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Section 8, Pages 211 - 240

Kansas Governor John P. St. John (1879-1883) received these letters from persons concerned with the migration
of southern blacks to Kansas, commonly known as the Exodus or Exoduster movement. The letters come from
blacks considering a move to Kansas, persons assisting with or monitoring the migration, officials of cities along
the route, and persons providing for the relief of the migrants upon their arrival. The letters proceed in rough
chronological order. Most include remnants of abstracts that were attached to the letter and then partially
removed. The top of the abstract includes a reference to the letterpress book and page number of the governor's
response. The governors' letterpress books are a separate collection. This collection comprises box 13 folders
13-15 and 20, box 14 folders 1-9, and box 15 folders 1-5 of the John St. John governor's records. The 1879-1880
correspondence was filed under "Immigration, Negro Exodus." The 1881-1882 correspondence was filed under
"Freedman's Institute, Relief Association." A link to an inventory of St. John's entire governor's collection is
available below. A full transcription is also available under "External Links."
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Dean St ¢ ¥

Tove wante having been given me, and learnin= timt you would per- ||

take some interest in an effort [ am making to induee colored peo-
to buy homes of their own, and settle in large communities together,

ere they can enjoy the fruits and rewards of their own labor, build ||

t eir own churches and schoolhonses, and maintain permanent schools
f{?r the education of their ehildren, T herewith take the liherty of infor-
ming you of what I have done during the past five vears, and am stil]
doing fo enable colored people.to make systematic and organized efforts
to necomplish these results and objeets viz : In 1874 [ began the en-
terprise of buying and selti-atands to coloved people, since that yvear

e ned nearly twelve thousand acres of land to colored
geople, in Fort Bend County, many of whom are now living upon good
Tomes of their own, This colony is loeated on the left “side of (he
Fruat San Bernard river, and their lands begin some foar miles below
where the Harrisburg and RBan Antonio Railroad crosses said rivee. 1
Bave several thousands additional seres of land on the Bernard river,
which T am prepared to sell upow the following terms wiz: In 50 and
100 acre tracts, at prices ranging from two to three dollars per acre, one
third cash, and balance of purchase money to be paid in three or four
smarly payments, These lands are both prairie and bottom lands, black
ogwallow and sandy loam, with an abundance of cypress and other
mher for fencing and building purposes. The titles to ail lands [ offer
¢ sule are perfect, and Defore any ane pays me one cent for any lands
[sell im. 1 will furnish him with my chain and record of title, which
o can have investigated by any Inwyer. I have heen selling lands du-
ging the past five years and no man has yet logt land [ so'd him for the
want af 1 good title, and | shall pay special attention to the question of
itle, boeanse I hope to follow this business suecessfully for many years
eome, and were [ to sell lands with bad or doubtful titles it would

v ruin my enterprise. I invite you to form a club, ora Lody, of
enty or more of your neizhbors, whom you kuow to be honest'and
,d{.;;l|-i‘;1;g men, and begin correspondence with me at once as to how
ar shoulil organize and proceed with your efforts to obtain homes. Af-

v 1he crops are laid by, 1 shall appoint a time for all clubs tormed in

16 Yarious counties, to meet e at the colony where they can see the pro-
ress made by those who have already settled there, ascertain the pro-
uetiveress of the lands by the erops growing upon them, and examin®

d judge the country for themselves,  All elubs satisfied with the op-
ortunitics 1 offer them for obtaining homes, 1o select the hody of landls
they want, aud i the fall to pay first payment, send representatives
grom ench olub to aid in hoving the lande surveyed up into small tracts.
Ry this plan each purchaser will kuow the lines and corners ol his land.
Atter the laud s surveyed ont inte small tracts and one third cash paid
1 will make each purchaser s warrantee deed to his land, and where any
member ol a club fails to pay for his land it shall not effect or invplve
othiers who do pay for their homes, By the club system, men who know
sach other, iriends and relatives, ean settle near each other, and the ties
hurln-ndnl_nip and kindred remain united und uubroken. It is absolute-
{y nevessary that colored people should settle i large communities to

Thies

-~
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. Woashington County, Texas, Fsbruary 10, 1870.
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4

settling themselves together in communities, because; by this they can
aid each other, and their manners and customs, and mutual interests do
not come in conflict with the interests of others. Again we never ses
Germans n_!mnln tenants more than two or three years, and though tﬁuf
come to thi:f country poor, knowing nothing about our langnage nor the
cult!.n-e\ of cotton, yet within a few years we find them prosperous and
owlns good farms and houses of their own. It is not bacause the Ger-
l"i_i'%!IS work harder than others that they are in a more prosperons
cnm_iil]on, but their economy and industry combined with their system
of aiding and encouraging each other, maintaining their owngschools,
educating their children and guarding the common interests of all, teuds
e mutal good orall. No race or class of peopla Wwho follow the
er vear. of renting lands, and ng the a
what they raise on sWEFvrencd e i s. “:;ﬁcf" ,ﬁiﬁ‘.‘M
coime & Prosperous people, antt-to eQuvato The a—vi_ For this and
many other sound every intelligent eol ,"’man ehonld not on=
Iy strive to get a good home for himself, but he shoulTdv-all.in his pow- .
er to encourage oihers of his race to follow his example Itis noex-
cuse to say that the Blacks cannot be made prosperous and sell’ suxtain-
ing, beenuse that is untrue.  All that is wanting to accomplish this, nre
unremitting and practicable efforis, to be made in the right direction,
and sure and beneficial results will follow. There are millions of acres
of mver bottom and other alluvial lands in our State, which can never
be cultivated by white labor, and the Blacks are the only ciass of labor-
ers, that ean live upon and cultivate them—the richest and most fertile
of all lands—and it is worse than folly, for them to continue the practice
of renting poor uplands, when they can buy alluvial lands which will
produce twice as much per acre, and cost Jess than the rents per acre
which they pay every year. The rent of' 25 acres of land cogts ut least one
bhundred dollars, and this rent has to be jfid even it it takes the grontee
part of what is made uhon the lands to_pay iy Men who have inds s
rent, pay high taxes and expenses of keeping fences and houses= in go
repair, consequently they are compelled to charge rents and to colleet
the sume. Now I can sell filly acre tracts of better lands than you i
uzlly rent, at tiree dollars per nere—fifty dollars down and the balauce
of one hundred dollars to be paid in three yearly instalments—sa in
three years you will puy only one hundred and fifty dotlars, with in.
terest on one hundred dollars, and if vou pay it you will own fitty acrex
of good land, while on the other hand if you continue renting, twenty-
five acres of land will cost you in three years, three hundred dollars
Now what is there to prevent any industrious seusible man veuimory ~
ensily paying one hundred and fifty dollars in three years in orderto
have a good home of his own, then to pay three hundred dotlars during
the same period of time, tor the rent of half the number of acres, he
buys or can buy 2 Now [ have partly explained to you all the outlines
of my plan of selling lands and encouraging industrious and houest col-
ored people in organizing and buyiug good homes upon the culony
syatem, and I hope you will take an active part inaiding me n iy er-
forts in this matter. Now is the time to organize and to form ciubs, =0 ~
that men who want homes will keep out of debt, or at least to contract

1

~gether, this will alone enuble them to build good churches, scl 5,
snil maintuin good permanent schools, where their children can be ed-
aeated, and where they will be able to eonirol their own aifnivs. The
present plan pursued by the colored people, in buying lands here and
there, scattering and separating themselves over poor uplands will ul-
waya prove detrimental to their best interests aud general good. The
Garmans and other classes of white people generally settle in large com-
unitivs, and all of the Western States were rapidly filled up by the
club or solony syatem, and our great territories are now being settled
wpon the sume plan, aud in a jew years these wild territories will be

| formed into prosperous Stutes of the Union. The thrifty and prosperous
Germuns of our Biate furnish us with suriking examples aad convincing
evidence of the soundness of the theory of e¥ery clusa ar race of psople

o un ry debt—during this year, and so that they will be able tu
make their first paymeut next full, and be preparing for moving upon (‘
good homes of thelr own. I will ensure all honest and industrivus col- / |
ored men whe sscure homes in Fort Bend county, peace and prosperity g
and that they will find no cause iu the future o regret taking my ad- -
vice in selecting homes in that county. I will-be glad to hear from yc;iJ
at sny time, and will prowmptly veply to all inquiries you may muke §
regard to forming and organizing colony clubs, and such other informe.
tion ss you may, desire in regard to buying lands. e,

RESPECTFULLY, iR
S. A. HACKWORTH. -

ol g
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