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Section 15, Pages 421 - 450

Kansas Governor John P. St. John (1879-1883) received these letters from persons concerned with the migration
of southern blacks to Kansas, commonly known as the Exodus or Exoduster movement. The letters come from
blacks considering a move to Kansas, persons assisting with or monitoring the migration, officials of cities along
the route, and persons providing for the relief of the migrants upon their arrival. The letters proceed in rough
chronological order. Most include remnants of abstracts that were attached to the letter and then partially
removed. The top of the abstract includes a reference to the letterpress book and page number of the governor's
response. The governors' letterpress books are a separate collection. This collection comprises box 13 folders
13-15 and 20, box 14 folders 1-9, and box 15 folders 1-5 of the John St. John governor's records. The 1879-1880
correspondence was filed under "Immigration, Negro Exodus." The 1881-1882 correspondence was filed under
"Freedman's Institute, Relief Association." A link to an inventory of St. John's entire governor's collection is
available below. A full transcription is also available under "External Links."

Creator: Kansas. Governor (1879-1883 : St. John)

Date: April 1879 - October 1882

Callnumber: Governor's Office, St. John, Correspondence Received-Subject File, Box 13-15
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 210296

Item Identifier: 210296
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All Colored People

THAT a7 e i e e |

G0 TO RANSA

On September 5th, 1877,

Can do so for$5.00

e i B

B 8V V0 A N s

WHeRrEAs, We, the colored people of Lexington, Ky, knowing that there is an

Fr T T IV yee e i i i e i i B B A A

abundance of choice lands now belonging to the Government, have assembled ourselves
together for the purpose of locating on said lands. Therefore,

Be 1T ResoLvep, That we do now organize ourselves into a Colony, as follows:—
Any person wishing to become a member of this Colony can do so by paying the sum of
one dollar ($1.00), and this money is to be paid by the first of September, 1877, in instal-
ments of twenty-five cents at a time, or otherwise as may be desired.

ResoLvep, That this Colony has agreed to consolidate itself with the Nicodemus
Towns, Solomon Valley, Graham County, Kansas, and can only do so by entering the va-
cant lands now in their midst, which costs $5.00.

ResoLvep, That this Colony shall consist of seven officers—President, Vice-Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Trustees. President—M. M. Bell; Vice-President
—Isaac Talbott; Secretary—W. J. Niles; Tréasurer—Daniel Clarke; Trustees—]Jerry
Lee, William Jones, and Abner Webster. '

ResoLveDp, That this Colony shall have from one to two hundred militia, more or
less, as the case may require, to keep peace and order, and any member failing to pay in
his dues, as aforesaid, or failing to comply with the above rules in any particular, will not
be recognized or protected by the Colony. '
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