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The President on the Exodus

According to thisunsigned article, Rev. John Turner and General Conway spoke with President Rutherford B.
Hayes about the black exodus from the South. Hayes listened intently to their report of conditionsin the South
and agreed that blacks had the right to emigrate and would thrive once spread throughout the states. He also

expressed his conviction that any of the emigrants' material needs would be readily supplied through aid
organizations.
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Kansas Memory

The President on the Exodus

it{last weeks Christian Recorder, we

¢ | take the foflowing excerpt, showing
if| what the President had to say :

the Capjtol as 2 most important one.
He was very particular in ascertain-
ing what proofs there were of the
)-| truth of the statemrnts made to him,
,- | #nd seemed inclined 10 believe them

to be true, becanse of the letters, tal-
egrams and reports referred to. lle
expresses his views on the whole sub-
ject with great candor and.is further
5 reportéd 1o have eaid that, judging
from the reperis of Governmeut offi -
cers aid agents, as well as from other
u | good sources of  information, he
\¢ \hought the exodus was destived teo
" become general, especially from
ul those portion of the South where the

greatesi nmount of persecution was
U uflicted upon the negroes, that there
18| would be no need of funds to help
\a | he emigrants ir the need ot them
were Lot properlv made known to
the good people of the country ; that
io | there could be no question, of the

[ right 0. the negro 1o emigrate when
1 (ever.ie saw fit to do so, and that this
b+ right. would and sheald be main-
‘e | tained; that the interest of the ne-

| groes themselves, would, he.thomght

b2 best secured by their .euurlus
I*! through the Western States, instea
18 of crosmding into any ome of them,
13| and thal he had no doubt, from very
e extensive information on the subject,
s but u:ln all wbo‘c-uun'o- the South
151 woul et good cumplovment, west
1 of the E)hio‘. He said aleo that the
exodus would do zood and in fast
had dene good already.

General Conway desired to know
definately whether the President
approved the proposition to gowith
re | chartered boats and deliver the thous-
- | ands on the banks of the river. The
ss | President said he thought the step
ought to be taken as oue of justice
I and  humanity.  General Conway
£t said “suppose thke planters of their
je  Agents use violent means %0 prevent
1o | Sugch boars from accomplish: their ob.
| jeat, could the Goyernment be velied
" upon to give its protection”. With

| considerable 4pirit and earnestnesy

| the President replied; Such resist-

{anee 10 lawful business, carried on
Is a natianal high-way, sush as the
& | Mississiopi is, would be rebellion,
jp | and there would be mo doubt but
7| thet the Governmont would afford its
= protection™. ‘Phen said Gen, Uonway
A+ | with that most satisfactory assurance

i we will undertake the work of deliv-

!ering our poor fellow-citizens who
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B larein bondage on the river banks
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