Kansas Memory AD) i

SOCIETY
Memoirsof CharlesHomer Dewey
Section 7, Pages 181 - 210

Thisitem isamemoir of Charles Homer Dewey's life to 1943 and a postscript to 1944. Included are recollections
of hislife on the farm near Piedmont, Kansas; studies at the Kansas State Normal School (now Emporia State
University); work as a teacher and school superintendent, the latter at Randol ph and Grenola, Kansas; college and
medical school at the University of Kansas, medical practice in Buffalo and Elk city, Kansas, during the Great
Depression; and military service as a physician at Civilian Conservation Corps camps in Kansas, Missouri, and
the western United States and a prisoner of war camp at Little Rock, Arkansas. The memoirs also describe farm
life and the agricultural economy in the late 1880s and the political debate over the Spanish-American War.

Creator: Dewey, Charles Homer, 1885-1976
Date: Between 1940 and 1944

Callnumber: Collection 816

KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 211977

Item Identifier: 211977

www.kansasmemory.org/item/211977

www.kansasmemory.org/item/211977
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211977

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Memoirsof CharlesHomer Dewey

CHAPTER XXXVIIT

ACTIVE DUTY WITH THE C.C.C.

THE KALSFR CAMP
PAGE I62

; When we arrived at Fort Leavenworth,the Distriet Surgeon,assigned

' me to Company 1712,which was located 2 miles from Kaiser Missouri,and
on the shores of the Laeke of the Ozarks,an artificial lake,which had
been created when the Union Electric Company,of St.Lomis,had dammed
the Osage River,at Bagnell Missouri,6 years before.

The camp was located,but a few feet from the waters edge,and mere-
ly occupied a hole in the timber,which allowed the silvery sheen of
these waters,to be seen through the bresks in the forest.I had never
been in a more,delightful setting.The underbrush,and oaks were dons
up,in typical Ozark style,and while I had seenm much of the wests fin-
est scenery,yet this simple,restful atmosphere of the oaks,had sone-
thing that the West lacked.And when spring and summer,came around,the
advantages of this area,were even more pronounced,for those Trees and
bushes,were literally alive with song birds,something,T had never seen
in the Mountains.

Faiger Missouri,was a one store town,whiech was surrounded by tour-
ists cabins,which with the store,were all owned by one man,nailed @al-
kins,However this individual,wss not entirely suprane,for the Post last-
er was a woman,plunp and positive.

There were quite a few of the loeal camps personel,who lived in
these cabins,most of whom became our warm friends,and this assgociation,
added a great deal to the pleasures of our one years stay.

As has been intimated,we rented one of these cabins,and after a coup-
le of moves,finally landed in a little cottage,with a red roof,and as
gnug and caunfortable as one could desire.

The Lalke of the ozarks,is entirely a creation of man,and perhaps of
mans greed,for this $30000000 Bagnell dam was constructed for no purp-
oses of irrigatiom,navigation,or distinet public benefit,but solely to
Turnish vpower,not for the countryside,but for’ St.Louis.

Anyway,a pretense of public service,to the locality,won for them the
righv of eminent domain,The company bought up the land or had it con-
demmned,until a vast acreage,was procured.Then every building of the
lake site was removed,BEmen Linn Creek,a county seat,was moved away,and
with it,the Cemetery,and today their sites are covered by 50 feet of
vater,

The lake itself,is so irrezular in shoreline,bthat one has difficulty
in meking out, just whieh iz the main chammel.Each stream that runs in-
to this lake,is marked by a finger of water,which extends into the min-
iture valley,Thus the shore line is a continuation of sharp turns,points
and irresularities,which make a lake some 35 miles long,have a shore
line of 1800 miles,

The state of liissouri,had great hopes of msking this body of water,
a Tishermsns Paradise,but while,a great many Tish are baken from its
vabers,up to this time piscatorial efforts,have heen very dissapointing.
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The Lake of the Ozarks,region,is the best place I know to ill-
ustrate the saying,asbout the "Fool and his money",for here on all
sides,are resort establishments,built at great expense,which have
and are being closed,for lack of patronage,while perhaps, just aeross
the road are those who are erecting new and similiar resorts.
And no one seems to pretend to give value recelved,for any patron
age,on the part of the tourist,and while these resorts are supposed
t0 be on the "up and up",yet sbout the only difference,between then
and a Roulette Wheel,is that in the former,you usually get something
but never as much as you put in.
A pleasant year at Kaiser,passed without ineident,except that I
took down with acute Arthritis,in August,which caused me to spend
7 weeks,in the Station Hospital,at Fort Leavenworth.The experience
wag of such a nature,that I quite naturally,did not desire "seconds".
I may add, that Bertha gave me loving attention,snd great credit is
due her,
While I was st this Hospital,Headouarters,cooked up a plan for my
transfer,this time to a colored company,at Wellington,Kansas,and we
with trailer attached, (I mean the trailer was attached to the car)jour-
neyed to our new G,C.C. hone,
The cemp ab Wellington was 11 miles,out,on the shore of a beaubi-~
ful artificial lake which was the source of Wellingtons water supply.
and as I later found out,was exceptionally fine for fishing,
The camp,was under construction,with the characteristie disorder,
that accompanies,a new location,but all inconveniences,were greatly
goftened by a camp personel,which gave us a very cordial welcome.
Here was the beginning of a happy 2% years of life.I had often,while
in the mountains,longed for a location,where I could see the sky,and
the horizon,with en evening panorema of color.and I can Gestify,that
the sungets of Kansas,are only surpassed by those of the deserts.So
here was the answer to a longing,like that of Esther M.Clark,which
prompted her to Write,hbe femous poem"I hear the voice of the Prair- )
ies,calling,calling me", i
. Now I em mindful of the sour note,in a Preirie Life,for here in ;
Sumner county,the wind either blows a gale every day,or at least every
other day.I suppose Bill Nye,experienced stronger winds,but I doubt
if eny living liar,could duplicate his experiences. i
And this region had dust storms,bthat became s0 intense that one was I
uneble t0 see the camp buildings,a short distance awey.Those plowed |
fields,would just simply roll up in the gele,until the nose and mouth !
became gritty,while inside,the floors,would have a deposit,so thick as :
need a shovel. !
In justice to this country,these dust storms,were very infreguent, |
and as for the weather,we never lived in a place,that had g0 many de=-
lightful days,and I aver that if it became neccessary for me to choose
the mountains,or this Prairie,for a permenent home,it would not he the
neuntains,
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We rented an apartment,in Wellington,Ksnsas,a elean prosperous
city of 7500,end it was in this Kensas tovm,that a most happy 2% years
was spent.No previous hshbitat,in our C,C.C, life,furnished so many
oft 1lifes relationships,so much to our liking.The tovmspeople,were of
an unusually high type,the stores were good,and the First Lethodist
Church,where we placed memberships,made a stimulating and helpful
church atmosphers,All in all,Wellington,was just the sort of s ecity
that,is likely to make an individual,make of it,his permanent home.

As before stated,Company 786,was a Negro company,which made a new
experiment for me.During these years,I learned a great deal aboubt these
people,and some conclusions drawn,were favorable,while,others entirely
the opposite.A Negro Company,surely puts gray hairs in the head of a
Company Commander,for in general,the Negro is not easily controlled,
or dis¢iplined.Many of them,are nothing,and desire to continue in the
same state.lost of them have a gort of underdog complex,with a fimm
conviction,that all the Whites are their enemies,Henece,it is quite
difficult to rule by anything but force,and even that is far from g
successful proceedure.biany of the Negroes,are sullen,resenful and a
large part of the race is ungrateful,While the officers and the fore-
men,were doubtless,about the best friends,they had ever had,no one
was sble to put this idea across.in satisfactory fashion,

In justice to this Company,there were a few,of high type,intelli-
gent,polite,end appreciative,Henes,I count some of them smong the meny
warm friends,made in the service.

Whatever the defects,that may be echarged sgainst the Negro,they have
a care free attitude,are musically inclined,in so far as Rythm is con~
cerned,I have always doubted,that they excel in rsal harmony,They are -
fanatic over songs and dances,of the "Jitter Bug" type,end spirituals,
but one rarely hesrs them sing songs desr to the heart of the Whites,
such as Annie Laurie,Perfect Day,or any other song,where rythm is of
secondary imporbance.

And how noisy they are.It seems that they get the most enjoyment
out of grouping up,and every one talking at once,in a volee so loud,
that no one can possibly hear what the others say.

The Negroes vocabulary is colorful,to say the least.im Enrollee,
had been worrying his mother,by writing home that he had Appendicitis,
and would have to have an operation,The Comisnding Officer,knowing,
the boy wes in normal health,asked the clerk,a Negro to write the boys
mother.He wrote as Tollows : Dgar lMadsm : This is to inform you,that
your boy Sam,is now enjoying the Zenith of perfect health,and that no
Appendectamy,for Appendieitis,is antieipated,at this time.

I heard another Negro talking to his friend in this fashion : Now i
if you wants to0 ma-ak a lot of money, jus,buy a fa-am,and put some ca-ves |
on it.of cose,yo,d wanta put & mogidge,on it.His friend asked,foah
what yu alls,want to put a mogidge on the fa-am?,whwerepon,he said 0
youah haf to ha-ve a mogidge on it,evry one has a mogidge on his fa-am.
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Having been granted a IS day leave,in April 1939,we started for
the Rio Grande Valley,to visit Bina and Dick,with their families.And
to meke the trip more enjoyable,we took Osa and Florence,along on a
journey,which took us two days,snd was highlighted by a visit to the
famous Alamo,in SanAntonio, Texas.

Space will not permit a detailed description of this great heart
endesring shrine,familiar to any Americen c¢hild,who has studied Amer-
ican history,but here is a hallowed aimosphere,which when combined
with a kmowlege of the hercoie event,in its history,truly makes one
remove his hat,almost sutomstically,as the large sgpacious interior,
is entered.

The Alamo was at one time a Mission,constructed of stone,by pion=-
eer Catholiec Fathers,and as was common,in similiar structures of the
south west,was featured by great massive walls,anyone of which was
sufficient for a fort in itself,However,had this tediously construct-
ed edifice,not been sanctified by physical heroism,bravery sand death,
it would now be just another old mission,and mumbered samong other old
ruins,so common in Texas,New Mexico and Arizona.

In 1845,the cguiet atmosphere of this Alamo was broken by a battle
of, extermination,between about 160 adventurous scouts,who led by Davy
Orockett,had sought shelter and protection,within these walls,and some
3000 Mexlcans,under Senta Anna,who beseiged them.For several days this
brave American band held off the attackers,but finally the Mexicans,
scaled the walls,and rushed into the enclosure.,A hand to hand battle
ensued,and only ended when Crocketts men,snd himself were all dead,Byt
the latter sold their lives so dearly,that the Alamo floor was covered
by Mexican dead,

Belated sssistance eventually arrived,and the American troops,with
the ery of YRemember the Alsmo®,on their lips,administered out terrible
retribution to the Mexlcans.

It is not for me to say,as to the justice or injustice of the Ala-
mo Massacre,or to the extremity of the retribution,but the justice of
the entire Mexican war,has been seriously gquestioned by succeeding
generations,and I suppose our main argument would be that the Mexicans
were not usinsz the territory,hence they were not entitled to it,

The Rio Giande Valley Valley,is esnother of the ultra~productive
areas of the Upited Staetes,which has been redéemed by the mgjic touch
of water,by irrigation.Just a few years sgo,this alluvial plain,was o -
studded by,mesquite,shrubs and cactus,among which was the home.: of
the large Diemond Back rattlesnake,But the land agent,fully aware of
what eould be done with soil 50 feet deep,and located in a semi-trop-
ical elimate,should water be turned onto that dry parched ground.. -
well knew that this velley.could supply everything needed, except the
"Suckers®,and the "North would complete the picture,

[ —
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This valley land was purchased at a gmall price per acre,by these
land companies,the waters of the Rio Grande river was tapped for irr-
igabion,scattered show places were built up and all was ready for the
exploitation.Smooth land salesman,many of them devoid of honor,combed
the north,for people of means,and more or less dissatisfied with their
northern homes,When they were sufficiently tempted to "bite",all were
gathered up end taken to this valley,by special train,all expenses psid.
And when they arrived,all were kept incommmnicado,with outside influen-
ce,while they were taken around to these show places.Nothing was said
of the terrific burden of taxes,poor markets,very occasional killing
freezes andother defects.

The pressure usually worked,and most of those royally entertained,
auests,bought a tract of that bare land at $400.00 to $500.00 per acre,
some with all their lifes savings,while others mortgaged their homes
in the north.Well it is needless to relate what happened,but many of
these people lost part oF all they had,and becoming discouraged,moved
back home much wiser and poorer.

This story of graft,in no way reflects on the Valley itself.The land
was there,as was the climate,opportunity,and a future promise of prosp-
erity,but the farms were bought too high,and with to little heed to the
inevitable defects,that must characterize a new land,

I may add that this story,has been duplicated in the development of
every new land,California,and Florida,have been scourged by the crooked
land sgent,and even in Carl Sandburgs story of Abrahsm Lincoln,durin his
prairie years,tells of the Land ecompanies,and their fraudulant dealings
with the pioneers of Kentucky and Illinois.

Wow through years of trial,this Rio Grende Valley,has emerged to great-
ness.Land velues have become reduced to :heir real normal level,baxes
are lower,markets have improved,and I doubt if any irrigated valley im
the United Stetes,has such prosperity,or comparable potentialities.

Today,one may drive for miles and miles,through a seeming never ending
continuation of Grape Fruit,orsnge and lemon groves,or great expanses
of vegebable fields,while the roads are literally crowded by wagon loads
of fruit,carrots,cabbege,cotton,beans,eorn,etc,in their varied seasons,

We spent a weelt,in this lodern Gerden of plenty,went over into 0ld
Mexico,took a swim in the Gplf, at Point Isabel,and satisfied our Child
hood ambitions of eating orangea without money or price,t0 a point of
complete satiation. y

On our way hometo Kansas gh overnight stop,at Corpus Christi,was made
where we lived in cabinéd,whose very foundations,were washed by the lip-
ping,lipping,waves of the bay.

Corpus Christi,is located around the curve of the bay,and is famous
for its tourists hotels,its shipping,its oyster fishing,and its wonder-
ful climate, '
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During the Summer of 1939,it became rumored,that all Regerve OCf-
icers,on active duty with the Civilien Conservation Carps,would go on
a Civilian status,some time in the Fall,with a heavy cut in salary,and
about August Ist,these rumors became actualities,for notice came:from .
Headnuarters,that this change would take place September Ist,with a
#1500,00 cut in salary.Ab the same time,a 25 days accrued leave was
granted,which gave us the opportunity of a long desired journey to the
Yellowstone,by way of the Rockies,at Colorado Springs,amd Denver.

We prepared for this trip in earnest,the trailer was all fixed up,

a roll-away bed and a tent loaded in,and after a period of confusion,
shattered nerves,and somewhat explosive dispositions,we started out a-
cross the hot plains of Kansas,on August 6,1939,for colorado and other
points West. ;

If anyone who may read these pages,has driven across the heat swept
plains of Kansas,in the hottest month of the Summer,he will need no
further description,But in spite of these hot winds,and dust storms,
when we landed in Colorado Springs,the next day,we found the weather
so cool,that when coupled with a raing cloudy atmposphere,made us a-
bout as uncomfortable,as we had been in the Kansas heat.This all well
emphasiges a well kmown truth,that much of our search for comfort,fails
t0 reach fruition,and our trips are freguently actuated by a restless
state of mind. ' :

Colorade Springs,is a mecca for tourists,many of whom,drive their
fast expensive cars,as if the red light was holding up every one elge
but themselves.In no locality, 'hsg been  Seen so many "Fools" behind
the steering wheels,as in this natural besuty,man contsminated region.

The city is beautifully laid out,and well kept,but is sbout as near-
ly commercislized,as any municipality in the land,and perhaps is "tops",
unless,Hot Springs Arksnsas,out ranks it,And how those Sight seeing ag-
encies,can lie,One driver wanted to take us up to the summit,for $4.00
per person,and assured me that my Chevrolet could not make it,especially
without chains,to help us through the snow,Now,I am not plugging for
General Mgtors,but when anyone tells me,that a practically new “Chevy"
can not go places in the mountains,my confidence is unshaken,for that
confidence is based on considerable experience,in the West.l may add,

- that on the following day,we drove to the very top of thls peak,with-
out chains,with the infrecuent use of low gear,and saw no snow, except
at the sunmit.

We spent the night,in a poor eabin,at a rieh price,and I am inclined
to elucidate on some of these cabing,we used in Colorado Springs,and
on the way,but I fear the dignity of these pages,would hit a sudden
Llow '
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In the morning,on our way to the base of Pikes Peak,we stopped
for a brief sbtay in the Garden of the Gods,lonz a favorite Rende-
vous,for Roeky Mountain tourists,and is truly a unique point of int-
erest,with its great natural gateway,formed by two gigantic red
elifts,And while these massive portals exceed all the others in so
far as size is concerned,yet all over the park,are great numbers of
red,multi-sized boulders,of the same texture,which lift themselves
above the green and grey studded landscape.liany of them,appear to
be the ramnants of a once continuous,expanse of rock strata,that
slowed down the irresistable power of erosion,for millions of years
in the past,but today sentinel stones,are all that stands between
the original state,and complete oblivionm,

The Garden of the Gods,is noted for two msin feabtures,namely their
color,and their arrangment.in artist frecuently speaks of composit-
ion,or combination,and here is an exquisite example of a perfect
blend of both,with the landscape,for these red stones are sufficient-
1y scattered as to harmonize with the green and grey of the vegetat-
ionm,

In this Garden of the Gods,is a baleanced rock,which weighs many
tons,and whose immense bulk is supported by a pedicle,that can not
bhe more than a foot in diameber.I have seen several highly advert-
ised balanced rocks,but this freak,made me wonder why it did not
erash to earth. :

Later on in the day,we ate dinner in this garden,of the Deities,
and for need of better facilities,used one of these Gods for a tab=-
le,and some of the "Godlets" for stools.

We drove beyond Manitou Colorado,to the base of Pikes Peak,and
made all preparation to begin the ascent,Bertha,and her mother,(mrs.
Hyde,was in the party) were already beginning to allow the shades of
doubt to eross thelr minds,but Charles enthused over the prospect of
gseeing some snow,during the Summer time,treated every deterring in-
fluence,with disdain.

We were surprised to find such a fine road up to the top of this
14000 feet peak,Information has it that this highway,cost the Feder-
al government a million dollars,and the route is a far cry from the
old cog wheeled railroad,which did end still does take people to the
top for $5.00 per. '

.Now one may drive to the very top,on a two way gravel rosd,which
rarely taxes a motor,beyond the second gear,and most.of the way is
weéll supplied by turn-outs,where one mey stop and view the scenery.

Pikes Peak,while one of the greatest attractions of the West,does
not present an awe inspiring distent view,as does lit,Ranier,for all
around this eminence,are other pesks,nearly as high,about as imposing.
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When one views the pealk from its base,in the Summer time,thére are
no glaeiers or snow 10 be seen,and the road,larszely cut from the

mountain side,to wind its tortuous way,to the summit,is not visible,
and the traveler,with his car,as he starts up,is foon swallowed by
the seclusion of invisibilitwv.

The weather,as we left the base,was cool,but when we reached the -
approximate half way point,the temperature was 34 degrees,snd that de-
lightful characteristieally cool fresh tang of the pines,was pleasant
to the senses.lother Hyde,did not ecare to finish the journey,end Bertha
would have remained behind,but Charles with his visions of playing in
the snow,was determined to go on.So0 Bertha aceompanied me rather than
to let him proceed with out her.

At freouent intervals,we parked the car on a lookout post,and feast-
ed our eyes,on a panorama of ravines,chasms,and lesser mountain peaks,
far down below us.Here was untamed wilderness,much of which had per-
haps,never been traversed by human foot,and whose precipitous cliff
sides,had likely never re-echoed mans voice,And the beaubty of the scen=-
ery,was there with a combination of gray cliffs,flanked by a profusion
of green vegetation,which all but covered mountain tops,sides,and rav-
ine floors. '

We reéached the summit,with out incident,and were delighted that the
drive was made,mostly in second gear,while guite long stretches were
made in high.

When we reached the top,we hastened fram s warm car,and as rapidly
into the guest house,where we found the stoves surrounded by tourists,
who had in large part left their homes to escape the heat,and now were
seeking something similiar to that they had left behind.T may add that
icicles were hanging’from the eaves,and a cold,stronz 26 degree wind,
wes storming across the mountain top.The date was August 8,1939.

Charles and I went out to find some snow,and succeeded in getting
enough together,to maske a snow ball,but his enthusiasm soon vanished,
and we were both unanimous,ag to the advantages of a warm fire,Just
another proof that the dream is often more gratifying,than the reali-
zation,

The view from the top of Pikes peak is indescribable,for here one
does not merely look down into picturescue valleys,but down below the
summit, are mountain tops,only a few hundred feet less in altitude,than
Pikes peak,itself,And the viste below,was adorned by hesvy cloude,thru
whose breaks,natures combinations,as previously deseribed,were visible.
making the individusl feel that he was truly on top of the World.

After two hours on the summit,we began the deseent,which consumed
about the same time as the ascent.And that sgme boy,whose enthusiasm
bubbled over at the prospect of a play in the snow,soon became sleepy,
and just before he went to the "Land of Nod",remarked "I sm not inter-
ested in scenery,"An observation,shared by us all.
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We returned to our tourist cabin,and soon were on the way to Den-
ver,where an overnight stop was made,and the next morming,shopvped m-
round,went out to the park and Zoo,and spent a pleasant and profitable
time,looking through the great Denver Museum of Natural history.

This mugeum is perhaps unexcelled by any in the world,considering
its type.The Chicago Museum,is far more extensive,and contains a much
more diversified display,but here is an animal and fossil exhibit,that,
is so complete,and mounted with such skill and beauty,as to make the
obgerver almost expeet those polar bears,seals,8ea Lioms,deer,and in
fact the complete Fauna,of the United States,to break through those
glass oages,and scemper sway across the Landscape,or to hurry off to
search for the waters edge. '

The palentology exhibit,very complete,is featured by the emtire
skeleton of a Dinosaur,unearthed in Utah, This fossil is some 60 feet
in ‘length,end when this immense reptile lived,its weight,as estimated
now,was at least 50 tons,

A full deseription of this unusual museum cannot be made in this
volume,but mo one should visit Demver without,spending some time in
this unusual place, -’

In the aftermoon,we drove north through Boulder,the location of
the University of Colorado,and sinece Bertha had spemt two Summer temms,
here,it brought back old memories of the past.I asked her about those,
attractive "Lovers Lanes",copiously present around the Campus,but did
not receive a satisfactory answer,even as you and T,

We reached Fstes Park,late in the Aftermoon,and I was quite dissa-
pointed,for while I was at The Teachers College,in Buporia,the stories
told by the Y,M.C.A. delegates to the annual meeting here,led me to
think this a veritable Eartly Heaven.Now I Know they did not mean to
describe Estes Park at all,but rather the ecountry around the Villasge,
of that mame,for this town of Estes Park,is like an ugly pimple on the
‘face of a beautiful Girl,or a rag weed in a bed of roses.The tovm is
Bqualid, entirely ¢ommerciaslized,and from all appearances,is a dem of
vice,But the scenery all around is exquisitely fashioned,with great
mountain peaks and ranges towering above the town.God makes and Mem
mars,a truth that is all too evident in the west,and here one only has
to raise the eyes from Estes Park,to the glories above and beyond,to
depreciate mamjand appreciate God.Lord Byron wrote "Man marks the Earth
with ruin",but here he just smears it.

We secured a csbin in The Thompson River Canyon,where two nights
were spentgand if possible,much could be said about this scenic mas-
terpiece,The Canyon extends down the Thampson river,for I0 or I2 miles,
and is just wide enough for the ¢lear,swiftly moving stresm aad the
road,while the floor is walled in by a nesrly solid combtinustion of
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of massive eliffs,which have been fashioned by a Million years of
erosion; And how those walls glitter in the sunlight,caused by a sort
of mica,which constitutes a considerable part of the texture.

This canyon is a perfect combination of gtream,pleturesaue walls,
rich green pines,with their fragrance,which makes a mountain retreat,
that Bertha thinks is incomparsble,and I am not sure but she is right.
Many of the places,in the West visited by us,have created no specifiec
desire to see sgain,but we are agreed that another visit to this can-
yon,should be made if ever again in Colorado.

Colorado,unquestionably,has more scenery of the superlative type,
than any state in the Union,end I sm inclined to think that the Rocky
Mountain Park,is truly the gem of Colorado,sc we spent one afternoon,
driving up the Trail Ridge roed,which led to an altitude of about 120
00 feet,to a swmit,where the vista included the towering peaks and
ranges of the region.Far to the left,end almost below us was the Longs
Peak,14200 feet high,and made famous by mans frequent attempts to seale
its iey top,resulting in a long list of fatalities.Just a few days be=
fore we drove up this Trail Ridge Road,an intrepid mountain ¢limber,
had elung for days,on the ice covered rocks of this peak,only to lose
his life before,rescue came,

This entire region,to the south of this road,is a vast continuation
of uninterrupted gorgeous,mountain scemery,unequaled in the West.Longs
pesk,is supplemented,if not rivalled,by MtsAlice,Lady Washington,Ida,
Taylors,and a long list of other Mountains of 1ike proportions and beau-
ty.I am sure there 18 no other place in Western United States,where so
much ewe inspiring mountain pieturesqueness,mey be seen,at a glance,

To the north of this Tzail Ridge Road,is a mountain area,that while
not so extensive,is of mo mean proportions,Far to the north is a ridge
called Mumay Ridge,sc named by same one who thought he saw the like-
ness of a Mummy,as made by the contour,at the top.I seaw no such resemb-
lance,but I have mever been very adept at meking out the likenesses of
human and enimsl forms,in the mountains.Perhaps my imagination is weak.

We drove over this highway,which was as fine black top construction,
as we will find in a mid-central state,end this fine rosd which climbs
to an sltitude of 12000 feet,makes it one of the very few in the United
States to have that distinction. '

On the way up,Charles and I went off the roesd a short distance,to
climb out on a vast sea of ice end snow,which furnished a thrill,for
the date was August 10,and I knew what kind of weather,Kensas was hav-
ing at that time,

We remained for a time,at the Ranger station,near Fall River pass,
and es at Pikes peak,the wind wes so cold and strong as to make one
spend considersble time near the fire.
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After spending two dsys in this region,our course led us out through
Thompson Ri‘ve:ﬂanyon snd on to Loveland, Ft.collin.s and Cheyenne Wyom-~
ing.

Wyoming,the land of dry barren lands,bucking bronchos,and Rodeocs,is
a state of wide open spaces.The drabness of the landscape,is only ex-
celled by the great stretches of waste land in Arizona and New Mexico.
Here in Wyaming,one may travel for hours,and see but few inhabitants,
In fact there seems but little to justify human habitation,except wide
expanses of pasture lands,and of a type,that it would seem to necessi-
tate,an entire section for a small herd.

I would not say,that the state is devoid of wealth,or beauty.Even
these arid sections,support vast herds of cattle and sheep,and as for
beauty,the landscape is frenmuently featured by a carved hill or ridge
or ravine,which hes been delicately lined and architectured,by uncount-
sble years of erosion,

Also as regards beauty,we should not rorget that the ¥ellowstone Park
is largely in Wyoming,as is the ultra beautiful Big Horn Mountains,both
of which points of interest,are to be described in future pages.

After staying ell night,at Casper Wyoming,we drove on to Cody Wyo.

a oity founded by Buffalo Bill,and through the picturesque Shoshone
River Canyon,which leads into the Yellowstone,for sbout 75 miles to
the east,

The Shoshone canyon,is scenie,and presents a.nother typical western
composition of massive cliff walls,ﬁhich flenk a clear rapidly moving
mountain stream,and gll decked out by the charm of pines and under-
brush.But the most important characteristic of this Canyon,is the car-
ving,bizerre,in type,of the eliffs on both sides of the valley.On all
sides,was noted the power and persistence of erosion.I noted large tall
square shaffs of stone,standing in perfeet plumb,snd whose sides and
corners were gliiost as eorrect as those of Bunker Hill Monument,

To the right of the highway,was an extensive line of cliffs,carved
in such a manner ss to make a good likeness of a city with spires min-
erets,and castles.The collection has been called the "Holy City",end
well 1001:3 the part.

We reached the Yellowstone,that is Fishing Bridge villege,s0 weary
that no one of the party,was especially thrilled,snd I will add that
there is but 1little,at this entry to make a tourist feel otherwise.The
village was crowded with people of every known race and creed,and app-
earance,while the miserably constructed cabins,all in olose proximity
to each other,were poorly equipped,I can say however,that the price of !
these ¢abins,was only 2.25,which was the only good feature.

As I watohed those tourists,many of whom were people of wealth,and
accustomed to0 living in mensions,I opined that had they been compelled
to live thusly,at home,a howl to "High Heasven" would have resulted.
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hile Bertha and her mother were preparing one of their character-
isiecally good meals,Charles went out with me to buy the groceries,and
I can remember his 1lively chatter,as he walked alongz and talked about
everthing,While the long trip had wearied us decidedly,he was none
the less "Chipper®, :

After supper,we went out to wateh the bears,who were strolling a-
round among the cabins,non-chalant,and apparently with one end in view,
and that to find something to eat.A garbage rack is their banouet tab-
le,while the garbage,itself is their great delight.And how they make
those cans and contents scatter.I saw one large black Bruin,perched
on a garbage rack,with his head deep down in a can,clawing snd root-
ing out the trash,but as I walked towards him,he raised up,and with
fleshing eyes,end a deep growl,gave me to know that Iwas not a wele
come guest at that festive board.Any one can take it from me,that when
a bear acts like that,it is a good time to keep distance.

These Yellowstone Bears,who amble around among the tourists,have
all the appearance,of being as gentle as a kitten,but on all sides,in
the Yellowstone,are posted signs,to egution the people against feed-
ing and molesting them,Information has it that behind those benign
looking eyes,is a disposition that may easily be misconstrued,as many
careless tourists have found out.They are ravemous for food,and just
geem to be unsble to resist bacon and sweets especially.A short time
before we arrived,a small boy had some candy,and was chased. by a bear.
The boy terrified climboed a tree,but bruin,followed him up,a ranger
came on the scene,and shot the bear.

No one who is wise,in the Yellowstone,leaves food in a temt,for
not a few campers have neglected this precaution,only to have a night
call,that was at least unpleasant. :

A1l of the previous discussion,was concerned with the common black
and Brown bears,who eireulate freely,smong the guests of the Yellow-
stone,but as to the Grimzly bears,there is is a wide difference,for
these large mammals,ouite generally aveid any association with man,
end if man wishes to make future trips to the ¥ellowstone,he would do -
well to show the Grnizzlies,the same respeoct.

The Grizzlies,usually confine their acdtivities to regions,fer up
and baeck in the deep forests,but occagssionally,they do emerge and seek
food down in the Camping area proper.Such a happening did occur,when
we were there,for one night,while we were in our tent,we heard ruining -
footsteps,past our #bole.A man was yelling to his wife and daughter,
to get into the car,We soonfound out that our neighbor,had noticed
seven bears,raiding the garbage,about 50 feet from our tent,and on £
going out there to see what they were doing,one of the seven,all be-
ing Grizzlies,with a mighty leap chased him through the trees.He was
only saved by someone picking up a fiery log,snd making a pass at
the bear,who ran out through the pines.l talked to the Ranger,who was
called and he said they were sll Grizzlies,whose intense hunger had
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Torced them to run counter to their natural fear of Man,

What a commotion this "Bear" episode,caused.The women, (the mans
wife and daushter) were hysterical,end the near vietim,was calling,
"Ranger,oh Ranger",but later on as the atmosphere became a little
more calm,he seemed to get a sort of "kick" out of his story,many
times repeated,asnd always contained the frequent assertion,"well,I
had a good start on him",an advantage,that when one finds himself
chased by a Grizzly Bear,should be really valuable.

Bertha was more sympathetic to the man,really so near death,than
I,for she was considerably frightened herself,but I was very sure,
the Bruin,was an ordinary bear,and the story of our neighbor,as he
told it so frequently,excitedly,and more or less proudly,was defin-
itely amusing,Anyway,that tourist left early the next morning,and I
am sure,he carried from the Yellowstons,a tale that has been many
times re-told since that time,

While on the subject of Gnizzlies,I will conclude all discussion
of bears,They have a Gpizzly  Bear i‘eedillg ground,whieh is located,

10 or 12 miles from Fishing Bridge,on the Loop Road,where, eath da:r

at 6 P,M.,they scatter out food for these bears,who live in the Mount-
ain woods beyond.An arena,has been constructed,on the hillside,at
guite a distemce from the feeding place,with a high,heavy wire fence
to protect the tourists,from any possible harm,

As we sat thers,sbout twenty,grizzlies,of varied sizes,were eat-
ing the food,others were lumbering along,out of the woods in the dist-
ance,while yet others,were partially visible in the woods fringe,as
if undecided about coming so close to man.This evident reticence of
these bears for msns compsny,made the presence of these snimals,in
the area near our tent,even more puzzling,

After we had moved from the cabin to our tent,in the area set a-
side for "Canvas Dwellers",we started out to explcara this mest unique,
end bizarre,region of fresks,in the world.

Yellowstone Park, consisting of 3400 square miles,was st aside as
a National Park,in 18'?2 and is world fsmous,for its Geysers,Hot spgs.,
scenery,and wida diversity of animal life.che:ver,its. chief fame is
due to the expanse being the greatest Thermel region,in the entire
world,Take thiz feature away from the Yellowstone,and we would merely
have an ordinary,mountein landscape,with canyons,lskes,and trees.

We started for 061d Faithful Geyser,over the southern half of the
loop road,a highway,that largely skirts along the shore of Lake Yellow-
stone,and goes in and out,up and down,through,heavy timber,0f Pines,
whose breaks, sllow the seintillating,sparkle of the water to filter
through,And on every side was the evidence of thermal activity,both
past and present.Great and numerous patches of white,that looked much
like snow,flaked the hillsides and valleys,with thelr mute evidence
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that here ab one time,was & wide expansive bubbling,sizzling cald-
ron,far more intense than at the present time,

Many of the hillsides,as we drove along,were dotted by white spots
of steam,and gt the road side,could be seen,gurgling hot springs,while
the air was charged by the strong odor of sulphur and other mineral
subgtanece,

There is really not much difference between a hot spring,and =
Geyser.The origin of both is the same.Geologists explain,thet far be-
low the earths surface,is an intensely heated ares,which is comnected
to the surface,by a break in the rocks strata.Water flows into this
duet,and when contset is made with this heated substance,great volumes
of gteam is generated,but its escape is prevented,for a time by the
weight of the water above.Finally,the power of the steam,gains control,
end the linuid mags is violently thrown out,followed by a period of
cuiescence,then the proccess is repeated.This explains the Geyser,and
the hot spring,is the same as t0 cause,chemical contents of the water,
and heat,but due to peculiarities,of underground structure,the stean
escapes constantly,with a continual bubbling.Maeny onetime Geysers,have
changed into hot springs,and hot springs,have metamorphosed into Gey-
sers.

And this water is really hot,for I put sn egg in a spring,called
Black Sand Springs,with the result that the 199 degree temperature,
had it well cooked in 8 minutes.

The Geysers of the Yellowstone,are so varied and numerous,that any
desgeription must be incomplete,but 0ld Faithful,is the most famous.There
There is scarcely a sehool boy,in America,who has not read sbout this
Phenaminén,and I remenber well reading,when a small boy,about the tour-
igts,slipping soap into its throat to bring on a premature eruptiom.

We sat near this CGeyser,benien and inactive,for an hour,for the e-
ruption,which we were told occurred every 69 minutes.There was nothing
to indicate that out of this mildly steaming vent,would soon come a i
hissing hot spray of water,to resch a height of almost 150 feet.As the !
tine approached,we could see an occasional erest of water,barely vis- i
ible gbove the rim,only to drop back,to reappear,a little higher.It !
all had the appearance of some mighty force,which was endeavoring to |
free itself from bondage.Soon the water shot up to a helght of about |
10 feet,mgain fell back,and then with a mighty roar of deliverance, ‘
the vast column,shot up 150 feet in the air.Other eruptions followed, .
in regular order,zradually losing force and altitude,until a 69 min- |
ute period of outward inattivity,ahd. fmvard.hetivity bekén. ;’

No one knows how lonz 0ld Faithful hes been erupting,but from the ;
comparstively,small mineral deposit,around the opening,thetime has per~ ;
haps not been over a few hundred years.We do know that since it was j
named in 1870,this Geyser has erupted over one half million times,and .
that the interval ,between the spoutingg,has grown gradually longer. |
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While Old Faithful,is the most famous Geyser in the Yellowstone,
Castle Geyser,impressed me as being far more interesting,snd is much
older ags determined by its great eircular eone,which extends 10 feet
sbove the ground.I may add that this messive external wall,has been
entirely formed by the accumulation of solids,either suspended in water
as it is thrown out,or by a chemical change afterwards.Since this Geyser
acts only once every 24 hours,we cen get some idea of its antiquity.

We were fortunate in being on hand,when this freak chose to display
its unique show,which began much as did Old Faithful,but while the wat-
er did not reach above 75 feet,yet the discharge was more violent,and
lasted for a greater length of time,How that water rolled snd roared
out of that great throat,until rivulets of hot water,ran down and a-
vay,in all directions.After several minutes of this stage,all liquid
discharge ceased,to be followed by five minutes,in whieh there was no-
thing but steam and gases.If one can imagine the exhaust of a Locomot-
ive,being 3 or 4 feet in dismeter,and the violence of the "let off",
inereased in proportion,a fair idea may be had of this spectacle.

By this Cagtle Geyser,a hot pool of clear pungent water,called Mor-
ning glory Pool,and very aptly named it is,for the walls are round,with
a gradual taspering down as far as the eye can see.And in addition,these
walls are a beaubiful greenish blue,which all much resembles a large
Morning CGlory g

This Pool,et one time was commonly used by the tourists,as a sort of
wagh tub,and decolorizer,for when a handkerchief,was dropped in to its
waters,the eloth would eventually come to the surface,¢lean,snd much of
it2 color removed.No doubt this action was due to the chemical constite
uents,such as Sulphur,Chlorine,ete.I will say that tourist do not wash
their clothes,in these hot pools now,nor drop spap in 0ld Faithfuls,fun-
nel either,for these features are at present strictly guarded.

No short deseription can do justice to the Geysers of Yellowstone,
Park,for the mmber is great,with an eoually wide divergence.In addit-
ion to the two already deseribed,there is the Grotto Geysers,active,
most of the time,and whose centuries of eruptions,have formed a Series
of bigarre rooms,hence its name,Agsin there is the Riverside Geyser,
which ghoots its 100 feet shaft of water,at en angle out over the streanm.
And lastly the White Dome Geyser,which has the largest silica mound,in
the park,snd is femous for its great amtiquity.

Agide from the Geysers and hot springs,the Yellowstone,is a land of
"Freaks™ unequalled in any other region of the world,There were the | .
Paint Pots,a large hot cauldron,of bubbling,fluid clay,whose disturb-
ance,was due to the steam snd other gases,which was continually escap-
ing to the surface,The color was a delicate blemd of pink,orange and
yellow,This blurp,blurp,never ceasing,reminding me of g great iron
kettle of Apple Butter,such my mother cooked out under the trees,when
I was & boy.
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And the Dragon mouth was there,with a visual and Auditory resemb~
lence,s0 real,ss to create a near shudder.A hole in the rocks,was an
almost perfeet replica a Dragons mouth,as pictured by mens imsginat-
ion,and fram this orifice,came a grating,gurgling sound,as if some
dangerous monster,was belching forth fire and brimstone.However these
elements of eternal punishment ,merely consisted of a gas,which forced
a body of water up an internal incline,only to allow the liguid to
fall back into the throat,torbe followed immediately,by a similiar
proccess;In day time,this sound was swe inspiring,but should pass that
way,in the dead of night,with no previous Kpowledge,of these natural
phenomena,he would be justified in thinking that "Hell" weas near by,
and would be looking for the Devil with his pitchfork,to come around
the corner.

Much of the Yellowstone,shows no Thermal action,either past or pre~
sent ,but the ecentral region,called the upper and lower Geyser regions,
is a veritable hot spot,but as has been sald before,that which is,in
no way compares to that whieh was,in days gone by.

Down below 0ld Faithful,is a region,near the Fire Hole River,which

. is a lebrynth of hot springs,and boiling pools.They have constructed
walks around through the lceality,on which the individual mey walk a-
long,with the hot water in violent motion,on either side,at the very
fTeet, Aceidents have happened,and children must be watched,while here
a Dpunk man could go to hell,with quickness and dispatch.

8ince much of this thermal action,has been stilled by the passing
of the centuries,there is much conjecture,as to the possibility of this
intensity,making a recurrence,and just how safe,1s men from en inter-
nal explosion.If the scientist is correet,in his theory,that most of
the Barths interior,is molten,we are truly sitting,on a hot seat,or
at least our seats may become hot.When the lava was spouting,snd the
most of this region was a seething cauldron,our encestora if they were
past the "Fish"stsge,were far removed,and I can conclude that the wild i
cave life in Europe,was much safer,than this Yellowgtone would have i
bem. "

But why worry,sbout the earth turning itself wrong side out and con-
verting us into "Cpacklings",for our struggle for defense,high taxes,
wars and social unrest would be settled,and perhsps in a few hundred
million years,things would be sufficiently cooled off,for a new people
to take possession,and make a go of it,

The scenery of the Yellowstone,while beautiful,is not gorgeous and
imposing as is that of the Rockies,but in the center of the park,is
Yellowstone Lake,which ranks high emong the charming lakes of the west.
Its cold,clear blue expanse,is surrounded by on two sides,byhigh rang-
es,which extend far back to merge into the Grand Tetons.

After three days,in the park when we found ourselves pretty well

. plestered by dirt,I induced Bertha and Charles,to accompany me for a
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swim in this lake,but when we camein contact with the water,it was eas~
ily discernsble,why that fine beach was practically unoccupied,for the
water was cold enough to have come from the Arctic Ocean,The Swim was
quite exhilerating,but human nature just could not stand the strain for
long,however,l remember that swim as about the most stimulating ever ex~
perienced.is for Charles,he mustered enoush nerve to get in up to his hem-
ispheric bulge,and had a great deal to say afterwards,as to his bravery.

From the Yellowstone Lake,the Yellowstone River takes its origin,runs
out under TFishing Bridge,takes a leisurely course,for a distanee,and in
time reaches a deep drop in the gradient,where it begins or rather con-
tinues to earve out one of the most picturesrue canyons in the United
States.

At the initial drop,is formed the Upper Falls of the Yellowstone,while
farther down the stream,a second drop,creates the Lower Falls.Both falls
are marvelously beautiful ,but the lower cataract,with its foreground of
canyon,makes a composite picture,which has been much photographed,and pain-
ted,and is commonly found in Art galleries,as well as a favorite for the
adormment of calendars,

We drove down this scenic road,along the canyons edge,to a point called
Artists Point,a place where most of the femous paintings of the Falls,have
been made,and here we literally feasted our eyes on the gorgeous panorama,
below and beyond us.Centuriss:' of erosion,have cut this deep gorge,whose
sides present a wild,yet harmonicus blending of overhanging cliffs,talus
slopes,minor ravines,all dedecked by a profusion of evergreen trees,which
seem to grow from every rock crevasse,and shallow accumulation of soil.

To me,there is no scenic masterpiece,quite so charming as a multi-col-
ored canyon,with rocks,cliffs and soil,all delicately tinted,and set in
a field of green.In such splendor,there is but few strong colors,as is in
the rainbow,nor is there any resemblance to the colors of the Spectrum,
but the Master Artist has well erased the line of color demarkation,until
one tint merely fades into another,to create an atmosphere of serenity and
peace

I would not forget the Falls at the upper end of this canyon,with its
white glistening sheen in the sunlight,and the vhite foamy churning waters,
at its base.The picture is much like a richly bejeweled hostess,elaborat-
ely gormed,and sitting at the head of Natures table, _

The Yellowstone Park,is a great sanctuary for bird and animal 1ife,On
Yellowstone Lake,isz sn Island,where the near extinet Trumpeter Swan,nests,
while wild geese,Pelicans,ducks,and a wide variety of other water fowls,
nest and bring up their young around the lakes edges.Also baek in the wilds
of the park,are land birds,of wide variety,especially highlighted by the
Eagle family,which includes the Golden and Bald Tagles,
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But the animal life of the this park,is perhaps the more import-
ant,for no place in the United States,is thers such variety and num-
bers of large and small Game.Mention has glready been made of the bears,
which may be commonly seen by the roadside,begging their bread.I may
say that these Bruins do not include the Grizzlies,who avoid the soe=~
iety of man,snd that to mans advantage.

The Yellowstone,has great herds of Elk,Bison,and Antelope,and as
we wers driving along the Loop Road,in the Northern end of the Park,
two bull Moose were noted as  they placidly fed,half concealed by the
heavy grass near the highway,and two days later,as I was fishing in
Lake Yellowstone,two beautiful specimens(Granting that a Moose is ever
beautiful) ceme down to the water to drink,36 yards from where I stood.

The small animals are also here in abundance,but we were especially
interested in the Beavers,or rather their ingenious mud and sticks hab-
itats.In the plains,along this road,may be noted considerably sized,bod=
ies of water,which were held back by the remnants of Beaver dams,all
the work of these industrious little animals,memy years ago.Scme of the
ponds covered several acres.

We noted a large dam near the Roadway,which was the 1939 mansion of
a Beaver colony,who did not choose to come ocut and greet us.But that
dam was at least 4 feet high,and 30 feet long,and what was mysterious,
was where they got all those sticks,end just what kept that body of wat-
er,from running through.Undoubtedly,under the water,and ontthe upper
side was g eompaet layer of mud,made g0lid and campact,by the Beavers
flat strong tails. '

The animals of the park,are in generaljguite heavily subsidized,in
fact many of them are on Government Relief,However,the Flks are at pres-
ent left to rustle for themselves.Time was when these animale,were fed
in the Winter time,but a Ranger,in one of his Campfire talks stated that
like Human beings,their ability and will to rustle,markedly deecreases,
when Paternalized by the Govermment.This might be a good lesson to Our
Unele Sam,who is so generously softening up the American people.

The time and spece allotted for the Yellowstone Park,is about spent,
but I eould mention the Great Jypiter Terrace of lionmmoth Hot Springs,
the Golden gate,the Tower Falls,with its nearby Pinnacle Spires,and the
huge boulder,that has hung so myteriocusly over these fallg,from the
time this park was first explored by the White HMan.

As regerds area,we did not see a great portion of the Yellowstone,
for mach of its expanse is a wild,almost impassable region,with no real
rosds,and even few trails,The Govermment has comstructed a fine hard
surfaced highway,celled "The Loop",which makes an elongated circult,
from the Lower Geyser region,to Mammeth Hot Springs on the North side,
and it is along this road,that the main features of the Park lie,
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After staying the first night in a cabin,we went across the road
to the area,reserved for campers,and spent considersble time,in choos-
ing a location for our temt.I suppose,we went about the task,some
what like a pioneer,as he staked his elaim,but here was no quistude,
or privacy,for I have rarely been in a place,where everybody knew every
nelghbors affairs as in this camping place.Since the tents were in
close proximity,and all ate out in the open,we knew what our neighbors
had to eat,could tell whether their children were good or bad,and even
frequently knew when they went to the toilet,and by a little thought,
and observation,could form some estimate of the urgeney of their desir-
es.This was all aided,by the frequent question,"Where is the Toilet?"

What a conglomertaion of HMimanity,that was,and the vehicles were
about as diversified.There were old trucks,comverted into sleeping quart-
ers,for large families,wooden boxes on wheels,tents of sll sizes,shapes,
and degrees of dilapidation,ell contrasted by luxurious trailer houses,
that must have cost thousands of dollaras.One of these expensive trailer
homes,was wheeled in near our tent,and the driver,a prosperous appearing
man,while attempting to back it in among the trees,showed me how profan-
ity is dome,"Chicago Style",

The people,themselves,were equally as varied.One could see elderly
couples,who perhaps after years of hard work,and vacation dresms,had
likely broken eway from their toil,to see a little of the West berore
the shadows of life and age should forever intervene.

Most of these people,had all evidence of respectibility,while a few,
geemad to have erosged those mountains,for the sole purpose of getting
drunk,I can say however,that they were a friendly lot,Every body seemed
to want to kmow where every body came from,where he was going from the
park,and by what route,One neighbor,even singled us out a fish hungry,
and brought over a fine mess of "Cut Throat trout",

Bertha,8harles Mrs Hyde,and myself,all lived in a small Umbrells
tent,that was hardly sufficient for 4 persons,snd the dust around,was
half ankle deep,The latter feature,brought on that charscteristic,Sat-
urday night dirty feeling,not later thah Monday,There were baths to be
had,but we thought a 50 cents charge,a little high,hence the cold dips
in Yellowstone Lake,ss slready deseribed.

I would not leave the impression,that ceamping out in the Yellowstone,
has no pleasures,for natume was generous,with cool invigorating,mount-
ain air,the pleaﬂing arcma of the pines,while Bertha added to our pleas-
ures,by sumptious meals,cooked on our little gasoline stove,and eaten

! on a table under the trees.

We lived in this tent for five days esnd nights,snd as usually occcurs,
the novelty began to wear off,we began to notice the dust,snd those
gnats,had my ears,well on the rosd to extinetion,Also Bertha had almost
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exhausted her patience,in her efforts to keep Charles clean,Of cou-
r8e,his dirty state,gave him no worry,at all,in fact,to squash that
dirt up between his toes,and roll over in it like a mule,at the end
of a days work,was his supreme delight and joy.

After T had tried on several occasions,to induce those Yellowstone
Trout to teke a fly,and had signally failed to hook those Cutthroats
under Fishing bridge,the charms of the Yellowstone,began to seem a
little commonplace.30 as I returned from my Piscatorial pursuits,one
day,Bertha weakened enough,to state that she was getting tired of
this dust,all of which,met with my hearty accord.The result was that
we moved into a ecabin, and. made preparation for the long trek to our
Kansas home,

The next day,Saturday August 19,1939,we left this uhusual park,in
the rain,to pass out through picturescue Shoshone Canyon,to Cody,Wyo.
where we stopped for a time,in the famous Buffalo Bill museum,at that
time kept by a niece of the old scout,himself,I doubt if there is an-
other like collection,comparable to thie sggregation of frontier rel-
ics,Quite naturally,everything centered around the life and doings of
Buffalo Bill,but there was a seeming endless display of old guns,wag-
ons,saddles,texidermied animals,documents,indian relics,and just a-
bout everthing,one would expect to be comnected with the West,

0f Buffalo Bill,much was concerned,while the niece of Cody,stood
at the desk,and gave her personal account of her Uncle,which all made
him out as a very intrepid and fearless character,I am sure both the
museum,and niece,put more of a halo about his head than history, just-
ifies.Even so,no one should pass through Goﬁy,withuut locking throug,h
this miseun,

Since we planned on going back to Kansas,by way of the Black Hills,
we took highway 1l4,that stretched disgonally across Wycmling,snd over
the Big Horn Mountains,which extend obliquely,from noxrth to south,like
a great sear,on the face of nature.As to the geology and formation,of
this renge,much could be said,but it is enough to add that this entire
ridge,was doubtlessly formed by a violent shrinking of the Earths sur-
face,which literally squashed these regions,to a position,far above
the plains,

As we reached the foot hills of the Big Horns,the day was cold,damp
and gloomy,and we could see fresh snow on the summits,far above us,but
while our course was up,up,continually up,there was no axpectation,
that we would eventually drive through this snow,butafter a long time
in executing those sharp eurves and steep grades,snow appeared by the
roadside,and soon we were driving through an area in which s four inch
snow c¢ompletely covered the ground,The foliage was decorated by great
hanging festoons of snow,to make a winter scene,much like one might
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see in the Ozarks during Winter,For over an hour,we travelled through
this snowy landscspe,and yet the date wasa August 19,a time when the
plains of Kansas,were baked and parched by hot winds,

Cherles and I eould not resist our 4 and 54 kiddish inclinations,
and waded out into the snow,ate some of it,and had a brief frolic.

For sublime scenery,these Big Horn Mountains, certainly rank high.
for the road,while steep,very crooked,and more or less nerve racking,
yet it was through a constant changing panorama of chasms,gorges,rav-
ines,and forests,that impressed me ag being about as beautiful as any
in the West.However neither of us were in a state of mind,to give the
area a just sppreciation,Perhaps we were just a little "Scenery Logged".

After staying all night at Sheridan Wyoming,and about noon,the next
day,arrived at the Black Hills,a region,that surprised me,greatly,for
I had always thought of this sorner of South Dakota,as merely sn area,
characterized,by insignificent hills,and scenery.But what an entranc-
ing loeality,this is with its stately Pines,besutiful roadsides and
lofty mountain pesks.The Black Hills,are no more properly called "Hills7,
than to give many of the Mountains of the West,this cognomen,It iz
true that none of the mountains are more than 7000 feet high,but even
this,is no ant hill,and many of the mountains farther west are much low-
er,and not a few are far outclassed by this Black Hills scenery.

The Black Hills,like the Big Horn Mounteins,sre set apart,as gems in
a setting of somber,seml-level,and near desert surroundings.If one goes
in almost eny direction,from these hills he does not travel far ere he
leaves the hills,behind and emerges into regioms of wind swept prairies.

We drove around over mountain roads,lined by great stately pines,
fully as majestic as those seen around Lake Tahoe,or in Northern Calif-
ornia,while the rocks by the roadside,and even the cliffs,scintillated,
like gold,ss their mica content reflected the rays of the Sun,

This glittering substance,is not gold,as many people first thought,
but the Gold is here,for near Custer,we sew signs,which offered to let
the tourist pan out Gold,for a price,Again several miles north of Cust=
er,is the largest,and richest Gold mine,in the World.

Gold,was the prineipal cause of Custers Massacre,for the discovery
of this metal,in the Black Hills,  started all the "Rumpus® with the
Indisns.History records,that,these hills were given to the Sioux Ind-
ians,by the United States Govermment,for there permanent hame.But when
gold was Qiscovered,settlers end prospectors rushed in,friction devel-
oped,which culminated in the Govermment,ccmpletely breaking their word,
and moving the Indiens off.The rest is a familisr story,but the Indians
went on the War path,troops were sent out to erush them,hence the wip~
ing out of Custers foreces,
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The points of interest,in the Black Hills,are the great fossil
beds,the aneient buried eity,and lastly the great modern miracle,
the Rushmore Memorial.

Space will allow,a description of but one of these features,nam-
ely the Rushmore Memmorial,which is supposed be a mamorial to Lin-
coln,Washington,Jeffersongnd Theodore Roosevelt,but it is in truth a
Memmorial to Gutzom Borglum,the sculpture,for while these Memoirs,
are being written,that great artist died in 1940,

No deseription of the Black Hills,would be eomplete,without a des-
eription of the most prodigious task of mountain ecarving,ever under
taken by man.Borglum,backed by funds appropriated by the State of
South Dakota,almost ten years ago,envisioned and started to earve
the likenesses of these four former Presidents,on the massive gran-
ite face of Mount Rushmore,which is about 1000 feet high,and while
the surface was comparatively smmoth,as cliffs go,yet thousands of
tons of rock had to be blasted off,before the real carving could be
started,Also an immense model,sbout 30 feet tall was construched of
plaster Paris,to act as a blue print to guide the Sculptor.

When we were there,the faces of Linecoln,Weshington,and Jefferson,
were well campleted,but that Of Theodore Roosevelt,was scarcely start-
ed,however at the present time December 1941,the figures are complete,
except for minor touches,which are being done,by Borglums son,

These images are of almost unbellevable dimensions.Lincolns mouth
is B2 feet across,and could it be opened,the entire Sphinx,could be
slipped in with ease,The pupil of the eye,izs 4 feet in diameter,and
the distance from the eye,to the hairline,is 17 feet.

When Calvin Coolidge was spending the summer in Rapid City,in 1927,
he handed the tools to Soulptor Gutzom Borglum,who immediately began
work on the project.S8killful powiermen,efter dérilling myriads of holes
in the granite cliff,blasted away the rock,to within a few inches of
the finsl surface of the faces,all of which was followed by a skillful
chipping of the last few inches,with trip hemmers.Follow-up men,then
smoothed the rough spots,and then the Seulptor,was ready to begin the
carving of the features.

At the time the work was started,Mount RFushmore,was meny miles a-
way from a highway,but in 1939,es8 we were there,a scenic highway had
been eonstructed to and around the Memorial.We were told that 225000
people travelled over that road,to view that memorial in a years time,

As has. been said,Borglum did not live to see the finish of his dream,
for he died last year,at a time when the features were practically cam-
plete,Lineoln Borglum,the sculptors son,and his chief assistant,finish-
ed the carvings,which now,1941,are completely finished,
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We drove around the area,remained all night at Rapid City,made fam-
ous by being the 1927 Sumnmer home of Calvin Coolidge,who while here,iss-
ued his famous "I do not choose to run,"statement,The next morning,we
left the Black Hills,or it would be nearly correct,to say,we were blown
out.The morning started out fair and calm,buv soon a black cloud arose
in the west,and before our journey was well begun,the wind was blowing
with a velocity,never experienced in Kansas,and to any one who is fem-
iliar with the western gales of that state,no further explaination is
neccessary.But here not only dust was in the air,but a wide variebty of
missiles,such as weed stocks,grass,and even pebbles,banged against the
car,while the atmosphere was almost too dark to drive through.T threw
my hat back of the front seat,but when I looked for it later on,the hat
was gone,and to this day,I am convinced that it was blown out through
a half opened back window.

Our way lead us through the Famous Bad Lands region,which while quite
unigue,did not appear of sufficient interest to justify a lengthy des-
cr:l.pt.ion.z may say though,that these curiously eroded and carved ‘soil
mounds,ravines and ridges,asre perhaps unegualled in the United States,
The area is an expanse,which covers hundreds of souare miles,and is a
eontinuous panorsmsa of bizasrre knobs,pinnacles,and gorges,all delicat-
ely tinted by a wide variety of colors.The region is a telling testimon-
ial,a8 to the slow,persistent,chenge that has been wrought during the
countless sges of the past,

We were soon back to our home in Wellington,and a 3400 mile Auto trip

3 was ended,Most of the journey was pleasant,and sdded grestly to happy
memories of the West,however,as is perhaps characteristic of such trips
in general,home glows with a brighter lustre,and while we went away for
rest and recreation,we came back for about the same thing.

I went back into the groove,not as an officer,but as s Civilian Camp
Physician,The old Army uniform was laid aside,supposedly for good,and T
was soon decked out in a "Coab of green“[?ants were worn too),while the
salary was chopped $1500,00,per yeax.

The remainder of our stay at Wellington,was more or less uneventful,
and was just the sort of life,that is designed to give the maximum in
solid living comforts,.Tpips such as we had made,together with previous
years spent in the West,may be considered the dessert,but life is not
in general,maintained by desserts,and I cen make no greater compliment

- to Wellington,snd vicinity,than to term it the satisfying,all suffic-
ient eammon bread of 1life,

Charles,at this time,was 4} years of age,and a rapidly growing self
assertive lad,who kept both his mother snd this writer on the alert,and
I must state,that while all parents are supposed to lead their children,
I am inelined to think,that many times we were merely "Followers™.
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During the year 1940,two leaves of absence,were taken.The first was
largely utilized for a trip to Cassville,lissouri,and Roering River,both
places being sort of "first Loves",on account of the many happy days
spent dowmn there,and especially fond in memory,for this was the birth-
place of Charles Eldon,in 1935,

The second vacation,was in November,when we took a trip to Mound City
lMissouri,the American Royal,in Kansas City,and lastly a solo journey,
of my own,to The Rio Grande Velley,on a Missouri Pacific train,This trip
is of vivid memory,for I travelled far and wide through Northern Texas,
in an attempt to reach Houston.The entire region of the state,was a con-
tinuation of fields converted into lakes,swollen overflowing streams,live
stock isolated on small islands,and in many places,surging waters,that
swirled up against the Rail road grade.We would proceed for a distance,
only to be stopped by a track wash out,or by a trestle,completely cover-
ed by water,As s conseouence,the train was forced to shuttle back and
forth,for almost two days,in an effort to get to Houston,only 200 miles
away . =

But the pot of Gold,at the end,was a satisfying reward,for I landed in
the Rio Gpande Valley,at a time when that Parsdise,was all sglow with
ripe orsnges,Grape Fruit and lemons,In fact,Bdnes back yard was well tak-
en up by large orange trees,all tihted with Yellow Citrus fruit,and I
suppose I wasg somewhat like the boy and the berrel of sugar.

Enough has been said in a descriptive sense,sbout this unusual Valley,
but after literally gorging myself with oranges,for five days,I shipped
back a lerge basket of them to Wellington,where the gustatory satiation,
was even more fully accomplished,

In former pasges,a limited space has been devoted at intervels,to a del-
ineating of important events.There is no pretense as to the possession
of any unusual sbility to unravel the edmplex and possibly tangled,threads
of publie effairs,But sinee 1933,in partieular,national and Internation-
al events,have had a vital bearing on every citizen of the land,and has
in peculisr fashion,mapped out this writers life for part of the pasi,all
of the present,and doubtless much of the future,

As has been said before in these pages,l989 ushered in a period of de~
pression,that put rich and poor alike in the "Bread Line",It was no novel-
ty,to learn of a millionaire,being made penniless,over night.One time
prosperous industrious plants,closed,money went into hiding,and the unemp-
loyed list in America,reached the astounding total of 12 to 18 million
men,Men out of work had no money to spend,asnd the factories,being unable
to dispose of their goods,bought less of the Farmer,who soon had an um=-
saleable: surplus.The farmer bought less factory produets,and the econom-
ic chaos went round and round.
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To add to the burden,taxes incressed tremendously,with the result
that caused houses and lands in great numbers,to be either sold for
unpaid texes,or thrown back into the laps of the banks and the Liort-
gage companies,find the banks were so hard hit that,all over the land
great numbers of these institutions,closed their doors,which in turn
wiped out the savings of countless American eitizens,

President Roosevelt,made an attempt to bresk in on this vieious
economic cyele,and did straighten out the bank mess,with his Bank act
which gugrranteed deposits with: the funds and credit of the United
States Treaury,but his other experiments were erovmed with only a
partial success or none at all,Volumes eould be written about the M.
R.A. ,E.C,W, ,A.A.A. W, P,A.,C,CuC, ,end other combinations of the Alpha-
bet,as well as to his ouestionable policy of spending ourselves into
prosperity,but after 7 years of turning these "Roulette" wheels of
cure-alls,the unemployment in the country,on January 1,1941,was a-
bout the same.

Longfellow,in his Hiawathe,says :

Never swoops a soaring Vulture,

On a sick and wounded bison,

But another Vulture,watching,

Sees the downward plunge,and follows, i
America was sick,the world was sick,psrt were tortured by hunger,and
all by the Vulture of strife and disorganization,when Adclph Hitler
tSew the downward plunge snd followed”,

Hitler,an obscure paper hamger,from Austrias,had long been infleming
the German people,against the Non-Germsn world.He had written his Mein
Kampf ,which set Porth the contention,that the German Nation should be
dominent in the world.He even propogandized the people of German des-
eent,of all lands,with the tenet,that "Once a Germen,slways a German®,
end thus subject to the suthority of the Reich,

When Hitler came into power,in 1933,he immediately begen,in secret~
ive fashion,s vast armament program,which progressed g0 rapidly and
eri‘ieientli ,bhat slmost before Englsnd and Fience were aware,he was
sufficiently strong,to challenge the military might of these combined
Powers.,

America,never did like Hitler,or his Philosophy,but an effort was
made to st least be calm about it,but his persecution of the Jews, in
1936,7,8 and 9 ,bogether with his brutal demands on czheko-slovakia,
and Polam! in 1939 end 1939,created a hatred of this "Savage",sbout
a8 intense as that bestowea. on the Kaiser of 1917,

Events moved rspidly in Furope,Englendhed begun a gigentic Re-arm-
ament program,and by 1939,were thoroughly awake,but in the meantime,
tried appessement.Hitler hed teamed up with Huasolini;of Italy,and in
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1938 and 1939,swallowed up CUzheko-Slovakia,but when he abttacked Pol-
and,in September 1939,Fngland and France,who were Polands Allies,dec~
lared war on the Nazis,and the 2nd World war was on,France,Holland,Bel-
gium,and Demmark were crushed during the first half of 1940,and later
on in the year,Norway,was taken over.

‘While 811 this aggression was taking place,the United States,slept
on,with a feelinz of security,that the two oceans,which guarded her
shores,woull keep any foe at a safe distance.In fact,assurances came
freely from what appeared to be @nimpeachable authorities,that our saf-
ety,was in no way endangered,a calmnegs,that played into Hitlers hands,
in a wey that precisely fit his pattern.As a result,spy and fifth col-
umn organizations,spreng up in America,much like Toadstools that raise
their heads above a wet lawn,during the night.

France had been destroyed by the same type of false seeurity,not be-
cause of an ocean boundary,but dus to their Maginot Line,which in real-
ity had more deadly forces of disintegration,inside than out,

But when Great Britain,relinguished her last foothold on the Conti-
nent of Furope,and left most of her war supplies and equipment,on the
sands of Dunkirk,and when England was faced with probable capitulation,
America,while not swake,did at least turn over in bed,There began an
inatant e¢lemor from a few Modern "Paul Reveres",who finally made the
United States shake off enough Lethargy',to'realize what it would be like
to have England crushed in the Atlantic,and her fleet under German con-
trol,at the very doors of the Western’ Hemisphere,

When France fell to the Germans,President Roosevelt,went before our
Congress,and asked for 50000 airplanes,sn army of Gigantic proportions,
and a tremendous increase of War vessel tonnage,possibly sufficient for
a two ocesn navy,in time.

Things began to hum in earnest,Army Camps sprang up in various parts
of the country,airfields were laid out in great numbers,airplane prod-
uction was vastly accelerated,and last and perhaps most important,a Nat- |
ional Dpaft law was instituted. ;

All this magnitude of war preparation,vitally affected the Reserve i
0fficers,for the Regular Army,with its 17000 officers,was entirely inad- f
equate to organize and direct an army of a Million men,As s consequence, :
the 100000 Reserve Officers,in America,were c¢alled into the breech, |

All during the Pall and Winter of 1940-41,Indieations were evident, |
that the "Handkerchiefmight be dropped behind me,However,I really did
not expeet to be ealled,and surely did not desire it,There was a time, i
when Military life appealed to me greatly,but st 55,much of the Martial i
spirit,one may have,had,quite naturally had lesked out,However,be that §
as it may,late in Mareh,1941,T was ordered to report at Camp Robinson,on |
April 10th,for assigmment in the Medical Corps,snd that with the 43 Engi- |
neers, = !
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My entry into the service,was both an end and a beginning of import-
ance,First,it marked the finis,of 8 years duty in the Civilian Conser-
vabion Corps,years packed with all the elements thabt must go into the
strueture of a happy and prosperous life,

T would not want to close the delineation of the events,in these 8
years,vwithout giving expression to an appreciation to Bertha,who took
all the varied inconveniences and deprivation,in stride,and with Charles,
smoothed many real and some imaeginary troubled spots in my pathway.l
remember full well,how on numerous occasions,vhen a transfer,almost made
me sick at heart ,Bextha,in true Wifely fashion,scattered the gloom,by
her cheerful cooperation.,C.C.C. life was never easy for either of us,due
to the many deprivations of those things we had been accustomed to en-
joy.Bdgar A.Guest,Says "It takes a lot of living in a house to make it
home",and if this yard stick had been applied to life during these years,
I.doubt if our abodes could have oualified at all,However,I suppose the
Poet did not mean to measure by the actual time spent,but rather,as to
tlie ouality of that living,be it short or long.If a college,can consist
of a certain teacher,on one end of a log,and a pupil on the other,as 7J.
A,Garfield said,then surely three people,of a femily,should be able to
make a home out of an old sbandoned Pool Hell,in an Idaho Canyon.

And Bertha especially helped me to enjoy the scenery of the West.A
Naturalist,seems to be able to explore the haunts of nature,for weeks,
at a time,and derive perfect satisfaction,even though the cammunion,in-
cludes none but nature snd himself,But Even John Muir,was not content,
to keep the secrets of the lowly miniature wildflowers,that elung to
the eliff walls of the Yosemete Valley,or the glories of those thundering
waterfalls.He wrote several books,in which he appeared to have a pass-
ionate desire,to pass on to a reading world,the inspirations,of his Z01i-
tary wanderings.,

We were not great naturaslists,and even none at all,but ours was the
same need and desire to give an outlet to natural emotions.Since neither
of us expected to write a book,we did very well,by using each other,in

a sort of give and tske relationship,of which Bertha carried her half,
well,

And after the feast at Natures table was over,we pushed ourselves back
from the Festive board,to continue to partake of these scemic repasis,
that ghall live as long as memory has the power to recell. j

The Gall to the Colors,also marked an importent beginning,True,I had g
been long on setive duty,with the Army,but there is a wide difference be-
tween frmy life in the 0CCs,snd that with troops,The former was really
getting ready for peace,or to make peace secure,while the latter is act-
ually getting ready for war.

When I left for Camp Robinson,war clouds were already hanging low,and
few people in the "Enow",thought that war could be averted,but whether it
would come from Japan or Germany,or from both,was not c¢lesr,however,the
magnitude of the preparation,and activity,clearly indicated some great
confliet was in the offing,.
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On April 8,1941,we locked up our home abt Wellington,Kansas,and
efter two days spent at the home of Berthes motlier,near Altoona,Kan-
gas,I journeyed to Camp Robinson,by way of train,to join my future
organization,the 4%rd FEngineers,

Now it is not proper for me to lament my fate,for the family decid-
edly felt the impact of leaving home and friends,at Wellington,even
more than I,and as to those 1200 men and 50 officers of the Regiment,
had doubtless come separations ecually a8 poignant as mine.I may add
that there are few shoulders to ¢ry on in the Ammy,and if there were,
neither the "Sobber'nor the ovmer of the shoulder,would be.a very good
goldier,Ammy life is no different from Civilian life,in that the wise
course is to take things as they come,and not expect much sympathy.

My initistion into Army life at Cemp Robinson,was not especislly "
"Cheery",for the pleasant room in the Officers quarters,of the Welling-
ton camp,was a far cry from that cold,leaky,dreary,unfurnished tent at
this Army camp,but all the officers,including the Colonel in Command,
lived likewise,and so could I.

My duty was with the Medicsl Detachment,consisting of 6 Officers and
38 Enlisted men,of whom,ineluding this writer,none knew much sbout org-
anizing an Infirmary service in the Army.I would not go into detail as
to my ‘appalling ignorance,lest the reader should think me bragging of
my present finnisee of trainingz,but the passage of Secripture which tells
of the "Blind leading the blind" would fit us well,anyhow should the
ignorant have been thrown overbosrd,those "Himan Doughnuts" would have
been universally "Dunked".

I suppose I was biased in favor of the Civilian Conservation Corps,
but just ecould not help making comparison between the efficiency of this
organization,and that at Camp Robinson,Most of the C.C.C., companies,I
had served ran along like well oiled pieces of machinery,while here at
Robinson, every ohe seaned to be so uncertain,and while the main purpose,
was to train soldiers,yet many of the officers needed training more.Of
courge the officers,in large part,hsd only recently been pulled out of
Civilian jobs,far removed fran any association with the Army,One Engin-
eer,who hed been given an important army Engineering task,tcld me,H-1,

I dont know snything about this job,all I ever did was to lay some Pipe
linesm", '

While these facts exist,I am not sure that the Government,Army or
men,deserve eriticism,at all,for to raise an Army of 150000 men up to
one of 1500000,with 125000 officers,and that under the driving lash of
a desperate emergency,is a prodigious task.Too,we must remember that
leadership, just does not sprout out like Oak leaves in the Springtime,
but rather,it must be developed.

I am sure our Civilian population,has but little conception of what ;
it means to house,equip,feed and train an army of 1000000 men.A large f
camp costing $25000000,will not house over 40000 men,and each soldier, !
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must have st least a hundred dollars worth of clothing,as an initial
issue.Fach Division of 20000 men must be provided with enough trucks
when they move to'make a convoy on the road,that streteches for 70 miles.
Then each soldier,if for combat,must have a rifle,that costs from $25
t0 §75.00,A1s0 must be included myriads of machine guns,artillery piec-
es,airplanes,tenks,armored cars,and on and on,

When we consider that this immense procurement,must be accomplished,
at a staggering cost,during a time when the clouds of war,are hanging
low,and threatening to engulf us at any moment,the difficulty of the
task may be easily seen,as well as the inevitable waste and disorder.

Camp Robinsom,largely a tent camp,is located on a hill top and side,
about 6 miles from Little Roclk,proper,and occupies the site of o0ld Camp
Pike,used during the first worlds war,It iz almost uncanny,to think that
on this very spot where these tents now stand,less than 25 years ago,was
= barracks camp,that housed 60000 men,Today,many of the soldiers of Camp
Robinson,are sons of those same soldiers,who trained on these same hill-
sides,a guarter of a century ago,and doubtless,those men of 0ld Camp
Pike dsys,never dreamed that in 1941, their sons would be here,in a new
camp, preparing for a new war against an old foe,

The Camp proper,is sbout 2 miles long,and I mile wide,and consists
of thousends of tents,grouped according to organizations,and generously
sprinkled with frame buildings,for offices,mess halls,recreation halls,
Chapels and store houses,

The Govermment has gone far,since the camps beginning,in August 1939.
Now fine black top roads,or grafed gravel,ceross snd eriss ceross the Camp
in its entirety.A hospital with a capacity of 1400 patients has been in
operation,since January 194L,and even chapels several in nurber,each e~
ruipped with a Hammond Pipe organ,point their spires heavenward.

And for sctivity,few places show so much diversified and almost frenz -
ied prepasration.Trucks and cars of all kinds and sizes,starting eith the
lowly Jeep,roll by in every direction,in seemingly endless stresms.One
may hear the sharp orders of the Non-Coms,to thelr Platoons,as they en-
deavor to mgke raw recruits into soldiers,And the almost constant fire
eracker like sound of the rifle fire on the range, '

An army in the making,is about the most striking cross section of 1life,
that one may ever expect t0 see.In the 43rd Engineers,were fine music-
ians,brilliant young Lawyers,skilled FElectricisns, Millionaires sons,all
mingling with those who represented the sub-strata of life,yet there was
no visible line of demarkstion.Army life is a melting pot in truth,at
least for a time,and it makes for pride t0 live in a lend,where men do
live the same life,and with a tolerance of spirit.

And I em impressed by the comradeship in the Army.Few things happen
t0 one individual,that might not be the lot of any other,end they kmow .
it.If a soldier drews a palr of trousers,that make him look like a Holl-
ander,or a pair of shoes that sllow his feet to roll around like dried
peas in a pod,the same prediceament is apt to strike any other.
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