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Governor John St. John, Exoduster received correspondence

Section 51, Pages 1501 - 1530

Kansas Governor John P. St. John (1879-1883) received these letters from persons concerned with the migration
of southern blacks to Kansas, commonly known as the Exodus or Exoduster movement. The letters come from
blacks considering a move to Kansas, persons assisting with or monitoring the migration, officials of cities along
the route, and persons providing for the relief of the migrants upon their arrival. The letters proceed in rough
chronological order. Most include remnants of abstracts that were attached to the letter and then partially
removed. The top of the abstract includes a reference to the letterpress book and page number of the governor's
response. The governors' letterpress books are a separate collection. This collection comprises box 13 folders
13-15 and 20, box 14 folders 1-9, and box 15 folders 1-5 of the John St. John governor's records. The 1879-1880
correspondence was filed under "Immigration, Negro Exodus." The 1881-1882 correspondence was filed under
"Freedman's Institute, Relief Association." A link to an inventory of St. John's entire governor's collection is
available below. A full transcription is also available under "External Links."

Creator: Kansas. Governor (1879-1883 : St. John)

Date: April 1879 - October 1882

Callnumber: Governor's Office, St. John, Correspondence Received-Subject File, Box 13-15
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 210296
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Girls’ Industrial School.
N recewmo 4
—‘?“‘"“b 16 1887\
[ TOPEKA KANSAB,
To THE LEGISLATURE OF MICHI:'cm -

As the question of the Girls’ Trdustriat’and  Educational
School has been merged in that of a Reform School for Girls, I
wish to explain the plan I have advocated and still adhere to in
regard to the former. In doing so my otject is to draw a line
between the two institutions for the obvious reasons that by the
plan which I propose, in the establishment of a strictly Industri-
al School, the number of girls who are daily becoming a public
charge will be diminished by taking them from towns, cities and
the country while yet innocent of crime, though beset by temp-
tation on every hand, and thus give them a home where indus-
try, morality, economy and honesty shall be inculcated, where
the science of cooking, hcuse-work, and every industry pertain-
ing to woman shall be taught, as well as those branches which
fit them for successful business. I would ask an appropriation
of $25,000, and recommend: That buildings of wnoderate di-
mensions, plain and substantial, be erected ; that everything be
done with an eye to economy ; that sufficient grounds be pur-
chased, to enable the school to raise as much produce as possi-
ble in order that it may soon become, in great measure, self-
sustaining ; to incite girls to greater industry, I would have each
receive a certain percentage on everything which she makes and
produces for sale, this to be invested for her at interest until
she graduates. I am convinced that the Institution may soon
be self-sustaining in a great measure, thus relieving the State of
a burthen of taxes so alarmingly great as it is becoming.

H. WILLIS.
V,

(98
¢ /’ ¥

_""' @‘ “
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RECEIVED

FEB 16 1880
TOPEKR, KANSAS.

ESTIMATE OF THE COST

AL —
o A OF CONSTRUCTION OF THE

MICHIGAN

BY HENRY WILLIS

I make the following estimate of the cost of the proposed ship canal,
from Lake Michigan to the Detroit river, a distance of 178 miles, from my
experience in the early construction of the Pennsylvania canals. I am proud
to say that no route that I have ever seen is so feasible as this route across
Michigan ; not one hundred rods of rock excavation on the whole route,
and but little if any hard pan or deep sloughs of quick sand. Loom, gravel
and loose sand are the nature of the excavations the whole route. The ex-
cavations will not average eight feet deep to obtain a debth of fourteen feet,
will not be over four or five feet of dredging to be done, all of which can be
accomplished by steam dredges at ten or twelve cents per cubic yard, not
thirty miles of the entire route that is through timbered land, so that the
route is one beautiful plam with 335 never failing lakes, covering over
60,000 acres of land, besides scores of living streams all as feeders. The
distance saved between Chicago and Detroit is 535 miles by taking the ca-
nal ; time in passing, forty-five to sixty hours and an annual saving in loss-
es now incured by lakes, of from $2.000,000 to $3.000,000, as little or no
loss need occur on the canal. I am satisfied that I have given sufficient mar-
gin in my estimates to cover all costs. It must be born in mind that canals,
forty years ago, were wholy made with pick, shovel, spade and wheelbarrow,
powder and drill. ~ We can now move a cubic yard of earth as cheaply as
three cubic feet were taken out when the Erie and Pennsylvania canals were
made Every yard of earth can be thrown out by steam. The absence of
floods and damage in Michigan gives assurance of the feasibility and per-
manancy of a canal across this State. With the forgoing statements and
the following estimates, I submit and challenge the closest scrutiny, after
having made the preliminary survey of the route :

Amount ofexcavation, at an average of 8 feet deep, 112 feet top, 80 feet at bottom,

for 178 miles, at 15 cents per cubic yard,.....ce.eeeververenmnnrnennss $4,004,000
Twenty-two locks, £12 per cubic yard of stone wall . 284,
Twenty-five thousand piles, $2 €8CH.c.cu e nevernerrrnrns o 50,000
Two million feet plank for coffer dams and use at locks.. i 30,000
One million seven hundred and eighty-two thousand feet timber for
Forty-four thousand feet plank and timber for lock gates
Forty-four gote beams, 12x14 inches, 46 feet long...... ...

Forty-four wickets, rods, cranks and ratchets

Making and hanging 44 gates .........cevvenvsvnnnne

Twelve steam dredges complete, 6,000 each.

Six pile drivers. with engines and SCows.........

Twenty-two houses at locks complete, 700 each.

Road bridges and CUIVEILS.......cccvsremmeressoensarsenes

Right of way and damage to private propert

Ditching for feeders, culverts, strea ms, ete

Telegraph poles, wire, instruments, ete...

Add for extra timber, stone, ete,, at dams -, y
Engineering during construection.... 7% 75,000
Add for contingencies the sum of... sesennenes 400,000

U e S s e e e st s ereres S8, T4, 860
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