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This letter was written in response to Roy Hennigh's earlier letter (dated November 21) to Gov. Arthur Capper,
which had been referred to P. J. McBride, the Commissioner of Labor and Industry. Init, McBride responds to
Hennigh's complaint that a welfare inspector prevented Hennigh from employing his two daughtersin his grocery
store. McBride referred him to the child labor law that " prohibited the employment of any child under 14 years of
age in mercantile establishments." No one could make any exception to thislaw because, according to McBride,
some of the worst cases of abuse had occurred at the hands of parents. Thislaw did not affect children's work
within the home, but it did mandate that children under 14 could not be assigned regular duties for a specific

period of timein a place of business. McBride emphasized that "it is not the purpose of this department to split
hairs," but that his inspectors were bound to ensure that the law was applied fairly and equally to all.
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Dee. 12th, 1917.

Mr. Roy Hennigh,
Sabetha, Kansas.

Dear Sir:

Your letter of recent date to Governcr Capper re=
gerding the employment of ohildren in your groeery store
has been referred to this of'fice for ravly.

The state law prohibits the employment of any child
under 14 yesars of age in mergantile establishments, and
no one is given any suthority to make any exgeptions or
exemptions from this provision of the statute. Neither
dees the law make any distinetion bLetween the ghildren
employed in esteblishmenta ojerated by their own psrents
and those employed by persons net related to them. The
legislature emscted this provisi-n intentionally, us the
old Child Labor Lew, which was superoeded by the cne en=-
adted at the lagt session, exenpted ghildren employed in
eatablishments cperated by the parent of such children,
and that exemption was purposely exeluded from the present P
law aa it has been found that some of the worst abuses of
children which have gcme to the attention of enforgement
officers has been by their cwn mmrents.

The law does not atteopt to regulste the employment
of children in the home but where such children ara taken
inte meroantile or industrial estmblishments they are
subjeet to the same restricticn se the children of others.
It is not the purpose of this department to split hairs
over the techhical aprlication of the law where children
may run into their pvarents store and perform little
voluntary services at intervals, but where they are essigned
reguler duties for specific time in which they are required
to be on duty the law epplies to them the same as other
ghildren. ou ¢an readily see if you give the matter

www.kansasmemory.org/item/211803 ~ Page 1/2
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory e
P. J. McBrideto Roy Hennigh

Cmmee s e

unpre judiced thought it would be impossible to have
the law accomplish the purpose for which it was
enacted unless its requirements are made to

to all gases.

Your ehild, who is just 14 years of age,
my be granted a Sehool Vacation Work Permit by the
Superintendent of Schoola in Babetim, wh ok would
allow her te work im your store during the hours in
whigh rublie schoel is not in session, rroviding she
is not required or permitted to work more than eight
hours in any one day or forty-sight hours in any
one week, or before 7 a. m., or after 6 p. m.

Neither the Governor nmor any other rublie

official has any authority to meke any exgeptions
or exemptions from this law,

Yours very uly,

AAK G
COPY to Governor Capper.
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