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R

Mr. WixpoM, from the Committee to Investigate the Causes which have
leil to the Emigration of Negroes from the Southern to the Northern
States, submitted the following - .

REPORT OF THE MINORITY.

The undersigned, a minority of the committee appointed under resolution of
the Senate of December 15, 1879, to investigate the causes which have led
to the emigration of negroes from the Southeri to the Northern States,
submit the following report :

In the month of December last a few hundred colored men, women

.and children, discontented with. their condition in North Carolina, an

hoping to improve it, were emigrating to Indiana. :

his movement, though utterly insignificant in comparison with the
vastly greater numbers which were moving from other Southern States
into Kansas, seemed to be considered of very much more importance, in
certain quarters, on account of its alleged political purposes and bearing.
The theory upon which the investigation was asked was that the emi-
gration into the State of Indiana was the result of a conspiracy on the
part of Northern leaders of the Republican party to eolonize that State
with negroes for political purposes. The utter absurdity of this theory
should have been apparent to everybody, for if the Republican party, or
its leaders, proposed to import negroes info Indiana for political pur-
ses, why take them from North Carolina? Why import them from a
tate where the Republicans hope and expect to carry the election,
when there were thousands upon thonsands ready and anxious to come
from States certainly Democratic. 'Why transport them by rail at heavy
expense half way across the continent when they could have taken them
from Kentucky without any expense, or bronght them up the Mississippi
River by steamers at merely nominal eost? Why send twenty-five

thousand to Kansas to swell her 40,000 Republican majority, and onl

seven or eight hundred to Indiana?! These considerations brand wi
falsehood and folly the eharge that the exodus was a political movement
induced by Northern partisan leaders. And yet to prove this absurd
proposition the committee devoted six months of hard and fruitless
labor, during which they examined one hundred and fifty-nine witnesses,
selected from all parts of the country, mainly with reference to their
supposed readiness to prove said theory, expended over £30,000, and
filled three large volumes of testimony. :
The undersigned feel themselves authorized to say that there is no
evidence whatever even tending to sustain the charge that the Repub-
lican party, or any of its leaders, have been instramental, either directly
or indi y, in aiding or encouraging these people to come from their
homes in the South to any of the Northern States. A good deal of com-
plaint was made that certain “aid societies” in the North had en-
couraged and aided this migration, and a futile attempt was made to
prove that these societies were acting in the interest of the Republican
party. Upon inquiry, however, it was ascertained that their purposes
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Winters short and require little food for stock, 5
Fine grazing country ; stock can be grazed all winter. - =
- The popnlation is enterprising, towns and villages spring up rapidly, and great
profits &rﬂe from all investments, :
Climate dry, and land free from swamps,
% The money paid to doctors in less healthy regions can here be used to build up a

onse,
People quiet and orderly, schools and ehurches to be found in every neighborhood,
and nglplg provision for ﬁge schools i: made by the State, 2
Money plenty, and what yon raise commami a good price.
Fruits of all Lnda easil, wn and sold at large ts.
Railroads are bein, bui!-t n every direction.
The conntry is well watered.
Salt and coal are plentiful.
It is within the reach of every man, no matter how poor, to have a home in Kansas. =
best lands are to be had at from 82 to 10 an acre, on time. The different rail- 5
roads own large tracts of land, and offer liberal inducements to emigrants. You can : :
E’t land in some places for §1.25 an acre. The country is mostly open pmi:ﬁ
} veE with deep, rich soil, producing from forty to one hun bushels of eorn
A wheat to the acre. The corn grows about eight or nine feet high, and I never saw
AT better frnit anywhere than there, 2
3 The report was adopted. =
The feeling of the eolored people in that State in 1872 was well ex-
-~ pressed by Hon. Robert H. Knox, of Montgomery, a prominent colored
i citizen, who, in addressing the convention, spoke as follows: =
I have listened with great attention to the report of the commissioner appointed i:y :
anthority of the State ﬂ;nr Union to visit Kansas, and while I own the inducements
“held out to the Iaboring man in that far-off State are muech greater than those enjoyed
guout State, I yet would say leb us rest here awhile longer ; let us trust in , the
ident, and Congress to give ns what is most needed here, al security to the
laboring masses, the suppression of violence, disorder, and kokluxism, the protection
which the Constitution and laws of the United States guarantee, and to which as citi-
aens and men we are entitled,  Failing in these, it is time then, I repeat, to desert the
State and seek homes elsewhere where there may be the frnition of hopes inangurated
when by the hand of Providence the shackles were stricken from the limbs of four
million men, where there may be enjoyed in peace and happiness by your own fireside
the earnings of your daily tnPl. :
- Benjamin Singleton, an aged colored man, now residing in Kan
swears that he began the work of inducing his race to migrate to tha
State as early as 1869, and that he has brought mainly from Tenne
and located in two eolonies—one in Cherokee County, and another in
Lyons County, Kansas—a total of 7,432 colored people. The old man
spoke in the most touching manner of the sufferings and wrongs of his .
- people in the South, and in the most glowing terms of their condition in =
their new homes ; and when asked as to who originated the movemen :
he proudly asserted, “I am the father of the exodus.” He said tha
during these years since he n the movement he has paid from his
own pocket over $600 for circulars, which he has caused to be printed
and cirenlated all over the Southern States advising all who can pay
their way to come to Kansas. In these cireulars he advised the colored
people of the advantages of living in a free State, and told them how
well the emigrants whom he had taken there were getting on. TITe says =
- that the emigrants whom he has taken to Kansas are happy and doing |
well. The old man insists with great enthusiasm that he is the * whole EE
cause of the Kansas immigration,” and is very proud of his achievement. 5=
Here, then, we have conclusive proof from the negroes themselves that
they have been preparing for this movement for many years. Organi-
zations to this end have existed in many States, and the agents of such
orﬁnmmtions have traveled throughont the South. One of these organi-
zations alone kept one hundred and fifty men in the field for years, trav-
~ eling among their brethren and secretly discussing this among other
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treatment of colored citizens of North Carolina is that justice is not
fairly administered in the courts as between themselves and the whites.
On this point the evidence of Mr. R. C. Badger veveals a condition of
things to which no people can long submit. Here is his illustration of
the manner in which justice is usually meted ont as between the negroes
and the whites:

Q. How about the diserimination in the courts as between the whites and blacks I—
A That is prineipally in matters of larcency. In snch cases the presumption is
Toversed as to the negro. A white man can’t be convicted without the fullest proof,
and with the negroes, in matters between themselves, sucly as assault and battery,
they get as fair a trial as the whites. ‘At the Jannarg]tem of our court Judge Avery
presided. A white man and a colored woman were indicted for an affray. The woman
was in her husband’s barn getting out corny they were going to move, and the white
man came down there and said, “ Yon seem to have a good time lan hing here this
morning,” and she said, yes, she had a right to laugh. e said, “ Yon are fﬂm;
that corn out, and you would have made more if you had stuck to your husban
She seemed to be a sort of termagant, and she said nobody said that about her nnless
on told them. He made some immlt{ng remark, and she made something in return to
im, and he took a billet of wood and struck her on the shoulder, and he pulled a
istol and beat hier with it, and she went for him to kill him.  They found the man not
guilty and they found her guilly, but Judge Avery set the verdict aside and ordered the
‘ease nolle prossed against her. : %
. Do von think that is a fair sample of the jostice they get 1—A. Yes. sir.
. Do you think they will convict a colored woman 1 order to get a chance to turn
Jovse a white man 7—A. Yes, sir,

Mr. Badger was not our witness. He was called by the majority, but
he is a gentleman of high character, the son of an ex-member of this
body, and thoroughly acquainted with the condition of things in his
State. He puts the case just mentioned as a % fair sample” of North
Carolina justice toward the negro. 1t is true the judge set aside the
verdiet, but this does not change the faet that before a North Carolina
jury the negro has but little hope of justice.

 NEGRO EXODUS PROM

Back of all these things lies the distrust of Democracy which was in- .

spired during the days when the Kuklux,” the “White Brotherhood,”
@ “ Universal Empire,” and the ¢ Stonewall Guard” spread terror and
desolation over the State in order to wrest it from Republicanism to
Democracy. The memory of those dark days and bloody deeds, the
prejudice which still forbids white ladies to teach colored schools, and
denies “even-handed justice” in the courts, and the msurpations which
place the returning boards all in the hands of Demoerats, have inspired
a feeling of discontent which has found expression in the efforts of a few
to leave the State, These facts, taken in connection with the bonus of
one dollar per head offered by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com-
any (a Democratic corporation represented by a Demoeratic agent) to
ing eolored men who would secure passengers for their road, has
led to the emigratiow of some seven or eight hundred colored people
from that State, and the only wonder is that thousands instead of hun-
dreds have not gone.

LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPL

The States of Lonisiana and Mississippi have furnished the larger por-
tion of the migration to Kansas, and as the conditions which caused
the exodus are the same in both of these States, we may speak of them
together. No single act of wrong has inspired this movement, but a
Jong series of oppression, injustice, and violence, extending over a period
of fifteen years. These people have been long-suffering and wonderfully
patient, but the time came when they could endure it no longer and m
resolved to go. We can convey no adequate idea of what they end

8. Rep. 693—1I1
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Dbefore adopting this desperate resolve, but will mention a few facts drawn

from well authenticated history, from sworn public documents, and from
the evidence taken by the Exodus Investigating Committee. Writing

under date of January 10, 1875, General P. H. Sheridan, then in command

at New Orleans, says:

Since the 1 nearly thicty-five hnndred ns, a at jority of whom -
were oolu]:eg :::n‘isfva be:g killm"ir and Eruslxmdpiglm?ha Stﬂs. Irg Hﬁﬂ{he n:it;isl
record shows that cighteen handred and eighty-four were killed and wonnded. From
1868 to the present time no official investigation hias been made, and the eivil anthor-
jties in all but a few ecasgs have been nunable to arrest, convict, or punish the perpe-
trators. Consequently there are no correct records to Lie consulted for information.
There is ample evidence, however, to show that more than twelve hundred persons
have been kli'llcd and wounded during this time on accountof their political sentiments.
Frightfnl massacres have occurred in the parishes of Bossier, Caddo, Catahouls, Saint
Bernard, Saint Landry, Grant, and Orleans.

He then proceeds to ennmerate the political murders of eolored men
in the various parishes, and says:

Human life in this State is held so cheaply that when men are killed on acconnf of

litical opinions, the murderers are regarded rather as heroes than criminals in the

ocalities where they reside. 3

This brief summary is not by a politician, but by a distinguished
soldier, who reconnts the events which have oeenrred within his own
military jurisdietion. Volumes of testimony have sinee been taken con-
firming in all respects General Sheridan’s statement, and giving in detail
the facts relating to such murders, and the times and cirenmstances of
their ocenrrence. The resnlts of the elections which im mediately followed
them disclose the motives and purposes of their perpetrators. These
reports show that in the year 1363 a reign of terror prevailed over almost
the entire State. In the parish of Saint Landry there was a massacre
of colored people which began on the 28th of September, 1868, and lasted
from three to six days, during which between two and three hundred I
colored men were killed. “Thirteen captives were taken from the jail
and shot, and a pile of twenty-five dead bodies were found burned in the
woods.” The result of this Demoeratic campaign in the parish was that
the registered Republican majority of 1,071 was wholly obliterated, and,
at the election which followed a few weeks later not a vote was cast for
General Grant, while Seymour and Blair received 4,787.

In the parish of Bossier a similar massacre oceurred between the 20th
and 30th of September, 1868, which lasted from three to four days, dur- ]
ing which two hundred eolored people were killed. By the official regis- !
try of that year the Republican voters in Bossier Parish numbered 1,938, i
but at the ensuing election only one Republican vote was cast. i

In the parish of Caddo during the month of October, 1868, over forty '
colored people were killed. The result of that massacre was that out
of a Republican registered vote of 2,804 only one was cast for General
Grant. Similar scenes were enacted thronghout the State, varying in
extent and atrocity according to the magnitude of the Republican !
majority to be overcome. 40

he total summing-up of murders, maimings, and whippings which
took R)laee for political reasons in the months of September, October, ‘
and November, 1868, as shown’by official sources, is over one thousand.
The net political results achieved thereby may be snecinetly stated as
follows: The official registration for that year in twenty-eight parishes
contained 47,923 names of Republican voters, but at the Presidential
election, held a few weeks after the occurrence of these events, but 5,360 E
Republican votes were cast, making the net Democratic gain from said
transactions 42,563, i
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4

Ini nine of these parishes where the reign of terror was most preva-

lent, out of 11,604 registered Republican votes only 19 were cast for
General Grant. In seven of said parishes there were 7,253 registered
Republican votes but not one was east at the ensning election for the
Republican ticket.

In the years sncceeding 1865, when some restraint was imposed upon
political lawlessness and a comparatively peaceful election was held,
these same Republican parishes cast from 33,000 to 37,000 Republican

votes, thus demonstrating the purpose and the effects of the reign of

murder in 1868. In 1876 the spirit of violence and persecution which, in
parts of the State, had been partially restrained for a time, broke forth
again with renewed fury. 1t was deemed necessary to carry that State
for Tilden and Hendricks, and the policy which had proved so successful
in 1868 was again invoked and with like results. Onthe day of general
election in 1876 there were in the State of Lonisiana 92,996 registered
white voters and 115,310 colored, making a Republiean majority of the
Jatter of 22,314, The number of white Republicans was far in excess of
the number of colored Demoerats. 1t was, therefore, well known that

“if a fair eleetion should be held the State would go Republican by from

twenty-five to forty thonsand majority. The policy adopted this time
was to select a few of the largest Republican parishes and by terrorism
and violence not only obliterate their Republican majorities, but also

_ intimidate the negroes in the other parishes. The sworn testimony

found in our public documents and records shows that the same system
of assassinations, whippings, burnings, and other acts of political per-
secution of colored citizens which had oceurred in 1868 was again re-
peated in 1876 and with like results. 3

In fifteen parishes where 17,726 Republicans were registered in 1876

only 5,758 votes were cast for Hayes and Wheeler, and in one of them
East Feliciana) where there were 2,127 Republicans registered but 1.
publiean vote was cast. By such methods the Republican majority of
the State was supposed to have been effectually suppressed and a Dem-
ocratie victory assured. And because the legally constituted authorities
of Louisiana, acting in conformity with law. and justice, declined to count
some of the parashes thus carried by violence and blood the Democratic
party, both North and South, has ever since complained that it was
fraudulently deprived of the fruits of vietory, and it now proposes to
make this grievance the principal plank in the party platform.

On the 6th of December, 1876, President Grant in a message to Con-

ss transmitted the evidence of these horrible crimes against the
colored race, committed in the name and in the interest of the Democracy.
They are not mere estimates nor conjeetures, buf the names of the per-
sons murdered, maimed, and whipped, and of the perpetrators of the
erimes, the places where they oceurred, and the revolting cireumstances
under which they were committed, are all set forth in detail. This
shocking record embraces a period of eight years, from 1868 to 1876,
inelusive, and covers ninety-eight pages of fine type, giving an average
of ubout one victim to each line. We have not counted the list, but it is
safe to say that it numbers over four thousand.

These erimes did not end in 1876 with the accession of the Demoeracy
to control of the State administration. The witnesses examined by your
committee gave numerous instances of like character which oecurred in
1878. Madison Parish may serve as an illustration. This parish, which
furnished perhaps the largest number of refugees to Kansas, had been
exceptionally free from buildozing in former years. William Murrell,

k
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crats returned a majority of 2,300, The witness, who was a candidate

on the Republican ticket, swears that not more than 360 votes were
cast. Demoeratic shot-gun eloguence did its “ work,” as prophesied
Mr. Askew, ex-chairman of the Democratic commi but it also serv:
as a wonderful stimulus to migration from Madison Parish.

We cite this case for tv;» reasons : First, because it has been said that
the negroes have not emigrated from bulldozed parishes ; and, secondly,
because it serves as an illustration of the many similar cases which were
given to the committee. :

We desire also to invite attention to the evidence of Henry Adams,
a eolored witness from Shreveport, La. Adams is a man of very re-
markable energy and native ability. Scores of witnesses were summoned
by the majority of the committee from Shreveport, but none of them
ventured to question his integrity or truthfulness. Though a common
laborer, he has devoted much of his time in traveling through Lounisiana,
Mississippi, and Texas, working his way and taking notes of the erimes
committed against his race. His notes, written in terse and simple lan-
guage, embraced the names of six hundred and eighty-three colored
men who have been whipped, maimed, or murdered within the last eight
years, and his statement of these crimes covers thirty-five pages of
closely printed matter in the report. We are sure no one can read it
without a convietion of its truthfulness and a feeling of horror at the
barbarous details he relates, Adams is the man who has organized a
colonization council, composed of laboring colored people, and rigidly
excluding politicians, which numbers ninety-eight thousand who have
enrolled themselves with a view to emigration from that country as
early as possible. He details the character and the purpose of the or-

anization and the efforts it has made to obtain relief and protection
or its members, * First,” he says, “we appealed to the President of the
United States to help us out of our distress, to protect us in our rights
and privileges. Next, we appealed to Congress for a territory to which
we might go and live with our families. Failing in that,” says he, “our
other object was to ask for help to ship us all to Liberia, Africa, some-
where where we could live in peace and quiet. If that could not be
done,” he adds, “our idea was to appeal fo other governments outside of the
United States to help us to get away from the United States and go and live
there under their flag.” What a commentary upon our own
equality and freedom! Finding no relief in any direction, they finally
resolved to emigrate to some of the Northern States. He says they had
some hope of securing better treatment at home until 1877, when “we
lost all hopes and determined to go anywhere on God’s earth, we didn’t
care where; we said we was going if we had to run awdy and go to the
woods.” Perhaps we can best summarize the condition of affairs in
Louisiana, and the eauses of the exodus from that State, as the negroes
themselves regarded them, by quoting a brief extract from the report
of the business committee to “he eolored State convention held in New
Orleans on the 21st of April, 1879:

New OrLEANS, dpril 21, 1579,
Mr, PrEsipENT: Your committee on lmsiness have the honor to submit this their
final report. Discussing the general and widespread alarm among the colored people
of Louisiana, inclnding so potent a fear that in many parishes, and in others perhaps
largely to follow, there is an exodus of agricultural labor which indicates the prostra-
tion and destrnetion of the productive, and therefore essentially vital, interests of the
State. The Committee find that ihe ary cause of this lies in the absence of a republican

JSorm of government to 1he people of Lonisiana. Crime and lawlessness existing fo an_extent

thai laughs at all restraint, and the misgovernment natwrally induced from a adminis-
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XII  NEGRO EXODUS FROM SOUTHERN STATES
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dis-
trust and alarm among our people throughout the State. Al rights reemen denied and
all claims 1o a just recomp m}fr labor rendered or honorable ?&mg getwwl planter and
laborer disallowed, justice a mockery, and the laws a eheat, the very o of the courts be-
ing themselves the mobocrats and violators of law, the only vemedy left the colored cilizen in
many parishes of our State to-day is to emigrate. The fiat to go forth is irvesistible. The
constantly recurring, nay, ever-present, fear which hawits the minds of these our people in
the turbulent parishes of the State is that slavery in the hévrible form of peonage is a, -

oaching ; that the avowed disposition af the men tn power to veduce the laborer and hix i{:
terest to the minimum of advantages as freemen and to absolutely none as citizens has produced : |
80 absolule a fear that in many cases it has become a panic. It is flight from present suffer- d
ings and from wrongs to come.

Here are the reasons for the exodus as stated by the colored people
themselves. In view of the facts which we have stated, and of the ter-
rible history which we cannot here repeat, does any one believe their state-
ment of grievances is overdrawn? Is there any other race of freemen ;
on the face of the earth who would have endured and patiently suffered f
as they have? Is there any other government among civilized nations
which would have permitted such acts to be perpertrated against its £
citizens ? '

~ We will not dwell upon the conditions whieh have driven these people
from Mississippi. It would be but a repetition of the infolerance, per-
secutions, and violence which have prevailed in Louisiana. The same
Democratic “shot-gun eloquence” which wasso potent for the conver-
gion of colored Republicansin the one has proven equally powerful in
theother. The same “eloquence” which wrested Louisiana from Repub-
licans also converted Mississippi. And in both the same results are
visible in the determination of the colored people to get away. 7
Nearly all the witnesses who were asked as to the causes of the ex-
odus answered that it was because of a feeling of insecurity for life and
property ; a denial of their political rights as citizens; long-continued
perseentions for political reasons; a system of cheating by landlords
and storekeepers which rendered it impossible for them to make a living
no matter how hard they might work ; the inadequacy of school advan-
tages, and a fear that they would be eventually reduced fo a system of
peonage even worse then slavery itself.

On the latter point they quoted the laws of Mississippi, which author-
ize a justice’s court to infliet heavy fines for the most trival offenses, and |
authorize the sheriff to hire the convicts to planters and others for twenty- g
e five cents a day to work out the fine and cost, and which provide that ]
g for every day lost from sickness he shall work another to pay for his
' board while sick. Under these laws they allege that a colored man
may be fined 8500 for some trifling misdemeanor, and be compelled to
work five or six years to pay the fine ; and that it is not uncommon for J
colored men thus hired out to be worked in a chain-gang upon the :
plantations under overseers, with whip in hand, precisely as in the days
of slavery. And some of the witnesses declared that if an attempt
made to escape they are pursued with blood-hounds, as before the war,

IHenry Ruby, a witness summoned by the majonH of the committee
swore that in ’i‘exas, under a law similar to that in Mississippi, a aolomd
man had been arrested for carrying a “six-shooter” and fined $65, in-
cluding costs, and that he had been at work nearly three {mrs to pay
it. The laws of that State do not fix the rate for hiring, but *county
convicts” may be hired at any price the county judge may determine.
He mentioned the case of a colored woman who was hired out for a !
quarter of a cent per day. Deseribing this process of hiring, he says: o

They call these le county conviets, and if you have got a farm you can go and i
hire tegem out of ail. They have got that system, snds the co men object to
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it 1 kmow some of these men who liave State convicts thnt they hire aud they work
them under shotguns. A faraer hires so many of the State, and they are 1 the
supervision of a sergeant with a gun and nigger-honnds, to run them with if they get

‘away. They hire them and put them in the same gang with the striped suit on, and,

if they want, the guard can bring them down with his shotgun. Then they have
these nigger-hounds, and if one of them gets off and they can’t find him they take the
]I:lo:lnds, and from a shoe, or anything of the kind belonging to the conviet, they trail
down. :
Q}.1 Are these the same sort of blood-hounds they used to have to rmn the negroes
with —A. Yes, sir. :

These things need no comment. To the negro they are painfully
suggestive of slavery. [s it a wonder that he has resolved to go where
peonage and blood-hounds are unknown ?

Several witnesses were called from Saint Lonis and Kansas, who had
conversed with thousands of the refugees, and who swore that they all
told the same story of injustice, oppression, and wrong., Upon the
arrival of the first boat-loads at Saint Lonis, in the early spring of 1379,
the people of that city were deeply moved by the evident destitution
and distress which they presented, and 1housands of them were inter-
viewed as to the causes which impelled them to leave their homes at
that inclement season of the year. In the presence of these people, and
with a full knowledge of their condition and of the canses of their-flight,
a memorial to Congress was prepaied, and sigued by a large number of
the most prominent and respectable citizens of Saint Louis, embracing
such names as Mayor Overholtz (a Demoerat), Hon. Johin F. Dillon, judge
of the United States cirenit court, ex-United States Senator J. B. Hen-
derson, and nearly a hundred other leading citizens, in which the con-
dition and grievances of the refugees are stated as follows:

The undersigned, vour memorialists, respectfully represent that within the last two
weeksthere have come by steamboats np t{;:liissimippi River, from chiefly the States
of Louisiana and Missigsippi, and landed at Saint Lonis, Mo., a t number of colored
citizens of the United States, not less than twenty hundred, and composed of men and
women, old aud young, and with them many of their children.

This multitude is eager to proceed to Kansas, and without exeeption, so far as we
have learned, refuse all overtures or inducements to return South, even if their

back is paid for them. ;

The condition of the great majority is absolute poverty; they are elothed in thin
and ragged garments for the most part, and while here hiave been supported to some
extent by public, but mostly by private charity.

The older ones are the formerslaves of the South ; all now entitled to life and liberty.

The weatlier from the first advent of these people in this Northera eity has been
unusually cold, attended with ice and snow, so that their sufferings have been greatly
increased, and if there was in their hearts a single kind remembrance of their suuny
Southern homes they would naturally give it expression now.

We have taken oceasion to examine into the canses they themselves assign for their
extraordinary and nnexpected transit, and beg leave to submit herewith the written
statements of a number of individuals of the refngees, which were taken without any
effort to have one thing said more than another, and to express the sense of the wit-
ness in his own langnage as nearly as possible.

The story is about the same in each instance: great privation and want from exces-
sive rent exacted for land, connected with murder of colored neighbors and threats of

rsonal violence to themselves. The tone of each statement is that of suffering and

rror. Election days and Christmas, by the coneurrent testimony, seem to have
appropriated to killing the smart men, while robbery and persoual vielence in one
form and another seem to have ran the year round. ; z
» - - - L -

We submit that the great migration of negiroes from the South is itself a fact that
overbears all contradiction, and proves conclusively that great canses must exist at
the Bouth to account for it.

_ Hare they are in multitudes, not men alone, but women and children, old, middle-

agad} and young, with common consent leaving their old homes in a natural climate
and facing storms and unknown dangers to go to Northern Kansas. Why? Among
them all there is little said of hope in the future; it is all of fear in the past. They
are not drawn by the attractions of Kansas; they are driven by the terrors of Missis-
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by Mr. Dukehart, who sold all the tickets to those who came from North -
Carolina, that not more than two hundred voters had gone to Indiana.

Sixth. The exodus movement originated entirely with the colored
people themselves, who for many years have been organizing for the-
purpose of finding relief in that way, and the colored agents of such
organizations have traveled all over the South consulting with their
race on this subject,

Seventh. A long series of political persecutions, whippings, maimings,
and murders committed by Democrats and in the interest of the Dem-
oeratic party, extending over a period of fifteen years, has finally driven
the negro to despair, and compelled him to seek peace and safety by
flight.

ighth. In some States a system of convict hiring is authorized b
law, which reinstates the chain-gang, the overseer, and the blood-houn
substantially as in the days of slavery.

Ninth. A system of labor and renting has been adopted in some parts
of the South whidh reduces a negro to a condition but little better than
that of peonage, and which renders it impossible for him to make a
comfortable living, no matter how hard he may work. -

Tenth, The only remedy for the exoedus is in the hands of Southern
Democrats themselves, and if they do not change their treatment of the
negro and recognize his rights as a man and a citizen, the movement
will go nni] greatly to the injury of the labor interests of the South, if

not the whole country.
WILLIAM WINDOM.
HENRY W. BLAIR.
8. Rep. 693——111
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