
Abstract of journals from the 1845 Kearny Expedition
This excerpt from the congressional report of the Secretary of War includes the abstracts of two journals, one by
Lieutenant William B. Franklin, a topographical engineer, and another by Lieutenant H.S. Turner of the 1st
dragoons stationed at Fort Leavenworth.  Under the command of Stephen Kearny, the 1st dragoons and their
accompanying engineers left Fort Leavenworth on a military march, heading northwest on what would become
the Oregon Trail, down along the Rocky Mountains to Mexican territory, and back up via the Santa Fe Trail.  This
march was intended as a display of the United States' military power to both native tribes and the British
government (which at this time was exerting its authority over Oregon Territory).  For the most part this abstract
details their route, but it does include a transcription of a conversation between Kearny and a Sioux chief named
Bull Tail.
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