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These reports of the Kansas State Mine Inspector mostly concern coa mining, though by 1929 the scope of the
reports broadens to include metal mines. The content of individual reports will vary. The reports address mining
laws and mining districts; industry production and earnings; fatal and non-fatal accidents; accident investigations
and transcripts of oral interviews; labor strikes; mine locations; mining companies and operators; and proceedings
of mining conventions. The reports document the political, economic, social, and environmental impacts of more
than seventy years of mining in southeastern Kansas.
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PRODUCTION, EMPLOYEES, DAYS WORKED, EXPLOSIVES USED AND ACCIDENTS FOR MINES IN

OSAGE COUNTY, 1035
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COAL PRODUCTION, DAYR WORKED, EMPLOYEES, EXPLOSIVES AND ACCIDE

TES, 1935
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COAL PRODUCTION, DAYS WORKED, EMPLOYEES, EXPLOSIVES AND ACCIDENTS, BY COUNTIES, 1995—ConcLuosn
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FATAL ACCIDENTS DURING YEAR 1935

1. Frep earuerstoNg was fatally injured in the Cherokee Coal Company’s
mine, near Cherokee, about 9:30 a. m., January 14, 1935. He was riding on the
front end of the haulage motor when the motor ran into an open room switch.
He was crushed between the front end of the motor and the brushing. Mr.
Featherstone was taken to a hospital in Pittsburg, where he died at midnight,
January 15, 1935. He is survived by a wife and son. (Investigation by Shaw.)

2. JouN ZELESNIK, miner, was seriously injured at Mine No. 24 of the
Western Coal and Mining Company on February 1, 1935, about 10:30 a.m.,
by a fall of rock. Mr. Zelesnik suffered a fractured spine and broken ribs.
He was taken to the Mt. Carmel hospital, where he died February 5, 1935.
(Investigation by Delplace.)

3. Aueerr HerBeck, foreman, was electrocuted at the Kelly-Carter Coal
Company's strip mine on March 10, 1935, at 3 p.m. The accident occurred
at the transformer at the top of the pit where it connects on the high line.
Mr. Herbeck came up to the tipple to get some light bulbs to make a test for
a short. When he went over the fence to get to the transformer he pushed
the fence against the bare eleetric wire, causing a short. Mr. Herbeck is
survived by his wife and five children. (Investigation by Delplace.)

4. Jor Brock, miner, was severly injured at Mine No. 24 of the Western
Coal and Mining Company on October 5, 1934, about 1:30 p.m., by a fall of
rock. Mr. Brock suffered a broken back and was taken to a hospital, where
he died June 19, 1935. (Investigated by Delplace.)

5. AntoN LEsjack, miner, was serverly injured at Mine No. 22 of the
Western Coal and Mining Company on August 31, 1935, about 12:30 p.m.
A shot had been missed and Mr. Lesjack was drilling it out, when for some
reason the shot went off, burning Mr. Lesjack about the face and arms and
upper part of his pody. He was taken to a hospital, where he died September
5. 1935. (Investigation by Glennon.) -

6. VaLENTINE GARTNER, motorman, was severely injured at Hamilton No. 9
mine near Cherokee, September 9, 1935, about 11 a.m. Mr. Gartner had lost
an empty car off his trip on the way into the first south entry. When coming
out with a loaded trip he ran into the empty car, knocking it off the track.
One end of the car wedged against the gob. The motor also jumped the
track and wedged against the rib. Mr. Gartner was caught between the car
and motor, suffering a broken pelvis bone and internal injuries. He was taken
to a hospital, where he died September 24, 1935. (Investigation by Glennon.)

7. Esper, Bostrom, of Seranton, was electrocuted in the Hotehkiss Coal
Company’s mine near Burlingame on October 4, 1935, about 4 p.m. Mr.
Bostrom was running the mining machine, and it appears that he became over-
balanced when he was replacing in the machine a steel bar, which had just
been handed him by his helper, and threw out his hand to catch himself,
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striking the switch blades while he still held the steel bar in the other hand.
He is survived by a wife and two children. (Investigation by Miller.)

8. GueerT BALDELLI, engineer at South Radley Coal Company’s mine, was
instantly killed on November 20, 1935, about 11 a.m. Mr. Baldelli was putting
belt dressing on the fan belt, when his clothing caught in the belt and pulley
wheel and he was whipped around the drive shaft. Mr. Baldelli is survived
by a wife and two children. (Investigation by Delplace.)

9. KenNera NEas, age 27, employed as electrician at the Eagle-Cherokee
strip mine, was electrocuted on December 29, 1935, He had been cleaning
the collector rings on the electric drag-line with the cut-off switches out, and
when he left his work to go to the tipple for more coal-oil to clean the rings
he threw the switches in for some reason and then returned to work without
throwing the switches, and was electrocuted. Mr. Neas is survived by his wife.
(Investigation by Glennon.)
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PART 11

METAL MINE REPORT FOR 1935
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52 Labor and Industry

Summary of Metal Mine Report

The total production of lead and zinc from the metal mines and tailing
mills in the state of Kansas for the year 1935, was 116,143 tons, an increase
of 20,769 tons over the previous year'’s production.

There were thirty-four mines operating during 1935, which produced 84,348
tons of zine and 12,375 tons of lead, a total of 96,723 tons. These mines worked
an average of 112 days and employed 1,335 men. Total amount of explosives
used was 1,108,700 pounds of dynamite. One fatal accident occurred during
the year. There were 548 nonfatal accidents reported, 106 of which were lost-
time and 442 losi-no-time accidents.

There were eight tailing mills which operated during the vear, producing
19,344 tons of zinc and 76 tons of lead, a total produetion of 19,420 tons. These
mills employed 209 men and worked an average of 216 days. Twenty-six non-
fatal accidents were reported. Total amount of explosives used was 3,625
pounds of dynamite.

Three tailing mills listed—Bilharz Mining Company, Prairie Chicken Mining
Company and Youngman & Youse Mining Co.—are new mills and did not
start producing until after January 1, 1936.

W
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Metal Mine Directory
1935
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1A|TIVE‘S—MILL D[T\‘E(‘NR‘A OF CHEROKEE COUNTY FOR 1835

(Jg:!-a Naue or Comrany, Mine name or number, | Name of superintendent. | Adidress.
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NUMBER OF DAYS WORKED, PRODUCTION, EMPLOYEES, EXPLOSIVES AND ACCIDENTS IN METAL MINES, 1935

Office _ Number Tons Tons | Total tons
\l't % NamB OF COMPANY. Mine nsme or number. days of of lead and
el worked. zine. lead. zine.
1 Ace High 1 Hilver Fox. . ............ 5 ' 241 BA0 236 1,196
2 American Zine, Lead & Smelting Co. ... ... i E e 100 1,498 17 1.515
3 B.&H M 150 1,707 13 1,720
4 Black Eagle 233 | &, TG B 5,667
5 Blue CJ.:.:TG ). 30 1 25 41
# : 220 | 5,811 1,504 7,115 -
7 60 | 10 5 13 =
8 | 11 | 2,324 309 2,728 = |
9 | Eagle- : 199 7 068 414 7,482 2 |
10 T‘Mlonﬁ,chu Mining & Smelting Co. . | g |
11 Eagle-Picher Mining & Smelting Co Mo Bl " 198 5,750 LiTh 2,473 = |
12 | Eagle-Picher Mining & & Black Eagle. . i oy Les i o |
13 Engle-Ficher Mining & Crace B, . B = |
14 | Eagle-Ficher \lumu; de ‘-hn:lun.g Co [ T\l]m—le[mw < 72 TO0 4,520 &
10 i ] | Beck., 50 7 =
16 25 3 14 =
17 g Co 0 5 30 3
18 Federn! M.Ln.ma & Smelting (' i} a2 1,832
18 | Iron Mountain Lead & S’ 1 5 1.07% (v
21 | K-0 Mining Trust Co. i 72 5 122 i)
21 Lawton Mining Co. . ST e i | L] 3 15 =
22 | M. & F. Mining Co. .. ... Commonwealth . . . ) 18 92 ]
Lawyer. .. .......... | bl
23 Mid-Continent Lead & Zinc Co .| Grace B. ... ' 186 1, 100 =
Tulsa-Quapa v ,l -
a4 Mew Blue Meund Mmma: Co New Blue Mound . . P 183 =
25 | Peru Mining Cao RS s Sesd AP | 207 129 sie
26 Hobob Mi 10 (b
27 | Rumsey Mining Co, ; S0 33
28 Bt. Louis Bmelting & Hefining 225 2,029
20 | Ht. Louis Bmelting & Rzﬁmn.g o s R ] Wiy Soet el
30 | Texas Mini z L] 2
31 | Vinegar Hil Barr 2561 2,154
a2 - & 8. Mini Hunter No. 2. 134 an
a3 W. B MiningCo:...ioiiaiar o No.d..... | [y 16 @ bt}
2 | Little Kathleen Mining Co. 28 11 1 12
Totala...... . | 3,816 e, 348 12,375 0,728
o
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s BEXPLOSIVES AND ACCIDENTS IN TAILING MILLS, 1035

NUMBER OF DAYZ WORKED, PRODUCTION, EMPLOY EF

- - - - e Sk — o
[ ™ . o
Office Numher Tons l'ona Totnl tons =
No. Mame oF CoMrany. Mine name or number, dnys ol af lead nnd x5
g worked ¥ine. L, zine. —
- — =
1 Bailey Mining & Milling Co, I 310 =
2 Baxter Chat Co......0 | Ha v 114 =
3 | Beck Mining Co. .. ... | No.3 | 211 =
4 Bilharz Mining R e o Burnadall. |, | =
i | Commerce M Chubb, .. 243 g ;: = |
:r: i W, >1T3.-. . | i ?
e Br L | | s
& Mini rie Chicken | | -\t:' |
4 . HL ining Co.. e " iy . 5 |- = |
10 Semple Mining & Milling Co. Early Bird . = |
11 Youngman & Youse Mining Co West Side R E._ |
_ = |
Tatale 1.728 T, B4 | 76 10,420 S
=

GE
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| NUMBER OF DAYE WORKED, PRODUCTION, EMPLOYEES, EXPLOSIVES AND ACCIDENTS IN TAILING MILLS, 1935—Coxcrupen
| - T mrisi tfwibrie
= — — =
| Employees, Explosives, Acridents,
l'[‘\ﬂie:e Nonfutal Rnarks ey
Na, - e Pounds | i 5
:':;“'l'ﬁ Burface. rmr‘l’u“ | of Fatal, g
' Rt dynamite. | Lost Lost g
time no time. 3
= | | L. SNCPT =
L. 20 | 20 iy 55 P SR 2
g2 15 | 13 T H = e — &
'i:. % 19 | 12 2 —— -
7 r— 5
PR A i o R 3 | X : ! No produstion in 1835, =
fi 32 32 2 E 5
T_. 42 42 v & —_— =
g: : i i ----| No production in 1935. -
10, . L E 3,625 g
11 S b | No production in 1935,
Tatals e 209 08 3,625 % 5 n |
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Mine Inspection Department 61

FATAL ACCIDENT, METAL MINE, YEAR 1935

1. Mewvix Jongs, 54 vears of age, employed as trackman at the Peru
Mining Company mine, 2% miles southwest of Baxter Springs, was fatally
injured about 12:40 p.m., Tuesday, October 29, 1935.

Two levels are worked in this mine, and for a distance of 50 feet back
from the shaft the levels have been connected, leaving a ceiling of about 60
feet. Mr. Jones was laying track on the lower level, when a boulder fell from
the side of a drift in the upper level and glanced off the apron. It must have
struck Mr. Jones at an angle, as both legs were fractured a little below the
hips. He was lying about ten feet clear of the rock when he was found. (In-
vestigation by Glennon.)
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PART III

REPORT OF MINE RESCUE
DEPARTMENT

(63)
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PERSONNEL OF STATE MINE RESCUE
DEPARTMENT

Arma Rescue Staiion

Winniam HISLOP ..ot ieinn Arma

L ——— s . e - - —
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21 during 1935.

Albert, John P.;
Allen, J. W.; Burlings
Arabia, Angelo; Girard, R. R. 3
Arabia, Louis; Girard, R. R. 38
Arbogast, A. E.; Pittsburg
Augart, Frank, Jr.:
Augart, Frank, S
Austin, Andrew;

Arma
Barnes, James; Arma

Bean, Tavlor; Areadia
Bixler, Robert; Arcadia
Brimblecom, Leon; Pittsburg
Brick, E. F.; Girard
Bornhouser, Fred; Pittsburg

Bousfield, James, Jr.; Arma
Bousfield, James, 8r.; Arma
Boyne, Arthur; Pittsburg
Boyne, 0. W, ; Pittsburg
Burgin, William; Arma
Cinotti, Joe: Arma

Cordary, John; Pittsburg
Chalmers, Andrew ; Burlingame
Chance, Arthur; Pittsburg
Cole, Howard; Burlingame
Coleman, John B.; Arma
Coleman, Leo F.; Pittsburg
Campbell, A. L.; Pittsburg
Cann, Flovd: Burlingame
Croucher, Everett:; Burlingame
Crites, Ray; Arcadia, R. R, 1
Culler, John; Arcadia, R. R. 1
Durkin, Ellsworth ; Arma
Dalton, Rolland; Englevale
Dawson, Thos.; Englevale
DeBoth, Geo.; Mulberry
Druart, Andrew; Frontenac
Druart, Arthur; Frontenac
Dunean, T. J.; Mulberry
Dunn, Thos.: Burlingame
Eagleton, Earl; Mulberry, R. R. 1
Elliot, Clarence; Burlingame
Evans, C. M.; Pittshurg
Farrar, M. D.; Burlingame
Fauvergue, George; Arma
Fields, Elmer: Pittsburg
Feterly, A.; Pittsburg
Fitzgerald, Lelo; Girard
Gardner, William: Arma
Garigletti, Barney; Girard, R. It 8
Gatti, Don; Frontenac

Green, Jas. W.; Pittshurg
Grisolano, John: Girard, R. R. 3
Hallman, Eugene; Pittshurg
Hallman, George; Pittsburg
Hanson, Robert: Osage City
Haslam, John; Arma

Haslam, Sam; Arma

5—2685

Activities of Mine Rescue Department

More interest was taken this year in first-aid work than there has been for
several years. Mr. Hislop’s services were very much in demand for organizing
and conducting the first-aid classes and assisting with the various safety drives
that have been conducted throughout the state the past year.

Mr. Hislop also trained a first-aid team and accompanied them to Topeka,
and put on a demonstration of first-aid work before the State Safety Couneil,
which was highly appreciated by all members present.

Classes in first aid were held in the following cities: Pittsburg, Burlingame
and Arma. There were 138 certificates issued and additional training given to

Those who received first-aid ecertificates during the vear 1935 are as follows:

Hartman, Orval; Arma
Helm, Lon: Arma

Hotehkiss, Alex; Burlingame
Hotchkiss, Edward ; Burlingame
Hotehkiss, Harold; Burlingame
Hughes, Edward: Girard
Irvin, James; Frontenac
Jaubert, Samuel; Arma
Karns, Rov; Englevale
Kermashek, Ralph; Arma
Kiefer, J. Emory; Arma
Kotziman, Antone ; Frontenac
Lane, Edgar; Arcadia, R. R
Lamberson, Earl; Arma
Lindahl, Oliver; Osage City
Link, Charles; Osage City
Loop, Charles; Englevale
Manion, Thomas; Arma
Marchiano, Pete: Arma
Maiseroule, Henry; Frontenac
Martin, D, E.; Englevale
Mayberry, Amos; Arma
McDonald, Harry; Arma
McPheron, R. E.; Frontenac
McAfee, Thomas; Mulberry
Menchetti, Baldo; Arma
Menzie, Walter, Seranton
Miller, V. J.: Burlingame
Minns, Edward: Arma
Minnis, Melvin; Arma
Miller, Antone; Pittsburg
Morgan, Lynus; Pittsburg, R. R, 1
Morris, Don; Pittsburg
Moore, Ira; Pittsburg
Mussatto, Raymond; Burlingame
Minnis, Aubrey; Arma

Neil, Sam; Pittsburg
Newell, Alfred; Arcadia
Nizzia, Tony: Frontenae
Nolan, John; Frontenac
Ohlock, August; Arma
('Donnell, John; Arma
Parker, Earl; Burlingame
Peroo, Reno; Burlingame
Peterson, Fred:; Pittsburg
Perdue, Curt; Englevale
Pittser, Ervin; Arma

Poore, Lloyd: Pittshurg
Prine, Henry W.; Pittsburg
Puckett, Orville; Mulberry
Rench, Marcus; Arma
Rendaci, Ernest; Arma
Reichelt, William; Pittsburg
Riggs, Guy; Pittsburg
Richardson, John W.; Arma
Robinson, Joseph; Arma
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66 Labor and Industry

Ross, William; Areadia Turgliatto, Joe; Frontenac

Saia, Vineent; Frontenac VanNorsdall, W. W.; Arma
Saia, D. J.; Frontenac Watson, Arthur; Pittsburg i
Sartore, John; Arma Williams, Arthur; Girard, R. r%
Shoup, Lorenzo; Arma Williams, George; Mulberry
Silvers, Rollie; Arcadia Wilson, Fred; Frontenac
Skinner, Bert; Girard Windsor, Omar; Pittsburg
Smith, Dan; Arcadia Whatter, B. W.; Pittsburg
Stephenson, Thomas; Osage City Worlop, Cyrill C.; Arma

Stultz, Ernest Lee; Pittsburg Worlop, Jules; Arma
Stockinger, Joe; Arma Young, Joe: Englevale

Tolliver, Herbert; Arma Youvan, John; Frontenac

Turner, John D.; Mulberry, R. R. 2

Additional training was given to the following persons:

Allister, Thomas; Gross Fowler, Charle Mulberry
Booth, J, W.; Pittsburg Gardner, William; Arma
Bousfield, James, Jr.; Arma Grace, Charles; Arcadia
Clinotti, Joe; Arma Gray, Robert; Pittsburg
Coleman, A. E.; Arma Gustin, Charles; Pittsburg
Dawson, Thomas; Englevale Hartman, Orval; Arma
Delplace, John; Arma Helton, Ora; Pittsburg
Delplace, George; Arma Hunter, James; Arma
Devoss, Herbert; Arma Massa, Vietor; Mulberry
Fast, Rov; Pittsburg Minnis, Aubrey; Arma

Fleming, John; Arma
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PART 1

REPORT OF COAL MINE INSPECTION
DEPARTMENT, 1936
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

ComMissioN oF LaBor AND INDUSTRY,
Torexa, December 31, 1936.
Hon. Alf M. Landon, Governor of Kansas, Topeka, Kan.:

Sir—I have the honor to submit herewith the 1936 annual re-
port of the coal- and metal-mining industry of the state of Kansas;
also, report of the Mine Rescue Department.

Respectfully submitted,
G. E. BLARELEY,
Commissioner of Labor.

(6)

o e e S ==

www.kansasmemory.org/item/210191 ~ Page 4766/6192
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory ISTORCAT
State inspector of coal minesreports

PERSONNEL OF COAL MINE INSPECTION DEPARTMENT
STATE OF KANSAS

Chief Mine Inspector

WILLIAM GIENNOR oo s aiis a0 fadi s da da Pittsburg
Deputy Mine Inspectors
JOHN DEEBEACE o wvmmvmmiseemios e i e @i s Arma
ERNEST BHAW oo i s i ey o ms e S s wses s Weir City
W. J: Moaes. . ... R R T e Burlingame
Statistical Clerk
TRREENG TIORT, v swmscs i s s 1511t 3 6 Pittsburg
(7

www.kansasmemory.org/item/210191 ~ Page 4767/6192
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

State inspector of coal minesreports

EXPENDITURES DURING THE YEAR 1936

Fund No. 7. Salary of chief mine inspector...................... $2,200.40
Fund No. 8. Salary of statistical clerk..............o0voonnn.... 1,140.00
Fund No. 9. Salary of mine rescue superintendent. ..., .......... 1,500 .00
Fund No. 11. Salary of three deputy mine inspectors.............. 4,140.00
Traveling and incidental expense of chief mine in-
1 e 864 .80
Traveling and incidental expense of mine rescue
supermtEndent otk s Ee s S 416.70
Traveling expense of deputy mine inspectors........ 1,511.05
Mine inspection department equipment............. 84.7
Mine rescue department equipment................ 530.00
1 L e U $12,387.65

B e e R R s
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REPORT OF COAL MINE INSPECTION
DEPARTMENT

The totu‘l.coal production for the state of Kansas for the vear 1936 was
3,147,225 tons, an increase of 373,775 tons over the 1935 production. Of this
amount, 2,181466 tons were produced from strip mines and 965,759 from deep,
slope and drift mines.

There were 181 deep, slope and drift mines and 59 strip mines in operation
during the year, a total of 240 mines. These mines gave employment to
4,206 men and worked an average of 113 days. There were 1,224 men employed
in the strip mines and 2,982 in the deep mines. The total amount of explosives
used was 24485 kegs of powder, 429,596 pounds of dynamite and 1,465,941
pounds of pellet powder. Eight fatal accidents oceurred during the year.
The total number of nonfatal accidents reported was 357.

The Crawford county strip mines produced 1,639,547 tons, an increase of
327,912 tons. These mines rank first in coal production for the state. There
were 24 mines in operation which worked an average of 126 days, and em-
ployed 799 men. The amount of explosives used was 9492 kegs of powder,
256,970 pounds of dynamite and 327,690 pounds of pellet powder. There were
two fatal and 36 nonfatal accidents during the year.

The Crawford county deep mines produced 653488 tons, a slight decrease
from the previous year's production. There were 53 mines in operation, which
worked an average of 148 days and employed 1393 men. The amount of
explosives used at these mines was 10,622 kegs of powder, 112,073 pounds of
dynamite and 976,675 pounds of pellet powder. There were four fatal and i
245 nonfatal acecidents.

Cherokee county strip mines produced 477496 tons, which is an increase of
49,571 tons over the previous year’s production. The five strip mines in this
county worked an average of 138 days and employed 184 men. The amount
of explosives used was 1,258 kegs of powder, 40,208 pounds of dynamite and
106,980 pounds of pellet powder. There were 36 nonfatal accidents reported.

The coal production from the 38 deep mines in Cherokee county was 76,038
tons. These mines worked an average of 104 days and employed 239 men.
They used 2,511 kegs of powder, 1,900 pounds of dynamite and 16,650 pounds
of pellet powder. One nonfatal accident was reported.

There were six strip mines and one deep mine in operation in Bourbon
county, which produced 21,726 tons, worked an average of 128 days and em-
ployed 41 men. They used 21 kegs of powder, 700 pounds of dynamite and
1,900 pounds of pellet powder.

Coffey county had two strip and two drift mines which produced 1,245
tons, These mines worked an average of 59 days, employed 18 men and used
18 kegs of powder and 225 pounds of dynamite.

Franklin county produced 22,010 tons from 14 deep and one strip mine.
The mines worked an average of 92 days and employed 136 men. The amount
of explosives used was 1,910 pounds of dynamite.

9)
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10 Labor and Industry

Labette county produced 13,703 tons from five strip mines which worked
an average of 117 days and employed 34 men. These mines used 48 kegs of
powder, 525 pounds of dynamite and 5,750 pounds of pellet powder.

The three deep mines in Leavenworth county produced 111,509 tons,
worked an average of 179 days and employed 518 men. They used 2,750
pounds of dynamite. There were seven nonfatal accidents reported.

Linn county produced 36,636 tons from 15 deep and three strip mines,
These mines worked an average of 121 days and employed 136 men. They
used 360 kegs of powder, 4510 pounds of dynamite and 30296 pounds of
pellet powder.

There were 12 strip and 37 deep mines in operation in Osage county during
1936. These mines worked an average of 93 days and produced 89,865 tons.
There were 638 men employed at these mines. Amount of explosives used
was 155 kegs of powder and 7.175 pounds of dynamite. Two fatal accidents
oceurred and three nonfatal accidents were reported.

There were 10 drift mines in Neosho eounty which produced 500 tons and
employed 35 men. These mines are worked by individuals who pay from 75¢
to $1.00 per week to the landowner for the privilege of mining and selling the
coal. The mines are only worked during the fall and winter months.

There were five drift mines and one strip mine in Wilson county, which
produced 2,162 tons and employed 20 men. These mines are worked in the
same manner as the Neosho county mines.

There were two small mines in Jefferson county and one in Cloud county
which produced 630 and 670 tons respectively. There were 15 men employed
at these three mines.

. |
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