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AUSTIN'S RANCH,

sheep of high grades. His losses have not amounted to one-half
of one per cent. His clip of wool averages 6 pounds per I.Jead.

He gives his flocks intelligent care, and has determined to
convince the eastern wool buyers that Colorado can and does'pro-
duce as good, strong and ¢/earter wool than other favored sections.
He believes wool should be purchased according to quality, not
locality. He is prepared to furnish good 5rades to those who wish
to engage in the business.. Mr. Austin visited various States and
sections of country, and finally selected, this point in preference to
all others, and his is a marked success. There is the same order
and system in his business that a merchant would prac':tice, and his
profits are entirely satisfactory. We travel several miles eastward
and are still on Austin’s Ranch. .

We pass Jimmy’s camp ranch on the old Santa Fé m.i!.
Muskets and hatchets and cooking utensils are yet found along this
trail—relics of pioneer life. Here and there a board marks the
grave of some brave-hearted pioneer; a marble monument would
not render the sleeper a whit-happier or better.

The Big Corral is the head of a wide valley, bounded on the
east and north by abrupt bluffs ‘seamed by cafions where little
streams find an outlet into the valley, and on the west by gently
undulating hills in which are two veins of valulable coal, aggregat-
ing 16 feet in thickness. The upper vein is being worked, and we
make our way down an angle of about 20° northwar_d., wa.lk;mg
upright, with coal above us and beneath us, and on either side.
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MONUMENT PARK,

Park. This should be called The Purks Among the Monuments,
There are numerous prairie glades surrounded by rocky hills or
buttes, which are covered with pine trees, among which stand the
Monuments. In too many of the pictures these Monuments are
made to stand bare and bald,whereas, in fact, their green surround-
ings gives us the idea of a beautiful ornamented cemetery of a
city. At the foot of a butte a cluster of monuments is seen.
Higher up on the side another cluster, suggestive that here is the
burial place of a family of giants. The tops of several are often
covered with a hard flat rock, with openings in the softer rock be-
neath. The sides are worn into curious shapes by the action of
wind and the dissolving atmosphere. 1In a few instances the roof
work has fallen off, and the monuments are cone shaped. How
many thousands, perhaps millions of years have these monuments
been standing? Let the geologist answer.

We spend the day in this fairy land traveling many miles in al}
conceivable directions along the grassy glens, avoiding the rocky
ridges between, and at night stop at Teachouts’ Ranch, which isa
part of the Park. Here is a post office, Edgerton, and only a few
steps from the track of the Rio Grande Railroad. Itis quite a resort,
both summer and winter. Such sweet mew milk and goblets of
cream and delicious butter as the guests obtain at this cattle ranch
is full compensation for the interruption to the morning nap by the
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TEACHOUT'S RANCH.
lowing of thirty or forty cows and the bawling of as many calves.
We thought there were thirty or forty hundred of each, sounding
all the notes of the gamut, especially the dase. This is a good in-
vention to induce early rising. A three hours ride of fifteen
miles among cultivated fields and seeing a few very uninviting look-
ing ranches or farm houses, passing the village of Monument, where
there are several newly built unpainted houses, and we are at ihe
summit of the Divide, at the Lake. If this lake could only be
moved to Manitou and outfitted with boats, what a source of pleas-
“ure it would be to those guests who annually assemble there. This
lake is about one-half mile long by one-fourth of a mile wide, and
is said to be very deep in places. Here thick ice can always be cut
in winter.

Going eastward a f2w miles from this lake will take the tourist
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CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

The public schools of Denver are the pride and ornament of
“the city and the State. Prof. Aaron Gove says:

“The public school system of Denver is administered by a
Board of Education composed of six members elected from the
city at large. Two are elected annually; they hold .oﬂice three
years. The system is young, vigorous, and highly pn%ed by tl:m
people. It comprises a course, of twelve years' instruction, four in
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the Tmary, four in the grammar and four in the high schocl.
The latter is located in the central building, includes a thorough
preparatory college course as well as a college course. It possesses
 the largest and best selected public library in the State of upwards
of 1,000 volumes; a complete philosophical apparatus, and a
chemical laboratory fitted well with all requisite instruments and
LR chemicals for practical work in qualitative and quantitative analysis,
i A valuable mineralogical collection for use of classes in work is
also well cared for in the museum of the school.”

In scholarship the classes of this school are confessedly equal
to parallel classes in old eastern cities as is demonstrated by the
standing of those who have joined from the east. No admissions
are permitted except after a careful and severe examination. The
primary and grammar schools are well graded and present annually
a large class for entrance to the high school. The system is a unit
from the first to the twelfth A grade. ;
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COLORADO BUSINESS COLLEGE.

All moneys expended in Denver for public education have been
given directly from the pockets of the people. Noassistance from
the general government has heretofore been received. Property to
the value of $15,000 now belongs to the School Board, and $40,-
ooo is expended annually for the running expenses.

The school census of East Denver, i e between six and
twenty-one years of age is 3,000. Of these 2,100 are enrolled in
the schools and 1,650 are in daily attendance, and North Denver
adds to this number of children about 400.” _

The progress made by the pupils is said to compare favorably
with any other. It is claimed also that children in this climate are
capable of greater mental exertion than those living in the valleys
of the great rivers, and on the Atlantic coast. This should induce
people who send children away from home for education to note
the fact that Colleges, Universities, Academies, &c., &c., are be-
ing established in Colorado where many facilities are found not
common elsewhere.

A southern statesman was once traveling in New England in
company with Daniel Webster. Seeing the barren appearance of
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~ DENVER COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE.

the country and the small corn stalks, he asked:  What do you
raise in this country, eny kow, Mr. Webster ?” The eagle eye of
the New England statesman flashed with pride as he smilingly

answered, ‘‘Sir, we raise men.” This shall be the boast of Colo-
rado.

The Colorado Academy, and Business College, on the corner
of Sixteenth and Curtis streets, is one of the institutions which will
certainly rank high in raising refined and cultivated men and
women,

The Denver Collegiate Institute is under the charge of Rev.
Joseph Brinker, a gentleman having large experience as an edu-
cator, and is very pleasantly located on the third elevation or pla-
teau upon which the city is built, surrounded by handsome resi.
dences overlooking the city between it and the Platteriver, the high-
land beyond, and the lofty Rocky Mountains in the distance.

The city proper lies on both sides of Cherry Creek, which
flows north into the Platte, and on the highlands beyond the river
are many suburban residences surrounded by acres handsomely or-
namented. Street car lines are established on a dozen or more
streets, one going north on Fifteenth street crossing the bridge over
the Platte, and where the ‘“ Holly Water Works” are located, and
thence over to the Parks and Hotels on the highlands. The first
bottom south from the Platte is about one-half mile wide ; then there
isthe second plateau about the same width and three miles long, with
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LARIMER STREET, DENVER.

- - "

www.kansasmemory.org/item/209708 ~ Page 78/110
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rambles through the great Kansasvalley, and in eastern Colorado

www.kansasmemory.org/item/209708 ~ Page 79/110
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rambles through the great Kansasvalley, and in eastern Colorado

www.kansasmemory.org/item/209708 ~ Page 80/110
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

e
Kansas Memory LSTONC

Ramblesthrough the great Kansasvalley, and in eastern Colorado

mnnm

L Mg
Eehasns emainy|

FIRST NATIONAL BANK,

point we can see the entire length of the latter, over two miles, and
looking northward we get a fine view of the highlands and moun-
tains beyond. We have seen wherewithal we might be clothed.
Traveling southward on 1 5th we shall see upon what meat those
_ Denverites do feed. Before starting we enquire the distance to
i the mountains, The answer is, twenty miles. We remember the
anecdote, and how our eyes deceive us in estimating distances, and
as we stroll along this 15th street and see on either side the piles of
venison and antelope and barrels of apples and potatoes, pears and
grapes, oranges, lemons, figs, turkeys, rabbits, grouse, pheasants,

L

dressed hogs and beef, we have some idea of a good dinner, and
f wonder whether these things can be deceptive, too. Seeing our
; host Estes, of the Wentworth, peeping around among these good

things, we are satisfied, for he knows how to satisfy the hunger of
these strangees who attempt to walk to the mountains before break-
fast, as well as all others who ramble in this tonic air, '

If a stranger would learn all about a city and its surroundings,
let him step into a real estate office, such as that of Messrs, Morgan
& French, opposite the post office, and what these reliable and
affable gentlemen cannot tell you about Denver is not worth know-
ing. In anather block, and on the corner of Arapahoe, H. Schoen-
feld, the chemist, has a neat and tidy drug store. On the next
“corner, 15th and Curtis, stands Forester's opera house, where the
charming Louisia Kellogg sang a short time ago; and where Carie
was the bird Who could sing, but wouldn’t sing, and ceuldn’t be
made to sing, and the Denverites growled like bears.
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80 RAMBLES ALONG THE KANSAS PACIFIC

We make our way straight for the dining hall of the Wentworth.
Is dinner ready? That's the question. Roast venison and beef,
stewed breast of antelope, and sometimes bear meat, with vegeta-
bles, in quantity and variety. Ah! ye nimrods, how we bless you
in our inmost—stomachs, and then—the disciples of Isaac Walton
have contributed their efforts, and we have mountain trout. Ah!
but they are delicious—we mean the trout, not the disciples.

After dinner a drive to various parts of the city, over the
smooth, hard roads, convinces us, as it will any one who visits here,
either in summer or winter, that no city on this continent possesses
greater or more varied charms, either to the visitor or fora pleasant
home, all the year round, than this city of Denver. When the great
irrigating canal is finished, and it is only a question of time, (a
company, principally of English capitalists, being already formed
and the money ready), the present population of 25,000 will scon
be doubled.

East and south of Denver the Kansas Pacific railroad owns
several hundred thousand acres of land, which is offered for sale on
long time, and at a low prices—when it is considered that this irri-
gating canal will make it all produce more and better wheat and
vegetables than any part of this continent. The Denverites are
already awake to the great importance of this enterprise, and in
anticipation of the sure results, many of her best thinking citizens
are securing some of this land.

The immense migration to Kansas along the great valley of

. her river, even to the boundary line between these two States, will

soon make all that section flow with better products than milk and

There are many beautiful thriving towns along the line of this
railroad, but the queen of them all is at the western terminus,
Denver. This irrigating canal will cross the line of this railroad
some twenty miles east of Denver, and boats, laden with the pro-
ducts of the irrigated region, will contribute their freight to the
more rapid transit of this road, both east and west and north.

All these things will tend to a more rapid development of the
rich mineral region which lies at the very door way of Denver. A
mighty tide of immigrants is already moving in this direction. No
power can stay this tide. It is coming, coming; fate has decreed

that
 Westward the Star of the Empire takes its wag.”
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AND IN EASTERN COLORADO. 81

THE KANSAS PACIFIC LANDS.

\ This book would be incomplete without a more detailed state-
; ment of the lands lying on cither side of the railroad through the
| entire length of the great and fertile Kansas Valley and the terms
on which these lands can be obtained, than is given in the pre-
ceding pages.
This railroad yet owns and offers for sale on long time and
low prices about five million six hundred thousand acres of land. ‘
This is an empire in itself, and when we. consider the mild
climate, the short winters and early spring times, the wonderful
fertility of the soil, the streams of never failing water, flowing from
higher altitudes westward toward the Rocky Mountains, and fed
by numerous springs along their courses; the superior quality of
) the building stone found at convenient distances, the nutritious
native grasses, which for ages have made this country the favorite
feeding ground for immense herds of buffalo, the peculiar adapta-
tion of both the soil and climate to the growth of the best wheat
in the world; when we consider these things, it will not be con-
sidered strange or wonderful that over one hundred thousand peo-
ple came to Kansas during the year 1877, that over 60,000 have
settled here in the first three months of this year, and that more
than 300,000 people will find pleasant homes in the State during
the year 1878.
The Kansas Valley with its tributaries is the acknowledged
superior of all others.
It will claim and receive much the largest share of immigration.
In all exhibitions of fruit Kansas has beaten the world, and it is not
in fruit alone that she excels all competitors.
What single product can be named, that is produced from the
soil by the labor and care of man, in which this State does not
excel both in quality and quantity ?
This valley, and especially the western portion, is pre-eminent-
ly the great wheat field of America. A successful wheat harvest
demands dry weather, and this being the rule here in June, July
and August, proves a blessing to this section. .
These facts and others are becoming known and admitted all
over the civilized earth. The result is, such a tide of immigrants
of the better and more intelligent class is lowing in, especially to

e
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82 RAMBLES ALONG THE KANSAS PACIFIC

this valley, as will develop the great natural resources and make of
it the garden of the continent. -

No other word or line need be written or published to induce
the settlement of this section of country. .

The flood from all the eastern States and Europe is especially
hitherward. _

No power can sweep it back. Each settler writes back to old
homes, and brothers, sisters and cousins follow.

These statements are made from no interested motives. They
are simply facts to the truth of which thousands are ready to
testify.

A few weeks ago (April 1878) the writer visited the Atlantic
coast, comparing various sections visited, with this great valley.
This new West did not suffer in these comparisons.

All along the line of the New York Central railroad there is a
lovely and highly improved country, but this valley is lovelier and
far more fertile, and it is being ornamented with orchards and
meadows, and gardens and vineyards, and wheatfields and farm-
houses, school houses, colleges and churches, villages and cities
equal to any in the old Empire State. :

Let any one interested first travel East, West, North and
South and then take the Kansas Pacific railroad at Kansas City,
and travel west up this valley, 372 miles to the State line of Colo-
rado, noting and comparing all that is seen here, with any and all
things seen elsewhere, and the conclusion will be, that for success-
ful agriculture, horticulture and pastoral advantages this Kansas
valley stands preéminent. -

Labor produces capital; wealth secures education and refine-
ment. These things are combining to bless this land.

The sixth principal meridian runs north and south and crosses
the line of the Kansas Pacific railway at Solomon City, at the
mouth of the Solomon river.

Solomon—why, Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed as
this valley is to-day.

This meridian is the true isothermal line. The townships are
numbered by ranges, both east and west from this line. Forty-
two townships, or 252 miles west is within the State of Kansas,
and yet having the glorious health restoring climate of Colorado,
the great pasture and wheat field of America.

Government lands, as good as any upon which the sun ever
shone, are yet to be had.
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Being a part of

HONUMENT PARK AND AMONG THE PINES.

Eight Miles North of Colorade Springs,

On the Line of the

DENVER AND RIO GRANDE RAILROAD.
POST OFFICE AT THE HOUSE.

el 8 A —— e

BOARD SEVEN DOLLARS PER WEEK.

Saddle Horses for the use of Guests. An abundance of Sweet Milk and
Cream and good sweet Butter, Address, ;
H. M. TEACHOUT.
Edgerton P. O,, El Paso Co., Colorado.
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MASTIN BANK!

(SUCCESSOR TO JOHN J. MASTIN & CO.)

MERCHANT'S EXCHANGE BUILDING,

COR. FIFTH AND DELAWARE STS.,

Kansas Gl -~ seicgige Missouri.

CAPITAL $250,000. SURPLUS $100.000

H

DIRECTORS.
SETH E. WARD, JOHN J. MASTIN,
THOMAS 1. SWOPE, DAVID O. SMART,
M. J. PAYNE, WM. R. BERNARD,
THOS. H, MASTIN, A. P, WARFIELD,
THOS. CORRIGAN, I, M. BLACK.
———lp—
OFFICERS.
SETH E. WARD, President, DAVID O. SMART, ‘Vice President,
JOHN . MASTIN, Cashier, THOS. H. MASTIN, Asst, Cashier.

F. M. BLACK, Attorney.

vy

Does a General Banking Business; buys and sells Foreign and Domestic Exchange,
Gold, Silver, United States Securities, City, County and Township Indebtedness; reccives
Deposits, loans Money, purchuses Notes, and makes collections on all accessible points.

Interest allowed on Time Deposits.
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G. S. BARNES,

SHELF AND HEAVY. HARDWARE

STOVES, TINWARE,

IRON, STEEL AND NAILS,

BUILDERS', MINERS' AND BLACKSHITHS' SUPPLIES
GUNS, PISTOLS

AND ALL KINDS OF AMMUNITION.

e —

WAGONS AND

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.

Ag't for Hazard Powder Company.
TEJON STREET,
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLOERADO.
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