
Governor John P. St. John to Roseline Cunningham
In this letter, Governor St. John responded to Cunningham's inquiry (from June 18, 1879) about receiving
financial assistance to cover the cost of emigration to Kansas.  He informs her that there is no society to aid her
travel costs, and that the promise of "40 acres and a mule" is a misrepresentation.  While he states that he does
sympathize with the Southern blacks' situation, he advises Cunningham that emigrants should not come to Kansas
if they are destitute.  He also provides her with information about Kansas, including the cost of farmland and the
typical wage for laborers.  Governor St. John, in addition to his official government duties, was also on the board
of the Kansas Freedmen's Relief Association, This association was formed to provide aid to Exodusters such as
Cunningham, but unfortunately the association did not have adequate funding to provide for all the Exodusters
fleeing from the South.
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