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E. J. PYLE, GARDEL CiT¥, KANBAS.

Garden City, September 20, 1904, Pages 1812 to 1852 of the record.

i have lived in Garden City, Finney County, Kansas, since
1885, I am in the real estate business, and am well acquainted
with thds county and the Arkansas valley through tnis county.

The average flow of the Arkansas river for the first 5 or 10 years

-

that I knew it was fom 2 to 2 1/2 feet deep during the dry season
of the year, The a-\v-‘arage flow of the river for tke last b years
during the same season of the years would not average one Ifoot,
and 18 dry most of the time, The flood seasons coue at most any
time in the years and are very uncertain. 1 recognize Exhibit
A-45 as a photograph of the bridge on Main street 1ia Garden City,
Kansas, across the Arkansas river, and is a correct picture of the
bed of the river and of the bridge as it appeared last April.
There was no water at all inm the river frow July, 19035,until

May, 1904,

The Arkansas valley tnrough Finney County is on an average
about 3 miles wide, and alfalfa is raised to considerzble extent,
The river valley consists of first and second bottom lands. The
first bottom lands are near the river and are covered with wild
hay. The second bottoms are 3 or 4 feet above the first bottoms,
and the depth towater on the first bottoms depends upon the amount
of water in the river, When the river is full oi water the water
level in the first bottom lands will be about 3 feet below the
surface, and wiien the river is dry it is about § or 6 feet to water
From my experience I have learned that the water saturates back
under the first bottom lands and rises and falls with the rise and
fall of the water in the river. It is generally understood in this
country that this water under the first bottom lands has a distinct
and positive current flowing parallel with the river. It is a little

over a half of a mile from the center of Garden City to the river,

part of wiieh is first bottom hnd, the city being located on tue

second bottoms, On the rirst bottom lands, directly between the
city and the ri.'v"elr, there used to be a lake or pond, ‘vii ich was
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bout a mile long and perhpas 80 feet
lake was parallel with the river.
City in 18Af own a o ut 1890 tht lake

deep in it.

lake stood
0 years

grassed

running
he river
leke or
ireshets,
iver and
and second bottom lea 3 througl 1 i
effect upon

The alfalifa

this upland could
is now worth $200 a quarter. Improved b
about 1860 were worth from $25 to $50 ar
to $30 an acre, It has decreased in velue
not produce the 8 that did ¢ ing thos arly
great deal has died out and the tecnnage is not so good, HNearly all
8 bottom lands that i have referrad to are under ditch,.
has been a great deal of talk during all these yea
ition at Garden City. Some }le
ran down the river Wou 1 e more r

more humid atmosphere, People in this country would pref

to have

the water to irrigate their lends, I ti} the river did have &

uniform flow during the first years that I saw it.
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-184 -
3 + . - - "
i 13 ¢} ember, October, Novemler,
nd 1 ver [ ! flow. With t
f ars 1 ha een on the river s tine

3 1 i
r. Tiere was ater d the
tha 1t 4 2 i u1d =
1Ice 1890 t eitier
e i € fer, i
rri t practiced ‘
ri L8 inter anc 80 : i€
e n i I 1 LR i AVEe Beell
is done to quite extent ing tlie e, 1 % that
tle d of the river cduriag the years 03 w thie BLr 0
1904 is due to the 1g o1 for irrigation abtove hiere, The
1. between Garden Clty and the river is not located witlui: any
old channel of the river so f: settlers
. This lake 1 Lo decr
are 300 wind mills in this vall ac
that the level of the underi{l 3 ilen 1 i is not [=;
of the little water that is g t ind mills, t i
se the water is lower in
The he ¥ S miles bove
Gard Cit; ( 11 2 land ne Garden City is u r is diteh,
All this, land coulc 2 red¢ 1 there was ater Tor irrigation
Purpc ir 2 ditcil,
The Karnse di ch or as it is now known, tlie Farmers dite 5
about 11 mile up the river, and o ol
the Garden City diteh and between 1t and tie iocot liills, The
second pottom dnds are the ouly ones that were irrigated to any
extent ien the ditch was in . To take all the water

Irom these ditches permanent

f would have an injurious effect upon

these bottom lands, but I could no%t say to what extent because

they are in bad condition now, I know of one jplace which would be

Bultable for a reservoir site to catch the flood waters

the

river. It is on the uplands and contains about 640 acre:

deepest place it 1s about 3pfeet deep and perhaus would average

7 or B feet in depth over the section. This site is sbout 7 miles

S — — ——

S — e
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DIESEN,

1904 . Pages 1853 to

months every year, with the exception oi cne.

+ P

3

jractically no water iz the river, I recognize Exhi

photograph ol tinc Garden City bridge acros
correctly presents ¢ondition of
, 1904 .
absolutely dr
pottom
about a
lie back of the first boitoms soutb ¢ 2 miles wide
are about 3 to 5 feet ! ] n th "E toin lands,
Grounds are locatid between the city and the river
8t and second bottom 1 5 i sliber the lake or pojnd that
to be located upon the present site Fair Grouuds.
as 60 or 70 feet wide and perhaprs 1/3 of a mile long and 3 or
4 feet deep, They used to go ewimning in it,end during t early
years there were plenty ol iish in th lake, During the last
5 or 6 years tnie lake has had no water in it except during the
few periods of freshets, This leske was- fed entirely from the
underflow,and therewas no inlet to the lake and no coanection
between the river and the ake from above, There was an outlet

from the lake flowing dov across Mauin street and into the river

about & mile below the lake, That lake never went dry until the
river went dry, and the water in the luke would rise and fall with

the water in the rilver, From 1885 to 1891 1 had ice houses built
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this lake and
10 years there has been no water in to make lce
underilcw beneath th ir &nd second pvottom lands near
Garden City has certainly gone down within the last iew years. In
1885 I dug wells on my land adjoining
then 6 feet 6 inches to watler, 1In
that land and it was 7 lect 8 inches
two more
A few weeks ago 1 rejaired one of these wells last dug,
and found that it lacked one inch of being 11 I
se wells are all located su that they show the
he level of the unrim‘(,&oﬁf.
The lowering of the underfiloew
good croys produced opn tois valley land as

earlier y 3 his condition of affairs extends

10 miles long and was dug
the Garden City irrigatin
wer Manulacturing Company When I e in 1885 tn
comj:leted vater running in the ditch,
year 1 bought
time I wanted

¥
1

dition during 1886 and 1887, but after about 1889 there was very
little water in it except during the flood perieds., Since 18%0
there has been no water in the ditch excepti during these 1lood
periods,=nd after the f lood water had run down the river was dry
and the ditch was dry,

The next ditch near here is the Amazon dit c¢h, It extends
back beyond the Garden City ditch, coming within 4 ~ 8. milea of
the city of Garden City., Beyond that is the Great Eastern ditch.
Its headgate is located in Ke 3 y ! a diteh
known as the Kansas ditch, c
now known as the Farmers ditch., It was chartered as the Kansas

Irrigating Water Power & Manufacturing Company. This ditch ran

within a mile or mile and a quarter of Garden City, All the

farmers along this ditch were irrigating their lands from it from
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1885 afn to 1890. Duriusg the last § years Lrior to 1904 there
new much irrigating done in any of these altches because they

did not have of water in the river, tie lowering

ter for irrigatlon purposes, 'u%"

of the underflow

e land

ired the erops to the extent of at least one=-third,
under these ditches duri later years has not been as Lroduc-
the early years h a lu f the lan

tive as it was during th

their productiveness

years

if it

P i the

of miles from the ver he uplends
e water Iir
for the underilow source
river itself, lands
ground and of course to the ‘ease 1
beneath all of these lands, but the rdnfall
very small, During the ¥ - 1904 there

the months of June.an uly flowing in

referred to, Our crops for the year 1904 have been backward.

was no water in the river until May and our rains came very late,
in‘erested in the Garden City ditch, i have two 18, one

in the bottoms and one back in the foot hill I have given con-

siderable attention to the n
meny of the irrigating ditches in Colorado, instead of the peo)le
in western Kansas following the exanile of the pecple in Colorado
quite the reverse, and
is simply following the example of the people near Garden
think there are something ! or 100 tl.ousand acres
P

of land now under these ditches in the ste of Kansas west of

Kinsley that could be mipplied with sufficietn water for irrigation

pr ‘;.osesr if there was sufficient water in the river., In its present
condition the land will have to largely go back to the ranging of
cattle and to the raisi ' rough crops, if the [lood waters
could be impounded in reservoirs in the state of Kunsas the waters

that.now go to waste could undoubtedly be used for the purpose of

irrigating a large bit of the land which is now arid and unproduc-
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tive, I think there are reservoir sitee in western Kansas that
could be used for storage; and iT water could be stored in these
reservoirs and then be used in the dry season of the year it would

increase the population and make our lands much more valuable,

Exnibit A46 1s a copy ol the charter ol tue h.ﬁa.:;spn Irrigat-

ing Weter Power & Manufacturing Company, # led for record in the
ofTice of the Secretary
1, 1880.

of the Garden Clty

iiled for record

bit A-4€ is a coyy
Irrigating Water Fower & Manufact
October £, 1880,
Exhibit A-49 is 20y of C tne Amazon Irrigating

Company, fle for record
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=190~

LAXIN, KANSAS,

Garden City, September 20, 1904, Pages 1894 to 1929,

I have lived 2 1/2 miles S W, Iakin, Kearney Couaty,
i

since 1873. I own 240 acres of land, and an engaged in

fan and fruit growing. r a number of here
Iu_(L IrCl-b‘-MJ‘.'-d‘
I lands in this part of land
N
ting ditch, whicli has its headgate in

the t 9 miles above ILakin, eand about 20 miles
long. The stern ditch was at first called the Minneha..a, and

begun in 187¢ or 1880, I built tnil

com, leted

time after it wa

then turned in and I irrig

ditch was begun in 187% or 1380 th

in the river flowing all the tlie, and the

never want dry. The 8 of water for the

was suificlent at all times to supply all its needs, The water

san to fall in this dich somewhere about 1887 and

fall until there was no water in the ditch at all.

&
o
*
©

not get any water in t diten at all

whole season, We did as much irri

could,end generally speaki

we would get some water during

month os June, but sometimes and oftener during July, Aupgust

September we did not get & water, This season of 1904 has been

petter than it has been for a number of years. During the last
few years there is not hall the vwater that there was during the
early years, For a number of years jprior to 1904 tle river has

been dry every fall, especielly

p tember m d October, and stays

dry until the cold weather, when it will rise and scme water will

come in, Then it is dry again in the spring from early March until

about June, The water that comes in June lasts on}y a Iew days.

Our principal crop was alfalfa, My Iirst cropiof alfalfa was sown ‘
in 1886, I have also 70 acres in orchard. I can raise a fair

erop of alfalfa on the bottom lands without irrigation, but a much

better crop with irrigsation. The falling oIf of the water in the
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river

affected my crops to at least 50%, that is the productive-
ness of myv land has been decrease at least one-half, because of

not getting the water i)

tiie for irrigation

varies somewhat accar

in the winter
if it 18 very dry, but in the spring

gate until the land needs it. I we

gation when the alfalfa needs it, it op. There 1is
a decrease in and everythnl tnat kind., We got
dite: during the year 1903 and none until

about 2

of land tuat could

he irrigated from t:ule Great Eastern

a good

supply of water in it, The decreased flow 1n

in 11ity to get ter to

te my orchard ha

ductiveness of the orchard 1iu

ame way and 1o

as :d m 11falfa erop, 1 have been
for the last 50 years., We did not get tiie vater ii
cause t a8 no water in the river,and it was not

.alr=--1 know that., There 1s a wastegcate 1in

water goes into the

river, I placed the « The tine I ever
saw the river dry was in the year 1886 or 1887, and the 18
not dry in 1874, and if any witaess

the river was dry frow Wichita to Color

uredly mistaken, Duril

water in the ri

aua tilere never

time E[;At there was not flowing water in tae river atl TILLE

point prior to 1886 or 1887. Prior to th , llowever, tne
water was lower ip the river dwon at Hutchinson than it was at

Lakin, 1In my handling of the Gedekads lands I

with the river from the year 1873 on down to ¢t

Frequently during the years from 1873 the rlver would be very low

at Hutehinson,and I thi very probably that in 1874 taat the river %

was

(fpctically dry at Hutchinson for a short time during August

and September., Tnis was the grasshopper year. My observation was
that the river was lowest between Great Bend and Hutchinson. The
bridge at Garden City is from 300 to 1000 feet wide, and the river

generally ran there from a few inches to 1 or 2 feet deep entirely

across the river bed, I have found that my orchard does best when
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irrigated accard 4 L amount ol water
have irrigatec my ~chard five

days ago.

land .
3 1 & W 1 it This year
taken all he Ler et, whe. 1 3¢ I Y
: PN ve done
not been able to ir g 5 muen lan it d have 4um.x
1 roing ¢ ! f ol er in the ditch.
I had known th going 1}
1 g ' v t . ~ we will n
must know belfore we et t We 1
would be
would

crops 1 1d it

ficient

the E it di thnere was liore tluber in the mounta
There 1is a de: " W a 3 une to waste iu the Arkansas
river duri W sufficient to bring
under irrig nany 2 n1d £ acres of lund that is now arid.
There ere nature : Servolr

pe stored witinin the
north of Sherlock a larg reservolir
other sites west of | ] had an engineer at one ti run

vreliminary surverys between Lakin and these sites, and the
AT £ -agarvoirs were once filled up that
never go ou W " g ) good reservoir site
in the bottom,that 11 full of weter would irri-
ili

acres, 1 have been interested in

and have pioneered in that line here 1n Kansas.

o R
irrie

rion has been of great interest for more
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he

2r nocliced

been

las

1nes

onto

river

aheet

moisture

enoug:i

or

the

e clouds over our heads

18 in the and wihenever

atmospne

forms clouds it
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T, M, KEEP,

Garden Ci

. newspsper,

Ar KXo

L A=45 as a

art of Ma

it ajpeared

v opTm KANSAS
i CaTY, KANGAG,

Pages 1930 to 1935 of the record.

d do
se.8 river durin

Ileture

hotographer in July,

one of the flood }

ted between

~ Grounds, T

r years

avs understood

10 inlet

heavy rain a
it did not get
no water 1i:

nwi ber of }

lowing
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C. A, LOUCKS, KANEAS.

" 2 014
Garden C1t) £ r 21, 1904, 1944

cond bottom land:

Arkansas river through K
during the years from 1878
Junes rise,

amount aof water

months of 1904,

the river has mate

season as cunpare time tiat

the river dry about that tdme d rin?.

whole fal f the year it is always dry.

Tle re are three 1rrig ditches in Kearney County, the

Western, the Great Eastern, : Amazon,.- mhe Western ditch

v

was corstructed about 1880, After the parties began working upon

it the work was continued thout interuption until it was complet=
a4, and they immediately put water in it for use, The ditch has

er they have been

peen in use for irrigation purposes ever si:1c=’.,..;.eu £

able to secure water from the river, During t first years after

that ditch was completsd there was plenty of water iu the rilver

to supply the needs of the ditch. During the l: or 8 years

1ittle water in the river, and consequently

there has been but very

water in the ditechh only at certalin times,
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=196~

The Great Eastern dibch was lenced about tle year 1880, and
o

work was pushed to completion from the time tle y started it,

was not interrupted until turned in., Ruring

fi rst years tle y had plenty of water 10

»h for all its needs, The diminutloi

caused diteh

conatructed
ditch
ption until it was compl
the Amazon ditcu is aba
16808 about one mile north
the river nas affected
as well as the
headgate of e W ern ai as about a hall mile west
thneir construcvion almosi

ware close to where I lived most of the tiume.

early years the ri‘.rcrf;il.; have an average flow past

at the present early years

3

river would be high duri:

and somet 28 longer - that he Western ditech

nd wien filled carriea
gitch was about 18 feet
wide on water. The

Arazon was about 10 1d carry 3 or

4 feet of water. e Great Eastern and the Western ditcies aave

dams in the river, and the Amazon ditch I 101 y wing dean.
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JANES cm:ﬁ{'

September 21, 1904, Pages 19

old, and have lived on i present homestead,
3 1/2 miles north of Garden City, s e Marcn I anm
farning, and dwing tie first
sane ditches i his neig
Finney

rden Ci

vears

done

d itches,.
vas constructed was known as tne Kansas

ditch, the charter of which was introduced in evidence as Exhibit
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2dly, and water
s the river to see how their w
ips 16 miles long wnd coat 420,000,
r in that diteh for
rior o 1904 ) sXfhGugh

vy to examine it, I know that

there has heen no water in the t'itC}Jl!t‘&G:‘.liﬂt’. there was no wate

in the river,
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Llooc

Hartland

the Colorado line,

Western Kansas if

waters of the Arkansag river falling on e headwaters of the stream

and its tributaries could be stored in sultable reservoir

he state of Colorado., 3f the Federal Goveriment
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BTN AT FANSAY
GARDIEN CiTY, KANBAS,

or lakes or

would

During the recent

water in

our house, During skated up

river frequently, often & Fierceville,

of here

. How t ‘e 18 no ice i: he river to skate on.

familiar with t flow of hes during
the early !80's., During hs there was suiiicient

t

water in these ditches for One of these ditches opene

into the river about 55 miles east of here so t the surplus

water would return to the river, During those e: v days there
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derable
sufficient flow to
derpt

water

Durin

and grew

sture--the lacl

located 3 or 4 miles north of Lamar,

land.

turn around nds

urncuitl=-

the river, and
; and
said

the ditches and that other

value to our alfalfa lands if we had
sufficient water alfalfe lands last
year falled to grow anything, e have not been able to irrigate
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