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OFFICE OF THE STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE,
Cariron BuiLping, ToreExa, 1873,

To the Legislature of the State of Kansas: 1
I have the honor to transmit herewith the transactions of the State
Board of Agriculture for the year 1873, in pursuance of Section four of
an act for the encouragement of Agriculture, approved February 19,
1873. _
Very respectfully,
ALFRED GRAY, Secretary.

L L T
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NOTICE.

It i extremely annoying to obserye the errata which have crept into this volume, typographically and
otherwise. The apolegy is, that in the absence of the abllity of the Soclety to employ sufficient clerical
force, and the neglect of the Legislature to provide for the same, have so completely hampered the Editor
with clerleal work that he Las been unable to give the report requisite thought and attention.

The practical and scientific papers contained in this volume, with one exception, are by citizens of
Kansas, wko kiow and appreciate the wants of our diversified i y. Tha ption Is a paper on Eco-
nomic Entomology, by Prof. C. V. RiLey, State Entomologist of Missouri.

Injusﬁm is done Dr. J. A. Wl_ider, the veteran pomologist of Ohio, in the very Imperfect l]ﬂh‘pll!‘ of his
address on Tree Planting, delivered before the Bociety at the winter meeting. i

Both of these gentlemen are thoroughly in sympathy with any t the object of which shall be
progress and pment of the of the State in the specialties in which they have respentiul:r-
become eminent.

A valuable paper was contri by Dr. Warder, on Forest Tree Culture, but was rwaivul too late for
this report. It will appear in the transactions of 1373. 7

An effort has been made to collate railroad statistics showing the imports and exports of the State ;
tarifis of freight and rates of fare; amount of land received, sold, price per acre, location and price per
acre of that remaining unsold, ete., ete.; but as some of the companies did not respond at all, and some

others only partially, to o request for the information sought, which renders the tables incomplete, they

are therefore omitted.
% 5 EDITOR.

A
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SECRETARY'S REPORT.

—_—

To the Kansas State Board of Agrieulture:”

The delay attending tho publication of this volume is owing to the
fact that the Public Printer was engaged on other work which took

recedence. : : y :

The first forty-eight Pl.'ges were reserved for the Secretary’s report
and printed last, to_enable him to record the action of the Legislature
upon subjects relating to Agriculture, to revise lists of officers of Dis- .
trict and county Agricultural Societies and farmers’ clubs, and give the
action of farmers’ organizations up to the time of going to press.

The plan adopted for the report is as follows:

1. The report of the Secretary is intended to include, under the
law relating to statistics and industries passed at the last session, all
the various industries of the State. The deficiency in this respect of

* the present report will be explained under the head of statistics.
‘ II. The proceedings of the Board, embracing a report of the an-
nual exhibition. - i
. III. Reports of Distriet and count Agricultural Societies, con-
taining a synopsis of awards and a genera review of Agriculture in the
districts and counties.

IV. Prize Essays and Practical papers, embracing a vast amount
of usefal information on subjects relating to Agriculture and the me-
chanic arts.

V. Departmeni of the Academy of Science. This Society has

" been made a co-ordinate department of the State Board of Agriculture,
thus securing to the Board and to the State the co-operation of the
seientists of the State. Reference need only be made to the valuable
contributions to this volume by leading members of this Society, to show
the wisdom of the law. :

VI. Depirtment of the State Agricultural College.

The act entitled “an act donating public lands to the several States
and Territories which may provide Colleges for the benefit of Agricul-
ture and the mechanic arts,” approved July 2, 1862, grants 30, 000 acres
of land for each Senator and Representative in Congress, for the endow-
ment of an Agricultural College, “to teach such branches of learning
as are related to Agriculture and the mechanic arts, in such manner as
the Legislatures of the States may respectivel prescribe, in order to
promote the liberal and practical education of the industrial classes in
the several pursuits and professions of life.” Kansas received 90,000
acres by virtue of this act.

In 1863, in consideration of ceding by the Bluemont Central Col-
lege Association, of the Bluemont ollege, certain lands, etc., to the
State, the Agricultural College was located at Manhattan. Thus the
old Bluemont College, its ministerial influences and {heological library
were secured as legacies to the farmers of Kansas, who are watching
with profound interest and concern the management of this institution,
and are entitled to a faithful sccount annually of its management, its
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12 TRANSACTIONS OF THE

progress and its apathy. If it comprehends and grasps the spirit of
the new order of things which substitute for the musty classics, the
arts and applied sciences which relate to the practical concerns of life;
it it imbibes the spirit which comprehended the exigency for Agricultural
Colleges in 1862; in short, if it shall stand out distinetively as an
industrial school for the sons and daughters of the farmers and mechan-
ics of Kansas; or, on the other hand, if it shall simply duplicate our
common schools and make a sickly effort for existence beneath the over-
shadowing influences of the State {Tniversity, it should be the province of
theState Board of Agriculture, in cither case, to hand » lifelike hotograph
to the farmers and mechanics of the State who are cherishing hopes
that this institution may meet their wants.
The College, from its commencement, has been a very good literary
E institution, but we have that kind dotting our prairies everywhere. At
- the time of the passage of this act literary institutions prevailed in the
several States. It was the purpose of the general government to estab-
lish something different. UI;ltil 1872 the conduct of the College farm
did not meet the expectations of its friends. Since that time Maj. Fred.
E. Miller has been in charge as farm superintendent, and practical |
farmers commend his energy, enthusiasm and skill, and the results of |
his farm management have been highly satisfactory. But what moots |
it that the farm management is faultless and the conduct of the sehool f
unobjectionable as a literary institution, unless there be some connec- |
tion between the two? With the aid of compensated student Jabor the
theories of the class room should be verified in the field. To study
chemistry and practice hoeing potatoes; to study botany and practice
picking up stones; to study entomology and practico plowing, are
illustrations of an industrial education which practical farmers do not
s.rpreciate. Pure science with Latin and English literature, in the hands
of Professors whose education, observation and experience alike incline
them to a literary course, gives poor encouragement to the friends of
industrial schools. Ivery Professor in an Agricultural school should be
an enthusiast in Agriculture, and should be able to electrify the students
with the magnetic influence of his own enthusiasm, showing the impor-
tance of improved Agriculture, its relation to other pursuits, and its
- many sources of pleasure and profit. .
The girls in attendance should receive more practical instruction,
and their education be for some specified purpose, as they and their
triends have reason to to expect it will be in an industrial school. They
receive some instruction in horticulture. That is very good as far as it
goes. But it is not enough. They should be taught practical house-
keeping and thoroughly understand the best manner of doing the work
in kitchen, parlor and bed-room. If printing were introduced as a
study in the college, it would not only afford remunerative employment
to any girl or boy either, who may choose it for a business in lite, but
it is also the best of teachers in composition, orthography and punctua-
tion.
A class of experiments could be conducted in which private enter-
prise will not and cannot engage, the results of which would add im-
mensely to the productive industry of the State as well as furnish range
and scope in an edueational point of view, to the practical concerns of
the College.
It is admitted by most stock growers in Kansas that our native
grasses are oxceedingly nutritious, but it is maintained by many that
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while our native grasses are good for grazinﬁ, and when converted into
hay are eaten with avidity by stock; yet in hay they loose most of their
nutritive qualities. An analysis of the grasses at the different stages of
growth, both green and cured in connection with actual experiments in
feeding, with comparative results, with like experiments with timothy,
red top, red clover, Lucerne and Alsike clover for hay, to which might
be added blue grass and white clover for pasture, would be of value.

The produce of butter and cheese in Kansas is becoming an impor-
tant feature in agricultural industry. Farmers are casting about for
improved breeds, not only for the production of milk, but for the breeds
that will transmit with certainty their valuable qualities in a e or
cross. A series of experiments, showing the relative value of Devons,
Jersey’s Afshirel, Holstines and Durhams, for the erﬁom named,
and the value of any given breed or cross for beef and milk combined,
would Efghrniah information which would be of practical utility to the
whole State.

During the past year much has been done in the farm and nursery
departments. The superintendents of those departments have made a
good showing in their reports, as may be seen by referring to the Agri-
cultural College Department of this volume, but the present course of
study is a bungling failure and unworthy the spirit of the endowment
act, an artful device to present un industrial course in theory, but to
dodge it in practice. S

As Regents, favoring a more practical education, we had the pleasure
of moving to strike Greek from the curriculum to make room for some-
thing more practical. Subsequently this irrepressible word took undue
advantage of & “thin Board,” claimed and obtained recognition.” Again

its expulsion was moved when the Board wasnot g0 “thin,” which again
prevailed. Despairing, however, of reaching a line of policy that Wwould
accord with the unmistakable demands of the farmers of the State for
an industrial sehool, we favored the passage of an act which “excused”
the old Board and provided for the appointment of a new one. Gover-
nor Oshorn, under the provisions of the law referred to, has made the
following a.%)ointments: g

James Rogers, of Osage, for three years, end'mg April 1, 1876.

Charles Reynolds,of Davis, for three years, ending April 1, 1876.

N. A. Adams, of Riley, for two years, ending April 1, 1875.

J. K. Hudson, of Wyandotte, for two years, ending ATril 1, 1875.

Josiah Copley, of Jefferson, for one year, ending April 1, 1874.

N. Green, for one year, ending April 1, 1874. .

The people of the State will watch with uncommen interest and
solicitude, the action of the new Board.

The institution will atrn%gle in vain for a friendly recognition in
the hearts of the people as long as any of its chairs are filled with
theologians who believe in Greek and despise iculture, and who
would be objects of christian charity, were it not for the humane and »
lenient spirit of o Board of Regents. |

The congiderations named have induced me to make an Agricul-
tural College Department a feature of this report. i

' VII. The Transactions of the State Horticultural Society. This
report has been furnished and edited by G. C. Bracket, Esq., the Secre-
ta 2 e ha 25t i

The plan thus presented, if faithfully adhered to, will furnish an
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annual volume which will be of permanent value in the archives of the -
State. : »
STATISTICS.

A report containing only the business meetings of the Board, the
story of the annual exhibition, together with a few essays, falls far short
of making what an Agricultural report ought to be. All the various
industries of our vigorous young State should be faithfully delineated.
No township should be omitted in the grand summary of progress and
development of the year. An effort has been made to collect industrial
statistics of the State, but the absence of any efficient official source
through which they could be obtained, and an entire absence of data of
previous years, have made the effort an act of pure awkwardness. :

During the F“t year there has been an increasing interest in and
demand for information concerning agicultum, horticulture, stock
growing, manufactures, etc., by those seeking homes and investments
in the West. Thoy want facts, not approximate statements. Well pre-

ared and carefully digested tables, all':owing the actual progress and
gavelopment of the State, so that comgarative statements with the
progress of other years and with other States could have been made,
would have astonished the most enthusiastic believers in Kansas, and
have been of incalculable value for immigration purposes. In the East
our State Board has been regarded as a kind of an immigration bureau,
and it has been compelled to conduet a very large correspondence, most
of which could have been saved if the information sought had been
collected in some authentic form for distribution.

There is no proposition more selfevident to the careful observer
than that individual and national prosperity depends upon the productive
qualities of the soil. Where the soil is rich and the fertility is main-
tained through a series of years, an accumulation of wealth is the
result, which, in part, is observable in improved school houses and i
churches, comfortable and attractive homes, and the varied luxuries
and enjoyments attending prosperity. When the soil is poor or the
fertility is not maintained, a corresponding decline and want of thrift
are noticeable. All the surrounding and dependent industries are
quickened or deadened by the degree of prosperity attending the
farmer; or more truly speaking, by the elements of fertility main-
tained in the soil. The lg-mdual ecline of fertili&? may not be observ-
able until too late to apply the %roper remedies. The incalculable value,
therefore, of the statistics gathered from year to year to enable the
farmer, the political economist and the statesman to comprehend at one
glance the true condition of things needed, can readily be seen. If soil
will produce less per acre of any given crop, or of the principal crops,
in 1872 than ten years ago, it is import to individuals and to the State
to know it in order to apply the proper remedies.

With a view of meeting this exigency, application was made to the
Auditor of State for such statistical information as had been returned
to his office by the county elerks, and which had been obtained by them
of the township assessor of the respective townships. Barly in Novem-
ber only six out of sixty-six counties had made any returns, and most
of those were very imperfect. Subsequently eight other counties made
returns, making fourteen in the ag te. ‘]iiﬂ report is sent out to
the world as the “Products of the State of Kansas for the year 1872,"
8 most mischievous libel on the productive resources and energies of the
State. Tere is the report of the stock and principal crops:
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PRODUCTS OF THE STATE, A% RETURNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 5
. NUMBER OF ACRES.
COUNTIER. WHEAT. POTATIES.
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Thirty-six counties out of sixty-six are but imperfectly represented in the furegoivg tables.

In Leavenworth and Douglas, the wealthiest couniles in ihe State, only two townthips are rep-
resented in the former, while the latter is omitted entirely. There are thirty counties not incladed.
By making a very moderate allowance for the incompleteness of the returns frem the said
thirty-six counties, it 12 entirely within bounds to place the industries of the Etate, for the ye-r 1871, 100
| er cent. above the tables represented by the said thirty-six counties.

Assuming this to be a fair approximate estimate, the following will show the injustice to the State by
the vstimates of the Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. es well as the returns to the Auditor
of State.  All are for 1571,

TADLE showing an approximate estimate of the piincipal crops for 1871, as compared with the est'maftes
of the Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C., and the returns to the Auditor of State.

Difference in fa-| Difference in fa-
By State Board By Department Returns asmadel " 0" oo vor orestinate of
of Agriculture. | of Ag, D. C. |to Auditor State. by State B.of Ag.| Dept. of Ag.

....... 4 24, 1499 095, 14,543,912
2,604, roy bl
86,
y

101,
32,
3 452,

Clearly, our system of collecting statistics, is at fault. That of the Department of Agriculture is but
little better. The latter is through correspondents, who guess without pay, and board themselves ; a beg-
garly system to be adopted by one of the most enlightened aud prosperous governments of the earth.
Nor would it be so in any cther industry than egriculture—ihe most neglected Ly the General Govern-
‘ment of all pursuits. Milllens are expended annually for commerce, comparatively nothing for agricul-
ture. - :

The correspondents eelected by the Department in Kansas, are among our most enterp:ising and re-
liable citizens, and, dbubiless, do the very beet that can be done under a bad system.

If the estimates of the Commissioners of Agriculture are relatively the same in the western States, the
following table compiled from the reports of that departmeut for ten years, divided into two series of five
years each ; the first series from 1562 to 1866, inclusive ; the other from 1867 to 1871, inclusive, will show
the increase and decrease per acre of the principal creps, and the relative preduction per acre in Kansas
and Missourl.

MISSOURI.

1st Serles.|2d Series.
1802—1806)1867--1871

Corn ..couns
Wheat ......
Rye .

L

Oats
Barley ...
Hay.

P L PP

stk LTL

2L BEBESE
E.ZRENER
LELE

b
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After giving the matter carcful consideration, to meel the wants of this office in supplying sta- :
tistical matter and samples of grain, specimens of stone, coal, etc., the following bill was prepared
and introduced into the leg'slature, It pagsed, and has become a law :

AN ACT relating to the collection of statistics and industries of the Etate, and amendatory of s ctions

cighty, el;hty-one. eighty-two and eighty-three of chapter twenty-five, of the General Statates of 1868,

a8 d by section one, chapter thirty, of the Statules of 1860,

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the S'afe of Kansas:

BecTion 1. Bections eighly, ecighty-one, eighty-two and cighty-three of chapter twenty-five of the
General Statutes of 1808, relating to countles and county officers, as sald sections are amended in section
one of chapter thirty, of the General Laws of 1569, be an | are hereby amended 8o as to read as follows

8rc. 80. Each township trustee, as the town:hip assessor of his township, and each city or ward as-
sessor, as the assessor of his city or ward, at the time for taking lists of property for taxation in each year,

shall require each person, company and corporation in his township, city or ward, to make a statistical
sta‘ement of the previons year as followe, to-wit

AGRICULTURE.

Number of acres, and number of bushels per acre, of winter wheat, spring wheat, barley, corn, buck-
wheat, oats, Irish potatoes, sweet potitoes, castor beans ; number of acres and number of gallons per acre, of
sorghum ; number of acres and number of pounds per acre of hemp, cotton, tobacco and flax ; number of
acres and number of tons per acre of timothy, clover, millet and Hungsrian ; number of acres harvested
and yield per acre of prairie hay ; number of acres of different kinds of pasture, and number of fleeces of
wool and average welght of the same.

HORTICULTURE,

Number of acres of nurserles, orchards and vineyards, with the of capital invisted in each;
number of bushels of orchard products ; number of pounds of grapes per acre, an1 in the aggregate, num-
ber of gallons of wine.

STOCK.

Number of mules, horses, native cattle, southern cattle, sheep and hogs, subdivided into the breeds or
tlasses to which they respectively belong.
MANUFACTORIER,

Number of fisuring mills, saw mille, woolen mills, silk looms and cheese faclories, and the amount of
capital invested in each ; the number of pounds produced in each cheese factory, the number and kind of
cows used, and all other dairy products.

APIACULTURE.

Number of stands of bees, native and Itallan, to be stated separately; kind of hives used, numbe- of ~
pounds of honey produced, and the source from which the greatest yield of honey iz gathered.

COAL AND BTOXE,
The kind of coal and the number of tons of each kind mined, and the number of perch and kind of

stone quarried for cial and d ie purposes.
MINERAL PAIST, ETC.

Number of hydraulic cement, mineral paint and pnl.ur_r works, and eapital employed in each.

In making the stat 1 of statistics herein tloned, the actual age of the current year as com-
pared with that of the last year shall be given ; and the said assessors shall make such other stitistical
returns, not hereln mentioned, as may be required by the State Board of Agriculture, of and through the
county clerks, and such assessor shall make a return of such statement to the county clerk of his county at
the time of returning the list of property for taxation.

Seo. §1. The trustee of each township, as nssessor thereof, shall slso, at the time of making the
assessment in each year, ascertain and set down, in tables prepared for that purpose, a list of all persons
in his township who are deaf and dumb, blind or idiots, settiog forth their respective names, ages, sex, and
whether they have ever attended school ; also the name of the father, mother, or guardian, and postofiice
address of each, which he shall return to the county clerk at the sama time thit he returns the statements
mentioned in the foregoing section.

Smc. 82. The county clerk of each county shall furnish the assessors of his county such blanks as may
be necessary for taking the aforesaid statements, which said blanks shall be furnished by the State Board
of Agriculture to the county clerks, and the county clerk shall within thirty days after the aforesald state-
ments are returned to him, make out and forward a tabular statment thereof by townships to the Stale
Board of Agr , together with a dap of so much of sald statistical returns as relate to Improved
breeds of stock, manufactories, cotton, hemp, flax, wool and tobacco.

Src. 83. It shall be the duty of the State Board of Agriculture to publish as part of thelr arnual
ir tions, a detafled stat t, by ties, of the various Industries of the State, and other statistics,
which shall be eollected from the returns of the county clerks, and from such other reliable sources as the
said board may deem best; also to collect arrange and publish, from time to time, in such manner and
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" form‘as the said board may deem 1o be for the best interest of the State, such statistical and other infor-
mation as those seeking homes in the west may require, and they shall deliver a synopsis of it to such im-
migrant aid societles, rallroad companies, real estate agencics, and others interested, ss may appiy for the
same ; also to arrange, o suitable packages and cases, and place the same in the agricultural rooms for
public inspection, samples of agricaltural p ducts, geological and other speci provided for in this
act; and the sai1 board shall also lay copies of that part of such statements concerning the deaf and dumb,
blind and ldiotic, before the respective superintendents of the institutions for the eare and education of
such persons.

8E0. 2. The Academy of Sclence shall be & co-ordinate department of the State Board of Agriculture,
with thelr office In the agricultural room, where they shall plice and keep for public inspection the geo-
logleal, botanical and other specimens, the same to be under the direction and control of the officers of
the said acad of sei An 1 report of the tr tlons of sald d of sei shall be
made on or before the fifteenth day of November, of each year, to the State Board of Agriculture for pub-
lication in the annual transactions of said board. This section to be inoperative snd void unless accepled
by the sald scademy of science, In writing, signed by the president and attested hy the secretary thereof.
8rc, 8. The sald assessors shall collect samples of agricultural and other products, and forward the
same to the county clerk; also collect and forward as afsresald specimens of gypsum, lime and sand-
stones, with a description of the character, extent, locality and accessibility of each; of the variovs coal
beds, thelr quulities ; location and extent of the varlous ores of value, which said samples and specimens
shall be sent by the county clerk to the agrlcultural room eapitol building, Topeka, for preservation and

public {nspection.
gec. 4. Al printing and binding for the State Board of Agriculture and all packages, tables and cases
necessary to exhibit and preserve the agri 1 les and geological and other spec the collec-

tion of which is provided for by this act, shall be furnished by the Secretary of State.

8gc. 5. The assessors shall recelve nn pay for their gervices as such assessors or otherwise, except on
the certificate of the county clerk that he bas fully complied with the requirements of this act.

Sgc. 6. That sections eighty, eighty-one, eighty-two and eighty-three of chapter twenty-five of the Gen-
eral Statutes of 1963, as amended by section one, of chapter thirty of the General Statutes of 1869 of which
section one of this act is amendatory, are hereby repealed.

8o, 7. This act shall take ¢ fect and be in foree from and after its publication in the Kansas Weekiy
Commouwealth. ‘

Approved March 6, 1573.

1, W. H. Smallwood, Secretary of State of the State of Kansas, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a
true and correct copy of the original enrolled bill now on file in this office. ¢

In testimony whereof T have hereunto subscribed my name and aflxed the great seal of the State.
[SEaL.] Done at Topeka, this 3d d y of March A. D. 1878,
W. H. SMALLWOOD,
Secretary of State.

The act for the encouragement of Agriculture, approved T ebruary 19, 1572, was amended so that each
District or County Agriculturdl Soclety organized under the laws of the Btate, will be entitled toa repre-
sentation on the State Board of Agriculture at the annual meeting for the election of officers,
“Provided, that the Secretary of each District or County Society, or such other pergon as may be
designated by the Soclety, chall make a monthly report to the State Board of Agriculture, on the last
Wednesday of each month, of the condition of crops in his district or county, make a list of such noxious
Insects as are destroying crops, and state the extent of their depredations, report the condition of stock,
give a description of the symptoms of any di prevailing among the same, with means of prevention
and remedies employed, so [ar as ascertained, and such other information as will be of interest to the farm-
ers of the State.”

The law also provides that districts and counties which shall have held fairs during the year must make
report thereof to the State Doard to be entitled to such representation, but does not make the holding of a
fair a condition precedent.

Delegates to the annual meeling are entitled to the same mileage and pay us Regents to the State
Agricultural College. Thus the legislature has provided for a convention ¢f farmers who are entitled to
sit as members of the State Board of Agriculture, not only for the election of officers, Lut for the considera-
tlon of all matters relating to the farming interest. *

The State Board, in presenting this bill for the action of the Leglslature, did s0, not only in the Interest

of the farmer, but with the expectation that dependent i jes—all the rial § ts of the State—
will be benefited, for upon agricultural p ity largely depend ial gain and success.
The earnestness with which District and County qrslnluﬂonl, Farmers' Co-operative Associations,

Granges of the Patrons of Hushandry, are now co-op for ona e purpose, encourages the hope
that all agricaltural organizations, of whatever name, will unite ia sending the most intelligent producers
to this annual meeting, which Fromises to be the most Important gathering ev: r held in the State.

A compliance with this law in the matter of monthly statements in connection with the act for collect-

ng statistics and industries, will furnish a fund of useful Inforation concerning the industries of the State
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STATE FAIRS.

A glance at the preceding table will give fome idea of the growing i tance in which the annual ex-
Libitions are held by the people of the State, and will also be nstructive in showing the relative progress
of our various industries us rey 1 at the respective Fairs.

PRESS OF THE STATE.

+ -
Most of the publishers of the Sta’e have eent complimentary enpii; of their publications fo the Agri-
cultural Roome, and have otherwise contributed hrgel{ to the success of 1he Soclety by timely and friendly
co-uperat on. For convenlent reference the following list of papers of the State is appended :

LIST OF PAPERS PUBLISHED IN KANSAS,

NAME OF PAPER. PUBLISHER. COUSNTY.

Labette...........
m.-- e

Sowers & Millison .

Commercial, D iri-W. ¥
Commonwealth, D. & W..

*|ool, @ P Smith.

. B. Taylor
.!%]obe Printing Cowpany .

Independent .
" Independent.
Independent .
Journal.....
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LIST OF PAPI':IB PURL[SI]BD I\l KANSAR— ﬂm{l’mmi

T AT
*  PUBLISHWER. TOWN .

NAME OF PAPER.

Monitor, daily and weekly Monitor Publishing Company...... ....|Ft. Scott,

L SR ‘I"hmnnsnngm

J. Mler T, s S RO R v T .

Nl.ﬁwnllll‘........ i mmurimn T e
ter. J. A and 1L F. Canutt .10

; “‘Itlou&)lcdowan,?
i S 'ii'\'v'ii:’ir'iiiai'.i.'”
PR TR A | R
Record .....ovevvenenan.. | MeDonald & Baker
Repo .

Hicks & Barns.....
8 B. Stewart
T. Lee

--|Beal & Sandborn.
Reporter G. A, Atwood. ...
llepnhlie e A, B. Wilson & Co
Republican ..... ....‘..‘J C. Martin..... e .
Republican ....... «ouens Ay A e o | DRI L & | vrarw i e
dentioel ..... ... WL & R. E. l{nmer.. ¥ Chenkee........
vrasenans W HL l‘lorgln R

Sentinel ... .ovniinnns %
l!ohnm cltyllewlnper
Spirit of

Blue Rapids......
Leavenworth
.|North Topeka. ...
Oslge Migsion

Perry. I

I)llm-ucilyu.....
mm?ubmhln; Oum[nny .|Lawrence.....: ...
@. W. Burchard. . g Independence ...
G. W. Martin...... Junction City.....
Ww.T. Mcmrwx& Co, Humboldt .

Jas. A. & Caine 8. 8 Al
Western Pianter..... ... K. I St0ne & €0 uev.eesnrsrrinesnann
Western Spirlt...........|L Paoltoscinians]

'l'llt I‘bllow!ns not lished in the State, have heen donat-d :
erions Fhrmive Adoocts v

monthl Iy, Advocate Publishing Co., Jackson, Tenn.; Hearih « Home,

Om Jnlld & Co., New Yorl. City ; Nutional Live Stock Journal Waukiy, Guu W, Rugh & Co.,
ﬁhlc:fo, P 2stern Rural, Weekly, 1, N, Iﬂ\rll unw-so. 1lL; The Jowrnal of the Furm, monthly,

Nltnr and ?ublllller. Philadelphin; Western Agriculturalist, month) '1'. Buttersworth,

Quincy, lllhwfv osrgmc & Forest Tree Grower, Plnm & Co., Bturgeon Bay,

RAT LROAIJ.S
With the exception of the North Missouri Railway Com pany, a.l] t' e rallroad eommnm operating lines
in and leading to the State have given all for the tran, on of
freight and passengers at reduced rates over their respective Ihwl. to lnd from lho annaal exLibitions, and
t such other times us the public Interest scems to demand,

Hox, 1, J mtm the Seeretary of the Soclety fivm 1806 to 1570, both years inclusive, and Presi-

dmauﬂf’; 1872, was compelled in consequence of poor health and ﬂu rming demands of his private

affairs upou his time and energles, t= decline a resomination for the M{‘Or the Board for the ensu-

nt te-r. He is now m fined 3 tgn lwm. « Teeu m. umu e é’,'m mn&u:&n is n&i:u w.ntl.n‘
. f

vmd!nl warker. I‘Ia hu been “‘- lllul with the hlllory nnlrfoﬂunwol‘ the Soclety from ita inflncr
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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

FARMERS STATE CONVENTION,

HELD AT

TOPEKA, APRIL 26TH AND 27TH, 1873.

The Farmers’ State Convention met at the Hall of the House of Rey ves on Wednesday, March
26, at 2 p. ., and was called to order by the Hon. Alfred Gray, Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture,
who read the followlug call, under which the Convention had assembled :

OFFICE KANSAS STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE,
CariroL BuiLpine, Topeks, Feb, 27, 1873,

To the Farmers of Kansas:

On the 10th hlt the folhwln' 1for a ‘** Farmers' State Convention " was issued: -
an on the 23d of January, 1878, adopted thu rolloﬂu: resolu-

m! That it 1s the opialon. o thils me't:nnm the farmers of Kansas -mm org:ln thémseives
Intodlmdetcmbllnda&nmﬂm in cor with th Btate Board of
Agriculture, at Topeka. Furthermore, be it

Resol That whenever a sufficient number of elubl have reparud to Hpcueni the publie ion of
ihe Etate, the Secretary of the Btate Board be d to enll a State Co , 80
thanahl umers lneekw devise ways and mmﬁckpmentreihtmdhm
obedience e request contained in the above resolutlons, a del Farmers' Convention will be
l‘sel‘dlln:be Hall of the House of Representatives, Topeka, on Wedn , the 26th day of March, 1573, at
o'clock p 1:

Each County m.:grlenltnnl and Hoﬁlmltunl Me;y. d the farmers’ clubs of each lnmuupin m
State, willbeent to one delegate. fon will be made to the different railroad corporations
the State for half fare rates to the Oanwn and return. If mhd, mgg‘craﬂl b&du.l{_;lm

um.

Subsequently the call was onhrtod as follows :
ons have been rmlnd from the *Farmers’ Union™ of Dhnglu

that ' Ul
B e L e

m! m&mmfjm
y m-.uuyammmu-mnnmumm.ummﬁ.uwu ‘entertain all
who might be present at half fare rates, and that all the rallroads had agreed to reduced rates except the
Atclison & Nebraska and Lawrence & Plensant Hill roads. The Convention was called under the auspices
ntml&am,ammmumumapnmmumnm belleved to be the

best means to. mm ihe end. 5 §
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On motion, Hon. J. K. Hudson, of Wyandotte, was made temporary Chairman, and stated, upon
taking his seat, that he returned thanks for the hopor conferred upon him by the farmers represented, who
bad met on the broad ground of mutual interest and protection, ignoring party lines, to consider questions
of vital fmportance, and without faking up the time of the Convention, he desired that it at once proceel to
business.

On motion, Dr. A. G. Chase, edltor of the Kunsas Furmer, was made temporary Secretary.

On motion, & committee isting of five was apy d on credentials, The Chalr named Willls, of
“Morris; Stiles, of Wabaunsee ; Galloway, of Montgomery ; Kirkpatrick, of Crawford, and Miller, of Riley,
as such committee.

Awalting the report of the Committee, Mr, Bronson, of Douglas, was called for. He sald he belleved
that speechies should be reserved until business had been Qispatched. Me did not want to occupy the
stand, as it was an unfamiliar and unnatural place for him to be. He remembered a say:ng that he used
to hear about taking boys who had done something not exactly right, “out behind the horse shed " and )
glving them a lesson. He believed that the farmers should not only be taken there, but into the public
square, and even in the capitol, and be talkel to, While the Hall was In no way natural to him, and while
e would prefer to meet the farmers on an old stamping ground in Douglas county, yet It might be the
best nfter all, as the farmers might be called to run the lhemf themselves ; and they might just as well
get the hang of the barn one time as another, even if they never came again. While Teavenworth has
the offices and penitentiary, and Topeka the capital and corruption, he had hoped that ihe old ploneer.
county would have had the honor of having the first Farmers’ Conventlon held in Lawrence, but that he
would have fo be content with the holding of the second. 'He thought that the farmers, upon whose occa-
pation everybody depends, should meet to act in their own interests, and that when they make no effort
to resist thelr oppressors they act foollshiy. Since it had come to the pass that thousands of farmers were
eompelled to give thelr business and products into the hands of & very small number of men, all for the
purpose of ting their busi and passing back to them one-half of what had been received for
their produets, the farmers had acted like dunces. e was satisfied that a large portion of this expindi-
ture could he saved to the farmers, The tn_'mer has actually given one-half of his prodacts t2 an incon-
slderable number of men to handle his earnings, and as a result colossal fortunes have been made, monop:
clies have grown encrmously, and all out of the wealth that should have been refained by the farmers, As
it Is, out of all that the farmers produce, there i1 only left them under the present system barely sufiicient
to recuperate the physical exhaustion in prod {og it. It cannot but be percelved that the present eystem
of taxation Is based wholly upon the idea of l:ollo'c't-ll;g- every ceut off of the farmer that can be, and of
relleving capitalists, lies and corporations, of every dollat of taxation that can possibly be avolded
1t the farmers Ao not effect a change they will certainly bs foolish. A hundred millions of dollars is taken
to ruu gm government and pay the debt, and of this huge amount not a dollar is cellected off the
capital of the country. Itis ml collected off the consumers, and taxation and duties at last find thelr
way to thls class for final poyment. The consumers pay it in their daily purchases for their families,
and such men as A. T, Stewart, who have made their ffty milllons, have never pald out of such
profits one cent o support the government. Willium B. Astor pays not o dollar, neither co banks,
monopolies or railroads. Itis paid by the people, of whom the farmers are a very large proportion.
He aid not attack uny political party, Tariff and taxation were by turns the pet measures of
all parties. They all wanted a tariff for specific purposes and will again. The income tax, the only
one {hat ever teached the rich wanm, was deemed so insignifieant and bothersome that it was soon
remitted; but the tax on coffee, tugar, iron, steel, and a hundred other necessities of dally use,
have remained, however ramifed and extended, or insignificant or bothersome they might be, The people
were compelled to pay, and capltal was exempted ; and of the people the farmer was a large element.
mmﬂupmmwmmrmrum treme burthen of i Even from the revenue de-
rived from the public lands, whether sold by the government at one dollar and a quarter per ace, or
afterward by speoulators, the farmer pays in the proportion of seven dollars to every ten, Thisis the sit-
uation nationally. When attention is turned to State aflairs, 1t 15 only to meet the same condition of things.
The farmer’s last lien and chickens are mdl!d-h.h- entered for taxation, while banking capital is al-
most wholly exempled from tax in local, State and '. 1 gover The ker added rallroad
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capilal alco, Farmers ore on thie full valuation of their farms, that with the best of husbandry
yield ne profits, while rallrcads under the laws are asgessed on thelr property on a basis of the earnings of
thelr respective roads. If the assessor were to assess his farm on its earnings, the speaker would be satis-
fied. By the laws everything is just so arranged that the farmer is made to bear the heaviest burden. It
is o system so Inlquitons that it should be changed at once, and it will be when farmers really demand ft.
e then called attention to what he designated as another ontrage upon the farmers, Danks were created
monopolies of the national currency, and because they are rich and can deposit bonds, the government
gives them the people's currency ; a currency issued as the medlum for the transaction of all' the business
of the conntry, and which they loan at any rate of Interest they please, and at fhe same time obtain
Interest on their bonds, thus realizing fully twenty per cent. on their capital. Who pays this Interest? is
the question asked to-day. Many 1hink the borrower does, but it is far from being the case. Itis only
when be s unfortunate that he does, In legitimate business it is paid by the farmer who buys the goods,
selis the grain and pork, or any one who transacts business with such borrower. A member of the Conven.
tfon Interrupted the speaker by inquiring whether bank stock was taxable or not, and stated that he knew
of one bank that paid no tax. Governor Charleg Robinson also stated ihat be was applied to to become &
stockholder in & bank about to be started, and upon stating that he had no money, was told to make a tem-
porary loan from anofher bank to pay his stock, and that upon the issue of the cireulation by the govern-
ment, he could repay the losn out of it. -
Mr, Bronson resumed by saying that the curreney, that which every oue must have, is monopolized by
a few persons who are tich. It is the people’s money and they force the peop’e to pay any rate of Interest.
Sueh laws may have been made in good faith, but those are the results, While wild eat money and shin
plasters have given way to this better currency, and the people have been made more secure, still the inter-
est and money made by it has been wrenched from the farmer, and this is why banks make money so fast,
They have a dead sure thing; they cin contract and extend and generally disarrange money so that it
materially affects the price of all farm products, It is a great injustice to the farmer; they pay so much for
thelr commercial exchanges, at such great odds, that it t be long sustained, and if continued will make
the poor house approach the farmer much nearer than now. The farmers are permitting the worst syslem
of legislation that a free people were ever called upon to mmln.: The sole object being to make the farm
bear the taxation and to exempt capital. This year, when economy has been indulged in by the farmer to
the fullest extent, when every burden h's been increased, congress has taken double pay for itself, legisla-
tures have voted money regardless of the exigency of the times, and have barefacedly exempted money
Joaned, and just what they have so cxempted is doubled upon the farmer. Dear in mind they have had
to carry every dellar of such exemptions made to the rich. No wonder the farmer goes on from year to
year, and, like the blind horse in the tread mill, wants to know when the end will be reached. They
carry the cities’ extravagance and corruption, and n host of universal extravagances beside. The wealth
of wholo cities fows through them, and it can never be bettered until they declde (o take charge of affairs
themselves., They now paid from fifty to seventy-five per cent. of their earnings to s very small number
to transact their business for them. 1he benefit of the few has been at the expense of the masses, and it
was a principle unjust and unwise. Begin at home and in each lc!mn} house ; no bribery can reach there,
and reforms begun there wll be effectual, If the legislature be atked to make them, nothing will be
accomplished, as it is a poor reformer. Any man with §250,000 in his pocket will walk off with any legis-
lature. With farmers the job would be too big for any such result. By working at home, and through
intermediate agencies, the capital of the nation will at last be reached. A triune God has blessed us, and
* under the present state of affairs, these blessings seem lo oppress and injure. 1t is because of a false
fzanclal system, and a false political system no longer bearable, saddled on the people, that the farmers
have come here o see if they cannot be righted. It is useless to say they can do nothing as they have the
votes and the power ; but want of crganization has kept them from accomplishing these reforms, and
just so0 soon as organization is effected they will be as strong as they are now weak. It matters not
whether this be done by Farmers' Unluns or by the Patrons of Husbandry, and he would never quarrel
with the means that acemplished these ends, and desired all to work with the means and tocls that suited
best; but thero should he no antagonism. They had strong powers to combat, and when they met them in
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fight, should be confident that they were strong enough to cope with the (memy. Me counseled thim to
evoid divisions, and believed that there was a working foree in the land that would culminate In a strengfh
sufficient to make thelr efforts a success,

A gen'leman from Elmmga arose and stated that as Mr. Bronson had aliuded to the capital as abound.
ing in corruption, #s arep tative of it, he desired to state to the gentleman from Douglas, that he
modestly disclalmed for Topeka any pre-eminence over Lawrence as to corruption. [Laughter.]

Dr., Lawrence, of Douglas county, said that it was for farmers to stand on a single ornnlutlnn ne
railroads and bavks did. They had the le of hani fact and rall , who have
been successful by action, and made themselves milllonaires by nn!ud effort, and had been [nstrumental
in making panpers of the farmers In consequence of want of co-operation and isolation. If farmers were
to gencrally co-eperate it would be & jolnt stock company, nud each one's Intercst would be for the benefit
of all. 1f farmers were to do this, Kansas would bloom as the rose; if not, they might as well sell oul
and leave. For one he did not want to feel that he was dally b ing more destitute. Co-operati
would make even tha thieves tremble, A lawyer told him that the farmers bad neither tlw abllity or the
honesty to dictate measures, and if it had been £0, it was because they had avoided the polls; but the day
had at last come, and who shall bury them ? Ie hoped There would be a permanent organization before
an adjournment was had. He believed that in cvery eriels there was a hero, and he thought the hour
would develop the man and the method, and that there would now be found a mind equal to the task,
as they dld when the constitution wis drafted in the old Temple of Literty in Philadeiphia. : If an organi
zation can be effectad it will Iuw a gigantic Inlmonee for good la Kansas. Kansis must depend upon
agricultaral p , 88 her In other directions are limited, and instead of farming being profit-
able, on every hand farmers wanted to sell out. Tustead of land lessening in value it should increase,
and he believed with proper actlon now, our farmers would yet be prosperous. >

Mr. Yan Winkle, of Alchizon, ¢id not think the farmers came here to attack the fnauclal policy of the
government. He thought it was a matter of wisdom that (he bonds were exempt from taxation; the
government must have money, and must stand right with those who have i*. Money brings more interest
than government bonds, and why did not farmers sell out anl lnvest inb nds? EBimply becanse they can
make more by not dolng so. If farmers have the brains to protect themselves, let them do so, but do not
make attacks on others. As regards a 4 and fon, have tha law eo formed that banks are
taxed in the same manner as farms, and If. anybody wants to go into either business, they cou'd then do so

derstandingly. Rallroads should not be taxed on earnings, but like everybody else. 1e did not pro-
pose to go in debt, but would practice economy ; when railroads are taxed as farmers are they should be
gatisfied and not before. He liked to speak respeotfully of Iu“w makers, but last wloter they exempted
loans, and he saw no reason why they did not farms also. Ife objected to the stalement that the farmers
_paid the taxes for merchants, which they did not do unless they bought their goods. Stewart [ays more
“taxes than all {he farmors in Kansas, and with his ows money at that. e belleved our tariff laws In the
main were good. There is a tax on lron and on salt, ami Kinsas ought to supply the world with salt, But
it had not been developed. Ile stated that thirteen million peaple are engaged in industrial pursuits and
half of them in agriculture, while the other half were distributed in various pursuits, and the true plan
for the farmer was o attempt to destroy none.

The Committee on Credentials reported the following list of delegates:

Allen County—W. Hall, Tola; D. W, Foster, Humbaldi.

Anderson—W. A, T. Gear, Greeley; R. H. Cunningham, Garnett; Thomas Goudy, Garnett; Samucl .
‘Earnest, John Moler,

Alehison—R. A. Van Wiokle, Arrington ; (. W. Glick, — Herron, 1I. Hank, Asa Darnes, L. Bishop,

Barton—A. ¥. Buckland,

Brown—7J. T. Babbitt, Hia ratha; Cyrus Lemmon.

Butler—M., Vaught, Chelsea; A. W. Beck, Emithfield.

Chase—W. 8. Ropeigh, Cottonwood Falls; Frank E. Smith, Cottonwen | Falls,

Clay—J. B. Quinby, Wakefield.
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