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The Kansas State Penitentiary case file on Perry Edward Smith, inmate number 14747. Smith and his accomplice,
Richard Hickock, were convicted of first degree murder for the brutal 1959 killings of Herb and Bonnie Clutter,
their daughter, Nancy, and son, Kenyon, in Holcomb, Kansas. The murders inspired the non-fiction novel "In
Cold Blood" by Truman Capote. Smith was executed by hanging on April 14, 1965. Please note that some images
have been removed in accordance with K.S.A. 45-221(a)(29) and have been labeled with pages indicating their
removal.
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Name  SNITH, Foppy. oo o NOL L JOQRG - AlBSL AR L S Color....... Whit
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Delinqueat:..... ...coooieo i 19 . Delinquent returned ...
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@ ® 250 or pvaL ms'rr‘rl‘s FLEASE RETIRN BOTH

State House FORMS AFTER DETACHING
Popsln Wauis THE LOWER PORTION.

Re our: SMITH, Robert E.
12746 KSP

Sheriff

1§§§§ %3{15 ,Okige

The following notation appears on the criminal
record of the above subject, as received from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation:

Robert Bugene Smith Received: 2-23-56 Charge: Inv GL

Will you kindly give us following information
in the space below returning this sheet to us:

2/28/56 Aprested and held for investigation of Grand Larceny,

2/29/56 Rolaased No Charge

Furnished by 41 Boyle Date § /22 /56
ISHE WANTED? _HNo

(If wanted, send certified W
itle

copy of Warrant)
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS

PERRY EDWARD SMITH,
Petitioner
V.

| SHERMAN H. CROUSE, WARDEN,
| KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY,

Respondent

ORDER

A

Now on this {-__;day of October, 1962, upon the motion of
the petitioner herein for leave to proceed in forma pauperis, peti-
tioner appearing by and through his Court appointed counsel, and the
Court after having examined the sald motion and affidavit and for
good cause shown, finds that said motlon should be sustained.

It is therefore by the Court

ADJUDGED, That petitioner, Perry Edward Smith, be, and he is
nereby, granted leave to proceed in these proceedings to a final deten
mination thereof without the payment of costs and fees or to gilve any
security therefor and for such other relief and orders as may seem

just and proper to the Court in the premises.

Signed) ARTHUR J. STANLEY, JR.
53 el et CT COUR

Approved:_

ROBERT H. BINGHAM

. beputy

Ao ag L .//L:/.'é'
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS

PERRY EDWARD SMITH,
Petitioner
V.

| SHERMAN H. CROUSE, WARDEN,
KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY,

o M

Respondent

LICATION FOR STAY OF STATE COURT
ROCEEDINGS AND STAY OF EXECUTION

|
Petitioner moves the court, pursuant to 28 U.S.C., Sec. 22514

to stay all state court proceedings, including the order of the Supremé
Court of the State of Kansas, dated September 10, 1962, directing
respondent to execute the sentence of death by hanging imposed upon
petitioner herein by the District Court of Finney County, Kansas,

Petitioner further moves the court for an order directing the
respondent, Sherman H. Crouse, Warden, Kansas State Penitentiary, to
; take no further action under and by virtue of the above order and
warrant issued the same day by the Clerk of the Supreme Court of the
State of Kansas directing respondent to execute said death sentence,
| all pending the determination of a habeas corpus proceedings now pend-
ing in this court.

;" . / ';..' (e o5
ROBERT H. BING.

518 Brotherhood Bullding-FAirfax 1-7500
Kansas City 1, Kansas |

-~

— nn ‘g |

CHARLES W !
P / bo*ort X ddﬁﬁ¥§
B -

CHA . CAHILL

L iz

'é‘(,(z,u//_;‘?ﬂ
Deputy

//(.( f, 2 =< 3, P
e 7

Dc?t@(' /
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS

PERRY EDWARD SMITH,
Petitioner
.

SHERMAN H, CROUSE, WARLEN,
KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY,

Respondent

MOTION AND AFFIDAVIT FOR LEAVE TO FILE IN FORMA PAUPERIS

STATE OF KANSAS
COUNTY OF LEAVENWORTH i

Comes now the petitioner in the above and foregcl. gz cause
and respectfully moves this Court for leave to file the atctached peti-
tion for writ of habeas corpus and proceed thereon in forms pauperis
without pre-payment of costs or fees, under the authority of 28 U.S.C.
Sec. 19%9. Petitioner shows the Court that he is a citizen of the
United States of America by birth and of lawful age; that he is with-
out sufficient funds to pay the costs of this action, the Iiling fee
herein or other cost deposit; and that such action is meritoricus and
is brought in good faith by this petitioner.

WHEREFCRE, petitioner respectfully prays that this action be

permitted to commence in forma pauperis under the above guotec author-

By g

;’i? i o pn
PERRY EDWARD SMITH

| Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22nd day of October, 1962.

| My commission explres:

Dy )G 7 Fa3

f/s/ ROL‘EI‘EE “1'1111&,'

Deputy

7. AHI
7{_

Bl d .. X3, /P 2
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT CF KANSAS

ERRY EDWARD SMITH,
Petitioner
Vi S i H. C.

SHERMAN H. CROUSE, WARDEN,

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY, . T V H {%i ['x
Respondent \Iﬂ | 5 [
L \ [

\
=

|
ORPUS |

CHARLES W .IM:-ﬁiLk__ C{A:‘n
of 2/ ‘Rovert M, Wil

To the Honorable ]
Chief Judge, i
for the District of Kansas: |

The verified petition of o) | 11t or a writ of

habeas corpus respectfully shows the Court that:

1. Your petitioner is unlawfully restrained of his liberty
by Sherman H. Crouse, Warden, Kanses a Penitentiary at lLansing,
Kansas, and that the body of your petitioner and the said Sherman H.
Crouse and the Kansas State Penitentiary at lLansing, Kansas, are all,
and each of them, within, and subject to, the jurisdiction of this
Court.

2. That this Court has jurisdiction to entertain this peti-
tion for writ of habeas corpus under the authority of the United State
Constitution, Art. .. 9'and 28 U.S.C., Sec. 2241, et seqg., as
amended.

3. That the cause or pretext of sald unlawful and illegal
detention of your petitioner is the judgment of the Supreme Court of
the State of Kansas, and warrant issued thereunder ordering the above-
named respondent to carry into execution, on the 25th day of October,
1962, the sentence of death heretofore imposed upon this petitioner by
the Honorable Roland H. Tate, Judge of the District Court of Finney

County, Kansas, which sentence of death is to be executed on October

25, 1962.

L, That such judgment, sentence, restraint and imprisonment
are illegal and void in that said judgment and sentence was procured

without due process of law in violation of the Fifth and Fourteenth
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Amendments to the Constitution of the United States and in violation
of Art. I, Art. V and Art. X of the Bill of Rights of the Constitution
of the State of Kansas.

5. That in compliance with the requirements of 28 U.S.C.,

Sec., 2254, your petitioner has heretofore exhausted the remedies avail-

|
able in the Courts of the State of Kansas, and further states that |
|

there is an absence of proper corrective.process available within the
judieial system of the State of Kansas which is effective to protect |
the rights of your petitioner.

WHEREFORE, to be relieved of the said unlawful detention,
restraint, and imprisonment as aforesai your petitioner prays that

this petition for writ o bea pUS granted and that this

Court make its order directing the said Sherman H. Crouse, Warden,
Kansas State Penitentiary at ILansing, Kansas, to appear before this
Court at a time and place to b Speci-ied by the order of this Court
and commanding the sald VWarden to produce the bedy of this petitioner
before this Court at said time and place show cause, if any, said
respondent have, why the foregoing ition should notlbe granted and
why a writ of habeas corpus should not be issued as here prayed.

‘. S. DISTRICT c%ﬁi October 22, 1962.

ISTRICT OF KANSAS) ™

= ;
| hereby cértify that e s Z{-’f_/.«nﬂ_x e e
going is a true copy PERRY EPWARD SMITH

s couit

CHARLES, W. CAHILL, Clerk

Bz { ] LU L
f > L puty
ated/ /{2 lrtt o i
STATE OF KANSAS/

ss.
COUNTY OF LEAVENWORTH

Perry Edward Smith, being first duly sworn, states: That he |
is the petitioner named in the above and foregoing petition subscribed
by him; that he has read the same and knows its contents and that the
said things and matters therein stated are true and correct.

, y >
P e A

(:'( oty e
PERRY EDWARD SMITH
v

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22nd day of October,
Sl

My commisslon expires:

| oo (9, / ge¢ 3
!.
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