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The Kansas State Penitentiary case file on Perry Edward Smith, inmate number 14747. Smith and his accomplice,
Richard Hickock, were convicted of first degree murder for the brutal 1959 killings of Herb and Bonnie Clutter,
their daughter, Nancy, and son, Kenyon, in Holcomb, Kansas. The murders inspired the non-fiction novel "In
Cold Blood" by Truman Capote. Smith was executed by hanging on April 14, 1965. Please note that some images
have been removed in accordance with K.S.A. 45-221(a)(29) and have been labeled with pages indicating their
removal.
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5104 Humboldt St.
Topeka, Kansas

Q) N/ O\ February 22, 1961
\ I?u ’\\’:r
l\ \ {\)
\\ _/<\ \Vu
The Honorable John Anderson 55\0J
Governor of Kansas \J

Topeka, Kansas
Bir:e

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter which I have
sent to the Editor of the Topeka Dally Capital, concerning a
recent test employed by Warden Tracy Hand and Deputy Warden
Sharman Crouse in substantiating thelr opinion that Perry Smith
was "feigning weakness'l,

It is my sincere hope that you use the position of your

office to prevent any future repetition of such an unseientifiec
and callous test upon any prlsoner 1ln our state instltutions,

Very truly yours,

i / e >
f)ﬁ?ﬁ%i¢/ o ,)ﬁzf;

o

Esther P, Stein
(Mrs. Robert B, Stein)

f @)

Dbl H @
AL FEB 2 4 1961 JJ

K

OFFICE 0™ V'™ GOVER:.OR
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prison. We chastized the Germans who denied knowing what went on in
their concentration camps, How many Kansans know what goes on in our

prisons.

Esther P. Stein
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(CUTI L
July 28, 1960
No. 14747 - Perry Edward Smith
Murder 1at Degrese ( 4 Counta )
Hang
Finney County

4=4~603 Reo'd 4-5-60; He hes served 3 months 2/, days.
Advertised in the Carden City Daily Telogram.

Minimum: xx xx =xx Maximum: Hang

Execution stayed 4-11-60 pending appesl to the Kansas Supreme
Court, and until otherwise ordered by the Court.

Court also granted stay %o co-defendent (Richard Eugene Hickock)
pending appeal.

INSTITUTIONAL RECORD: Subject haa been confined in the Segregation & Isolation
Unit on Death Row since commitment.

NOT ADVERTISED -
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QANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY .
Lansing, Kansas

ADMISSION CLASSIFICATION SUMMARY

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Committed Name:
True Name:

Alias:

Place of Birth:

SMITH, 1

Elko,

Register Number
Age:

Color:

Birthdate:

14747

31

White
10-27-28

Offense; Murder 1st
Term: Hang
County: Finmey
Parole Eligibility:

G. T. Release Date:

s 1 counts Cone,

Sentenced:
Received:

Minimum:
Maximum:

hwly =60
li=5=60
AXXEXXX

5«13-60

Place

Name & Number

Disposition

6=13=52, S0,
Tasoma, Wnshu,

7"5"'553 PD: 3t.
Joseph, Misaourl

11“?3"55. PD.
Yorchester, Mass.,

11545, Comm
12th ND.,

S-21-45, PO,
Army

L=10=47, Interior
Div of Territories
& Island Pos:essionp
Wash,, D.C.,

9=11=}7, PMG,
Army

6-3-48, Comm,
13th

-

10=8-148, C3C=A
11-19-48, Army

2-2l-56, USM,

F.B.I.

Report Humbe:
Perry Fdward Smith
# 5651

Perry %
# 1325

Perry Edward
# 122812200

Perry Edward Smith
7! 109-8SEP=)

ifarry Edward Spith
# 3007 3=ARR

Perry Rduar:! Smith
# Code XCS

Parry BEdw
o) En";\

Perry “duvard Smith

# 11=l19-602);

Perry dward Smith
# RA=10730139

Perry 3. Smith

- o e e

Port Richardscon, Aljg

Unlawful flight to
avoid prosecution

Rel to Sheriff
"hillipsburg,Kans

12-2-55 $19 pd
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Committed Name

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY

Lansing, Kansas

CLASSIFICATION STUDY

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Register No.

2-241-56, Pod Det.
Hdqtras, NY 14,07T.,

2-23-56, FBI,

=T=56
%rfs,m

Ll J

3-14-56, &7
Lansing, “hes

12"3{"593 PDp
Las Vegas, Nev,.,

1-71-60, FD,

Gorden Clity, Kans,

}=5=60, sp,
fansing, Kansns

cdekE Ll BdlEie

Perry Edwa

T st

Perry E. Smith
## B=371519

Perry Smith
# 12649

Warrant FOA
(Burglary)

Burglary 2nd Ct.3
=2, brk J1

GL -
Ct [A11 Conc)

dkam & to New York
City Police

remanded custody
JSM 8D, Y.,
1ieu of $2500

5-10 yra:(GL 1-5,
Brk J1 1-2)(All
Concurrently)

Cond rel on echg of
Burglary 2nd 7-6<59
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KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
Lansing, Kansas

CLASSIFICATION STUDY
ry Edward ]_h?h?

Committed Name Register No.

DETAINERS t
CO-DEFENDANTS :
PRIOR IMSPITUPIONAL RECORD:

ESCAPESs 1956, Phillips County Jall, Kansps:

CIR Case Ho: 2322
Judge : Roland H. Tate
County Attorney: Duane E, Weat
Defense Attorney: Harrison Smith

Count I "eesss On or abort the 15th day of

i} 1959, in sald County of
Finney, and the State of Kansas, R ugene Hickoek and one

Perry Edward Smith, then a t 4 en and there unlawfully,
felonlously, willfully, r | meditation, snd whlle
being engaged in the pe trat lony, kill and take the 1life of
Berbert W. Cluttér: Comtrary to the m of @ ;8 in such cases

made and provided, and against # s and dj f the State of Kansgs."

Count IT e n or shout the 15th day of
3r, 1959, in s-2ld County of

Pinney, and the State of Kansas, one RI rd gone Hickock, and one Perry
Edward Smith, then and there bei ] ‘ i th unlawfully, felon-
lously, willfully, and with de on, and while being
engaged in the perpetration the 11fe of Bonnie
Mae Clutter: Contrary to the form in suech cases made and
provided, ad against the peace snd of the State of Kanses."

Count IIT "esess On or about the 15th day of
No - saeld Courity of

Finney, and the 3tate of Kansss, one Richard Fug Hickock, and one Perry
Edward Smith, then and there g, dld then ] e unlawfully, felon=
lously, and willfully, and with iberation and premeditation, and while
being engaged in the perpetration of vy kill and take the life of
Nancy Mae Clutter: Contrary to the f of the Statutes In such cases made
and provided, and against the psace and dlgnlity of the State of Kanaas,”

Count IV Ysesss On or about the 15th day of
Hovember, 1959, in said Cowmty of

Finoey, ssd Whe State of Kansas, one Richard Eugene Hickéeck, snd one Parry
Edward Sai8h, then and there being, did then and there unlawfully, felon=
lously, #i¥iMlly, and with déliberation and premeditation, and while baing
mn‘ 8 8he perpetration of a felony, kill and teke the life of Eanyon
Neal Clutter: Contrary to the form of the Statutes in such cases made and
provided, and against the pe-ce and dignity of the Stats of Kemsaa,"
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[ KSP No, 264
jo . -
le19-60 8

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
Lansing, Kansas

CLASSIFICATION STUDY

Parry

Committed Name Register No.

COUNTY OFFICIAL'S STA!

INMATE'S VERSION: Subject stated he doesn't want to put
anything down../s/ Chet Moorahead,
Inmate Cless. Officer

No statement .

MGRIHTATIW RBPORT 1 Not available.

S0C Y :

ekkground Futher: Tex Jobn Smith, age 66, last known place
of reslidence Reno, Nevada..V. I& a
trapper md prospector by trade and oceupatlon, no previous marriages and
no known arrests..V.
Hother: l?u; ence Julla \mnb. died in 1948
at the age of 50..V. Had no prior
marriages and no known arreste..V

PARENT AL HOME: Subject ceme fro® a home of below sver-

age economical circumastances, family
froquently woving from one locals to ancther..V. During subject's childhoed
family had no permanent home and they had to seek welfare assigtence often..V
Parents divorced when he was quite youmg, mother getting custody of the
three older children, subject retalni with father..V. It is *'apovtad that
subject and father were not on = congenisl basis :hJ’u.ng, subjaet s formative
years..V.

SIBLINGS:

1, Dorothy Marchant 3 ) Albepquerque, N.M, Sig..V.
2. Subject 3

PERSONAL HISTORY: : 1 31 year 0ld, Protestant, white male
born Oct. 27, 1928 in Elko, Nev.,

youngest of four children, two decessed.,.V. Hls birth was normel and subject

has been healthy all his life..V. ot was ralsed in rursl areas undsr

marginal eircumstasnces and never had the usual childhood advantages..V.

Home was never a stabls one and father never provided an adequate living..V

Subject began school at the age of 6,
dld not make a good adjastwant and qult school in the 10th grade to join
the Merghant Marines..V. Subject was rsised by his father after the parents
divorced and evidently father was an inadegquate perent in as wuch as proper
training end guldance during formetive years was concermed..V,

. Subject spent two years in the Merchant
_Marines and after leaving thers enl :I.mzac in the Army s=nd was discharged in

1952 after about |, years service,.NV, From 19L) until his enlistment in the
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KSPm]i:’:‘ 264
5-16~60 [ ]
KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
Lansing, Kansas
CLASSIFICATION STUDY
SMITH, Perry Edward ) L4747
Committed Name Register No.

PERSONAL HISTORY: (cont'd) Arwy in 1948 subject worked in Alsska..V
Due o two motorcycle sccidents subject
was hospitallized nearly two years., From 195 to 1955 subject worked as a
trucker in Billinghsm, Wash..V. Subject made friends essily and found employ=
ment readily..V., He returned to his howme town of Elko, Nev. in 1955 and he
and a friemd burglarized a ssles-barm, 1955,.V. They were apprehended and
later escaped from the County Jeil and later recaptured in New York state..V
He has a or term in this institution, being committed in 1956 on burglary
charge ven a conditional release July 6, 1959,.V. He was later in-
volved im current of fensd with Hieckock, #14746, and is presently under
a death gemtence..V,

RESOURCESs Statea he has no funds, owns no prop-
erty and has no debtsg.NV

EMPLOYMENT & OCCUPATIONAL RECORD: Subject lista mo employment record, how-
ever, records show he worked as a truck

driver, among other jobs..V.
MARITAL HISTORY: Has never married. . NV

MILITARY HISTORY: Enlisted in the Army in 1948 and was
honorably discharged in 1952,.NV

MEDICAL HISTORY : Subject is s 31 yesr old, white male

6L in height, weighing 160 1lbs., of
short bulld snd fair complexion. Fracture of left acetabular joint and
left mmerus, 1952. Right tibla fractured in 1953, also skull fracture.
Was shot in left lateral part of chest whiZle in Korea, He has no physical
eompl:intl. however, hs has only 50% use of his left leg. Serology =
reactive,

EDUCATIONAL HISTORY: Quit school 1in the 10th grade to enter
Merchent Marines..no institutional

data avallgble...
REL IGI 0BS HISTORY: States he is Protestant.

IMPRESS ION: A wanton antisocial who planned a crime

while confined in the institution that
resulted in wholeaale murder. Subject 1s dangerous and capable of any
commission thet will accomplish his desirea.

PROGROS IS The sentence imposed makes prognostica-
tion uncertain.
CWM /mh
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KSP NO. 30

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY

PRISONER'S INTERVIEW

Reg. No..... L4747 ... Name SMITH, Perry Edward

Alias

Date Received,.,,,,,{'.",‘.%ég.....u
Hang

Sentence, years

Murder lst Degree

Crime:

Industrial school as No.

Reformatory as No.

received at

State Industrial Reformatory From

to a term of _

Paroled
Nome

years for the crime of

Penitentiary as No._ 12649

as__ Same Received

Discharged
156

K
at | ansag

State Penitentiary __ensing, Kansas  gom__ Phillips Co.

5=10

to a term of

Burg 2nd

years for the crime of

Paroled Y59 Discharged

Penitentiary as No. Received

at

State Penitentiary

years for the crime of

to a term of

Paroled Discharged

Received

at

Penitentiary as No.

State Penitentiary from

years for the crime of

to a term of

Paroled Discharged

Nativity_ Elko, Nevada

How long have you lived in this state?

165

o 3
ever Weight

None

Age 31 years. Color__ white Religion

Operating Zngineer

Occupation

Grade of education __ 8th Drink___ D0 Smoke yes Ck

no

hew_ O Use dope

Are you married? Sgl It so, number ot children

Wife

Address

Mother__ None

Address

Father  Tex Jo Smith

Address _ Unkown

Children’s names

Addresses

Have you any brothers or sisters? 1-8is

Give names and addresses Doro'bh:.r “&rchant, Unkown
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In case of death notify George Ameps  RE#3 Ferndale, Washingbon.

Have you now or have you ever had any relatives in prison? It so, give particulars None

Is there any insanity in your family? If so, give particulars None

Your age when you left home 16 Why did you leave home Work

Were your home surroundings pl t or unpl Unpleasant

p

At what age were you first arrested? ! 25

Give particulars of the crime for which you'are now committed "] was found guilty by a jury Trail
Nothing to say at this time

Are you a naturalized citizen? Native Born
Port of entry to U.S. If foreign born By what steamship and line

Were you in the Army#10730139 If so, place and date of enlistment An bhorage, Alasaka, 48
Hon Disch '52 Ft. Lewis Wash,

Place where crime was committed Holcomb, Kans How long were you in jail before trial 3 months

And where __ Finney Co, Jail Did you plead guilty? No

Resident No ( No ledipce Transient __ Yes

Give place you have lived during past six years, if outside of state

What do you consider the main cause of your downfall Vietim of Circumstances

Were you employed when crime was committed No

1 have truthfully answered the questions asked of me, and hereby direct the Warden of this prison to open

and examine all letters and other mail that may come addressed to me, while I am an inmate of this institution.

'~%3”L Ei st e
Vi .
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