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160 INSPECTOR OF COAL-MINES.

MINE MAPS, BOILER INSPECTIONS, Etc.

The following companies filed maps of the underground workings
of their mines:

The Mount Carmel Coal Company, all of its mines.

The Western Coal and Mining Company, all of its mines.
The Wear Coal Company, all of its mines.

The Kansas & Texas Coal Company, all of its mines.
The Arnott & Co. mine.

Several other companies are having a survey taken, and have prom-
ised to send in their maps as soon as the extensions are made.

The following companies have forwarded their certificates of boiler
inspections :

Mount Carmel Coal Company, all boilers.

The Wear Coal Company, all boilers.

The Western Coal and Mining Company, all boilers.

The Pittsburg & Midway Coal Company, all boilers.

The Kansas Commercial Coal Company, all boilers.

% The Central Coal and Coke Company, all boilers.

The W. H. Miller Coal Company, all boilers.

The Southwestern Coal and Improvement Company, all boilers.

The Eastern Coal and Coke Company, all boilers.

The Leavenworth Coal Company, all boilers.

The Home-Riverside Coal and Mining Company, all boilers.

The J. H. Durkee Coal Company, all boilers.

The G. A. R. Coal Company, all boilers,

The Kansas & Texas Coal Company, all boilers.

The Weir Junction Coal Company, all boilers.

The J. C. Graham Coal Company, all boilers.

The Norton Coal Conipany, all boilers.

Nearly all of the coal companies have forwarded their airway ex-
amination regularly, but none of them stated the volume of air in cir-
culation, In many instances where it was claimed that the airways
were in good condition, I have gone to the mine and found the very
opposite the case.
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APPENDIX.

PROCEEDINGS OF SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE STATE
. ASSOCIATION OF MINERS, HELD AT TOPEKA, KAN.,
FEBRUARY 5 axp 6, 1900,

Pursuant to a call issued by Edward Keegan, state secretary of
mine industries, the second annual convention of the State Associa-
tion of Miners assembled in the labor commissioner’s office in the
state eapitol, Topeka, on Febuary 5, 1900. In the absence of Pres.
Joseph Forsyth, Vice-pres. John T. Pratt, after making a brief ad-
dress of welcome, declared the meeting open and ready to transact
business.

The president ordered the reading of the minutes of the first an-
nual convention.

On motion of Delegate Little, the reading was dispensed with, as
it was a rather lengthy document.

A motion that the president appoint a committee of three on cre-
dentials was carried.

The president appointed the following committee: Dan William-
son, Leavenworth ; Archie Nesbit, Midway ; Francis Fern, Scammon.

Hon. G. C. Clemens was then introduced to the convention. His
address was listened to with marked attention by the delegates.

After Mr. Clemens had concluded his address, Delegate Dan O'Don-
nell, of Frontenac, was called upon to make a few remarks. Mr.
O’Donnell stated that he had nothing particular to say at that time,
further than to point out the fact that working men were the wealth
producers of the earth, and had the least share of the product of their
labor, He further stated that he would be likely to have a good deal
to say before the convention adjourned.

A recess of thirty minutes was then taken, pending the report of
the committee on credentials.

On reconvening, the committee on eredentials reported as follows:

Mg. PresinEnT: We, your committee on credentials, by majority vote, favor
the admission of all delegates who have presented credentials here to-day.

Dax WiLLiaMson,
ARCHIE NESBIT.

Delegate Fern offered the following minority report:

Mg, PREsSIDENT: I recommend that we unseat all but union miners.
Francis Fern,

When the foregoing had been read, Delegate Fern arose and
(163
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claimed that the minority report did not read as he intended it should
and that the secretary must have misunderstood him. He said his
intention was to exclude only those who had not returned their cre-
dentials to the secretary five days before the convention was held, as
that was his understanding of the law. The majority and minority
report of the committee was thoroughly discussed. The secrefary,
being questioned on the matter, defined his position by reading the
following letters, which explain themselves

Mipway, Kan,, January 22, 1900.
Edward Keegan : DEAR Sir—Please send credentials for delegate to repre-
sent No. 4 mine at the convention to be held at Topeka on February b.

Tromas Dickinson, Delegate.
ArcHIE NEsBiT, President.
James McGEEHAN, Secretary.

Prrrssure, Kax., January 29, 1900.

Jas. McGeehan, Esq., Midway, Kan.: Dear Sir—I enclose herewith cre-
dentials as per your request. Should any trouble arise, or, in other words, should
you send a delegate with these credentials and he failed to get a seat in the con-
vention, I am not to blame, and I will not be responsible. My only duty in this
matter is to issue credentials when called on to do so. I have every reason to be-
lieve that it will be doubtful whether a delegate elected as the man Dickinson
was can have a voice in the convention of the State Society of Miners. I give
the following reasons: (1) The law in regard to the matter states ‘‘that when-
ever five or more miners shall now be organized or shall hereafter organize as a
miners’ association, and shall choose a delegate to the State Association of Miners,
such delegate shall, being duly certified by the presiding officers of such associa-
tion, be admitted to and become a member of the State Association of Miners un-
til his successor shall have been chosen and admitted.” Tt is clear from the
above, which is part of section 1 of the act creating a State Association of
Miners, that any five or more miners, who are organized in any miners’ union or
association, are entitled, according to law, to act as a delegate to the State Asso-
ciation of Miners’ convention. You will notice, however, that it plainly states
that any five or more organized men can select a delegate. Midway Local Union
No. 533, we will say, has 250 members. They are therefore entitled to a delegate,
from the fact that they are an organized body of miners of five or more members.
It will also be seen that they have all the law allows when they have one delegate
to represent them. And now here is the point I wish to state: Midway Local
Union No. 533, U. M. W.of A,, has selected a delegate to represent said union
This delegate represents every member in that union, as they had a voice and
votein electing him. Now, can any one of those 250 members who are already
legally represented take part in the electing of another delegate from some
other miners’ association to represent them when they are already legally repre-
gented by the delegate they have helped to elect from No. 533, U. M. W.of A.?
This is a question I wish you to consider. I am not a lawyer, or the son of
one. But I will say that I cannot guarantee that Mr. Dickinson will get a seat
and vote in the coming convention, and will not be responsible if he does not, as
I am doing my whole duty in the matter when I send credentials when called
upon. This I cheerfully do, although I would much rather have kept this within
union lines, as T believe it would have been a nice thing to be able to say that
the United Mine Workers elected the Mine Inspector of their choice in Kansas,
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let that be who it may; and I further believe that if such election was once
established on a union basis that it would always remain so. However, 1 con-
sider I have done my full duty in the matter, and now leave everything in your
own hands. With kindest regards, I am,
Yours very respectfully, Epwarp Kgercan, Secrefary.

P. S.—In case any other parties decide that they want credentials they can
be obtained upon application.—E. K.

Please read this at the meeting of the local union of the U. M. W. of A.

Other letters were read in reference to the matter, after which a
motion to accept the majority report of the committee on credentials
was carried, twenty voting for the motion and eight against.

The following are the names of the delegates entitled to a seat:

Dan Ryan, local No. 569, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Mineral.
Thos. Barrett, local No. 528, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Cold Valley.
A. C. Gallagher, local No. 501, U. M. W, of A., Dist. 14, Chicopee.
Enrico Colletti, local No. 127, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Chicopee.
John Edmiston, loecal No. 469, U. M. W, of A., Dist. 14, Fleming.
Francis Fern, local No. 597, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Scammon.
Harris Cordray, local No. 445, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Nelson.
Dan O'Donnell, local No. 444, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Frontenac.
William Herrel, local No. 219, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Pittsburg.
James Orr, local No. 210, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Weir,
William Davis, local No. 463, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Mulberry.
Archie Nesbit, local No. 533, U. M. W, of A., Dist. 14, Midway.
Mordecai Jones, local No., 85, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Stippville.
Chas. Stonequist, local No. 1009, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Osage City.
Dewey Reece, local No. 1074, U, M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Burlingame.
Chas. Little, local No. 514 U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Scranton.
James Graham, local No. 679, U. M. W. of A., Dist. 14, Leavenworth.
Dan Williamson, Enterprise Association, Leavenworth.
Thos. Monahan, Miners’ Local Union, Leavenworth.
John T. Pratt, Miners’ Association, South Leavenworth.
A. W. Jenkins, Drivers’ Association, mine No. 5, Pitteburg.
Lewis Lewis, Protective Association, mine No. 5, Pittsburg.
John Dooley, Independent Society of Miners, Leavenworth.
Frank Sawaschki, Social Miners’' Club, Leavenworth.
Bernard Moore, Drivers’ Association, Chicopee.
Thos. Dickinson, Miners’ Association, mine No. 4, Midway.
Hugh Cregg, Miners’ Association, mine No. 5, Midway.
David Casselman, Miners’ Association, mine No. 6, Midway.

Dax WILLIAMSON,

ARrcHIE NESBIT,

Fraxcis FErny,
Committee on Credentials.

On motion, a committee of three on order of business was appointed
by the president, as follows: Dan Ryan, Mineral; Archie Nesbit,
Midway ; John Edmiston, Fleming.

Motion that a committee of six on resolutions be elected. Carried.
The following delegates were nominated, and on motion were elected
by acclamation: Francis Fern, Scammon ; Dan O'Donnell, Frontenac;
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James Orr, Weir City; A. C. Gallagher, Chicopee ; Thos. Dickinson,
Midway; and Mordecai Jones, Stippville.
Motion that we adjourn until eight o’clock the following morning.

Carried.
TUESDAY MORNING SESSION.

The convention was called to order at 8:30 A. M. by the president.
The committee on order of business tendered their report, as follows :

(Call to order by president.
Reading of minutes.
Presentation of credentials.
. Report of committee on credentials.
Roll-call of delegates.
Appointment of committees.
. Reports of officers and committees.
Communications and bills.
. General remarks for the good of the order.
10. Unfinished business.
11. New business.
12. Nominations and election of officers, as follows: First, secretary and ex
officio Mine Inspector; second, president; third, vice-president.
13. Miscellaneous business.
14. The election of legislative committee.
15. Roll-call of delegates, with the associations they represent (as amended ).
16. Adjournment.

=02 b0

PG

Motion that the report of committee on order of business be ac-
cepted as read.

Amendment to motion that in clanse 15 be inserted the words,
“roll-call of delegates, with the associations which they represent.”
The motion as amended was carried.

Motion that the report of the committee be accepted as amended.
Carried.

At this time it was learned that the Hon. W. H. Ryan was in town,
staying at the National hotel. On motion, a committee was appointed
to wait on Mr. Ryan and invite him to come and address the con-
vention. Committee: Dewey Reece, Burlingame, and Lewis Lewis,
Pittsburg. ;

As soon as this committee had gone on their mission a discussion
arose as to the right of Mr. Getzinzer, of the Labor Exchange of
Osage City, to act asa delegate to the State Association of Miners,
he having no credentials of any kind to that body. After consider-
able discussion, a motion by Delegate Casselman that “he be allowed
a seat and voice in this convention, but no vote,” was lost.

The committee that went to wait on Mr. Ryan now returned, ac-
companied by the senator. He was then introduced by the president.
In his opening remarks the senator reviewed the advantages which
the law creating this Association of Miners, and also the law creating

www.kansasmemory.org/item/210191 ~ Page 1356/6192
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AN

SOCIETY
State inspector of coal minesreports

MINERS' CONVENTION. 167

the Society of Labor and Industry, gave to the miners and laboring
people of the state of Kansas. In concluding his remarks, the sen-
ator expressed the hope that the day was not far distant when the
legislature would make an appropriation to pay the expenses of the
delegates to the annual meetings of this association, and anything
tending to that end would receive his full support. His address was
received with marked approbation and applause by the delegates.

On motion, a committee of two was appointed to wait on committee
on resolutions to find out if they were ready to report.

A motion prevailed that Mr. Blaine, as chairman of the legislative
committee, be requested to report to this body.

A motion that the report of the legislative committee be printed
with the minutes of this meeting was carried.

A recess was then taken until one p. M.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.

The convention reassembled at the hour named.

Motion by Delegate A. W. Jenkins that we suspend the rules and
pass to the election of a legislative committeeman. Carried.

Francis Fern and James Orr were placed in nomination. Mr, Orr
withdrew his name in favor of Mr. Fern.

A motion was then made to suspend the rules and elect Mr. Fern
by acclamation. Mr. Fern objected to this line of procedure, but he
was speedily overruled by the convention. Notwithstanding his
objection, the question being called for, the motion was put, and
Delegate Francis Fern was declared the unanimous choice of the
convention,

On motion, a committee was appointed to inform the State Society
of Labor and Industry of the action taken.

The committee on resolutions then submitted their report, as
follows:

Resolution No. 1:

Wurreas, One of the principal means by which the employees of most corpo-
rations, particularly coal companies, are fleeced and imposed upon is the exist-
ence of truck stores owned and run by such corporations and companies; and

WaEREAs, The legal issuance of serip, coupons and other mediums of ex-
change other than United States currency should be discountenanced: there-
fore, be it :

Resolved, That we recommend and urge upon all wage-earners to take con-
servative action against such a system, and discontinue the receiving of their
wages in any other kind than lawful money of the United States.

On motion, resolution No. 1 was adopted as read.

Resolution No. 2:

Resolved, That we, the State Society of Labor and Industry and the State
Association of Miners, urge that each delegate, in making his report to his local,
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recommend that each local secretary of the various labor industries shall write
a letter to his representative in congress asking him to use his best endeavors in
gecuring an early investigation of the Idaho troubles, and to make all possible
effort in bringing about a speedy adjustment of the same, and secure the much-
vaunted American freedom to its citizens.

On motion, resolution No. 2 was referred to the State Society of
Labor and Industry.

Resolution No. 3:

Waereas, The sole means of public production and distribution are privately
owned by individuals, corporations, trusts, or syndicates, that our struggle for
the emancipation of labor is not only difficult but unattainable: therefore, be it

Resolved, That we exert ourselves by all legitimate means to bring about the
collective and cooperative ownership of all public utilities.

On motion, this resolution was adopted as read, and especially rec-
ommended to the State Society of Labor and Industry.

Resolution No. 4:

Resolved, That we, the representatives of the coal-miners of Kansas, assem-
bled in convention according to law, demand that our future Inspector of Mines
enforce all laws pertaining to mines and mining.

Resolution No. 5:

Resulved, That we, the State Association of Miners and State Society of La-
bor and Industry, believe the time is ripe for compulsory arbitration, and that a
bill be drawn up and modeled after the New Zealand system for the state of Kan-
sas, and it be referred to the legislative committee by the State Society of Labor
and Industry.

On motion, the resolution was adopted as read, and referred to the
State Society of Labor and Industry for their approval.

Resolution No. 6:

Wuergas, The law creating the Miners’ Association reads so as to allow the
perpetration of fraud in the manner of electing delegates, inasmuch as any or-
ganization could be formed at a moment’s notice with no otherobject in view
than that of controlling the convention; and

WaerEss, We believe that only duly and properly organized bodies of coal-
miners should be entitled to representation in the State Association of Coal-
miners: therefore, be it

Resolved, By the State Association of Coal-miners and State Society of Labor
and Industry assembled, that section 1 of the law should be changed so as to
read: “Any organization must be organized at least ninety days prior to the con-
vention, and shall be a duly chartered organization’’; and

Resolved, That a basis of representation be established ; and

Resolved, That the basis of representation be one delegate for each local or-
ganization, and an additional delegate for each 100 members or major fraction
thereof in the local organization.

On motion, this resolution was adopted, and referred to the legisla-
tive committee.

.
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Resolution No. 7:

Wuereas, The Mine Inspector of the state of Kansas and one assistant are
unable to enforce the law for the preservation of life and limb and sanitary re-
quirements of those who work in the mines: therefore,

Resolved, That the state make due allowance in appropriating sufficient
money to pay three assistants.

On motion, this resolution was adopted as read.

Resolution No. 8:

Resolved, That the assessment for the legislative committee and other ex-

penses for the coming season be levied on the basis of representation to this con-
vention.

Adopted as read.

Motion that the resolutions as a whole be referred to the State
Society of Labor and Industry for their indorsement and approval.
Motion carried.

Other resolutions were submitted for the consideration of the con-
vention, which, on motion, were tabled, with instructions not to print.

On motion, a recess was taken until 7:30 . M., to enable the dele-
gates to attend the Society of Labor and Industry and take part in
the election of the officers of that body.

TUESDAY EVENING SESSION.

The convention reassembled at 7:30 p. m., and after being called to
order by the president the roll was again called, and responded to by
twenty-eight delegates.

The convention then went info executive session, and proceeded to
the election of officers in the following order: Secretary, president,
vice-president.

Motion that we nominate by informal ballot. Carried.

Motion that the chair appoint three tellers. Amended that the
convention elect the tellers, Amendment carried.

Dewey Reece, Dan O’Donnell and Mordecai Jones were chosen
tellers.

The informal ballot for state secretary resulted as follows: Edward
Keegan, 17; David Casselman, 8; W. D. Robinson, 3.

Motion by Delegate A.C. Gallagher that the informal ballot be made
formal. The secretary announced that the informal ballot could not
be made formal except by the unanimous consent of all the delegates.

The first formal ballot was then taken, and resulted as follows: Ed-
ward Keegan, 18; David Casselman, 7; W. D. Robinson, 3.

Motion by Delegate Nesbit, seconded by Delegate Jenkins, that the
rules be suspended, and the secretary be instructed to cast the unani-
mous vote of the convention for Edward Keegan for state secretary.

The next order of business was election of a president. An in-
formal ballot was taken, resulting as follows: James Graham, 5
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James Orr, 3; John T. Pratt, 11; Dan O’Donnell, 2; A. W. Jenkins,
2; Dan Williamson, 1; A. C. Gallagher, 3; John Edmiston, 1.

The first formal ballot was then taken, and resulted as follows:
James Graham, 4; James Orr, 1; John T. Pratt, 16; Dan O’ Donnell,
1; A. W. Jenkins, 3; A. C. Gallagher, 3.

John T. Pratt having received a majority of all votes cast, on mo-

* tion, the secretary was instructed to cast the entire vote for John T.
Pratt for president. Carried.
. Selection of a vice-president was next in order. Two or three can-
didates were named but withdrew in favor of James Orr.

On motion, the rules were suspended and James Orr was elected to
the office of vice-president, by acclamation.

Under the head of miscellaneous business, a motion prevailed that
the delegates attend the morning session of the State Society of Labor
and Industry to support Francis Fern, of the State Association of
Miners, and Delegate W. O. Van Pelt, of the State Society of Labor
and Industry, as members of the legislative committee.

On motion, the convention then adjourned, to meet the first Mon-
day in February, 1901, unless sooner called ‘in special session in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the law.

Epwarp KEEGAN, Secretary.
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CHAPTER 33.—Laws of 1898.
MINERS’ ABSOCIATION, HOW ORGANIZED.

AN Acr creating a State Association of Miners, with power to elect a secretary
of mining industries, who shall succeed to the powers and duties of the state
mine inspector.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

Section 1. Whenever five or more miners actually engaged in mining coal,
zine or other minerals for wages shall now be organized or shall hereafter organ-
ize as a miners’ association in any county, city or mining camp in the state, and
shall choose a delegate to the State Association of Miners, such delegate shall,
being duly certified by the presiding officer of such association, be admitted to
and become a member of the State Association of Miners until the first Monday
in February next following, and until his successor shall have been chosen and
admitted ; provided, that at any time any such association may recall its dele-
gate by choosing and certifying hig successor.

Skc. 2. On the first Monday in February, 1899, and every year thereafter, the
delegates elected to said State Association of Miners shall assemble at the state
capitol, at an hour and place to be fixed by the secretary in his annual call there-
for, to be mailed to each association at least ten days before such assembling;
provided, that the call for the first Monday in February, 1899, shall be issued by
the commissioner of labor etatistics. When such delegates shall have assembled
on the first Monday in February, 1899, the commissioner of labor statistics shall
preside until the State Association of Miners shall have organized. The delegates
present at the time and place fixed for the said first assembly, or any subsequent
assembly, shall be deemed a quorum competent to transact all business to be
done. The delegates shall elect a president, vice-president, and secretary, and
said secretary shall be known officially as state secretary of mine industries, and
shall be ex officio state mine inspector, and shall collect and publish statistics of
mine industries of the state. Said officials shall constitute the executive board
of said association and shall hold their offices until the next annual meeting and
the election of their successors; but upon demand of the presiding officers of five
associations, at any time, the president shall immediately convene the delegates,
by special call issued in like manner as the annual call, for the purpose of elect-
ing a successor to said secretary, and if, at said election, another person shall re-
ceive a majority of the votes cast, he shall immediately be entitled to succeed
said secretary. One so elected may be removed in like manner.

Src. 3. When said delegates shall have assembled on the first Monday in Feb-
ruary, 1899, and shall have elected officers, and the State Association of Miners
shall be deemed constituted, and the commissioner of labor statistics shall so de-
clare, and the president elected shall thereupon assume his funections, and said
society shall thereafter continue and shall be known by said designation of the
State Association of Miners.

Skc. 4. The term of office of the state mine inspector shall cease at noon on
the 1st day of July, 1809, and eaid secretary shall thereupon be vested with all
the powers given to and charged with all the duties cast upon the state mine
inspector by any law of this state, and shall become and be in all respects the
guccessor of said state mine inspector.

Sro. 5. The annual report of said secretary shall be published as those of
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other state officers, and he shall receive a salary of $1500 per annum, payable as
other state salaries are paid, and not to exceed $1000 for expenses. He may, by
permission of the executive council, appoint one deputy mine inspector, to hold
at his pleasure, and to receive a salary of seventy-five dollars a month, and nec-
essary expenses, to be audited by said secretary and certified to the state auditor
for payment monthly.

Sec. 6. All laws now in force referring to the state mine inspector, not incon-
sistent with the provisions of this act, shall, after the 1st day of July, 1899, be
construed to refer instead to the said secretary of mining industries.

Src. 7. Every association desiring to be represented in said meeting on the
first Monday of February, 1899, shall, at least five days before said meeting, cer-
tify to the commissioner of labor statisties the appointment of its delegates.

Skc. 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its publica-
tion once in the official state paper.

Approved January 6, 1899, Published January 11, 1899,
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. i

Hon. W, E. Stanley, Governor:

Sir—In compliance with the law relating to mines and min-
ing, I tender you the Thirteenth Annual Report of the State
Coal-mine Inspector, for the year ending December 31, 1900.

Respectfully, EDWARD KEEGAN,
Inspector. i

e e
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INTRODUCTION.

THE production of coal in Kansas during the year 1900 exceeds
that of any previous year in the history of the state. Ten thousand
four hundred and seventy-eight men and 195 boys, employed in and
around the mines (including strip pits ), produced 4,269,716 tons,
valued at $5,500,709.58, This is an increase of 172,821 tons over the
year 1899,

The shaft mines worked an average of 193 days, and from the out-
look the indications are for a continuation of good work and better
prices throughout the state. ?

There were twenty fatal accidents during the year, being one fatal
accident for each 213,485 tons of coal produced. Sixty-two non-fatal
accidents occurred during the year; two of the injured, I learned,
died in the course of a few months afterward, from the injuries re-
ceived,

There has been but a slight change in the selling price of coal at
the mines compared with 1899,

In view of the fact of an uncertainty existing as to whether or not
this report would be printed this year, because of a recent act of the
legislature, and desiring to practice the strictest economy, this report
contains only important statistics relative to coal production, all de-
tails of inspection, which from its nature would consist largely of repe-
titions, being omitted.

It is gratifying to report that the majority of the coal-mines in the
state of Kansas are well ventilated, and that a great number of im-
provements in this and other respects have been made at the mines
during the year. Inthis connection, it may be well to report that the
1901 session of the legislature amended the mining-ventilation laws
of the state, which will insure a vast improvement in the conditions
of the mines of the state. The amendment makes it obligatory upon
all mine owners operating coal-mines in the state of Kansas to main-
tain four separate currents of pure air in each mine. It also gives
the Inspector recourse to the courts, where an injunction may be
granted to close down a mine, in case of non-compliance with the law.

This, in my judgment, is a decided improvement on the old law,
which gave the Inspector power to order a mine closed down, but
which failed to make any provision in case of non-compliance,

The amendment made by the same legislature to the law creating
the State Association of Miners increasing the force of deputy mine

(8)
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6 INSPECTOR OF COAL-MINES.

inspectors, and otherwise strengthening the law, is satisfactory to the
miners of the state. With the increased requirements of the ventila-
tion law referred to above, and the increased force of inspectors, I
have no doubt but that the coal-mines of Kansas will be made to
rank among the best in the land in regard to their conditions affect-
ing the welfare of the miners employed therein and their sanitary
conditions generally.

This report also contains a résumé of the miners’ earnings in the
four principal coal-producing counties of the state, viz., Crawford,
Cherokee, Osage, and Leavenworth.

A great demand has been made during the past year for the mining
laws; I therefore compiled the revised mining laws up to the present
time for publication in this report. Of the new mining laws passed
at the last session of the legislature, simple justice demands mention
made of the fact that the measures had warm supporters and friends
both on and off the legislative floor. The legislative committee rep-
resenting the laboring interests of the state had their work well in
hand, the efforts of its chairman being specially well directed in pre-
senting to the senators and representatives the merits of our bills.
When the bills had been introduced and started on their legislative
course they found able champions, among whom candor compels the
mention of Senators Porter and Miller, both of whom represent large
mining constituencies. In guiding these measures around the many
legislative pitfalls that constantly presented themselves, the wise
counsel and friendly advice of Hon. G. C. Clemens was always forth-

coming, and materially aided in securing these gratifying results.

Kansas is the only state in the union in which the miners have
the power of electing their own Mine Inspector. This privilege alone
might not prove of much value to the miners, as they are as liable to
elect the wrong man as under the old law the governor was to ap-
point the wrong man, but there is this difference: Under the old law
the appointee was for two years, the period for which he was ap-
pointed ; while under the new law, if the Mine Inspector whom they
elected should prove recreant to the trust reposed in him, or be remiss
in the performance of his duties, they have the power, the imperative
mandate, to turn him out of office and elect a better man in his place.
With such a leverage, and with the increased force of the department,
it would seem strange if under these conditions the work of the
office did not reach the highest degree of efficiency, rendering to the
miners the greatest possible benefits, and to the public that satisfac-
tory service to which it is entitled. Especially is this to be expected
when it is remembered that the conduct of this department is left
wholly to the intelligent union miners of the state.
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KANSAS STATE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT. 7 -

COAL PRODUCT OF KANSAS—1900.

Counries, K;ﬁugnda I::?r:t;'::' val;?n?{n:o e
2000 1bs,) production, (mine run).
G2 v 3T S R A S 2,335,998 54.719 $2,760,629 70
B ) R S e e R A 1,357,631 31.796 1,629,108 16
RBEYORWORLH - oo u il s ns 250,183 5.8567 455,365 48
L R s e T g T e 194,618 . 4,536 377,350 24
L e e 36,320 .854 45,900 00
41 - SRS SR e e e 35,524 .846 90,252 00
e T o e 28,000 656 56,000 00
£ T T e L S RS 9,670 . 226 31,757 50
i b DR b s L s 8,250 .193 18,187 50
o S S e SR A, PRSI 7,208 .169 18,020 00
AT e g e e e e OSSR s 2,610 .059 8,527 50
AHOMENEN 5 s e 1,200 .028 3,600 00
ORI <ok« 1w ) b 1,100 .026 2,750 00
o105 AR A P e e e S g 592 .0138 1,776 00
ROpubMo « oo im i B e, 501 L0117 1,252 50
{5 B R Sl o e S 400 .0093 1,200 00
FROMIBH L & (5o P Bl e s B 11 .0002 33 00

4,269,716

$5,500,709 58
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8 INSPECTOR OF COAL-MINES.

CRAWFORD COUNTY.

CRAWFORD county is the banner coal-producing county of the state.
During the past year the mines of the county, including strip pits,
gave employment to 4734 men and sixty boys, and produced 2,335,
998 tons of coal, which was almost fifty-five per cent. of the state’s
product, valued at the mine at $2,769,629.70. This is an increase of
239,253 tons over the year 1899, and is far in excess of the production
of any previous year. The principal shaft mines of the county worked
an average of 205} days during the year. One hundred and thirty-
eight thousand five hundred and ten kegs of powder, valued to the
miner at $277,020, were used, or practically one keg for every seven-
teen tons of coal produced. Among the most noteworthy of new de-
velopments during the past year are mine No. 7, belonging to the Mount
Carmel Coal Company, located near Frontenac; mines Nos. 37} and
75, belonging to the Kansas & Texas Coal Company, and located one
and two miles; respectively, north of Litchfield ; mine No. 6, belong-
ing to the J. R. Crowe Coal Company, located at Coalvale ; the La
Belle Coal Company mine, located one mile west of Frontenac; the
Robert Nesch mine, focated about one and one-half miles west of Pitts-
burg ; the Bruce Mining and Smelting Company’s mine (top vein), lo-

= cated near Bruce. The outlook points to a steady increase in the de-
velopment of the mining industry of this county, and the indications
are that a number of new mines will be opened up during the coming
year, which will undoubtedly further increase the coal production of
the county during 1901. The condition of the mines of the county,
with few exceptions, is good, and the enforcement of the new ventila-
tion law in the coming year will place all of the minesin this and
Cherokee county on a higher standard with regard to their sanitary
condition, especially those mines that are being operated on the single-
entry system. (See pp. 10, 12.)

CHEROKEE COUNTY.

The production of coal in Cherokee during the year 1900 amounted
to 1,357,681 tons, being 31.8 per cent, of the total product of the state,
valued at $1,629,108.16. This is an increase in the product of 51,392
tons, as compared with 1899. There were employed 2826 men and
seventy-one boys, working an average of 217 days. There were 85,056
kegs of powder used, the cost to the miner being $170,112, or one
keg for every sixteen tons of coal mined. New mines have been
opened up in this county during the year, as follows: Mine No. 8,
belonging to the Southwestern Coal and Improvement Company, lo-
cated near Mineral; the N. M. Smith & Co.’s mine, located about one
mile south of Mineral; the Columbus Coal Company’s mine, located
at Stippville; Hamilton Coal and Mercantile Company’s mine, located
northwest of Weir City. (See pp. 14, 16.)
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LEAVENWORTH COUNTY.

Leavenworth is the third largest coal-producing county in the state.
During the year 1900 the Home-Riverside Coal Mining Company’s
mines Nos. 1, 2, and 3, the only mines in operation in the county
outside of the state penitentiary mine, gave employment to 702 men,
and produced 194,947 tons of coal, working an average of 181 days,
valued at the mine at $358,365.48. Two hundred and five convicts
employed at the state mine produced 55,236 tons, making the total
production for the county 250,183 tons; total value, $455,365.48. This
shows a decrease in production of 58,681 tons compared with 1899,
This decrease is due to a strike that took place at the Home-Riverside
mines and lasted two months, The Home-Riverside Company have
made a number of improvements at their mine No. 3, formerly owned
by the Leavenworth Coal Company. The top has been torn down,
and rebuilt on an improved plan. New air-courses are being opened
up underground and the work is still being pushed to completion,
and when finished will materially improve the ventilation of this
mine.

The improvements made at the state mine are best stated by the
report of the superintendent to this office, as follows: “Two new
braces on tower of air-shaft; also placed new five-ton gear-wheel on

air-shaft engine, to replace second wheel broken last winter, placing

engine in pretty fair shape: rebraced the tower of main shaft; over-
hauled and repaired elevators; also retimbered southwest side of air-
shaft bottom, during month of August, 1900; new roofs put on coal-
house, engine-house, and main shaft; painted all shaft houses and
pit tops.”

OSAGE COUNTY.

Osage county is still the fourth largest coal-producing county in the
state. During the year 133,} men and sixty-four boys found employ-
ment an average of 169 days, producing 194,618 tons of coal, valued
at $277,350.24. This shows a decrease in the production, as compared
with 1899, of 66,185 tons. This was largely due to the closing down
and abandonment of four of the Mount Carmel Coal Company's
mines in the early part of the year. (See pp. 18, 20.)
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22 INSPECTOR OF COAL-MINES.

ATCHISON COUNTY.

W. T. F. DoNALD owns and operates the only mine in this county.
It is located three miles south of the city of Atchison, on a branch of
the Missouri Pacific railroad. The mineis a horse-power, drift open-
ing. The vein averages about eleven inches in thickness and is
worked on the long-wall system. The miners are paid $1.50 per ton
for mining, and the coal sells at three dollars per ton. Five miners
and one day man worked 250 days, and produced 1200 tons of coal
during the year, valued at $3600 at the mine. James Maynard, mine
boss.

During the year 1900, the citizens of Atchison raised a fund for
the purpose of drilling for coal, and early in the year operations were
started, and a hole was drilled to a depth of 1353 feet on Mr. Donald’s
land, south of the city of Atchison. As will be seen by the records
which follow, two good, workable veins of coal were found. One vein,
of one foot ten inches was found at a depth of 800 feet. This is pre-
sumably the same vein of coal that is being worked at Leavenworth.
Continuing to a depth of 1126 feet, a vein of thirty-six inches was
found. The development of this field will mean so much to the com-
mercial interests of Atchison and vicinity that no doubt the great

. capital required to properly bring out its value will be promptly

forthcoming. The evidence leads to the conclusion that an extensive
coal-field exists in Atohison county, and that its development will
place it among the best coal-producing territories of the state.

LOG OF ATCHISON COAL PROSPECT WELL.
Drilled in 1900, near the old site of Sumner. Figures indicate feet and inches.

Thickness. Material. Depth.
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THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT,

| Thickness. Material, Depth.
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