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Governor Henry Allen to J.C. Bell

In this letter Kansas Governor Henry Allen, of Topeka, writesto J.C. Bell, President of the Central Labor Union.
Governor Allen seeksto win the support of the labor unionsin proposed legislation that creates a court of
industrial relations. The governor has called a special session of the legidation to create an entity where labor
disputes can be settled in afair and civil manner. In thisletter Governor Allen asks the labor leader to "take the
trouble to get the view point of the public”. The Court of Industrial Relations was signed into law in 1920 but
dissolved a few years later when it was declared unconstitutional by the United States Supreme Court.
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Jannary 10, _ 1828,

®r. J. C. Bell, Presidemt, AR
gentral Lebor Uniom, : i A
Yert Seott, Eensas. i : ) /

By dear ¥r, Bell:

I Bave wad pour leotier with deep interest. I am
satisfigd thet vhen the lmw vwhick iz now uxdsr sonsiders~
Siom ¥y this Isgislature has operabed for a year your
unlon will % one of its most enthusiastic supporters.
It would be wromg for ws o take away the right to sirike
1€ wa 444 net give you something better to iske its plsgs,
and the aourt we propose has oxaqtiy the same bsiamse of
Justice im it for you that it has for capital. It is
perfeatly spperent thet civilisstion semmet mske progress
throngh continued industrizl warfere. It is also appsrent
that 1% has mede vory l1ittle progress through arbitration.
The proposed courl gusreniees your righte eni 1t guarentees
the rights of the public at the szme tiwe. It is ratler
sbeurd to intinate thet anyone should do what I sm trying -
to do through "lust for power axd wealth®™. You have remind- =
ed offioinls too often that it is nesesssry for thelr polit-
feal life that ther kesp the good wishes of organized labor,
snd if I 434 not have fwll fuith in the power of this bill -
to benefit labor I womld realize, of comrse, that I arcuse
the full Bostility of oyganised labor when I suggest legisls
tionm which 2llovy im awny way the use of weapons which it has
regaried ss neeessary to its welfare in the pest. Wnat we -
sare trying to do in to make the atrike uINecessSary.

Your letter is written with the perfectly proper feel-
C ing, it with imsuffisient Immleﬁse of this bill. You have
taken the wiew point 0f the radlieal lsbor agitator, who hag
- been mmch more harmful to labor them ke has been helpful. I
am sure 1f you could taks the trouble to get the view point
of the publiec uwpom this legislation you would approve it as
8 grest many sape and comstrustive lsbor leeders have al-
ready dons. It doss not affect any orsft eusept those pou-
semed in the produgtion &f food, clothiag, fuel snd trans-
portation. Out of the 1500 men yeu mention in your comsmnity,
. probodbly only a few of them are divectly affectsd by the legisia-
tion ani they will be affected sdvamtageously. The others of
the 1500 will be imdirestly benefiied because the essential
industries of the state will =o lmcr he mmond By nloginﬁl

=

www.kansasmemory.org/item/212123 ~ Page 1/2
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory o

Governor Henry Allen to J.C. Bell

delaBs = 8o

. ghmt-downs snd look-outs on the part of opersiows, or sbrikes
on the pert of the laborers. 4 jJust tribunal with power o
solwe controversier amd Fix the minimwm wags will tske the
place of the siriks. Thers is no oseasion for auy suwoh despelr

 as you manifest im your interestiug letier. Mhe law does a0t
take amay the right of sollestive bargainming. - It protecis that

righto :

,

Yours mincerely,

v

- . Governor.
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