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including blacksmiths, carpenters and topmen, working an average number
of 210 days during the year.
GIDEON M'DOWELL'S
Is a horsepower plant, located between Seranton and Burlingame, with post-
office address at Seranton. This mine, being small and the trade purely
local, has no railroad connection, It is ventilated by a furnace, and has
two openings, employing 5 miners, principally members of the owner’s fam-
ily, and 2 day hands, working an average number of 200 days during the
year.
SUPERIOR COAL AND MINING COMPANY,

Mine No. 2 is a horsepower plant, located at Osage City, and has no rail-
road connection. The mine is ventilated by a furnace, and has two open-
ings. I have had no complaints fromit. It employed 33 miners, including
boys, and 6 day hands, who worked an average number of 220 days during
the year,

Mine No. 3 is a horsepower plant, located at Osage City, and has railroad
connection with the main line of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fé. 1t is
ventilated by a furnace. This mine generally is in very poor condition, the
equipment being of such a character as would have been considered of poor
construction 50 years ago. Everything about the mine seemed to be in a
worn-out and dilapidated condition. There was not a foot of iron rail in
the mine, and in places no rails of any deseription. There has been con-
siderable trouble in this mine, arising from black-damp, which would oceca-
sionally flow into it from an old abandoned mine close by. 1 requested the
pit boss to make some improvements at once, more particularly with regard
to the ventilation. The mine employed 37 miners, including boys, and 5
day hands, who worked an average number of 220 days during the year.

Mine No. 4 is a horsepower plant, located near Osage City, without rail-
road connection, but does a local and shipping business, hauling the coal to
the railroad for shipment. The mine is ventilated by a furnace, and has
two openings, employing 20 miners, including boys, and 2 day hands, who
worked an average number of 200 days during the year.

WESTERN COAL CO.

Mine No. I is a horsepower plant, located within the city limits of Osage
City, near the main line of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fé Railroad, and
has connection therewith by switch. It is ventilated by a furnace, This is
4 an old mine which had been abandoned for years, but by reason of the ac-
quisition of new territory lying in a different direction from that already
worked, it was reopened by the above-named company. It can be said that
this is a very fair mine, and I have had no complaints regarding it. It gave
employment to 40 miners, including boys, and 2 day hands, who worked an
average of 250 days during the year.
i Mine No. 2 is a horsepower plant, located near Osage City, and has no
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38 STATE MINE INSPECTOR.

railroad connection, the coal being hauled to the cars for shipment. The
trade is loeal and shipping. The mine is ventilated by a furnace, and was
formerly owned by the Union Coal Company, and known as mine No.1. I
have received no complaints from it. The mine works 20 miners, including
boys, and 2 day hands, who worked an average number of 250 days during
the year.

Mine No. 4 is a new mine, with horsepower plant, located near Osage
City, and has no railroad connection, the coal being hauled to the cars for
shipment. This mine was not sufficiently advanced to require inspection.
It furnished employment to 12 miners, including boys, and 2 day hands, who
worked an average number of 80 days during the year,

EXCELSIOR COAL COMPANY.

Mine No. 1is a horsepower plant, located near Osage City, and has con-
nection by switch with the Lyndon branch of the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fé Railroad. Is ventilated by a furnace. This is a new mine, sunk
in 1887, and is not yet developed to its full capacity. It has been worked
steadily since coal was reached, and promises to be a very fair mine. It
employed 18 miners, including boys, and 2 day hands, who worked an aver-
age number of 50 days during the year.

Mine No. 2 is a horsepower plant, located near Osage City, on the Lyndon
branch of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa ¥é Railroad, and is ventilated by
farnace. The mine was sunk in 1887, and what has been said of mine No.
1, can also be said of this. It gave employment to 16 miners, including
boys, and 2 day hands, working an average number of 53 days during the
year. :

J. T. 8COTT & CO.
Is a horsepower plant, located near Barelay, having no railroad connection,
the conl being hauled to the cars for shipment. The mine has a local and
shipping trade, and is ventilated by a furnace. This mine was formerly
operated by the Liberian Coal Company, as is shown by the report of my
predecessor. The present operators keep the mine in better condition than
did those who formerly controlled it. F have received no complaints re-
garding it. This mine is worked principally during the winter months,
little if anything being done in summer, It employed last year 18 miners,
including boys, and 2 day hands, who worked an average number of 89 days.

W. T. WILLIAMS'S

Is a horsepower plant, located near Osage City, with no railroad connection,
the coal being hauled to the track for shipment. Has a local and shipping
trade, and is ventilated by a furnace. This mine has the reputation, and
from the records in the Inspector’s office is undoubtedly one of the poorest
ventilated mines in Osage county. It has been found so at every inspection
that has been made, and complaints that have been received fully confirm
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this statement. It is worked prineipally in the winter months, employing
18 miners, including boys, and 3 day hands, who worked an average num-
ber of 180 days during last year,

SCANDINAVIAN COAL AND MINING CO.

Mine No. 5 is a horsepower plant, located near Osage City, and is con-
nected by a switch with the main line of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fé
Railroad. The mine is ventilated by a furnace, and has underground con-
nections with Scandinavian Coal and Mining Co’s. mines Nos. 2, 3, and 4,
each of these having separate plants, although all the coal is hauled under-
ground to No. 5 and hoisted from that opening. The mine is in very fair
condition. It is owned by Mr. N. B. Cooper, but operated by a number of
miners associated together, putting the coal on cars for the mine-owner at
80 much per bushel. It employed 97 miners, including boys, and 11 day
hands, who worked an average number of 242 days during the year.

SUTHERIN & THACHER'S
Is a horsepower plant, located near Osage City, without railroad connec-
tion, the coal being hauled to the track for shipment. The mine is venti-
lated by a furnace, and has two openings. This mine in my predecessor’s
¥ time was owned by Hanson Bros., and at every visit has been found in ex-
cellent condition, working 26 miners, including boys, and 2 day hands, who
were employed an average number of 125 days during the year, principally
in the winter. . ‘
HERSHEY & M'CREA'S
Is a horsepower plant, located near Osage City, with no railroad connec-
tion, the coal being hauled to the cars. Does a local and shipping trade.
This mine is principally operated in the months of October, November, and
December. It was not in operation at the time of any of my visits in that
locality, but I have received no complaints regarding it. It employed duar-
ing last year 65 miners, including boys, and 6 day hands, who worked an
average number of 77 days.

MORGAN MEREDITH
Is a slope, operated by horsepower, located at Carbon Hill, near Carbondale,
with no railroad connection, the trade being purely local. The mine is
ventilated by furnace, and has two openings. It is a small mine, working
only in the winter months, employing 5 miners and 1 day hand, who worked
an average number of 100 days. The mine was found in fair condition.

JAMES RAINEY
Is & horsepower plant, located at Carbon Hill, near Carbondale, with no
railroad conneetion. Has a local and shipping trade. The mine is venti-
lated by a furnace, and has two openings. This shaft was formerly owned
by Rabia, Shively & McClay. The mine was in fair condition, and I have
received no complaints therefrom. It employed 12 miners, including boys,
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and 3 day hands, who worked an average number of 225 days during the
year.

H. J. WILLIAMB

Is a slope, operated by horsepower, located at Carbondale, witheut railroad
connection, trade being purely local, and operated only during the winter
months. The mine is ventilated by a furnace, and has two openings, em-
ploying 3 miners and 1 day hand, who worked an average number of 120
days during the year.
J. W, THOMAS 3

Is a horsepower plant, located near Carbondale, without railroad connection,
trade being purely loeal.” The mine is ventilated by a furnace, and employed
10 miners, including boys, and 2 day hande, who worked an average num-
ber of 100 days during the year.
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described in this report, were sunk, and equipped with
machinery which the importance and magnitude of this
The increased output of this county for the past year was
that of any other county in the State.

CRAWFORD COUNTY COAL MINES,
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CRAWFORD COUNTY COAL MINING.

The coal mines of Crawford county, during the past year, were in a very
prosperous condition. The field being a valuable one, the older mines not
worked out were developed to a greater capacity, and several new shafts,
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CONDITION OF MINES OF CRAWFORD COUNTY.
KANSAS AND TEXAS COAL O,

Mine No. 9 is a steam plant, located at the Junction of the Litchfield
branch of the Joplin & Girard Railway and the Cherryvale branch of the
Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad, and is worked by pillar-and-
fe room system. The mine is ventilated by a ten-foot Crawford & MeCrimmin
31 ventilating fan, which has ample power for all ventilation required. Con-
i sidering the time of year of my visit, the mine was found in very fair con-
i dition, and 1 have received no complaints from it: The mine was in
operation every month of the year, but part of the year was only worked
on half time, and for several months only ran 10 days in each month. The
average number of days worked during the year was 179, employing 58
I e miners, including boys, and 21 day bhands, including engineers, blacksmiths,
i

e
|
|

carpenters, etc. The engine and boiler-house of this mine, from some un-
known eause, burned down early in 1887, but was immediately rebuilt and
work resumed. James Whorley, pit boss.

Mine No. 10 is located a few hundred feet west of the west line of the
town of Litchfield, on a switch connecting with the Litchfield branch of
the Joplin & Girard Railway. 1In the early part of my predecessor’s time,
it was operated by horsepower, but in the early part of 1885 steam was put
in. This mine is also equipped with a Crawford & McCrimmin ten-foot i
ventilating fan, which has ample power for all air required. The mine was
only operated part of the time during four months of 1887, employing 51

8 miners, including boys, and 20 day laborers, including engineers, black-
i smiths, carpenters, and topmen. This mine was worked out and abandoned
: April 13, 1887, hence the average number of days worked was only 60,
: David Arnott, pit boss,

Mine No. 11 is located three-fourths of a mile southwest of Litchfield, on

& switch connecting with the Litchfield branch of the Joplin & Girard
Railway, and is ventilated by a Crawford & McCrimmin ten-foot ventilat-
ing fan. Upon examining this mine I found an abundance of air, far in
excess of the amount required by law, at the outlet and jnlet and in all the
working-places of the mine, with a few exceptions, these being most partie-
ularly at the heads of entries where the air did not reach the Iast break-
through, being found insuffcient by reason of previous break-throughs not
being properly closed. The attention of the pit boss was called to this
b fault, and it was shortly afterward remedied. The mine was in operation
] part of each month of the year, and was worked on one-half time during
the summer, employiug 61 miners, including boys, and 22 day Iaborers, in-

cluding engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and topmen. Average number
1t of days worked during the year, 172. John Barryman, pit boss.

i
§ Mine No. 12 was a steam plant, located Just west of the original city limits
il of Pittsburg, on land known as the Lanyon tract. This mine was equipped
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with a Crawford & McCrimmin 12-foot ventilating fan, which furnished
ample air for all purposes. This fan had a puwping arrangement attached
to the fan shaft, for pumping water out of the mine, which could be thrown
in and out of gear whenever necessary. When erected, this fan was the
largest in the district. When visited, this mine was in very fiir condition,
considering the fact that abandonment was then contemplated. The mine
was operated about seven months in 1887, employing 57 miners, including
boys, and 18 day laborers, including engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and
topmen. Average number of days worked in the year, 152,

Owing to the small amount of coal territory controlled by this mine, it
was only in operation about two years, being abandoned in August, 1887.
The mine was not abandoned by reason of being worked out, but because
of the inability of the company to procure the necessary adjacent territory.
Had they heen enabled to procure the required territory, it still would have
been in splendid condition to produce coal, it being at the time of its aban-
donment at its best as a coal-producing mine.

Mine No. 13 was designated in my predecessor’s report for 1885, as Dia-
mond Coal Co’s mine No. 1, baving been purchased by the Kansas and
Texas Coal Co. early in 1886, and equipped and operated by horsepower,
being located one-fourth mile due north of the city of Pittsburg, and is
connected by a switch with the Joplin & Girard Rly. In the latter part of
my predecessor’s unexpired term, it was reconstructed into a steam plant. It
was operated about six months in 1887, part of the time as a gin shaft, and
the balance by steam, the time it was shut down being during the dull sea-
son of the year, and for purposes of reconstruction. This was the case at
the time of my first visit. The mine is well ventilated, considering the
amount of trouble they have had with poor roof. During the time it was
in operation, there were employed 75 miners, ineluding boys, and 15 day
hands, including engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and topmen. Average
number of days worked in the year,121. Peter Simmons, pit boss.

Mine No. 15 is located one and one-half miles west, and one-eighth mile
north of the city of Pittsburg, just west of Coal creek, on a switeh connect-
ing with the Pittshurg & Columbus Railway, operated by the Frisco line.
This shaft was sunk in May, 1887, under promising circumstances inferred
from numerous prospect-holes in the immediate loeality, but on being opened
up and developed, proved an entire failure. The plant was of magnificent
construction, no money being spared to make it a success, bat owing to a
faulty, waving and rolling vein of coal, which unfortunately rose and fell
from three and one-half feet to a very few inches in thickness, the coal
could not be mined at current prices, and after the expenditure of consid-
erable money in the hope of ultimate success, the mine was finally aban-
doned. While this mine proved a failure in so short a time after the con-
struetion of the plant, it must not be inferred that the failure was due to
any mismanagement, as the land had been thoroughly prospected and gave
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every indication of a uniform vein of coal, nine out of ten of the prospect-
holes promising a regular vein of the usual three and one-half feet thick-
ness. While examining this mine, the pit boss, Mr. Wm. Eggley, took
great pains to fully show to me the character of the roof, coal, faults, ete.,
and while doing so, remarked that my predecessor, Mr. John Braidwood,
while underground superintendent of these mines, then owned by the Rogers
Coal Co., had stated that where the iron-rock roof, such as was found in this
mine, was discovered, the coal was invariably rolling, faulty, and very un-
certain for mining operations to be carried on successfully. This, Mr.
Eggley said, was clear to him now, but doubted at the time. Indications
lead me to believe, however, that this character of roof is only local, and
extends over only a small portion of the territory. These peculiarities, or
others of a similar nature, are characteristic of most coal fields, and inter-
fere more or less with their successful development. The entire life of this
mine was about three months, the plant being now erected in another loeality.

Mine No. 17 is u steam plant, located about one-half mile north of the
town of Litehfield, and is connected by a switch with the Litchfield branch
of the Joplin & Girard Railway. This is & new mine, starting operations
October 15, 1887, and continuved in operation the balance of the year. The
mine being new was not sufficiently advanced for any inspection upon my last
visit there. They employed 64 miners, including boys, and 18 day laborers,
including engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and topmen.  Average number
of days worked from beginning of operations to December 31, 1887, was 50.
The steam plant in use at this mine was formerly used at mine No. 10,
abandoned April 13, 1887. David Amott, pit boss.

PITTSBURG AND MIDWAY COAL CO.

Mine No. 1 ie a steam plant, located between Pittsburg and Midway, one-
half mile west of the Missouri line, and is connected by a switch with the
Cherryvale branch of the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad. The
mine iz ventilated by a 10-foot Crawford & MeCrimmin ventilating fan,
which has ample power for all the air required. Upon examination the
mine was found to be in a good condition, all necessary precautions being
taken to insure the safety of the miners. There were employed 45 miners,
including boys, and 15 day hands, including engineers, blacksmiths, car-
penters, ete., and worked during the year an average of 189 days. Thomas
Jones, pit boss,

Mine No. 2 is a steam plant, located a few hundred feet west of the Mis-
souri line, and about the same distance north of the Cherryvale branch of
the Kansas City Fort S8cott & Gulf Railroad, with which it is connected by
a switch. The mine has a Crawford & McCrimmin 10-foot ventilating fan,
furnishing all necessary air. It was sunk in the latter part of 1885, and
has been operated but little save in the winter monthe, owing to inability
to secure satisfactory railroad freight rates during the summer, a difficulty

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

www.kansasmemory.org/item/210191 ~ Page 278/6192
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

State inspector of coal minesreports

THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 45

which is now arranged, as I am informed by President E. H. Brown. The
mine is in good condition, and has been so conducted as to be productive of
no complaints, There were employed 30 miners, including boys, and 13 day
hands, including engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and topmen. Average
number of days worked in year, 78. Wm, Short, pit boss.

CHEROKEE AND PITTSBURG COAL AND MINING CO.

Mine No. I is a steam plant, located near Frontenae, on the Girard
branch of the Southern Kansas Railway, and connected therewith by a
switch, This mine was sunk in the latter part of 1886, and is a very fine
plant, no expense having been spared to make it perfect. The construction
of this plant differs entirely from all others erected in the State prior to
this, it being the first to adopt the self-dumping antomatic cages, which have
proven to be a complete success. The hoisting machinery of this mine is su-
perior in construction and power to any other in the distriet constructed
previously to this, The manner of hoisting conl to the top in use is similar
to that at all other steam plants, but the cage on arriving at the top dumps
the coal into the chutes leading to the railroad cars automatically, without
any assistance other than that rendered by the engineer, thus saving a great
expense in pulling the cars off and on the cage and dumping the same, also
saving a great deal of time. The screening facilities of this plant, through
their superior equipment, are also a great improvement on those of plants
previously constructed in the district. This mine is equipped with a fifteen-
foot ventilating fan, built by Wm. E. Cole, Washington, Ind., which is ca-
pable of furnishing an abundant supply of air for all ventilating purposes,
and is constructed so as to be utilized either as an upeast or downeast. The
mine at my last visit was found in first-class condition. It was opened and
worked on the double-entry system, which is practically the only system by
which & mine can be opened up and worked to a large capacity in this coal
field. This company have spared no expense in driving entries ahead of
their working-rooms, so that they can at any time put in sufficient men to
send out an output of coal equal to the capacity of their hoisting facilities.
In the summer months, instead of stopping their entries for the purpose of
cutting down expenses while the coal trade is dull, they continue them on
and take coal from them in preference to taking it from the rooms, so in the
winter months when the great amount of coal is needed, they are in a posi-
tion to work their mine to its full eapacity, and by so doing secure larger
returns, which compensates them to a greater extent than any economy they
could exercise in the dull season by stopping their entries. In opening up
this mine away from the bottom of the shaft the system was so arranged
that they had four divisions of air from the start, each one-fourth of the
mine being ventilated by a separate current, which gives each division the
same volume of air in a much purer and healthier state than could be ob-
tained in a single air-way having much greater velocity. This is something
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generally lost sight of in opening a new mine, but has been looked into
to the letter by the management of this mine, and will result in great fu-
ture benefit to them in the development of the mine. There was employed
an average of 85 miners during the year, and 25 day hands, including en-
gineers, carpenters, blacksmiths, and topmen. They worked an average of
230 days. The number of hands employed at this mine was not reported,
and the number given above is approximated from the output of coal as
given. Mr. Robertson, pit boss,

Mine No. 2 is a steam plant, located about one-half mile northeast of
mine No. 1, and has the same railroad connection as that mine. The plant
is similar in construction and equipment to that of mine No. 1, and operated
upon the same plan, everything being nearly an exact duplicate. Mine is
opened upon the same principle, and is in all respects similar to No. 1. It
was found in good condition. This mine employed about the same number
of men as mine No. 1, and worked 100 days during the year. Number of
men approximated not reported.

Mine No. 3 is a steam plant, located east of mines Nos. 1 and 2, and is a

new plant, similar to them in equipment and construction, although not
sufficiently advanced for inspection.

Mine No. 4 is a steam plant, located three and one-half miles southwest

of Pittsburg, and is a counterpart of mines Nos. 1,2 and 3, and, like No. 8,
not sufficiently advanced for inspection.

WESTERN COAL AND MINING CO.

Mine No. 2 is a steam plant, located on the Nevada branch of the Missouri
Pacific Railway, at Fleming, and was opened in September, 1886. While
this plant is similarly constructed to other steam plants, it is put up in a
very substantial manner, having in connection with it, ten railroad chutes
for coaling locomotives. It has also i connection the rotary screen, with
facilities of the most improved pattern, which makes three grades of coal
other than the lump—nut, pea, and slack. The mine is equipped with a
Crawford & McCrimmin 10-foot ventilating fan, which furnishes a bounti-
ful supply of air for all sanitary purposes. The mine is opened up on the
double-entry system, and is generally in a fair condition as to ventilation,
although there have been several elight explosions in the mine, caused by a
combination of circumstances which are commented upon in another portion
of this report. They employ 100 miners, including boys, and 32 day hands,
including engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and topmen. The average

number of days worked in the year was 251. Mr. Russell, underground
superintendent.

Mine No. 3 is a steam plant, located about three-fourths of a mile north-
east of mine No. 2, on same railway, and was sunk in May, 1887, The
plant is similar in construction to that of mine No. 2, with the exception of
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railroad chutes for coaling locomotives. The mine was opened up on the
double-entry system, and is equipped with a Crawford & MeCrimmin 10-
foot ventilating-fan, and has had the reputation of being a well-ventilated
mine ever since it was opened. Each one-fourth of the mine is ventilated
by a separate and distinct current, and it is to be regretted that under these
flattering conditions, the greatest explosion that has ever occurred in any
mine in the State, happened in this mine in December, 1887, resulting in
the death of three men, being all that were in the mine when the explosion
oceurred. This accident is fully described in another portion of this report.
They employed 60 miners, including boys, and 28 day men, including en-
gineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and topmen. Average number of days
worked in year, 71.
LONE OAK COAL MINE

Is operated by Hamilton Bros., and owned by other parties, the Hamilton
Bros. putting coal on ears for a stipulated price. This is a steam plant, lo-
cated at Lone Oak, four miles northwest of Pittsburg, on the Joplin &
Girard Railway. The mine is ventilated by a 10-foot ventilating-fan, built
by & St. Louis firm, which furnishes a bountiful supply of air. The princi-
pal portion of the output of this mine is handled by the Kansas & Texas
Coal Co. T have had no complaints therefrom, and still believe it to be in
excellent condition. There were employed during the year from 35 to 40
miners, including boys,and 10 day hands, ineluding engineers, blacksmiths,
carpenters, and topmen. The average number of days worked during the
year was 200. ;

There are numerous small mines in the vieinity of Pittsburg, Mulberry,
Grove, and Arcadia, and throughout the county, that are only operated dur-
ing the winter season. These mines employ in the aggregate about 150
miners, with an annual output of one million bushels of coal. Owing to the
small business done by each, and the mines changing operators nearly every
year, I have been unable to obtain any intelligent reports. From personal
observations, and the absence of any complaints, I presume them to be in
fair condition.
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CHEROKEE COUNTY COAL MINING.

The valuable coal fields of Cherokee county are most fully appreciated by
the operators of that district, and during 1887 a number of improvements
were made in the existing mines, and new shafts, well and thoroughly
equipped on a larger scale, were sunk, and are being developed to a greater
capacity than mines have been heretofore in this section, with the promise
of a much larger output in 1888 than even that of 1887.

CHEROKEE COUNTY COAL MINES.

[ -
i : i iﬁ | gt
R - ﬁ Al
%
i ' ERRILE
: Keith nndPuryCul Co... 13 3 og,z:g
g| o sy 105 3 88,097 75
o 4l “ Wm.l-ll.m.llw op’r. 105 49,008 43
# : Inunmd 'I'nnCod Cournrrrmaens I;g :{l ﬁ,%g
e 7 I 0 " 39 33 9:” 02
H 8 | Weir City Coal Comnn.nnr..c 46| 33| 2590 0w
B 1; Ju.lknnll, rec'ver Parsons Coal Co.. : :: lg,:?ﬂé g §
S u Coln-bmcodfa s & 1:1@3
fEi i 13 | George Robi i
s 14 Kmn d: ﬁ 13,%3
RS 15 (.‘hmku(}ulamluinlngt‘n % k) 10,717 31
| iR b A 539 |........| 957,794 32
e
E b CHEROKEE COUNTY COAL l!ll‘E—-OoxeLu’om
s _ T R . ey =
q [ ;f AR g
Bt f s
%gf;z L1 [i }El ik il i
E SR RR AT IAR AR
Do(RelE e (KT s *
29 | 207 |82 00 (812,006 | 81,872 %0 5 | 92,20 25 | 92,574 | 347,000 80
82 | 207 %w‘m.&i';,mw b ';,nmm ‘i,m ¥ 196 68
)| 31{216 | 200 18,302 2,171 00| 858 | 2,507 00 | 4,182 | 77,670 75
| 24178 | 200 | 8,448 1,66690| 519 | 2,738 00 | 3,126 | 57,208 88
24125 (200 | 6.000 ‘67890 | 236 | 1,113 00| 1,278 | 23,827 06 |
100 200 4,200 41900 146, 68800 789 | 15,449 50
97 |200| 2,716 8 00| 103| 48000 560 10,716 02
3|26 200 5,016 88290 | 506 | 1,448 00| 1,65 | 30,212 90
206 (200 | 5,616 48200 172 | 79100 | 904 | 16,974 00 ‘
8182 /1 200| 2,012 2418 | 83| 90000( 453 935448
230 |200| 5980 52880 183 | 86300 992 | 16,113 64
22 (200 1,38 5280 | 22 ST00| 102 1,921 80
170 200 | 1,360 7140| 26| 11800| 134| 2201 90 85 ... |-
| 231 (200 | 5,544 62380 219 | 1,02100 | 1,171 | 2140980 | 50 |- [
{ 264|200 5200 356 00| 194) 58500 | 671 | 12,458 81| 898 |..|.
' Totals,| 251 [..ccoec]crviene .| $93,986 |$11,070 10 | §9,008 | 817,680 25 | 822,557 | 8418,087 67 | 18,400 2

There merous other small mines in this operated prineipally du the winter, em-
ploying .S.f'n? ?0 miners, with an output of about !i';}“,nw, bushels dnlr’-lr:g last ¥ , ﬂ" i

www.kansasmemory.org/item/210191 ~ Page 282/6192
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

State inspector of coal minesreports
&4

THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 49

CONDITION OF MINES IN CHEROKEE COUNTY.

. CHEROKEE COAL AND MINING CO0.8 MINE

| Is a steam plant, located at Cherokee, on the main line of the Kansas City,
Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad, 400 feet south of the Crawford county line,
and is equipped with a 10-foot ventilating fan, built by a Parsons, Kansas,
firm, which furnishes an ample supply of air, The mine was found in very
good condition, employing 24 miners, including boys, and 10 day hands,
including engineer, blacksmith, carpenters, and topmen. Average number
of days worked in year, 264.

KANSAS AND TEXAS COAL CO.

Mine No. 5 is a steam plant, located immediately south of Weir City, and
is connected with the Cherryvale branch of the Kansas City, Fort Seott &
Gulf Railroad, and the Pittsburg and Columbus branch of the St. Louis &
San Francisco Railway. This mine is ventilated by the pioneer ventilating
fan of Kansas, being the first one constructed in the State, and was erected
by my predecessor while in charge of the Kansas and Texas Coal Co.’s mines.
The fan furnishes a plentiful supply of air. This has been a very extensive
‘mine, having been one of the largest producing mines of the State, but owing
to the territory being nearly worked out, was operated only a part of 1887,
being idle in the summer. Owing to the coal being near the surface, the
roof in several portions of the mine is poor, resulting in a great many cave-
holes, allowing the surface-water, during heavy rains, to pour into the mine,
which keeps the road-ways wet, muddy, and in very bad condition, also re-
sulting in some injurious effect to the sanitary condition of the mine. I
|| have had no complaints from the mine, and consider it in a fair condition.
There are employed 110 miners, including boys, and 22 day hands, includ-
ing engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and topmen, working an average of
125 days during the year.

Mine No. 7 was a steam plant, located within the city limits of Weir City,
having railroad connection with the Cherryvale branch of the Kansas City,
Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad. The mine was ventilated by a Crawford &
MeCrimmin 10-foot ventilating fan, being the first fan of this make erected
in the State. Owing to the coal territory belonging to this mine being nearly
worked out at the time of my first visit, it was found in very poor condi-
tion as regards drainage, but as it was about to be abandoned, and after
consultation with a committee of the miners, I did not consider it to the
benefit of any concerned to compel the company to rectify the grievances
complained of, there being no danger to the miners, but only inconvenience.
The mine was finally worked out and abandoned in August,1887. The
number of miners employed, including boys, was 65, and day hands, includ-
ing engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and topmen, 21. Average number
of days worked in the year, 100.

Mine No. 16 was opened by horse power, and afterwards steam was sub-

SR
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stituted. The mine is located near the Weir City zinc smelter, and is con-
nected by switch with the Pittsburg and Columbus branch of the St. Louis
& San Francisco Railway. The shaft was not sunk with a view of making
an extensive mine, as they had but a limited amount of coal territory to
work out, therefore no elaborate equipment was erected and was not suffi-
ciently developed to require inspection. I have received no complaints
therefrom. The mine was worked part of five months of the year, employ-
ing 39 miners, including boys, and 14 day hands, including engineer, black-
smith, carpenter, and topmen. The average number of days worked during
the year was 97. At this mine the miners are paid by the box instead of
by the bushel, receiving 35 cents per box. Wm. Barrett, pit boss,

KEITH & PERRY COAL CO.

Mine No. 2 is a steam plant, located west of Weir City, and is connected
by switch with the Cherryvale branch of the Kansas City, Fort Scott &
Gulf Railroad. It was sunk, equipped and is now operated by William
Hamilton sr., he putting the coal on the cars for Keith & Perry at a stated
price per bushel. During 1887 Mr. Hamilton increased his boiler capacity
by the addition of one boiler for the purpose of furnishing steam power for
a new engine, located underground, to run a cable line for hauling coal
from the workings to the shaft bottom. While the principle is similar to
other rope systems of hauling, yet the design of the machinery connected
with this improvement is original with Mr. Hamilton, it having been builg
by the Joplin Foundry and Machine Shop under the directions of Mr. Ham-
ilton. When this machinery was first put in it was predicted by a great
many that it would be a failure, but is now conceded to be a perfect success,
resulting in & cheapening of the hauling of coal in this mine. Although
oceasioning a great expense at first, it will be productive of good returns
for the money laid out. The mine is ventilated by a furnace which has not
at all times given perfect satisfaction, and Mr. Hamilton contemplates the
erection of a ventilating fan to replace it. I have had no complaints there-
from, and consider the mine in fair condition. There were employed 105
miners, including boys, and 24 day hands, including engineers, blacksmiths,
carpenters, and topmen, working an average of 176 days during the year.
With the assistance of his son and Mr. A. Norton, Mr. Hamilton manages
his own mine.

Mine No. 4 is a steam plant, located about one-half mile north of Weir
City, on the Cherryvale branch of the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf
Railroad. This mine is ventilated by a ten-foot fan built by a Parsons
firm, On vigiting the mine, I found that the fan, owing to faulty rope con-
nections with the engine furnishing power to run the same, was not being
run at a sufficient rate of speed to furnish enough ventilation for the re-
quirements of the mine. The attention of the pit boss was called to this
fact and the defects were speedily remedied, so that the fan is now run at a
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greater rate of speed and has sufficient capacity to furnish an ample supply
of air if properly conducted and distributed to all the workings and rami-
fications of the mine. On examining the mine, the ventilation was found
to be faulty in several places, principally at the heads of entries, for the
lack of break-throughs being nearenough to the heads of entries. Irequested
the pit boss to have some doors put up instead of screens, and improve the
ventilation to such an extent as would make the mine more generally in a
healthy condition, which request was complied with as soon as possible, and
at my subsequent visit I found the ventilation mugh improved. There were
employed 105 miners, including boys, and 31 day hands, including engi-
neers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and topmen. Average number of days
worked in year, 216.

Mine No. 2-B is a steam plant, located near Scammonville, on a switch
connecting with the main line of the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Rail-
road. This is one of the largest producing coal mines in the State, and is
also one of the best conducted. It was ventilated by one of the largest and
best construeted furnaces in the State, which has been replaced by a four-
teen-foot fan built by Wm. M. Larkie, of Joplin, Mo. This mine has four
separate openings. Two of the openings used are downcast, one is an up-
cast, and the fourth is a traveling-way or escapement shaft. In the latter
part of 1887, this plant was burned down, and as the coal had been pretty
nearly all mined out of the territory adjacent on the south side of the
shaft, it was deemed advisable to sink another opening, to be used as the
hoisting-shaft, at the head of the workings on the north side where they
had an abundance of territory, to which place they moved and erected all
of the plant not destroyed at the other opening. This last opening, it might
be said, was sunk at the head of the dip workings, thereby enabling them to
bring the coal from the mine workings to the shaft down hill instead of
pulling it up hill, which they had to do at the old shaft. This diminished
the cost of hauling to a profitable degree. The mine was found in very
fair condition, and I have had no complaints therefrom. There were em-
ployed 90 miners, including boys, and 31 day hands, including engineer,
blacksmiths, earpenters, and topmen, working an average of 207 days in
the year.

Mine No. 8-B is a steam plant, located one mile southwest of Scammon-
ville, and is connected by switch with the main line of the Kansas City,
Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad. This mine was ventilated by a small but well-
constructed furnace, which was at the time of its erection amply sufficient
for all ventilating purposes, but on the mine being developed to a large ex-
tent, it was found inadequate, and deemed advisable to replace it with a 10-foot
ventilating fan, which has been erected. The mine was found well venti-
lated, and in a generally fair condition, employing 100 miners, including
boys, and 32 day hands, including engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, and
topmen, working an average of 207 days in the year.
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WEIR BROTHERS' MINE

Is a horsepower plant, located in Weir City, connected with the Cherry-
vale branch of Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad. This mine is
one of the oldest in the county, but has been developed but very little com-
pared with its age, it being operated principally in the winter months. At
the time of my visit the mine was at a stand-still, but has since resumed
operations. [ have no complaints from it. It is ventilated by a furnace of
rude construction, although furnishing a sufficient quantity of air for the
limited number of men usually employed therein. There are employed 24
miners, including boys, and 8 day hands, including blacksmiths, carpenters,
and topmen, working an average of 182 days in year.

PARSONS COAL CO.,

(James Dennis, Receiver,) is a steam plant, located one and one-half miles
north of Weir City, connected by switch with the Cherryvale branch of the
Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad, and is ventilated by a 9-foot fan,
built by a Parsons ( Kansas) firm. This mine is equipped with a very fair
plant, but on account of litigation, has probably not done as much work as
it would have done had no legal complications arisen. The mine was found
to be in fair condition, but had not complied with the law as to a second
opening, but Mr. Dennis, the receiver, promised upon my demand to pro-
ceed at once to sink one. There were employed 40 miners, including boys,
and 13 day hands, including engineer, blacksmith, carpenters, and topmen.
Average number of days worked in year, 216. Peter White, pit boss.

WEIR CITY COAL CO.,

( R. Bennett, Superintendent,) is a steam plant of small construction, located
immediately south of Weir City, connected with the Cherryvale branch of
the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad. This mine is ventilated by
a furnace of very rude construction, it being nothing more nor less than a
fire built in the center of the air-way leading to the air-shaft. It was found
entirely inadequate for the ventilation of the mine. The mine generally
was in a very poor and unhealthy condition. I requested Mr. Bennett, the
superintendent, to have erected either a furnace or put in a fan. The latter he
agreed to do, and has since done so, with sufficient capacity to furnish all
the air necessary for the requirements of the mine, if properly distributed.
T have had no further complaint from this mine. There were employed 46
miners, including boys, and 13 day hands, ineluding engineers, blacksmiths,
carpenters, and topmen. Average number of days worked during year, 216,

COLUMBUS COAL COMPANY
Iz a steam plant, located on the main line of the Kansas City, Fort Seott
& Gulf Railroad, three and one-half miles north of Columbus, and is ven-
tilated by a furnace, which supplies the necessary amount of air. At the
time of my first visit the mine was temporarily closed, this suspension being
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brought about by a fire which existed, originating from spontaneous com-
bustion in the gob from elack coal deposited therein, resulting from the
screening or riddling of the coal by the miner before being sent out, this
being the only mine in the State where the coal is screened in the mine.
My predecessor informed me that he had suggested to the management some
time previous to the breaking out of the fire to send out the slack with the
lump coal and sereen it on the surface, as he feared that this accumulation
of so much slack coal mixed in the gob would result in a fire from spon-
taneous combugtion, which might probably put them to great expense. This
suggestion was not acted upon, and his fears were verified. It became neces-
sary to wall and hermetically seal that portion of the mine where the fire
originated, thus resulting in a great expense and a suspension of operations
for a considerable length of time. Upon a subsequent visit the mine was
found well ventilated and in a generally fair condition, but the fire was still
in existence, which has prevented the development of that portion of the
mine, temporarily at least. The pit boss, Chris. Newland, together with the
superintendent, Mr. Wilson, have exercised good judgment and taken every
precaution to protect the health and safety of their miners. They employed
last year 39 miners, including boys, and 13 day hands, including engineers,
blacksmiths, carpenters, and topmen, working an average of 230 days in
the year.
THE NORTON COAL COMPANY

Is a horsepower plant, located at Scammonville. It is ventilated by a fur-
nace, and is worked on the single-entry system. This mine is connected by
a switch with the main line of the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Rail-
road. The mine is in fair condition, and I have received no complaints
regarding it as to insufficient ventilation, etc. It employed, in 1887, 46
miners, including boys, and 12 day hands, including blacksmiths, carpenters,
and topmen, working an average of 150 days during the year.

GEORGE ROBINSON'S COAL SHAFT
It a horsepower plant, located three miles north of Columbus, with a trade
purely local. Tt is ventilated by a furnace, supplying sufficient air. The
mine is worked principally by members of his own family during the win-
ter months, and being practical miners, they are amply able to take care of
themselves, so far as maintaining the mine in a healthy condition is con-
cerned. Number of miners, 3; day hands, 2, working 170 days during the
year,
OSTHOFF BROZ’ MINE

Is a horsepower plant, located three miles north of Columbus, with a loeal
trade. The mine is ventilated by a furnace, and is worked principally by
owners, employing 3 miners and 2 day hands, working 228 days during the
year,

There are several other small mines in the county, which are worked
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LEAVENWORTH COUNTY COAL MINING.

The Leavenworth county coal field, though now known to be quite exten-
sive, requires a large capital for its development, because of the great depth
at which the coal is reached, and the mines are not so numerous as they
would be if the vein was nearer the surface. There are at present but three
mines in the county —the Leavenworth Coal Company and the Riverside
Coal Company in the city of Leavenworth, and the mine at Lansing operated
by the Kuansas State Penitentiary. It was thought for a long time after the
Leavenworth Coal Company’s mine had reached coal that the field extended
over but a small area, but about eight years ago the Penitentiary chaft was
sunk to a vein of coal, thaught by a few to be the same vein worked by the
1 Leavenworth shaft, but the two shafts being five miles apart, it could not

generally be believed by the people of Leavenworth city or county that the
Leavenworth vein extended to Lansing, although to the practical eye every
indication showed it to be the scame. By reason of this latter theory another
shaft was sunk, in 1887, between the Leavenworth and Penitentiary shafts,
which pierced the same vein at comparatively the same depth, passing
through almost identically the same strata from the surface to the coal, thus
verifying the belief of all practical men, and convincing the most skeptical
that this coal field was of larger area than was at one time generally be-
lieved. Since the successful completion of this new mine the interest in the
coal deposits of Leavenworth county has been revived, and in consequence
several new corporations have been organized, preparatory to the sinking
of more shafts in the near future.
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*Worked entirely by convicts,

+Commenced hoisting coal October 13, 1887, Worked eontinuously from that time till end of year,
except one week idle by reason of strike of miners. Large proportion of day hands to number of
miners caused by construction.
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i REPORT OF MINES IN LEAVENWORTH COUNTY.
5 LEAVENWORTH COAL COMPANY.

This shaft is located on the United States Government Reservation, near
the ity of Leavenworth, and eclose to the Missouri river. The mine plant
is the most elaborate and extensive in the State, if not in the West. [Itis
equipped with a pair of double engines on the first motion, having eylinders
36 by B0 inches coupled to a drum 16 feet in diameter for hoisting the coal
and debris from the mine, The cages in this mine are double-decked and
bring up out of the shaft two cars on a deck, each car having a eapacity of
sixteen bushels, making the total amount hoisted at each winding sixty-four
bushels of eighty pounds each. The time required to start and land the
cage from a depth of seven hundred and twenty-five feet, is thirty seconds.
The cables used in this shaft are made of the best English crucible steel,
and are 1% inches in diameter. The mine iz ventilated by a twenty-five-
foot ventilating fan built by Crawford & MeCrimmin, Brazil, Ind., being the
largest fan in operation in the State. This fan runs at the rate of thirty-
five revolutions per minute, and furnishes all the air required in the mine.
The mine having been in operation for so long a time, it is necessarily very
extensive, requiring the use of a cable line inside of the mine to haul the
coal from the working-faces to the bottom of the shaft, a distance of nearly
a mile. Quite an addition to this cable line has been made during the past
year, which, though expepsive, is undoubtedly a source of great saving to
the company, making this mine the largest and best equipped in the West.
The power operating this hauling machinery is transmitted by cable from
a pair of 12 by 16-inch cylinder engines located on the surface, but some-
time in the near future the company eontemplates changing this by placing
the power underground, which will be a move in the right direction. Asis
customary with this company, every year numerous other additions and im-
provements are added to the plant, among the latest of which are a mechan-
ical device for loading box cars with coal, doing away with a large amount
of hand-labor ‘and handling the coal much speedier. Mr. J. E. Carr, the
Superintendent of the mine, is to be eongratulated upon the success which
has attended his every effort to handle and prepare coal by mechanical
means, many of which are his own invention, being the result of a long and
intelligent experience in and around coal mines. T might go on and enu-
merate many other good qualities of this mine, but deem it unnecessary.
Suffice it to say, that I am unable to see in what way the management could
be improved upon.

PENITENTIARY COAL SHAFT

Is owned by the State of Kansas, and located at the State Penitentiary,
Lansing, Leavenworth county, Kansas, having connection with the Union
Pacific, the Wyandotte, Kansas City & Northwestern, and the Leavenworth,
Northern & Southern branch of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fé Rail-
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road. This is the second largest producing mine of the State, and has been
a source of great revenue, being worked entirely by convict labor. The
equipment of this mine is first class in every respect. It is equipped with a
pair of 14-inch by 24-inch cylinder engines, on the second motion, coupled
to a drum twelve feet in diameter. The cages used are single-decked, hold-
ing two cars having a capacity of sixteen bushels each, and can be started
and landed from a depth of seven hundred and thirty feet in thirty-five
seconds, which furnishes the mine with ample facilities for an output of
10,000 bushels per day. It has two openings, one being used for hoisting
coal only, the other for hoisting men, water, and debris. The mine is ven-
tilated by a 15-foot ventilating fan of the very best construction, built by a
firm in Pennsylvania, who have the reputation of manufacturing the best
quality of that kind of machinery. The management of the mine, from
breaking ground to the present day, has been in the hands of Mr. Oscar F.
Lamm, superintendent, a gentleman who, I may say, has no superior in
his profession, and this statement is borne out by the fact that the mine is
in every particular in first-class condition, having large and spacious air-
ways, and an abundance of fresh, pure air conveyed to its every part. Nu-
merous improvements have been added during the past year, among which
are additional screening facilities, for screening and preparing different
grades of ceal.
THE RIVERSIDE COAL MINE.

This is a new shaft, sunk in the year 1887, and located in South Leaven-
worth, being connected by a switch, built by the mining company, with the
different lines of railway centering in Leavenworth. This shaft is a splen-
did exemplification of what can be done by push and energy, coupled with
a perfect knowledge of the profession. The first shovelful of dirt was taken
out on the 17th day of January, 1887, by John R. Braidwood, superintend-
ent, and in just eight months from that day coal was reached, 720 feet below
the surface. The plans upon which the work was done, and in fact, all the
plans and drawings of the mine and its buildings, were executed by Mr.
Braidwood, and are models of simplicity, while at the same time everything
is of the most solid construction. The entire equipment of the mine is first

class in every particular, the management having spared no expense to make

it a model plan't. It is equipped with a pair of 14 by 24-inch cylinder en-
gines, on the second motion, of 100-horse power, coupled by two 24-inch
pinions to a drum 14 feet in diameter, for hoisting the coal and debris from
the mine. The cable used in this shaft is one and one-half inches in diam-
eter, and is made of the best English erucible steel. The cages are single
decked, each holding two cars with a capacity of 16 bushels each, enabling
them to bring to the top 10,000 bushels of coal per day. The mine is venti-
lated by a 15-foot ventilating fan of the very best construction, located about
70 feet from the air-shaft, forcing the air through a tunnel to the same, and
farnishing a bountiful supply for all purposes. There were employed, ufter
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;:);I] r:aa bl:nched, 40 miners and 40 day hands, the large number of day
e s ;lg due to .I:he construction constantly going on until the end of
s“ yeu;.‘r.l : he proprietors of this mine are to be congratulated upon the
temu ;‘tna of wl;sl. was deemed by a great many a venturesome en [
i €y were fortunate in securing at the st h i :
i Ay ke b g e start t e services of Mr.
gl pmressio;: intendent, this gentleman having no superior in

e e e
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(
< LINN COUNTY COAL MINING.

As yet but little capital has been employed in the coal industry of this
county, but the energetic business men resident therein are realizing the
great deposits of fuel beneath the surface of their county, and are taking
the necessary steps for successful development. Hon. B, F. Blaker, of
Pleasanton, associated with other gentlemen, has taken a deep interest in

| the matter, and the company with which he is connected has sunk a shaft
and equipped a plant with all the modern improvements. There is every
reason to believe that in the near future this will be one of the large coal-
producing counties of the State. I desire to state in this connection, that
the output of strip coal for this county in 1887 should read 175,000 bushels
instead of 25,000 bushels, as given in the statistics of this report.

LINN COUNTY COAL MINES.

- E igh; ;jh."\g a?‘—. ag"s% wgr:{ ”.5
BIE (B3 |N3 BYE \BD80 % | §F dew |y
ray (33 (F% | P18 EF (2% 58 | 83 | ;]
(28 (8BS B0 égig"~ 8f | ‘
4 3?‘55‘252 Religl3d | B2 | 1%
eyl LR Y
75000 5| 4 | 83,000 4 ' ..“ 75
83,000 6| 4 | 3,30 | 4 .| 85
. F. Bell,...w.. 50000 8| 4 | 200/ 2 2%
Linn Co. Coal Co.. | 35000 12| &5 | 1,750| 9 36
E.C. Kennison..... Prescott........ 15,000 | 4 [ 4} | 65| 1 20
Thos. Manchester,| LaCygpe...... 52,000 | 10| 4| 3,20| 2 | 0
o, e AR 810,000 | 45 |.....| }18,985 | 22 |.. | 301

There are a number of other small mines in the county, worked principally in the winter months,

employing 25 men, with an output last year of 75,000 bushels.
CONDITION OF MINES IN LINN COUNTY.
THOMAS MANCHESTER'S

Is a horsepower plant, located at La Cygne, without railroad connection,
the trade being entirely local. It is ventilated by a furnace, and has two
openings. This mine is operated principally in the winter months, and is
generally found in fair condition, employing 10 miners, including boys, and
2 day hands, who worked an average number of 220 days during the year.

LINN COUNTY COAL CO.
Was formerly a horsepower, but is now equipped with a steam plant, and is
located one mile north of Pleasanton, on the main line of the Kansas City,
Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad, connected therewith by switch. It does both
a local and shipping business. The mine is ventilated by a furnace, and is
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being developed on the long-wall eystem, which has proven itself to be the
most practicable for that particular vein of coal. So far this mine has been
developed on a small scale, but every preparation has been made to open
and operate extensively. The mine is in very good condition, and promises
to be a good investment for the stockholders. It employed last year 12
miners, ineluding boys, and 5 day hands, working only 20 days after the
steam plant was put in, to January 1, 1888,

E. 0. KENNISON'S
Is a horsepower plant, located near Prescott, with no railroad connection,
having nothing but a local trade. The mine is ventilated by a furnace, and
has two openings. It is in excellent condition, employing from 2 to 6
miners, and 1 day hand, who worked an average number of 100 days dur-
ing the year.
T. W. GAGE’S

Is a horsepower plant, located seven miles east of LaCygne, without rail-
road connection, the trade being entirely local. The mine is ventilated by
a furnace, has two openings, and is maintained in fair condition. It em-
ployed 5 miners and 3 day hands, who worked an average number of 175
days during the year.

KESSLER'S SHAFT
Is a horsepower plant, located seven miles east of LaCygne, without rail-
road connection. The mine has two openings, and is ventilated by & fur-
nace. It is kept in fair condition, and employs 7 miners and 3 day hands,
who worked last year an average number of 175 days.

8. Cowrrr, GroreeE Wyant, Mis. Forp, J. Hart, Davip Epes, and
James F. Bery, each have small mines produeing from 3,000 to 15,000
bushels annually. There are in addition to these, several other small mines
in the county, upon which no comment is necessary. Their trade is entirely
local, the mines being operated principally in the winter months. The in-
ereased railroad facilities which the county has secured within the past
year, will greatly aid in the future more extended development of the coal-
fields of Linn county.
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BOURBON COUNTY COAL MINING.

This at one time was one of the principal eoal-producing counties of the
State, largely from its surface mines, but owing to the county’s rich agri-
cultural resources and the attention of its citizens being directed more in
that channel, and also to the opening of mines in adjoining counties, thus
affording them cheap coal, the coal interests of Bourbon county were for a
number of years allowed to slumber; but owing to the superior quality of
the Bourbon county coal, it being the best for general purposes found within
a radius of several hundred miles, a new interest has been revived within
the past year, and prospecting has been going on all over the county, by an
organized effort of the citizens and eapitalists of the county, with the result
of swelling the output for the year 1887 to 1,000,000 bushels, which is a
large increase over that of several previous years, and gives the promise of
an increase of much greater proportions in the future. This coal has been
produced wholly from strip and drift openings, there being numerous small
drifts in the vicinity of Fort Scott, the largest being operated by T. H.
Smallwood, one mile east; Reed & Sproal, two and one-half miles east, and
Thurston & Knight, two miles northeast of Fort Scott; these, with the other
drift mines, employing about 75 miners and 10 day hands, and the trade
being principally local and the drifts being without railroad connection,
employment is also given to a large number of teams, especially during the
winter months. The surface or strip coal also gives employment to a num-
ber of farmers and their teams during the winter.
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COAL MINES OF OTHER COUNTIES.

The coal fields of this county are located a few miles from Thayer, in the
western part of the county, and running over into Wilson county. These
openings are all drifts, developed in a very crude manner, the work being
carried on altogether on the long-wall system. There are a great many
drifts in this field, each producing a small amount of coal, in no case work-
ing more than three or four miners, but producing in the aggregate 750,000
bushels of coal last year, sold principally at the mouths of the drifts, and
giving employment to 175 miners, and day hands in proportion, principally
during the winter months. The coal production of this county has never
been extensive, but & number of the energetic business men of the county
did a great deal of prospecting in 1887, and while the production will prob-
ably never be of mammoth proportions, yet it will be of greater extent than
heretofore, and it is to be hoped will justify the efforts made by these gen-
tlemen.

) . REPUBLIC AND CLOUD COUNTIES.

This coal field is situated in the northern part of Cloud and southern part
of Republic counties, the mining operations being carried on at and near
the town of Minersville, These fields, the quality of coal, etc., were fully
deseribed by my predecessor, as will be seen by reference to another portion
of this report. The mines are not of sufficient maguitude to be described
separately and in detail. They consist of slopes and shafts operated in
rather a crude manner. A new mine, however, was opened in the latter
part of 1887 that is a great improvement over previous developments, and
we hope to see still greater improvements made during the coming year,
thus advancing the coal interests of that section. The names of parties
operating these mines are as follows: 8. T. Curtis, one slope and one shaft;
Charles Marray, two shafts; John Richardson, one slope; Alex. Hender-
son, one shaft; Samuel P. Linn, one slope; the total produetion from these
mines in 1887 being 200,000 bushels, employing 50 miners, and day hands

in proportion.
1 The coal deposits of Jewell county are a part of this field, but nothing
was done during the past year.

‘* NEOSHO COUNTY.

COFFEY COUNTY.

I did not visit the mines of Coffey county, as there were only two in the
county, and these idle most of the year, producing in the aggregate but
17,000 bushels of coal and employing a limited number of miners.
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FRANKLIN COUNTY COAL MINING,.

; While the coal field of Franklin county is known as one of the oldest in
the State, yet as large developments as the field demands have not been car-
ried on. For a number of years previous to 1887 the attention of coal-men
b had been called to other and more productive fields, but a new interest has
| been revived in the matter by the enterprising business men of the county
awakening to the fact that their coal field is & valuable one, and will amply
repay extended development. The principal mine of this county is owned
by J. H. Ransom, and is located at Ransomville, on the Burlington branch
i of the Southern Kansas Railway, having railroad connection therewith. It
is a horsepower plant, and is ventilated by a furnace. The mine has two
openings, and is a model plant of its kind, the owner sparing no expense or
labor, and taking advantage of all the modern improvements incident to
this plan of hoisting coal, in order to maintain its high standard. The
underground working of this mine is conducted on the long-wall system,
i which is carried out to perfection, making it a first-class mine. This is
i practically the only mine fully developed and deserving of extended mention [
in the county. It gave employment last year to 50 miners, including boys,
and 3 day hands, who worked an average number of 233 days, getting out
352,000 bushels of coal.
There are several other small mines, consisting of drifts and shafts, in the
vicinity of Ransomville and Williamsburg, which in the aggregate employ
! about as many men during the winter months as the Ransom shaft. There
are in the vicinity of Pomona several shafts completed and in operation,
but from which no reports have reached this office except fiom the shaft of
Johnson & Dyer, a new one not sufficiently advanced for inspection. This
mine will in the near future be put in first-class shape, and is expected to be
a large producing mine for that county. It employed while in operation
last year about 10 miners.
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SHAWNEE COUNTY.

The mines in Shawnee county were pretty well worked during last year,
the output for the county being 107,000 bushels. The interest in the coal

deposits of Shawnee county has taken new life, however, and there promises "
to be developments in the near future of a more extensive character than

those heretofore existing. There were employed during the year 35 miners

and 7 day hands. +

RUSSELL, ELLSWORTH AND LINCOLN COUNTIES.

i 8 From information obtained, there were no new developments in the coal
i fields of these counties during the year 1887, but there are indications of
: an increased local demand for this coal that will necessitate the working of
the existing mines on a larger scale or the opening of new ones. There
were employed in these counties during the year 1887, 47 miners and 7 day
hands.

AT e A 11 T AL

v o A T ——
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S

COAL MINED IN KANSAS IN 1887.

The following statement shows the amount of coal, in bushels, which has
been mined in Kansas during the past year:

Counties, Bushels.
R R e P A S e T U R R A T AT R T 250,060
L T e e e e e R R L L e
A R e R T R T T 17,000
e A RO e R e SR R e R R R 8,041,225
T RS S S S S S R e S 75,000
S R e N T e A e I e S R, R S 562,000
LB B WOTEE ..o\ o cvvsnesvrsnsrss snss sioeasni sasbasis suis trananesnein 4,352,018
BRI T S Y e R R e e e R A e 885,000
R e R L T T L L i 73,000
e L R T e e I R N S TR LR R AL 750,000
Osage........ L L e e e U T e R
Republic and €1oad. ... ... ....ooimnansiiiniiiiimri s e e 200,000
et T R e R G R SR T Y g e e e T 3,000
T S P e R 107,000

e e S B A e R e T e P RS 34,476,985

STRIP COAL IN KANsAs 1N 1887.
Coundies. Bushels.

L e e S e e S S L e 750,000
R R U o S S S L P R G SR S LY 800,000
R A e L
R R e R Y T e L UL REREER A 150,000
e LD I P e T R T 1 150,000
TR R E SR DR GOS0 ST AR PR S S D e gL 25,000
OBIEO oo =i os trebrrseviisanbbanihaiarisbasanhatarcoctabdi iibiaaiaie 600,000
All other connties in the Btate. ... ....cvveveeriioienscn i iias 800,000

N e e S e T

RECAPITULATION.
Bushels.

Coal mined in Kansas in 1887 ........c0vivvsrvinsrees iasnsnessnessess OH476,985
Strip coal in Kansas in 1887.. ........coviieaiiiiiiiiiiiiianiaean e 4,775,000

Total coal output for 1887..... ... .. ccimiii i iaiianiiins 89,251,985
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LEAD AND ZINC MINES IN KANSAS.

This industry, which is confined to the southeastern portion of the State,
was in & very prosperous condition during the entire year of 1887. The l
shipments from Galena for the year were 32,000 tons of zinc ore, and
1,600,000 pounds of lead ore. This interest gives employment to a large
number of men, and represents a large amount of money invested. The in-
dustry is comparatively in its early youth, but the operators are continually
developing new fields and extending old ones, and there can be no doubt
that it will in time grow to large proportions. I had often promised myself
i at each visit to this section of the State to make an extended tour of these
| mines, but in every instance was compelled to defer it for lack of time. The
i B industry is of such magnitude and of such importance to the State that,
g ! though not entirely within my official sphere, I should have liked to give
i it an extended notice; but without the necessary statistics, and the facts
i obtained by a personal investigation, am unable to do more than refer to it
o ! in this most cursory manner.
b A portion of the product of the mines is shipped to Pittsburg and Weir 5|
i i City, Kansas, where there are a number of extensive smelting works, and “
b prepared for shipment. These also give employment to a large number of

;if :;. it
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