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LIFE AT BUFFALO

A TRIP TO THE FATR=CHICAGO
PAGE 106
Reserve Officer,the YWar Department,in June 1933 asiced me to take up active
duty with the Civilian Gonservation Corps,as a u'E‘leE‘l Ufficer,

As before stated,the practice at Buffalo was totelly inaderuate for our
support,and nuite naturallv the prospects of o good salary,was a tempting
inducement.50 I made = trip to Umaha,where arran{rements were made for my
entrance into the service,togethér fii.h the steps needed for a Catainey,ln-
formation was given out th it the call would be about June 10,and since we
had several days to wait,a trip to the Century of Progress, in Chicago,was
made in the mesntime,

‘'he Journey to Chicago,was made by train and Bus,and really had two aims
in view,the second being a visit to home of the Lifllers,who were relatives
of Bertha,

There shall be no attempt to describe in detail, the magnitude and wond-
er of this exhibitien,whose setup had been accomplished by a prodigious cost

and effort.The shores of Lake IMichigan had actually been pushed back for a
considerable distance,the feat heing done by filling in and expanse of sever=-
al acres,to make new land for the fair buildings.

f&J.mOSt every nation had buildings,and exhibits,as was also true of the
several states,and all such propagsndized the merits of these Commonwealths.
There were petite maidens from the land of Jaspan,gaily costimed peasants of
Belgium,Holland,Germany,Italy,F¥ance,and the Bslkans,most of whom featured
their eoloxful appsrel,and notive danccn.

ALl phases of science,snd progress was displsayed in graphic fashion.Ve
saw a Chevrolet car made from beginning to end,and a Firestone Tire evolve
from crude rubber,rayon etc,to the Tinished product.

The transportation building housed an extensive collection of early mod-
el airplanes,as well as the latest models.There were railroad engines,cars
and ecuipment,to représent all changes throughout the years,Even the Royal
Scot,the last word in @ir conditioned trains of Ingland was there,

Much was made of Fdisons inventions,which included his original Phono-
graph,the various steges in the evolution of the Electric light,and his tel=-
ezraph instruments.

The Science building was clearly the masterpiece of the fair,for here was
displayved anendless collection of features which depicted almost every line
of scientific research and accomplishment'.A miniature oil refinery was set
up and in operation,a gold mine with its eouipment,was displayed,while med-
icine,arts,Chemistry,Biology,Physics,Paleontology,and other activities were
here pictured in highly interesting fashiom.

While the three days spent at the Fair,were absorbing,I have vivid memor-
ies of weariness,especially of the feet,for from early morning to late in I .
the afternoon,it was a constant tramp from building to building.One morning,
we decided to go out on the hillsides,near the ground to rest under the trees,
but as we moved along,there could just be no agreement,as to the proper tree.
whereupon Berthe,in true womanly style,announced we would stop under a certs
ain~treegwhich was done,and we rested our "Dogs",as did the rest of the Hob-
oes lying all around,
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then we returned to Buffglo,my orders $0 report to Fort Leavenworth,
were in the Post Office,and I made ready for the departure,which was
to talke place on Jyhe 10,1933,

Since that time,I have become somevhat accustomed to moving on an
uncharted course,with but little knowledge events,however,when I left
Home that June morning,I was completely at sea.The immediate destination
wasg lmown to be Fort Leavenworth,but beyond that,there was nothing of
information.Since the Conservation Corps covered the entire nation,it
was very possible fop me to "Bob" up in same distant state.

I locked up the office,leaving the eguipment in place,and with some
considerable sadness,left Bertha at home,to await developments which
we fondly hoped would nolseparate us for a long period of time;

There was no thought that the absence from the Buffalo home,would
be for over six months,but at the time these Memoirs are being written,
almost eight years later,that absence is still extending through the
years,and while I did not l-mow it then,that was end of my prac‘bice in
that community,

'~ When I arrived at The Fort,the CCC Cemp ground was all astir,with
about 7000 Enrollees,who were encamped there,in an area set apart for
the Corps.New men were arriving on special trains and in isolated

groups,companies were being organized,and sent out in all direetions,

In two days,I was assigned to Company 1713, composed of Missouri
boys,and whose destination,was Roaring River at Cassville Missouri.The
surgeon told me he was sending me to the most beautiful location in
the Distriet,a statement,that I afterwards found to be correct,for this
assigmment was destined to locate both Bertha and me at a place whose
beauty and plessant associations were to supply us with 'bwo and one half
years of happiness,

Company 1713,was commanded by Ceptains Lehman and Linell assisted
by two Sergeants all of the Regular Army.

The company with its belongings,went to Gﬂssvj.lle ,by train,and dowm
to Roaring River by truck,where we cleared away the brush a.nd briars,
on level spot on the banks of clear rippling Roaring River.Tents were
erected almost as if by magic,and we were on our way.

The first Sumer in these tents was about as near sn spproach to
rioneer life,ass one will likely experience,in this Middle West,in
these modern times,Since we had a very limited equipment,the company
made its own tables and chairs,cut from the timber of the Park.We
bathed nude in the river,st‘ood in the "Chow" line,Mess kits,in heand,
slept on unstable canvas cots,and even washed our own c¢lothes "GypsyR
style in the river.

Roaring River Valley,and the hills around,are sufficiently scenic-
and picturesoue,to merit considerable,Description.
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Roaring River is a small stream,sbout 12 miles in length,which
is entirely fed by water from & large spring,whose daily flow is
from 15 to 19 millior:gallons per day,The water hag an slmost constant
temperature,winter and summer of about 56 degrees,and is as clear as
sny I have ever seen.It is the clearness of this stream,lined by banks
beautifully foliaged,winding down the valley,over stones and pebbles,
that makes the "Center piece" of the region.

No one knows where this large volume of water originates.Some are
of the opinion that it comes from the Jemes or the White rivers,near by,
but I have been along these streams,and from their general appearance,
depths,and widths,it is difficult to adhere to this view.It is knowm
that this Ozark region,is a solid mass of Limestone,a short distance
beneath the surface,and it is possible that surface water,collected
over thousands of sruare miles,finds itself held on top of this layer
of rock,and on consolidation,moves to 2 lower level,and eventually to
emerge as a spring,much as does a smaller similiar type on a Kans.farm., .

There are geologists,who contend that much of the sub~surface water
of the Mississipi valley,really comes from the Rocky Mountains,3ince
there is knowm to be a general sloping of the rock strata,from those
ranges to the Mississippi level,it is entirely within the realm of the
possibility,that water from those mountains,does follow this Continental
rock barrier,toc emerge as a Missouri spring.

The Southern Missgouri region is famous for its springs.Colorado can
boast of its snow capped peaks and gorgeous scenery,Arizona of its

.. Grand Canyon,California of its Yosemete,and its Red Woods,but none of

‘‘these wonders out do these springs.Iven the Roaring River Spring,is’
only the fourth in size of the Missouri Springs,fng at Van Buren,lo.
Big Springs gushes out at the astounding rate of 400000000 gallons of
water each 24 hours. : ‘

The hills in the region of Roaring River,are remmants of lofty peaks,
which reached toward the sky,long before the Rockies came into existence
Since Geologista contend that some of these peaks,at one time,towered,
to heights,far in excess of the eltitude,of present American,peaks,
it evident that an erosion proccess,of countless ages has taken place.,
with the result that the area is marked by a continuous repetition of
moderately high hills,whose sides and sumits are cut and ecarved into
a succession of ravines,small valleys and overhanging cliffs of Lime
stone.

This entire region,is heavily timbered by great variety of trees
end under brush,with the predominence of the Osk,Roaring River Park
consisting of about 2500 acres,has over 30 different varieties of
trees,without mention of the many types of shrubs,not a few of whom,
are flowering,for ezample,the Dogwood,whose blooms in mid May,whiten
the hillsides with a beauty,that ealls tourists from far and near,
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Roaring River Park,is = famous resort,which was originally owned
by a private individual,who in the parks development,became Bankrupt,
and sold it at auction for $i68000.00Dr Saymen,the St.Louis "Vegetable
Soap" manufacturer,was the purchaser,and he immediately presented it
to the state of Missouri,

A large fish hatchery was erected,more cabins were built,the stream
gtocked with trout,and Company 1¥13,CCC,was brought in for further
development.

We spent the first sumier in tents,but in the meantime,a new camp
was under construction,a mile dowvm the river,Two saw mills were put
in operation,oak trees from the park were converted into lumber,and
almost put into the buildings,on the same day.

In October of 1933,we moved into the new camp.A lerge kitchen and
Hess hall,as well as a recreation hall,had been constructed out of
logs.Bven the shingles were home made by a shingle mill in the Park.

This summer was made ouilte interesting,by the activities connected
with the two camps construction,as well as the general mountainous
surroundings,If exploration of wild tractless hills and valleys,was a
desire,this region was idesl.Should one desire fishing,the stream was
well stocked with fighting Rainbow trout.

Since:this loeality had at one time been the camping ground of a
semi-nomadic type of Indians,there was left behind a great nmumber of
Indian relies,mostly made of flint,and consisting of arrow heads,war
elubg,tommyhawks,and grain pulverizers.I became an avid arrow head
collector,and even went so far in this cuest,that my eyes unconsciousiy
serutinized, every small stone,as it was passed.l suppose I was somewhat
like the Scotchman,who aceidently found a dime on ihe ground,and never
saw the sky afterwards,

These arrow heads were to be found on the very hill,on which the camp
was located,and -dovn acrosg the river was the site of a one time camp
ground, where I spent many hours looking for these heads of flint,and
in all was able to accumulate almost 400 Specimens,

Bertha,during the summer of 1933,had lived intemmittently,at Buffalo,
and in the Fall began her final year as a teacher in the schools of that
c¢ity.She made somewhat infrecuent trips to visit me at Roaring River,
but in the spring of 1934,she came to live with.me.I had rented a esbin,
of rustic design and material,which overloocked the lake and the falls,
and what a romantic place it was.The cabin itself was of ahout the
erudest construction that may well be imagined.The entire builling was
made of unfinished native oak,and the boards had so warped,that bats and
birds were able to fly in and out at will,Even the bedsteads,were of the
same material.The immediate surroundings was made beautiful by the uncom-
parsble shrubs and folisge of the Ozark underbrush,which in summertime,
was alive with a wide variety of songbbirds,.

As the cabin was unsuited for winter habitation,in the Fall of 1934,
we moved to a more substantial building,at the head of Roaring River.
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This life of ours is characterized by a chain,whose links are
events from moment to moment,day to day,and from year bo year,but
these events are certainly not of the same importance,I suppose,l
c¢an count on the fingers of my hands the occasions of paramount
importance.3urely one was at Altoona,June 28,1930,and sccording to
unmistakable orthodox signs,another finger was to be ubilized,early
in 1935,for we were expecting a baby,

In a past chapbter of this story,menbion was made of the thrill that
was ours,vhen a newcomer made an appearance,in the old family homs,
but I am sure there is no thrill that is cuite the same,as when the
first baby is expected by parents who have reached,snd as for me passed
the middle-age milestone,I had considerable difficulty,in visualizing
a certain corner of the house,being occupied by a Bassinet,or a small
high chair,pushed up against one side of the kitchen table,or the quiet
stillness of the night,being broken by the cries of a dissatisfied
infant,or the Diaper lingerie,holding a prominent place on our wash
line,

And what a thrill,it was to go shopping for baby things.ile went over
to Joplin,and in Newmans Dgpartment store,bought a basket,and as we
were bringing it down on the elevator,a small girl,looked at the basket,
ab us and then at her mother,as she cried,"Mama,they must be going to
have a baby".I admit I was smnewhat embarrased ,however, it was evident,
that the mother of the child suffered the most,

Mother nature gave the signal,and on Jenuary 18,1935,Bertha was 'bs.ken
to the hospital at Cassville,where she was under tho care of Dr,Newman,
and after a somewhat difficult,siege of labor,not Mary Margaret,was
born,butra bright eyed boy,we later named Charles Tldon,

All parents fully reelize how & baby transforms a home,snd certainly
the parents themselves,would be freakishly implastic,if they do no under-
go a trensformation abBcwell.A baby is really the Major General in the
home,Mark Twain,once made a speech to a group of lylisary men,which
included General Grant.That famous Humorist,chose as his subjsct'Babies”
In his discourse,he told his sudience that when the baby of the house,
in the middle of the night,evidenced its disgatisfaction at some Diaper
or stomech discomfort,and the mother was of the opinion,that it was her
npest period",none of his hearers would make such idle remarks about :
such duties as unbecoming an officer and gentleman,but would ecomply with |
the obedience of a Private in the rear ranks.

. Yes,Parents are no longer free.Every window is opened or closed,with
that little bundle in the basket,in mind.Footsteps that have Forud0 Yrs,,
been coming dovm with a thud,are changed overnight,into a "Cat walk",and
doors,that have been slammed with a reverberation,like the Chains of
Marleys Chost,are closed softly,och so softly.
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In April 1935,we moved back into the same rustiec eabin,which we
had ocecupied the previous Sumner,and the pleasant associations of
former times were repeated,with the addition,as stated in the preced-
ing paragraphs.,

Beginning with our marriage,these Memoirs ceased to be strietly an
Autobiography,end I may add,that from now on,a family history,would be
s moreappropriate title.Anyway,the addition,will be a happy cne for
the writer at least,for as I write of this Parent-Child relationship,
there is a heart warming glow,that only such associations can bring.
My mind is full of thoughts of a basket in the back seat of the ear,

a little"Tike" in e push cart,trilling,blowing end spitting,which all
made the front of his dress,as wet as was the "Birds Eye" fsbric on
his bottom.The hand over hand crawl,which was reluctantly given up

for the "Toddling" walk.The much sought after baby smile,which was a
forerunner of the joyous baby laughter,The melsncholy puckered lower
lip,which was readily provoked by the start of a song,by anyone around,
Babyhood giving way to early childhood,as evidenced by spoken words.,
Stories of Peter Rabbit,the Three Bears,Kindergarten,snd on and on,

I have been and am smazed at the great amount of information,a c¢hild
really learns,even during the first year of life,Perhaps the emptiness
of the mind,is much like a vacuum,and the pressure of the enviromment,
automatieally rushes in.However,I doubt if Child Psychologists,would
support this view,but rather to contend that more development,in turn
makes more room for the acquisition of knowledge.However,be that as it
may,to note the simple instinets of a baby at birth,end mind development
of a six jyear old,leaves one astounded at the progress.

The camp life,during the year 1935,was largely routine.The Company
was well situated at the new location,and the men as well as the tech-
nical personel,were working night and day on a large dam,whivh was to

' gpan,Roaring River Velley,and impound a lake of some 40 acres,The cement
core for one guarter of a mile,extended to bed rock,while at the south
end, 30000 cubic yards of limestone was blasted out and hauled away.

My work as camp Medieal Officer,was sufficiently light to enable me
to spend considersble time,watching the progress of the work,collecting
arrow heads,as before mentioned,hike over the hills,and angle for the
elusive trout of Roaring River.

During the Fall of 1935,when the weather became unsuitable for life
in the Summer cabin,we moved dovm near the CCC Camp,into a well built
cottage,which had been recently constructed,

Since I had taken no leave during the service in the CCCs,a 15 days
leave was granted.We wished to visit our various relatived,snd incident~
ally put Charles Fldon on exhibition,before our people,’

The first week was spent at Waverly,?redonia Altoona, Independence,
and Osk Vallpy Kensas.While the second week was usad for a trip to
Mammouth Cave in Kemtucky,
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From the time when I read about HMammoth Cave in the old school
Geography,there had heen a desire to see this great Kentucky Cavern,
and in October 1935,we packed up and started out.lirs Hedberg,the wife
of the Camp Education Advisor,was very fond of Charles Ildon,as well
as a good friend of ours,and when asked to accompany us,readily gave
congent,

Charles was about nine months old,and as usual with children of
that age,required a lot of attention,liy task was to do the driving,
and not turn a deaf ear to the bits of advice,that are apt to come,
when there is one woman passenger,and inevitable,when there are two.
However the ladies took good care of their charge,and I took good care
of myself,

The journey led through Southern Missouri,to Willow Springs,where
we spent the first night out,and the next day crossed the Mississippi,
River,at Cairo Illinois,and soon afterwards,ferried across the Chio,
on our way to Padueah,

Between Cairo and Paducah,we stopped at Wyeliffe Kentucky,where we
loocked over a place of unusual interest.This erea is noted for its
mounds which had been constructed by a Pre~historic tribe of people,
of whom little is known.These mounds varied in size,some having an
expanse of several acres,and all with a general height of 10 to 20 Ft.

A Company had excavated part of one mound,and finding it to be a
cemetery,had removed the dirt around the skeletons,with the exception
of that beneath,which was used es a pedestal.There were 110 skeletons,
of men and women,that lay out on these bases of dirt,all in a position
of close proximity,just as when they were interred,centuries ago,

None of the Scientists,who were there,could give us any definite
information,as to the history,origin,classification,and life hsbits
of these people,They did have a varied collection of pottery and other
artieles of their craftmenship,which had been buried with the dead,
and it was assumed,that it was the custom to bury with the body, the
identieal artiecle,which represented the type of art,excelled in by
the living individual.

These mounds had likely been formed by a slow laborious movement
of dirt,by hand,snd when one considers the effect of erosion,during
these hundred of years,one must conclude that when the mounds were
made,they represented a prodigious task, '

- These skeletons were in excellent condition,all solid,white and
glistening,which all speaks well for the foresight and skill of these
people in matters of drainage. ' :

Near the mound,had been unearthed the remains or rather the prints
of buildings which were considered to have been temples,etec.,all of
which proved that these people did construct buildingd,but as no
arrow hesds,end other implements of warfare were found,they were
ruite likely a peaceful tribe,who were too weak to cope with other
more virile tribes,who over ran and subdued them,
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After spending the night at Paduecah Kentuclky,the home of Irvin 3.
Cobb,the famous Humorist,we journeyed on throush the somewhat drab
gcountry sides of "0ld Kentuclky",which had been picbured in song and
verse,as a wonderland,but if there was much of the wondsrful about
these parts,I could not,or at least, did nol sec it.

On the third afternoon,we reached Cave City,which is located about
7 miles from Mammoth Cave.We drove out to vhe Great Hotel at the
mouth of the Cavern,and found that the Cave consisted of two parts,
the larger being charscterized by magnitude and extent,while the other,
was famous for its splendor of Onyx and crystallization.

The ticket for both attractions was $%,00 per person,and Bertha
and lrs Hedberg,spent 3% hours during the afternoon,making a tour
through the large cave while I was Wurse-man for Charles Fldon,then
only nine months old.

While the ladies were meking their exploration,I drove to the site
of Floyd Collins Cave,and leaving Charles in the care of the wife of
the keeper, accompanied the latter to the cave.

This cave of Floyd Collins has a tragic history. Floyd Gollins was
an adventurous youth,who had spent most of his late years,in the explor-
ation of,f the intricate crevices,fissures,and caves of the regiom,his
last adventure being an attempt to explore a mysterious passage way,
that led through the rocks,far bemneath the surface.As he worked his
way along,almost a hundred feet below the groundg level,a rock was
dislodged and as it fell,pinned his foot,When discovered some hours
later,his would~be rescurers,were sble to reach him,but unsble to
extricate the foot.After three days,he died,supposedly of FPneumonia
and Shock,

At first it was planned to fill in the hole and make this his tomb,
but due to the mothers pleas,a movement was launched to recover his
body.The entire country was aroused,substantial funds were raised,
hundreds of people volunteered for labor service,and great Mining
companies sent their engineer specialists,with heavy equipment and
material,Even a small Rail Road was constructed to facilitate the
novement of supplies,while the American Red Cross,established a camp
for the housing and feeding of the men.

A shaft almost 100 feet deep,walled up with heavy timbers was made,
and after several days the body was recovered,and the rest of the story,
is sordid in the extreme,for Floyd Collins Father was induced by a
group of profiteers,to turn the body over to them for a price,and when
we were there,the remains was encased in a glass casket,and on exhibit#:
jon,in = nearbv cave,All along the road side Were signs "See Floyd
Collins“ gt such and such a cave,

To meke the story even more sickening,according to the Caretalker,
Floyds father had run through the money,he had received for his sons
body,and was at that time on Government relief,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/211977 ~ Page 128/238
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Memoirsof CharlesHomer Dewey

CHAPTHR 20K
ACTIVE DUTY WITH THE C,C.C.
ROARING RIVIR

JAMITOTH CAVE
PAGE, 114

After Supper,I went to the Hotel,and joined a party for a trip
through the large cavern.Since the cave had no lighting system,the
guide carried a Coleman lanteorn,snd the party of about 15,trailed in
behind,

Time and space will not allow a detailed deseription of this 7th
wondor of the world,for volumes could be written on its Geology,its
history,peeulisr formations,and its distorted snimal life.

Mermoth Cave,has a magnitude,that is awe inspiring,with its greast
rooms,hundreds of feet long,and domed over by a rock ceiling,that
arches over the tops,some hundred feet above the floor.These rooms
are separated by partitions,freruently through which,are small outlets,
that lead into other rooms of similiaxr dimensions.And Below these
chembers is another level,with its compartments,and below the second
floor is yet another with the characteristic immensities of apace,

When one floor was explored,we walked down steps,to another,and
finally stood on the banks of the River Echo,one half mile beneath
the surface.We took a boat ride on this so called river,asnd sang songs,
which came back to us with the reverberations and echoes that were
reflected from these massive walls and ceilings.

This River Echo,is really a misnomer,in that there is nothing to
suggest a river.The water is completely stagnant,and there was no
visible inlet or outlet,The gnifde explained that the additions to,snd
the deductions from this guiet body of water,was asccomplished by the
seepaze of the water through the porous strata,which separasted it
from Gréen River,on the surface 5 or 4 miles away.-

The filtration of the water through these walls,largely explains
the disposition of the material,which once occupied these spaces.This
Cave in common with all other similiar caverns,was formed by the gradual
transformetion of solid matter,intd solution or suspension with water.
This material that once was present,was more susceptible to the action
of the water,and gradially passed out through these boundaries,after
having been reduced to a semi-licuid state,

This theory,is amply substantiated by information of the guide,that
this River Echor actually rises and falls,in accordance with the rise
and fall of this outside river.Fven the Eg¢ho:, occasionally reaches flood
stage,with a filling up of the Caves lower story,io reach a height equal
to. that attained by the surface river.

Of course this all took an uncountable number of years.Doubtlessly,
this process took hundred of millions of ¥ears for its completion.This
original substance,was not soil,clay,or any other soft substance,but
real stone,whose texture was of such a nature,as to be slowly soluble,

Even our %% hours tour,fell far short of a complete exploration,as
there were immense caverns which we did not see,and the guide told us
that no msn had explored many of the black mysterious cavities that :
lay behind those many breeks in the rocks, {

{
i
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As is cheracteristic of large caves of the United States,the bats
have appropriated Mammoth,for their "Home Sweet" home,As we passed
alonz through the lons sntechamber that led from the entrance,large
black patches of these little Mammals,could be seen clinging to the
ceiling,However these Bats were surprisingly few in number as compared
to previous expectations,but since they go outside during the night,it
is cuite likely that most of them were absent for the purpose of "Making
a Living".

The number of Bats that had occupied this cave,during the ages past,
must have been immense,especially previous to the War of 1812,for as
we passed along after entering the cave,the guide pointed out a large
wooden pipe,which extended along the side of the path.This pipe had
been made of logs which had heen hollowed out,placed end to end,and
that during the War of 181%2.When the end of the pipe line was reached,
we found it to be connected to large stone vats,and the information,
was given,that during that war,Guano or the Bats excreta,was mixed with
water in these vats,snd the Witrate laden solution was drained to the
caves entrance by means of these pipes.

At the surface,this mixture was shipped east,wherec it was converted
into explosives to Blast the "Red Coats".Since Kentucky was not even
settled up at that time,and Mermoth Cave was at that time,a long ways
from eivilization,and the war,one can well imagine that the need for
the "Makins" of Gun Powder,must have been urgent.

The next morning,we joined another party,snd drove to the Crystal
part of the Cave,which was entered at a point gbout 7 miles from the
larger cavern.As we drove along,on that 7 mile trip,we were interested
to learn,that the entire distance was over cave expanse,and far down
a half mile below,was that River Styx,with its sbtagnant water,and its
snow white Cray Fish,which we had seen crawling on the bottom.

The Crystal Cave was undesgribsbly beautiful,Great pillars of Onyx
stood out before us,zome of them,by their shape and arrangement, hedcthe: o
resemblances of the pipes a mighty organ,Great Stalactites and Stalag-
mites,which had been formed by the steady drip,drip,of a heavily laden
mineral water,fop millions of years,were everywhere in evidence,

And therc was the frozen waterfall,which looked much as if swiftly
moving water,passing over a spillway,had been suddenly crystallized,
leaving the eddies,ripples,end currents all in tact,

Many of these formations,had semblances of animal and human forms,
or at least,if the imagination were sufficiently expanded,such could
be determined,Anyhow,there was a good likeness of"September Morn",all
lighbédup by electricity,all of which was & far cry from the facts as
regards the Real "September Morn",I may say this exhibition made a
"Hit" with the male members of the party.

I may sgy before leaving this descrlption,‘bhat the Mammoth cave
together with mueh of the area around,has been taken over and is
managed by the Government,
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While on the trip,L gratified another desire,which had originated,
during early school days,as I read about Abrahem Lincoln,and his
birth place,near Hodgenville,Kentucky,nsmely to visit and see his
log cabin.So we drove up to Hodgenville,a distence of 50 miles,from
Cave City,snd out about 2% miles,to the Lincoln Farm,

I was much surprised to find so much of the modern in the country
around,ad well as on the farm itself.I suppose that,there had been
so much saturation,by stories of wildernesses,rustic cabins,and of
general pioneer life,that! thought a semblance of these reminders of
early days still existed.In reality,there is not much on this farm,
or in the country around,that suggests rail fences,transportation,

A La Mule,or a prdominence of log cabins,

The country around,is not mountainous,or unusually rough,lie did
go down a very long and steep hill, to Knob Cmeeck,where Lincoln lived
for several years,prior to his his departure from the region,with his
father at the age of 7 years,but his home farm was no more hilly,than
is many parts of Kansas,and the area around is quite similiaw,

The birth place of Lincoln, has been made a Wabtional shrine,with
the old foot paths,replaced by modern walks,and drives,and instead of
the virgin timber,or underbrush of 1809,there were majestic shade trees,
among which were extensive hedges, neatly trimmed,

About all,Lincoln would recognize,should he return,to life,and visit
this place,granting that he ever remembered it,would be the ecrude cabin
of his birth,with perhaps the old spring,below the cabin,where the
Lincoln family secured their water,

The cabin of his birth,is a very crude structure,some 14 feet lonz,
which the Federal Govermment,has enclosed in an imposing marble building.
and constantly guarded,by a uniformed Federal sgent.There is no floor,
in the cabin,and only one small door,and as I remenber,no windows. On
the outside,is a @ireplace,made of sticks and mud,bthe structure,tapering
to the top,which is asbout 2 feet from the ridge pole.How they kept
the building from burning down,is a mystery to me.

It would not stretch the imagination,to picture the scene in that
ssme cabin,February 12,1809,.Doubtless,this home was tharacterized | -
by poverty, and a very minimum smount of furniture,and that of the
"Puncheon" type,which was made from logs from native timber,There was
perhaps no floor,except mother earth,and Naney,kept warm by a covering
of bear skine,while lying on a bed,constructed of poles,Tastened to
the wall,had no better mattress than corn husks or leaves.

There was no Doctor present,And according to the Historian,an "old
Granny"” of the neighborhood,was in charge,What a contrast to the modern
Marble setting,and to the four million dollsr tomb,at Springfield,
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We returned to Roaring River,but were soon to meet with a trans-
fer,that was destined to start us out on sort of Nomadic existence,
of which,much will be said,as the story unfolds.,

About November 22,1935,the mail brought me a letter,from Head
ouarters,which by its general appearance,thickness,ete,appeared to
be important.It was,for the contents,contained orders,transferring
me to a CCC Camp,at Palace Missouri,20 miles Soubth Tast of Waynesville.

This transfer,stumped me completely,for no reasonwas immediately
available,but ends were soon put together,and the solution was forth
coming,in a way that subsequent information,proved it correct.I was
the victim of a double=crossing Commanding Officer,who later on passed
out of the picture,in disgrace,

It was not easy to be cheerful,sbout leaving the associations of
Roaring River,snd this was asugmented,by the information,that the Palace
Camp was in a deplorable state,was 20 miles from a "Moss Back" town,
of 500 people,and the Officers were under the pan of the Army Hdqrs.

I was sorry for myself,and even more sorry for Bertha.,All sorts of
imaginary difficulties sprang up,where was the family to live,perhaps
there would be unbearable conditions at the camp,and many other like
worries, '

At this time, tribube is due Bertha.Il know she was blue too,but
her fortitude,as at many later moves,carried her through,snd surely
made the path easier for me.

I left the family at Roaring River,that Thanksgiving morning,with
enough "Blue" in my makeup,to do a years washing,and when I reached
the Palace Camp,that evening,it was all I expected and more, None of
the officers were in camp,the Officers quarters was fireless,while
it was freezing outside,and there was a general atmosphere of disorder.

Though I could not see it that bleak afternoon,this transfer,was
really a blessing in disguise,It was merely snother example of the
frequent "Eternal fitness of things",and taught a worthwhile lesson,
of how good fortune is ofttimes, just behind the clouds,whose seeming
impenetrability,completely closes the view.

I was to have many transfers in the years to follow,and while the
same ¢louds fregquently appeared,there was a tendency to think back
on this sad departure from Roaring River,and its happy outcome,

Mozt of the mental worries,at Palace,was a concern over living
quarters for Bertha and Charles Eldon,Waynesville,was a county seat,
but a "Hill Billy" town,which was canvassed from end to end,for a
house,and I finally wes forced to rent a small unfurnished house in

" the edge of the village,which was far from satisfactory,I went to :
Rolla,Missouri,bought a bed as well as some other furniture, and in
about two weeks went back to Roaring River for Bertha and Charles and
our effects,
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The life at the Ialace Camp,t0ok a bebler burn,and a fair state
of contentment returned,The camp really was beantiful,in many ways,
with its great Oak trees,and the artistic arransments of the buildings
on the hillside,

About christmas time,we received notice that the camp was to be
abandoned,and Company 737, moved to Eureka, California,Arter a period
of orders,=nd counter orders,the move was Tinally a settled fact,and
the company prepared to maske the four days trip,by train,while in the
mean time,T had sale bills struck,secured an auctioneer,and sold our
furniture to the highest bidder,which was not so high,as a whole truck
load was sold for the grand totsl of 524,75,

After the sale,Bertha and Charles left for Altoona Kansas,where they
were to spend a time in the Hyde home,and labter join me in California,
Otto Dewey, a Nephew from Waverly,was to drive the car to the Pacific
coast,

I have vivid memories of the bustle and confusion, that was present
at that camp during the few days which preceded the Companys departure,
A1l property had to be gorted,counted,part of it sent to District Hdgrs,
and the remainder,boxed and loaded on the train,Withall this,was the
necessity,of making a detailed report to IFort Leavenworth,on every
little detail,

The compeny was finally assembled at Crocker,lMissouri,and I recall
the men grouped on the platform,singing,"I,M headin for the last roundup"

The Special train,carrying snother company,eventually came along,
and the men were hustled dnto the cars,which were all eguipped with
Sleepers,while the officers,consisting of Fred E.Sims,(Lieutenant),
Ensign Kenneth Wilson,and myself,travelled in cless,in that we had
individual modern compartments,

This four days trip was tiresome but quite inberesting.Une baggage
car had been converted into a kitchen,with field ranges installed,and
the food was served to the men in the coaches,who all were esuipped
with mess kits,

The route led down through Oklahoma,New Mexico,sopythern Arizona,
into southern Californis,to Los Angeles,up through Fresno,Sacrimento,
to the North West,along the tortuous Eel river,and t5 Bureka Calif,

There had been a fond expectancy,that our cemp would be in the near
vieinity of Bureka,a thriving town on the pacific Ocean,but to our
surprise and dismay,on reaching that city,we discovered the final
destination to be Prairie Creek,? miles from Orick,and 52 miles morth
of Eureks.

This distance was covered,by trucks,over a slow twisting route,in
the middle of the night,and took 2% hours of cold,wearisome travel.

To add to this the rain was falling in a volume,that cen be understood
by those,who have been along that MNorthern California Coast during
the rainy season, '

www.kansasmemory.org/item/211977 ~ Page 133/238
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC
Memoirsof CharlesHomer Dewey

CHAPTUR ¥XT
ACTIVE DUTY WITH THE C,.C.C.
PRATRTE CRELIK
CALIFORNNLA RID OODS

PAGE 119

When I @arose the next morning after our arrival,i surveyed the
immediate area of the camp,which was bounded on three sides by the
mighty Red wood trees,which towered high above the camp buildings.
The coast high way,ren along to the east side of the grounds,and
beyond this to the east,was banked up the foot hills of the Uoasgt
range of mountains,with its thick heavy foliage,through which,tall
trees had reached skywerd in their oguests for sunlight,

At the west of the camp,was a continuous Redwood forrest,through
which ran a smal‘L clear running stream,called Prairie Creek while
on to the "a'eut.,ao miles,was the Hacific Ocean,

The most interesting part of this setting,was the Giant Redwoods
forrest,I had read much about these largest living things,but the
imagination,bhad not ecualed the realization.A Kansas or lissourl
tree,50 feet high,is considered in those parts a lofty example,but
such would be mere underbrush to these Sequoias of the Pacific Coast,.

The Redwoods,may well lay considerasble claim to distinction among
the wonders of the world,because of their size,peculiarities,and
limited distribution,.California,practically has within her borders,
all the Redwoods of the world,while outside,the Big Trees,a some=
what different type of Redwood,in the Yosemete region,this coast
region has them all,

The immensity of these glsnts,of the plant kingdom,is truly re-
markable.mear the Prairie Creek camp,was a tree,having a diameter
of J,'?“- feet,five Teet from the ground,and cont&ined 87000 board feet
of lmnber.T‘ven back of the camp area,trees having a di&meter of 12
feet were frequently seen,

And the height of these trees mske them unique,A distance of 100
feet,from the ground to the first limb,was not unusual,while those
around the camp were as high as 250 feet,and down by Eureka,Calif.,
was a Redwood,that held a worlds record,with the unbelievable height
of 364 ft,

These great trees,are well adapted to this area,of abundant rain
fall,deep rich soil,but in their present form,could not survive the
weather and storms,of a Mid-western elimate.

The root development of the Redwoods,is far below what we would
naturally expeet of so large a tree.A specimen,l2 Teet in dismeter,
does not have a root system,as extensive,as a Hissouri Osk,25 feet
high,T have seen maeny of these large trees which ss they fell,turned
up a mass of roots and dirt,but a few feet wider than the diameter
of the tree,itself,and none of these roots gave evidence of having
been more than 2 or 3 feet beneath the surface.For such a weight
and bulk,to be held in place,by such a weak,mushroom,type of xnoot
support,inthis soft,wet soil,appears phenomenal,
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A partial explamation,of this wealk root supply,is the almost
perfect balance of the trees,for one seldom sees a Pedwood,leaning
or off plumb,ihe stand up straight,from bottom to top,and when a
tree,develops a leaning position,due to a shift in the ground at
its base,it soon erashes to the ground.fuite a number of people
along thig coast,have been killed by these falling Redwoods,and the
Highway department,makes haste to fell any tree,along the road,which
develops a leaning position,

Again,there is but little wind in this region,which is greatly in
the Hedwoods favor,I am sure that should this area,be visited by a
weeks wind,typical of Uestern Kansas,many and perhaps a majority of
these Sequoias,would fall to earth.

‘oo, these trees have a limited foliage,with their,small stem like
cluster of leaves,in cluster arrangment,which offer a minimum of
resistence to the air currents,Also these small leaves allow but a
small amount of evaporation,thus there is no newcesity for an exten-
sive root systen,

Another peculiar,characteristic of these trees,is the Redwood Burls.
By some mysterious process,many of thes trees,develop plant Tumors,
guite similiar to Osk Galls,found on the Oaks of the MMid West.

These Burls,occasionally,have a diameter of 5 feet,and the most
peculiar Pezture,is their hardness,as compared to the tree;itself,
Redwood lumber is so soft,that one can inake deep cuts in its texture,
using only the finger nails,but these burls are as hard in texture,
as Fhony,and because of this hardness,the wood takes on a beautiful
polish,which makes the Burls much in demand for,furniture,and small
trinkets,such as ornaments,boxes,napkin rings ete,

The age of these trees,has long been a mooted question,When they
were diseovered,sbout a century agojt was thought,that some of them
were sprouts,when hloses was floating among the Bullrushes,in Egypt,
but it is pretty generally conceded now,that few of these trees,are
over 1000 years old,with a possible mazimum of 2000 years.

While a Redwood forrest,is green with life,death is everywhere in
evidence.In many parts,may be seen an almost impenetrable barrier of
underbrush,with a predominence of ferns,waist high,frequently inter-
spersed with young Redwood,trees,starting out on a thousand years
elimb,and this P¥eh luxurious green of life,thoroughly mixed with the
remains of trees,plants and shrubs,which have preceded them,

Even here may be seen life ss a parasite on death,for it was common,
to see a great trunk,promne on the ground,with a row of small Redwoods,
one to four inches in diameter,growing from the the soft,rotten,wood
of its body,a phenomenon that could only happen,where,there is a
copious amount of rainfall,and a warm wet climate.
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And in meny thick groups of these trees,there is an almost ab-
sence of sunlight.A small path,named Prairie Creek Trail,wound along
a clear stream ,from the Camp,to a distance of 2% miles,end through
the most dense area of the region.S5o dense werelhese woods,that even -
at mid-day,they were only lighted by occassional direct beams of sun
light.There was more an atmosphere of twilight,and the air was still,
dank, and regardless of how weary,one should become,there was no place,
dry enough to sit down and rest.Also the explorer,would walk for a
distance,in comparative ease,and then usually find his way barred by
a fallen Red Wood,whose diameter,might be ten feet,ond perhaps nearly
enveloped,by dense masses of ferns,some of them almost shoulder high.
At one place on the trail,a mighty tree,made a perfect bridge across
the stream,

I walked along this path,and was impressed by its stillness.Here
was heard no sound of insects,no souirrel was seen jumping from limb
to limb,and few birds were noted,and those seldom heard.There was an
occasional raven,perched on:a limb in the tree top,far sbove,but his
infrecuent,mournful cry added to the feeling of solitude.And the trees
themselves in contrast to the mosning sound of the pine trees,gave but
little sound, )

John Muir,the famous Naturalist,was secustomed to wander through
the forestsof the west,for weeks at atime,without seeng a fellow hum-
an being,and he averred that he never became. lonely,or afraid,but I
am frank to admit that my limited exploration in these Red Woods,gave
me g decided lonely feeling,at least.To be smong these massive trunks,
with a vision,no farther them the next tree,erect or fallen;to’look
up an almost perpendicular well of bark,for 250 feet,and see but g
faint stresk of light,snd to hear no sound whatsoever,had a tendency
tc usher in a'deep sense of lonliness, .

As to fear,there is no safer place,than in these Red Woods,in so
far as snakes,inseets,and wild aenimals are concernmed,There are some
bears in these woods,but they are seldum seen,and perhaps no one has
ever been harmed.Again,a person could wade through these jungles,and
ferns at will,without fear of snakes,for these universal "Jitter" mak-
ers,of mankind just do not choose to meke this damp region,their abode.
Down in Missouri,should a hiker escape all the dangers of Copper heads,
and rattlers,there would still be a chance that a Bald faced hornet,
would not like his looks,and proceed to put him in his place.But here
no such dsngers exist,and about all the danger that exists in these
forests,is getting lost,or being under a tree,when a limb crashes to
the ground, . '
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I heard from Bertha abt different times,during this two weeks at
Prairie Creek,and was happy,when a letter came,in which she stated
the day of her intended departure,l knew the route,she and Otto was
mogt likely to take,and studied the map,forming mental pictures of
the probable destinationsat the elose of each day.

After almost a weeks time,Bertha called me up from,Garbersville
California,a towvm salong the coast,about half the distance from the
City of Fureka,to San Trancisco,The next day,they drove in,and it
was a glad day for me,t cuite three weeks before,we had broken up
housekeeping at that little town of Waynesville,Micsouri,and since
that time,l had travelled 2000 miles,on a train,which carried 400
men,while Bertha,Charles and Otto,had spent 7 days,traveling 2400
miles by auto,and now we were together again,and that on this marv-
elous Pacifiec coast.Strange,but real,

We stayed two or three nights at the Oriek Inn,after whiech a cab-
in,which was nestled in among the Redwoods,back of the Camp,was vent-
od.At each back corner,was a giant Sequaia,with diameters of about
10 feet,while dowm the bank,to the rear,was clear rumning Prairie
Creek,which in turn was benked on the opposite side,by the Redwood
wilderness,already described,

We hed no furniture,but went down to Eureka,and bought a sanitary
cot,a kitchen table,a small cook stove,and some chairs,ie were then
ready to begin light housekeeping,with emphasis on the "light".

I am impressed,how well,people can gel along,with a minimum of
household effects,All in all,we perhaps had more furniture than did
the Lincoln family,in that crude cabin,at Hodgenville,Kentuecky.Of
course at this time,as well as in pioneer times,much depended on
the ingenuity of the lady of the house,and this cabin life here at
Prairie Creek,was no exception,for Bertha,soon had our "Sylvian"
domicile,transformed into a cozy little nest,all of which demonstrat-~
how so much may be made out of so little,

lemories of that little cabin,and its surroundings, come back to
me in vivid style.Memories of strolls,dovmto and beyond that little
gtream,memories of long walks,through the majestic Redwoods,to the
east,with Bertha and I taking our turans at pushing or pulling,that
1ittle two wheeled cart,in which Charles Fldon,was a"first class"
passenger,

And in the Cabin,was the difficult task of getting that Redwood,
wood to burn,of experiences with s keresene light,and finding a
day with atmosphere,of sufficient dryness,to dehydrate the washing,
But most important of all are the memories of a little high chair,
at the table,and a little "one year 0ld",pausing,as the milk in the
glass,neared the bottom,to say "A done" ’
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A great portion of the charm,of the four months stay at Prairie
Gr@m concerned the Sea.As before stated,the Pacific ocean,was only
‘J, miles,to the west of the camp,and by d'c':l.ving down to Ur:_ek Calif,
a distance of 7 miles,we could stand on its very shore,

This entire coast xoqd from the camp,to Tureka,skirted the shore
line of the ocean,and at certain points slong the way,were sandy,low
beaches, easily reﬂched by suto,and here one could walk dovm to the
waters edpe to closely observe those mighty waves,as they successive-
1y crashed on the sans at our feet,

I know of nothing,that is ouite so awe-inspiring,as to look out on
this greatest of the worlds seas,fway out there,is s thin,indistinet
line;where the sky makes junction,with surface of the wabter.Quite
likely,may be noted a ship,in the distance,which is only partly vis~
ible,due to its partial passage over the earths curvature,while other
ships could only be identified by their stacks,vwhich were leaving a
dense trail of smoke behind.

It is only near the shore,that the details of ithe oceans surface
may closely observed,for a limited distance,the water sppears to have
a corrugated appearance,with a trough,snd a ridge,in consecutive ord-
er and arrangement,and all semming t0 be in haste,to complete a jour-

. ney,which has been long in the making.

Ag these billows reach the vieinity of the shore,the white caps,
become pronounced,until the blue of the water,is flaked with white,
until it has the appearance, being generously spotted with wool.

At the swells approach the shore,the size and height of the mass
of water,may be clearly discerned,Some of them reabh the height of 10
or 12 feet,and are comparatively noiseless,until they break on the
shore, '

The explanation of this bursting,felling,crashing,water at the edge
of the land,is simple,is these wavesnear the shoreline,the bottom,of
water,meets with resistence,on the sands below,hence the lower part
of the surge,is slowed down,leaving the upper part with an unimpeded
speed,with the result,that part of the wave topples over the lower
section,and in reality,forms a waterfall over part of itself,

And what a roar attends these evercontinuing crashes of water,on
their final resistence.The sound is not continuous,as would be heard
at Wiagara,Falls,but it is more of a pulsating sound,0f course,not
all waves break at the same time,in a given ares,for the shore line,
is very irregular,and the wave bresking nearer the individual,predom-
inates the sound picture,
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On these sandy beaches,may be found the highly edible Clams,from
which,Clam Chowder,a favorite soup,is a derivative.As the water that
makes up the waves,recedes,fremently may be noted,a small hole in the
wet sand,with perhaps,a bubble of air and waber escaping.This indicates
the presence beneath the surface,of a Clam,and should one have a shov-
el,and dig,he may be able to capture one of these Bi-velves,however,a
great deal of haste,must be exercised,as the Clam is able to move fast
to a safe and deeper level,

Algo,in the sand of these beaches,are many small Upal like stones,
called Agates,vhich on account of their beautiful semi-transparent col-
oration,are much sought after by the visitor,

But to me,of even greater interest,are those many places ahong the
shore,where the waves break on the rocks,at the oceans edge,to send up
great sprays of water,high into the air,and after falling,maske the area,
amid the rocks,into a whirling,boiling,foam erested,caldron,

And some of these stony obstructions,were great massive cliffs,at a
location,far out from the shore.Such a place,was Patricks point,located
about 12 miles south of the Prairie Creek Camp,where Bertha,Charles,&

I spent plessant times,

‘There,the shore line was characterized,by great buulders,which appear-
ed to have been rolled dovn into the gea,by some mighty upheaval,of the
mountain side,countless ages ago.These giant masses of stone,were noted
even lifting their tops,above the water,far from shore,some being at a
distance of almost a mile,from where we stood,and in water that must
have been deep.

weologists tell us that this entire coast region,is far above the lev-
el,it once occupied.In other words,what is now a coastal plain,was at
one time inecluded in the Ucean expanse,which seems logical,for near the
city of Bureka,is a petrified forrest of gisnt Redwoods,whose location,
is onithe Mountaein side,far above the sea.

Again,sinece it is Inovm,that this coastal range,was formed by a crump-
ling of the earths surface,these stones might have been rolled down and
into the Watrs of the Paeifiec,at the time of this upheaval.

‘the proccess of erosion,throughout millions of years,with the inevit-
able deposit of materisl,into the ocesn,doubtless,was an important fact-
or,and it is entirely possible,that these natural proccesses,gradually
formed a plain,in the waters edge,leaving uncovered these great masses
of stone, . !

'the entire coast line,at Patricks Point,was of extreme picturesques~
ness,with its panerama of rock and water combination,added to by the
ceasless,pounding, erashing,surges of the sea,all of which,extensively
photographed,by us,and thelSiap shots,included in the collection of
views,taken in the west,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/211977 ~ Page 139/238
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Memoirsof CharlesHomer Dewey

CHAPTER 00O
ACTIVE DUTY WITH THE C.C.C.
FPRATRIYE CREFK

FROM CALIFORNIA TO NEVADA
PAGE 185

The Spring time alongz this @alifornia Coast,is especially beauti-
ful,partly because it follows a rainy season tha‘b even gebs on the
nerves of Native Californisns,which puts the matter,in about the most
telling way that I knov,

Thiz rainy sesson begins,early in Novawber,and from then on until
march,"Somevhere the sun is shining”,but only at intervelg,along this
Coast region.And it is not merely a drizzle,either,but a succession
of dowvmpours,which tax the ggerrving cavacity of the streems,''he sun may
be shining bright,but in a few minutes,a fog like cloud will float over,
and drop volumes of water.Before we arrived at Prairie Creek,they had
had rain,for 26 days straight,with scarcely a glimpse of the sun,in all
that time,

In contrast to the rains of Kansas and Missouri,there was no violent
disturbance of the atmosphere.lhere was no wind,lightning or thunder.

But along in March,the showers became less freguent,the sun shines
most of the time,and all nature,comes to life,new vegetation,springs
up, almost as if by magic.The roadsides and fence lines,become a riot
of color,from new shoots,new leaves,and wild flowers,of great variety
and types of beauty.

While the Redwoods and the Ocean,has held the spotlight in these
pages,describing this region,many other features,could well be made the
sub ject matter,for lengthy discussions,should time and space permit.

Much could be said about the magnificient forrests of Douglas Fir,
and pines,of the streams with thelr fighting Steel Head Trout,and the
Selmon,of tthe LIumber camps,and the great saw mills,of theipresence of
gold,in the beds of the small- streams,of the tortuous,scenic,Cosstal
Highway,to Fureka at the south,and Klammath and Crescent City at the
north,and last}y the gorgeous wild flowers,everywhere in abundance,

After spending the Springtime,in this land of enchantment,we were
loath to leave,but in ifarch 1936,Company 737,was notified that it was
to be returned to Missouri,end disbanded,Preparations were even start-
ed for the Trek back however orders soon came through,stating we would
remain at Prairie Creek.Rumors came thick and fast,and it was finally
decided that our destination,was in North Western Wevada,where we were
to spend the Summer in ten‘bs.

As before stated,my CCC experience was "Being on the way,but not
sure where",and this was another perfect example,for we Knew nothing
definite apout our future locstion.Anyway,this muéh limited knowledge,
was coupled,with foreboding imagination,with a sufficiency to convince
us all we would not kike it.

Bertha and I had shother one of those non-enjoyable house keeping
breakups.ihe second hand furniture,we had purchased at Iureka,was sold
back to the dealer at half price,and Bertha and Charles went to the
Yakima Valley,to stay with her sister,until other arrangements,epuld
be made. _ i
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‘The company with its property,left Bureka,by train,on lMay 6,1956,
for Alturas,California,the rail head for the Camp,and about 85 miles
from our destination,

In contrast with the trip from kissouri to California,poor accomo-~
dations were furnished us.ihere were no beds,the train was a direlect,
and the route took us way down almost to San /Frantisco,all of which
took two days and one night,to reach a destination,nol more than 300
miles from Prarie Creek.

I may add that this train trip was not without interest,for the
route was through scenic country,most of the way,and the travel,lNorth
of Reno,lievada,traversed a desert region,along Pyramid Leke for 356
miles,

I have always remembered this desert area,eround Pyramid Lake,as
highly picturesaueypot because of trees and forrests,for there were
none,But the wide open expanse of the terrain,end the distance ofthe
view,made it possible to see,snow capped mountain peaks,200 miles away.

4And I have never seen such bizarre,unioue rock formations,as along
this route.One common form,was made by round layers of sbone,superim-
posed on each other,with a general: tendemey to taper to the top,Many
were similiar to a large coiled snake,sunning himself on the Desert,

. A1l of these stones,had lain out on that sun parched desert,recip-
ients of erosion,by sand saturated winds for countless ages,and this
general round form,had likely been made by the incessant pounding of
these natural elements,

We reached Alturas,the next afternoon,and while it was spring as per
the calander,such was not noticable,on our arrival,for the cold wind
on that 5500 altitude plateau,msde even colder from the snow on the
surrounding mountains,made us think of and long for the mild weather

_ of Prairie Creek.

On our way to the camp,in Nevada,the roads were frequently lined
by snow drifts,and I wondered what tent life would be like,in weather
such as this,a mental question,that was not long to be without a answer,

When we arrived,at the camp,in the middle of the night,we found
about the most cheerless layout,that may well be imagined,Only a few
of the tents were up,therewereno lights,and no one seemed to have any
idea,how and where the men were to sleep.''he men were all crowded in-
to the less Hall,literally,kicking themselves,for ever leaving liissouri.

I finally crawled into bed,in an old dilapidabed tent,which kept
none of the cold out,and little of the heat in,lhere was not much of
sleep,but I had a good time lying there,and thinking,what a wonderful
thing it would be to see the break of day. :

It has always amazed me,what a transformation,may be accomplished,
on a camp site by 175 men,Typis Missouri company,had their old "Morsle"
back the next morning,tents were soon reised,The ground was cleaned up,
and the old gloom vanished into the thin desert air,
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The Neme Board Corrals,was a title applied to a certain place on
the desert,where at onc time,a corral,made of bosrds,was located,and
used by those who wished to round up their stock,which had been at
large,on the range.'here was no town,nearer than 45 miles,and that
Cedarville,California,a small town in Surprise Valley.

The camp,was located on the slope of a high,mountain like ridge,
which was flanked to the west,by a wide valley,in which were several
large Alkali lskes,whose water had ecome from the melting snow of the
previous winter.

These lakes were poculiar,in that they were mostly of a bemporary
nature.In May they were full,but a rapid evaporation,in Jume,July and
fugust,dried up most of them,until in late August,a ear could bs driv-
en across their hard,dry,smooth basins,where hundreds of acres of wat-
er was,but three months before,

1 have seen many beautiful reflections in lakes,but few compare with
those observed in these desert lekes.lear Cedarville,was a lake 1,2
miles across,and almost every morning,as 1 passed over the bridge,the
water was just as smooth as glass.there was scarcely a ripple,and on
each side,for a distance from the shore line,were the excuisite rwhber-
images of the Smow cepped Warner Range,on the west,and the Near mount-
ain range,on the east.One could look to the south,and for 5 miles,see
these long lines of snow capped mountain ranges,in the water below,with
an area in the center,devoid of images,but just as smooth as a looking
glass,

I have talked to people,who said they could see no besuty on the
desert,and I am wondering,had ever been foruvunate enough to behold a
scene,such as this,

The altitude of this camp,was a bout 5500 feet,which prevented the
temperature from becoming unduly hot,lost of the day time was moderat-
ely warm,while the nights were sufficiently cold,to recuire heavy bed
covers.liiven in mid summer,a weather squall,was apt to come up,which
made one think of real winter,and an overcoat,was needed,

This region,of northern Nevada,was once covered by thick layers of
Lava,which was supposed to have flowed,millions of years ago,from the
apouting craters,located in the mountain ranges,far to the west.Geol-
igists contend thet this covering,had its origin,in lMt.Shasta,in north-
ern Celifornia,and in t.Renier,several hundred miles away %o the north
west,in wester Washington.

Everywhere,around Board Corrals,is this lava flow in evidence,Here,
great extensive Nountainous ridges,with their near perpendicular,walls
of lava,hundreds of feeh high,may be seen,all of which are remnants of
what was at one time a great sea of moltem rock,The erosion of count=-
less ages,has carved out thege valleys,and a region,that was a plain,
is giaduslly reverting to semblance of its former flat surface.
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The Lava,ns we cec it today,is merely the crystals of this molten
mass,vhich cz-mo into exisitence,when the flow cooled, However,some of
the Lava did not crystalize,and formed a hard,black glistening substan-
ce,celled Obsidian,which was plentiful ﬂround Board Corrals,

"I‘ho Indians used this Obsidian,for arrow heads,as contrasted with
the Indians of Missouri,who used flint.

A5 mention has been made of Indians,North Western MNevada,was the
TStomping Ground"for numerous tribes of these Nomadie people,That they
wore btransients,in any given locality,cannot be disputed,for there was
no effort to till the soil,erect buildings,or develop any certain place,
It is unruestioned that they moved from place to place,to be near the
herds of Buffalo,and Deer,as well as to bo near water and some kind of
natursl sheltor,Sinee they were warlike,their fresuent clashes with
their enemies,doubtless made it necescary to move at times to loecations
hetter adspbed for defense and offense,

Franeis Parkman,in hiz book,"The Oregon treil”,vividly tells of this
ever shifting habitation,of these primitive peoples.How they as groups
of men,women,and children,followed the enually Nomadie Buffslo,their
oonatant nuarrels with r*ther trl‘bes depredations on Whl'b(‘ sa‘t-‘i}lers and
their continual clashes with the United States Army.

The Indians appeared to favor the shores of these Alkali lakes for
their eamping grounds,for around these shores,have been found many art-
icles,constructed of stone,such as mixing bmvlts,pulverizers as vell as
large numbers of Obsidian arrow heads.

This area around Board Corrals,hss a history of its owvm,which is as
stipring as almost any other in the United States.,Here it was,that John
C,Fremont and Kit Carson roamed’and fought these Indians,or where the
Indiens fought each other.In this region are many sites,now known,where
occurred pitched battles between the Whites and Rgds,or between tribes
who did not see "Eye toLye",as related to their respective spheres of
influence,

One has difficulty,in thinking of this ouiet desert,of 1936,less than
a century ago,having ite derenity broken by the sound of clattering hoofs,
and these same lava cliffs,eesounding with the reverberations,méde by
war whoops of the Braves as they went into battle,

While this rezion is called a desert,it is not really so,for there
is everwhere,a heavy grouth of sage,and the hills are green studded by
a generous mnnber of Juniper trees,.

As to water,there is little in evidence,except,that in the Alkali
lakes,but almost every ravine has a sprimg,from which flows out eold
clear soft water,that iz a boon to both man and beast.

Due to the dryness of the atmosphere,the output of these springs,
reaches but a short distence,Around it may be seen a few green Agpen
trees,and green grass,but a few yards below,the ground is as dry and
parched as other regions of the desert,
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Thers is something about this desert of Horth Western MNevads,which
for me at least,makes a strong apveal.irom the camp site,in tnc Tar
distance,could be seen,a succession of moderately high peaics,with bheir
pointed tops,and seemingly aeting as sentinels,to guard the noythern
end of the valley.to the west was a valley expanse,one half of which
was a large Alkali lake,while 50 miles to the southwest,loomed up the
snow capped Yarner range,through which wound the gorgeous Cedar Pass,

An no artist could pubt on canvas,the glories of thosecdesert sun-
sebts.then clouds were present,the entire are® above the western hills,
would be transformed into a sea of eolor,with almost every shade and
tint represented.Perhaps a large cloud,purple in color,would be suspend-
ed above and proximal to the horizon,with itc dark chade,set in a frame
of shining gold,

And the eoloration waes not eonfined to the western skies,for ouite
likely, the east,would be adorned by a blame of reflected glory,so tinted
as gtrongly compete with the west,

‘ihe nights,on this desert,were especially beautiful,moreso,vhen there
was no moon,for it was then that the stars came out with a luminosity,
unenualed,in any other place I had been,These stars appeared to be near-
the earth than in Kansas,and some of them gave the appearance of almost
wlt-hin picking range.

I spent almost three wecks,in Hay of 1936,o0n detached service,at a
camp c¢alled Juniper Flats,2o0 miles south east of Alturas,California,and
will only say that,it was a beautiful place,in a scenic region,on the
banks of the tumbling Pick river.

At the close of this service,I secured a four days leave,and went to
the Yakima Valley,to get Bertha and Charles,who had been with ther sist-
et,since leaving Prairie Creek,

On our way back,we stopped for the night, at PgoKlamaath Oregon,snd
drove up to see Grater Lake,but the fog was_so thick,that no part of
the Lake could be see.n.Hhile the date was June B,great drifts of snow
were piled up higher than the car,end along most of the road up the
mountain,the landscape was completaly covered by snow.

When we returned to Cedarville,Bertha canvassed the towm,and found
an apartment which was fairly commodious,but the stay there was only
parbtially satisfactory,for the camp was 45 miles esway,and the uld lady,
who owned and occupied part of the house,had spent most of her life on
& ranch,in the vicinity,and was of the hard boiled type.She could and i
did swear like a Rail Road brakeman,and gave one the impression of having
been a"ridin,ropin,shootint? type of individual.l knew nothing about her i
husband,long since dead,but it can he well imagined, just who wore the !
pants,on that ranch, ' .
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In gpite of the beauties of the desert,and the meny interesting
experiences of the Summer,my stay at Board Corrals,was not entirely
pleasant,that 45 mile distance from the camp to Cedarville,made it
difficult for me to get home,very often,ond I know it was o lonely
life for Bertha,However we did have nany pleasant tines,Vond in mem-
ory,are the outings,we enjoyed,along heautifvl Cedar Fass,as well as
the interesting drives up and down that pieturescue velley,saround
Cedarville,

The Camp life was a mixture of the pleasant and the unpleasant.i
lived in a tent,not much larger than an ordinary Fup tent,which was
weather worn,and whose sides did not meet at the corners.though it
was Summer time,I did not have much sueccess,in keeping warm at night.
Algo,the camp Personel,was continually harrassed,and criticiced by
an old foggy,unfair,egotistical Distriet Commander,who was a disgrace,
to the United States Army,.VWhy such incompetents should be put in such
pogitions as this,is beyond megsbut my seven years,in the service,has
convineed me that many of the officers in the Regular Ammy,do not have
enougzh ability and personality,to run a Peanut gstand and do it well,

The company spent the Summer,constructing telephone lines,roads,
and fences,as well as improving the near by game refuge,which contained
about 700 antelopes.

In common with many of these CCC projects in the west,there was but
little value to the work, economically,or otherwise.,it may be stated in
a conservetive manner,that ninety cents on the dollar,spent on this
board corrals.project,was sheer waste,

In early September,of 1936,1 received 15 days leave of absence,and
Bertha,CharleS and I left for Lake Tahoe and the Yosemete,Our route
led down through eastern California,south of Alturas,to Reno Nevada,the
"Biggest little city,in the worldjsnd a haven for the newlyweds,as well
as for the newly separated.

Reno,which but a few years before,had a population of 5000,in 1936
boagted of 22000,and is kmowm the world over,as a rendevous,for =ll
types of eriminals,women with easy,or no morals,gamblers of all types,
and last,but by no means least,a constant influx of maritsl discomtents,
seeking a divorce,Since Nevada requires but & weeks residence,for an
absolute decree of separation,they hatten to keno,to part before Death
does the job for them.

I especially remember Charles in this eity,for here he showed the
effects of his advanced age of 1-2/3 years,by refusing to stay "Pub®
in that 1little two wheeled cart,and for ever afterward,that worn vehicle
was an obsolebe conveyance.
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Our second night out,was spent at the northern end of Lake Tahoe,
but the beouties of the lake,at this point did not receive a high
degree of appreciation,on our part, for no cabin was available for
less than five or six dollars,whereupon,we glept in a tent,and cooked
oug meals out under the pines,

Lake Tahoe,is truly once of nabures mountain gems,with its intensely
blue water,idark Twain,who once burned up several thousand dollars morth
of Fine timber,when he let his camp fire on the lake shore get out of
control,made considersble ado about the blueness of this water,ihere
is no doubt,but that Mark was correct,in so far as he knew,but he had
not seen Crater Lake,in Oregon,a Lake whose blueness,greatly exceeds
that of Tahoe,

Lake Tahoe,located in eastern California,is made especially beauti-
ful,by its setbing,Almost the entire shore is lined by majestic Bugar,
¥hite and yellow Iines,which furnish sn emerald freme for this 35 mile
long #xpanse of blue,which lies at an altitude of 7000 feet above the
sea.

At many points along the shore,the water extends up into the ravines,
creating small bays,with their besutiful combination of rocks,blue water,
and green vegetation.3uch a place is ¥merald Bay,near the north end,It
was here that the Kodaker,is wont to be,and here we took some excellent
snap shots.

e spent the morning,driving around the lake,and after dinner,left
for Carson City,the capital of Nevada,It was our intention to go into
the Yosemete,by way of the Tioga pass,which passes over the high Sierras
from the eastern side,

Since Lake Tahoe has an elevation of 7000 feet,and Carson City about
2000 feet,the rosd, 50 miles to Carson City,makes a continuously rapid
descent.In all our drives in the mountains,we perhaps never drove over
so0 nany stéep drops in altitude,as on parte of this road.

then we arrived at Carson City,we found a eity of about 1500 populat~
ion,and certainly did not have many characteristics of a state Capital.
Incidentally Nevada has' the smallest State capital in the Uhited States.

While we were spending the night at Carson City,posters were in evi=
dence,announcing an old time reunion,to be held at Virginia City,15 mi,
distant,and on the following day.Here was a chance to vislt what is left
of this old famous mining towm,whose phenciensal growth 5 or 6 decades
ago was caused by the rich Comstock Lgde,in the Immediate vicinity,

Time and space,will not permit a detailed history or deseription of
Virginie City,but durihg late 70s,80s,and early 90s,the great Comstock
lode was the wonder of the mining world.It has been authoratively esti-

d mated,that a Billion dollars worth of gold and silver has been removed
from .,his lode alones
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Virginia City,at one time had a population of almost IS000 people,
and Western literature is full of deseription and narration,relative
to this one time thriving mining city.Stories innumerable,have been
t0ld of its lawlesaness,its wild frontier activity,its mixed,unique
culture,and its recless spending of money,But now,its original popu-
lation,is reduced to a mere 500,leaving the eity just a ghost of its
former self.Near mainstreet,still stands the old lumber constructed
Opera house,3 or 4 stories high,where once Grand Operas stars
and great sctors,as well,injected a little "High brow"eulture into
this wild mixture of shootings,lymchings,drunkenness,gambling and vice,

Virginia City was laid out on the side of a barren,rocky hill side,
in a region,which had no water,hence the city water wag piped from
Lake Tshoe,60 miles away,and I doubt if eny city in the United States,
has ever been supplied,under such a pressure,The drop was sbout 5000
feet,and I was told by a man who was femiliasr with this water system,
that a stream of water,in a bresk in this line,was capable of piercing
the human body like a bullet.

In I9%6,6 or 7 deceades,after the discovery of the Comstoek leode,
the ¢ity hes almost reached a totality,in desertion and decay.The hyd-
rants of the old water supply,still stand rusting at the street corn-
ers,and the old board wsalks,once crowded with people,are rotten and un-
gtable, Almost all the business buildings are empty,including the one
used by Mark Twain,when he was a newspaper writer in this eity.

In spite of all this decay,the day of this reunion,showed consider-
able signs of life,for old settlers,miners,prospectors,and Indians,were
crowded into the town,to live again,for a brief time,the glories of
the past.:There were rich people,in their expensive automobiles,who were
mingling,in a varied mixture of carts,wagons mules and ponies,which
gave a good pilcture,of the past as contrasted with the present.

The main attraction of the day,was & hand drilling contest,between
picked couples,one of which held the drill,while the other,struck the
top with a heavy sledge,The drilling was made in s large boulder,which
was mounted on a platform.Each team was allowed ten minutes,the dist-
ance drilled,measured,and the winning couple given a prize.Such accuracy,
stamina, and precision,one will not often see,and the contest well shows
what physical specimens,the mining industry produces.

We left Virginia City,and drove south west,through Nevada,stayed all
night in a esbin,near M no Lake,from where we left the next morning for
the foot hills,of the High Sierras,and the Tioga Psss.

The Tioga Pass,et its summit,had an altitude,of 10000feet,and was of
marvelous scenic beauty.From its various heights,we could see the semi-
arid plaing of Wevada,left behind,while on every side,was natures srch-
itecture,characterized by,wild ravines,messive e¢liffs,and green forests.
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In spite of 2ll the Tioga Pass,scencry,the road was hard end diff-
icult,poorly constructed,and I have vivid memories of screeching,smok-
ing brakes,going up and down in low gear,around breath teking curves,
and if one should dare to look around,he would see deep yavming chasms
just below the highway.

When we had travelled well dovn the western slope,to a point 7 or
8 miles from the Yosemete Valley,we ran into a narrow,one way road,with
the hours of travel,each way specified.Night was coming on,and with
considerable weariness,we started dowm that crooked,precepitous,lane
like road,end as the saying goes "We had not seen anything yet",for far
down below us,lay the deep valley of the Yosemete,while the road,at
times,seaned to gtreteh along the very rim,of a wall,that lifted itself
4000 feet,sbove the valley [{loor,

I was too busy shifting gears and manipulating that car around those
curves,to gpare much time for the scenery,and Bertha was so scared,as
t0 be far from scenery minded,and I kmow if she lives for I00 years,the
memory of that drive will,be painful in retrospect.

It is meant for no boast,when I say that driving in the mowmtbains,was
never nerve rackingto me,and ss I remember that descent,it was not an
especially dangerous drive,however,in common with other drives in the
mountains,it was ne place to go to sleep.

When we had completed that 7 miles with its steep,sharp curves,a cab-
in was soon rented,and all those shattered merves and ruffled disposit-
ions,soon melted sway under the influence of this matchless valley,with
its beautiful pines,snd entrancing mountain atmosphere.

The Yosemete,is unigue,in that many of its characteristics,are not
found in any other place in the west,Much of the Wgstern SEenery has a
sameness,but the Yosemete,with its narrow level floor,flanked on all -
sides by vertical walls of Granite,which tower up to as high as 4000
feet,presents a scenic masterpiecs,which is in a elass by itself.

The Valley is renowned the world over for its towering cliffs,its
stately trees,its delightful climate,and its sublime waterfalls,and
much could be said about these features,which are only the high points,
that cherm the Ameriean tourist.

The Valley,which is only 7 miles long,and I mile wide,is really a
widened part of the Merced river canyon,through which flows this stream,
from the lofty heights of the plateau above.Also this wvalley is only
a small portion of the Yosemete National park,an area which is rich
in massive pesks,big trees,and deep extensive ravines.

Perhaps mo valley in the world is so remarkably fashioned,On one
side is El Capitan,which towers over 3000 feet above the valley floor,
while across the valley,may be noted the Cathedral Spires,the Cathedral
rocks,while far to the north,end at a great distance,above,is the Helf
Dome,which gives the appearance,of having been sliced in two with a
knife,with only one hslf remaining,
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In geason,the waterfalls of the Yosemete,nre famous for their
beauty,Yosenete 'alls,consists of two parts,the upper havineg a drop
of 1430 feet,while the lower part drops to the distance of 320 feet,
making a combined falls of 1750 feet,which combined distance,is not
erualled in the world,

Since we visted the Yosemete,in September,at o time when the snow
in the upper mountain ranges was melted,scarcely a drop of water was
coming over the Yosemete cliffs,snd the femous Bridal Veil Falls,vas
reduced to & mere trickle,

The Geological history of this valley,is a fascinating story.iiany
millions of years ago,this region was eomparatively level,but during
the middle of the Tertiary period,the area between the Rocky Mountains
snd the Pacific ocean,began to bulge up,due to internal disturbances
in the earth.Great masses of rock strata,slipped past each other,and
in so doing,raised up great ridges,which were the beginnings of what
is now known as the High Siexrras,

This powerful upheavals of the immense masses and extents of the
earths surface,was a gradual proccess,that took a vast expanse of time,
for its completion,and the different disturbances were separated by
long periods of time,characterized by great snowfall,with their thaws,
which produced many wiolent mountain streams.this immense volume of
weter,roared dovm the steep inclines,tc wear deep canyons,in the rock
strata,

The lierced River,which now flows so languidly through the floor of
the valley,has during its life span of several million years,formed 3
velleys,each one deeper than the one preceding,and all coineiding with
or rather following the three upheavals,in the Sierras,

After this llerced river hed cut a canyon,3 or 4 thousand feet deep,
snow and ice,several thousand feet in thickness,began to push its way
from the mountains above,into the valley below.lwo great fingers of
i¢e,2000 feet thick slowly forced their way down through this narrow
deep gorge of the Merced,grinding and scraping the walls,until,the vall-
ey was widened to something like its present width.

The bottom of the valley did not escape the effects of this glacier,
for,its base was gouged out,leaving the floor below the valleys outlet.
hence,when the ice melted,about 20000 years asgo,what is now a valley
plain,was a lake.,But during these 200 centuries,the many stresms,have
continually,carried sediment from the highlands into this canyon,with
the result that,this one time lake,into a grassy plain.

Of course,the geoligical history of the other features of this park
is just as intricate,and absorbing.BEvery massive ¢liff,stately peak,and
awe inspiring canyon,has been formed and fashioned,by a complex ccmb-
ination of natursl proccesses,many of whom are still at work.
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I tock a 30 mile precipitous mountsain drive,jo a point 5000 feet
above the valley floor,vhichwas called Glaciecr point,vhere 1 could sec
the Valley of the Yosemete,in its entirety.iar dorm below,nestled in
between those towering cliffs,lay this valley,miniture like,much as s
view Trom an airplane.iiassive El Copitan,was reduced to a fraction of
its former size,while Half Dome,and the Cathedral Spires,were strong-
ely small, '

Bertha did not choose to make the trip,She had looked up at Glacier
point,from the valley,and opined that her nerves should be spared any
further torture.

After two days and nights,spent in this fairyland,we left the Yosenm-
ete,traveling over the El Portal road which led us along the tortuous
banks of the lierced River,and eventually to the wide open spaces of the
desert in the region of iiercedes Cslifornia.

The region around lercedes,is even more like a desert than that of
North Western Nevada,There was but little vegetation,in evidence,end
short grass,and absence of streams,gave every indication of limited rain-
fall.However,in the immediate locality of Mercedes,there was a garden
of plenty.VWater from the Sierras,furnished water for irrigation,which
had transformed,that dry parched soil,into am oasis of green,The road
sides vere bounded by exbtensive vegetable gardens,watermelon fields,and
fruit trees,with the semi-tropical Olive trees,every where in evidence,

This area around liercedes,is typical irrigated @alifornia,and the
land,which is unirrigsted,is just what thet mueh advertised state would
be to a large extent,if the friendly mounteins did not lend their help.
After seeing much of the most productive part of California,l feel that
those people should "Lift up their eyes to the Hills,from whence cometh
their help" ) _

After driving through the wonderful fruit and vegetable region,from
lercedes, through the San Joaguin valley,we reached Uskland,where a time
was spent looking over the University at Berkley,followed by a ferry
trip across the bay to San Francisco,

Our stay in San Francisco,was brief,snd contrary to all we had heard
of the famous California sunshine,the day was dreary,cool,cloudy and
uncomfortable,Had the sun been shining,doubtless that city would have
had some elements of bealty,but as it was,there appeared nothing impress-
ive, ;

I do remember some vivid experiences,one of which was getbing lost
in the traffic,After getting accomodations for the night,I left Bertha
and Charles,at the Hotel,while I took the car to search for a place of
storage,but when I travelled out of sight of the hotel,became lost,and
no one seemed to know where the particular hotel was,After wandering
around for a half Hour,I found my way back,to meet the mingled fears,

_exasperation,and happiness of my wife,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/211977 ~ Page 150/238
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

