genetins, & of esch of other sort
and 10 pairs sssorted.
$5.00-=Col. Chick:--30 apple.--10 genetins, rest aesorted.
£5.00--¥. Yurry (or Veiurry?)--30 apple:--10 royal parmein, 6 genetins, 3
June spples, 6 limber-twig, 3 golden pippin, 2 bell-flower.
$10.00--1.%, Talbot: 60 apple: 20 genetins and an equel proportion of all

the rest.

Purchase 7 dozen chairs. 1 dozen lettered 3. J.; 6 lettered 3. T.;

6 lettered . F.--Bottomed with hickory bark.

Call on state treasurer Molane {¥elean?) for a bundle of certificates

that Henry Rubey left.

Business bslonging to the Central School.

¥r. Pry has four mills near Liberty. Smith's Patent Mill, msnufactured
at Cincinnati.~--Enguirs how it is set up and what space it requires for the
draft and mill; and whether a threshing machine and shelling mechine cam be
attached to the same power. Znquire of the agent what horse power will cost
and if he cen have them both on immedistely; also what the cost will be for
setting the mill up in the ordinary way and which plan will be the cheapest

and best for the Kission.
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May 14, 1838

Rec'd of H. Aldridge two dollars and 16 cents for I. Fatterson Co.

Faild this money July 3, 1839.

Ree'd of 8. Baxter for ?--T. 8h. . . . . . » 25 ots.

Paid this o J. ¥. Dole. Aug. 19.

Deposited with Reuben Aldridge for collestion one note of hand on R.

¥illson in fevor of lester Janes for sixteen dollars.

Ree'd of Aldridge £17. prineipal and interest--Sep¥ 26.

The agent for Smith's Patent ¥ill hes no knowledge of the price of the
horse power. Its size is 30 feet diamster end runs on a rail. A threshing
machine end a shelling machins ean bde attached to the seme powsr with a
little additional eost. Nr. Andrew Hobertson's mill is put on an inelined
wheal-doubled geared. The mechanice work on the wheel cost 150 dollers.

The whole dost of the mill is 1200 dollars.-- The wheel is 33 feet in diamster
and the shed and house are fifty feet long and thirty-three and twenty wide.
‘?he power thaet is requisite to do good business is four horses or oxen. 4
threshing machine can be attached with but little additional eost but will
require more room:--a shelling machine sam be put under the same roof-- Hr.
Robimson thinkse the better way for us, and the cheapest will be a drafy;

and two good horses will be sufficient to do all the grinding we will want®;

and that the machins ean be started with but 1ittle cost. The mill is permenent

and eannot be moved.

The Committes in the Indian ¥. L. Sohool has agreed to employ Mr. Currell
shoe-maker at 330 dollars per year and bear his traveling expenses to the

Institution: Bus if ¥r. Currell becomes dissatisfied end should lsave the
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Instituiion before the end of two years he must refund the money that he
recoived for his expensss. The committes will ¢ake his tools, lasts stc. at
their valpation and will also take his stock of leather that he may have on
hand.

Er. Currell is reguested to make his arrangements to reach the ¥ission

by the last of MNeay.

Greene Hamorands

Mr. Kline wishes me to hire a young man %0 work on the farm--one in

whom confidence can be placed. The wages are $16 per month.

Er. Zdward Currell will go to the iission for 350 dollars per year and
is %o be thers by the last of ¥ay.-- The amount of stock which he will have
on hand:--24 ealf skins at §39 per dozen--which 12 what they cost; ¢ sides
korse lsather at $32 1/2 per dozen; 19 skins-linings $9.75 per dos.; 1/2 1b.
bristles £8.60; thread, web, springs not known how mmeh. Thers will be &
little sols and heevy leather, though but a little.

¥r. Currell thinks Baltimore is the best market for leather. ¥He also
thinks the Institution ought t:; furnish him with vegetables for ths first
yoar as he will not be on in time 40 make a gardem. If he is not wanted
by the last of May he wishes to be informed by letter immedistely.

Thers will be as many benches for shoe-making as there will be boys
put to the trade and ome for the boss.

A set of tools required for a shoe-maker:--A boot and shoe key; 2 giges,
a light and a beavy one; 3 shoulder irons of differant sizes; 1 raw breaker;
1 pair pincers large size; 1 pair of nippers; 12 awl handles, 12 peaging awls;

1 gross Altitsn's assorted awl blades; 1 corset set; 2 knives; 1 hammer; 1
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key for ladies’ shoes; 1 whet stone; 1 gross steel tacke; 1 shoe rasp.

Bill of goods I am %o bring from the Eaat,

1 bolt undleached flasnnel.
1/2 bolt domestic--bleashed,
Calieo . . .
ldress . . .

e + o« =» 3f 1% can te got.
3 pairs of Frunello shoes
1 silk dress--11 yde. black.
398.8 .44 « « good.
18 yds. border for caps.
1/2 bolt Irish linem--good.
Table linems.
1 piecs for towels--eslled diaper.
1/2 bolt cassinet--good.

4 (14?) yds. Cameline--fine.

A

pairs kid gloves.
1 piece pocket hauk'ohfs--good guality.
2 (97) pairs black worsted hose.
1 bols eap ribdbon.
1 hair comb.
Size qu. thread.
1/2 ream letter paper--lined
J« A« Johnson
4 razor SHTOps . . . .
. Emerson’s bhest E1 . . .

1 razor--best kind.
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1 razor--good.

l pair overshoes o . . .
carpeting

¢ yds. . inserting

3/4 Irish 8 . . .

Belle Gresens writes to O. %. ¥artin, Apr. 5, 1907:

T had intended telling you that dates were not always given but thought-
lessly negleeted to do so. I gave dates as entered and where I have omitted
them they are 30 omitted in the record. The first givem is "kay 14, 1829--
Ree'd of R. £ldridge~--," but all the record of apple sclons, Greem books,
stone work, carpenter work, ¥r. Locke, (brick work), chairs, crooked pointed
tooth foreeps for D. G. Gregory, T. C. Berryman's account precedes the above
gentioned date in order of entry. Following the entry "Sep. 26, 1838-- Res'd
of Reuben Aldridge,” ete. but without date, and written with the same ink is,
"2all on State Treasurer”--, immediately followed by the subject of the mill.
The time of payment of 25 ets to J. ¥. Dole~-Sug. 19, is next: and following
this--game shads of ink--1is the information cbtained regarding the mill whish
bears no date. Nor is the decialon of the Indisa Hanual labor School committee
which comes next dsted but as the ink is of a decidedly different shade of
black it evidently was of a different dato; and the mem. "Hr. Klines wants man
on farm” 1s in the same shade., BSut the entry next following--lir. Currsll's
consent to go to the mission and all regarding the matter is writtea with
blue ink and is the only instance in which this color im used in this book.
In the Personal Expense book this imk iz used in dut two places: First where
the "Ixpenses to Ceneral Conferemoe” are itemized by my father as his private
sxpense and the other place is where the traveling expenses--rail-road, canal
boat, packet, dimmer ete.--of Thomes Johnson are made note of; these latter

entries are dated "1840"-- my father's expense account bears no date, but
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farther on his "expenses to Ueneral Conference™ ie added to his "expenses

from Baltimore™, and this Baltimore Conference wes held May 1-June 3, 1840.

As these two records are the only omes made with biue ink in ome book and

the Currell consent the only instence where this color is used im the other
book, and the ink is exnctly the same shade of blue would it not be ressonably
safe to infer that both entries were made at the time of that which is dated,
viz. 18407 Of course conclusions reached from such premises are pot altogether
raliable yet they may be approximately correct.

1 have again carefully exemined both books and can obtain nothing as
regards tizme more definite them that whieh I have given you; yet I hope that
what is heresin stated, taken together with facts snd dates which you already
have obtained from other sources, may enabls you, at least in a measare, to
determine the time of the evenis referred to. I

Yours with much respeoct,

#elle L. Greene.
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From "innals of Methodism in ¥issouri® by ¥W. 8. Woodard,

published by E. ¥. Stevens, Columbia, Mo.

Page XV. W%illiem Johnson recelved on trial by Hissouri Conference in
1828, ordained deacon 1830, elder 1832, died 1842, served two years in
¥issourl and twelve years elsewhere. Thomas Jobnson received on trial by
Missouri Conference 1826, ordained deacon 1828, elder 1830, died 1865, trans-
ferred 1847, served seven years in ¥issouri, 31 years elsewhere.

Fage 64, 1828, Two young men, #illlam Johnson and Jerome C. Berryman,
were admitted on trisl by the Elssourl Conference this year. Together they
were received in full conneection and ordained descomns in 1830, and shoulder
%o shoulder they received elders orders in 1832. Tor once an entire class
completed the course of study and obtained the highest order in the mimistry
without the loss of ome. True it was not a large class, but it wes a good ome.
#illiem Johnson, & brother of Thomas, was born in Nelson County, Virginia
February 2, 1805, was converted at a oamp meeting held at Salem Heeting House
in the same county in 1823, moved with his parents to Missouri in 1825, wes
licensed to preach in the spring of 1828 and employed by the presiding elder
on Buffalo Circuit until fall, when he joined the Conference and was appointed
to la Eine Cirenit. 1829, New kadrid. In 1830 he was sent to the Indien
¥issions, where he labored faithfully on ¥Missions, Districts and in Schools
for twelve years. ¥He died April 8, 1842 of pneumonia at the Indian Mamusl
Labor School and was buried there. His death was a triumph, the minutes say
of him:

As a missionary in the true sense of the word, he had no superior, as a
Chrietian, he was oonsistent and uniform, as @ husband and father, he was all
that is expressed by those endearing titles, and as a gentleman and a friend,
he was beloved by all who knew him. ¥r. Johnson was noted for the sweetness

of his spirit among sweet spirited mem.
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Page 62, 1828, Thomas Johnson was & member of the class of 1826, His
first appointment was Mount Prairie in Arkensas where he remained two years.
In 1828 he went to Fishing River. 188%, Buffalo. In 1830 he was sent to
the Indien Missions where he econtinued eleven years, serving most of the time
a8 superintendsnt. 1841, superannuated. 1842, stationed at Boonville.

1843, superannuated sgain. 1844, Olasgow and Soule Chapel. 1845 and 1846
agent for the Howard High School. 1847, transferred back to the Indism
Kission Conference and appointed to take charge of an Indian mamual labor
sghool, in which relation be continued during the remainder of his eventful
life. ¥r. Johmson was bora in Virginie July 11, 1808. 1822, came to Missouri
at the age of twenty, entered the ministry in 1826, and died January 3, 1865.

"He was a man of principle, one of the very few emong the many thousands,
who on all occessions and under all ¢ircumstances, acted upon the settled
prineciples of morality and religion. Firm, without deing austere, generous,
without temporizing, 1iberal without prodigality, and religious, without either
asgetism or bigotry, he held the golden medium between those extremes into
which so many even good men sometimes fall. The natural goodness of his
heart caused him on the one hand to sympathize with and be interssted in
every object of eharity, and every benevolent enterprise that might appeal
to him for aid, end prompted him on the other, to those amenities and kind
offices which constitute the web of soeial happiness, and coneiliated for
bim, the favor and good will of all within the eirele of his sequaintence”.

Er. Johnson was born to be a leader and ruler of men, and right well
did he fulfill the mission of his 1ife, Of large physique, portly commanding
presenge, a penetrating eye, and full pleasant voice, he attracted attention,
and being wise in couneil end prompt in exeention, he was by ecommon eonsent
looked up to as a leader in his conferense, of which several times 2 mamber.

He attended the meeting of the board of missions in New York and pleaded for
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the ITndians. Ne made the rulers of Washington feel his power, and by theses
msans as well as by tesching and preaching, he laborad to Christianize end
¢ivilize the Red Men of the West. His end was tragie. An unknown enemy
of the good msm, under cover of the darkness, ealled him from his home, and
shot him in his front yard. After six yun_or sffective work in Eissouri,
two in Arkansas, twenty-nine in what is now Fansaes, and two on the super-
ammuated 1ist, he fell on sleesp.

Page 547. The Wethodist Hissionary and Bible Society organized in
Kew York, 1819 and Jesse Walker appointed missiomary to Hissouri, the first
time the word occours in the amnals of Eethodism in ¥issouri. The appointment
of Walker repeated in 1820 and 18281. HNoshing more ie said about missions till
1830, this year the Conference met in St. Louis during which the kissouri
Conference iissionary Scelety was organized. It was during this session that
the oonference was visited by two Flathead Indiasns from Oregonm, who hgd heard
of the vhite mens book that told about the Great Spirit and ancther world
and came scross the Nocky Hountains on foot in quest of the same. o wonder
that a missionary society was organized and four missions projected emong
the Indians, to two of which two brotlmrs_, Thomas and William Johmnson were
sent. Tour missions in e destitute part of the Sta%e were also planned. They
were Salt River in northern Hissouri, ¥est Fralrie in the southeastern part
of the State, and Gasconade and James Fork of Fhite River im the southwest.
The ¥issionaries were E. T. Peery, ¥. Heath, and C. Faber. James Fork was
not supplied until 183 , when J. H. Slavens was sent to it end its history

began. In 1833 Missouri bhad supplied £213.75 for missions.
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The RBev. Thomas Johnson Fanily.

Thomas Johnson, b. July 11, ¥. Sarah T. Davis, Sep. 7, 1830, 4. Jan.2, 1865.

His wife, Sarah T. Davis, b. June £2, 1810, d. Sep. 25, 1873.

Alexander Heillister Jobamson, b. July 18, 1831, d. Aug. 18, 1831,

Alexander Soule Johuson, b. July 11, 1838, m. Prudence Punk Get, 7, 1852 and
Zipple A. Scott im 1887, d. Dee. 9, 1904.

Sarak Ellzabeth Johnsom, b. Aug. 11, 1834, 4. June 8, 1840.

Eliza Shalleross Johnson, b. dpr. 20, 1836, m. John B. Wornall Sep. 20, 1854,
d. July 5, 1865

Yary Cummine Jobuson, b. Jan. 16, 1838, 4. Mar. 19, 1838,

£illiem Thomas Johnson, bd. July 28, 1838, 4. &pr. 2, 1840,

Andrew Monroe Johuson, b. Aug. 16, 1841, a. Eargeret J. Dernard War. 10, 1864, d.

Henristta Eooth Jobnson, b. Jan. 14, 1844, 4. July 20, 1845.

William Kelendres Johnson, b. July &, 1843, m. Lizzie B. Price Hov. 25, 1869, d.
Feb. 14, 1324.

Laura Johmson, b. 18477 m. Framk A. Jaterman Oet. 21, 1867, 4. Feb. 12, 1884,

Cora Johmscm, b. 1849, m. Harry %. Fullsr Nov. 25, 1869, 4. Aug. 17, 1938,

Thomas Davia Johnaon, b. July 20, 1881, 4. ipr. 14, 1832.

Soa Johnson, b. June 6, 1853, m. ¥illiasm J. Anderson, May 14, 1874, d.

¥rs. Charles E. Fargo of Dallas, Texss is & deughter of Alexander 3. Johnson,
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