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Why we grow

Thisarticle, originally printed in William Peffer's Kansas Farmer, explains the reasons behind the growth of the
Populist movement. Consequently the article focuses on corruption within the government, which has led to
legidlation that discriminates in favor of the wealthy and privileged and at the expense of the working man. The
Farmer's Wife was created by Ira and Emma Pack, who published it from Topeka, Shawnee County, from 1891
until 1894. The newspaper served as aforum to discuss reform movements (including populism and suffrage), to
present human interest stories, and to offer practical advice to Kansas women.
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Why we grow

WHY WE GROW.
From the Kansas Farmer.

‘The unrest among the people out of
which the farmers’ movement grew wos
the result of legislation iu the interest
of protected classes of citizens, legisla-
tion diseriminating in favor of money
and against other kinds of property.
The end of the great war found the
southern states destitute of money and
needing large amounts. The demand
there was tully equal to the surplus left
among the pevple ot the morth occa-
sioned by a cessation of war require-
ments; but instead of keeping the cir-
culation at what it was when the war
closed, 75 per cent of it was withdrawn
and put into long-time bonds within
four years after the armies were dis-
banded. Whereas we had $1,900,000,-
000 of government paper currency out
|July 1, 1865, there was only about
$450,000,000 out on the 30th day of
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