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The Kansas State Penitentiary case file on Perry Edward Smith, inmate number 14747. Smith and his accomplice,
Richard Hickock, were convicted of first degree murder for the brutal 1959 killings of Herb and Bonnie Clutter,
their daughter, Nancy, and son, Kenyon, in Holcomb, Kansas. The murders inspired the non-fiction novel "In
Cold Blood" by Truman Capote. Smith was executed by hanging on April 14, 1965. Please note that some images
have been removed in accordance with K.S.A. 45-221(a)(29) and have been labeled with pages indicating their
removal.
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. STATE OF KANSAS
WILLIAM H. AVERY, Governor

8. H. CROUSE
Warden

Area Code: 913 - PArkview 7-3235

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
P. O. Box 2
Lansing, Kansas 66048

March 30, 1965

Mr, P.A. Townsend
Pardon & Parole Attorney
State House

Topeka, Kansas

RE: HICKOCK, Richard Eugene - K,S,P
SMITH, Pe Edward - K.S,P 147

Dear Sir:

I have this date mailed by Certified Letters to the Honorable
Bert J. Vance, Judge of the Finney County District Court at
Garden City, Kansas, and to Mr, Daniel J. High, County Attorney
of Finney County, Garden City, Kansas the proper Notices that
the two (2) above named subjects have made application to the
Governor for Executive Clemency, and that reply thereto should
be made direct to your office,

I have also been informed by Mr. Joe Jenkins, the Attorney for
these inmates, that the proper advertisements have been taken
care of by his office as per the attached schedules.

o

The Board of Probation & .Pax"o]ja.ﬁra also being advised of these
facts and the regular is being followed on clemency applications.

/{oq truly yourla/, / v
W [ g”f Xnefocr

William Barker
Record Clerk

Encl: Schedules & Statement
of application for
Clemency.

CC: Mr. Charles D. McAtes, Director of Penal Institutions

Mr, W.C. Henry, Director of Probation & Parole
WRB/ab
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. KANSAS STATE PENITENTIAR‘.

Lansing, K

ADMISSION CLASSIFICATION SUMMARY

Committed Name:
True Name;
Alias:

Place of Birth:

Register Number
Age:

Color:

Birthdate:

Offense:

Term:

County:

Parole Eligibility:
G. T. Release Date:

Sentenced:
Received:

Minimum:
Maximum:

Name & Number

Disposition

7=5=55, PD, S
Jogeph, MMisac
11=23=55, PD,
Worcheater, V
1=15}45, Comm
i2th Ni.,
S=21=45, PHO,
Army

Div of Te L

& Island Pos

Wash., D.C.,

9=11=47, PMG,
Ay

6=3=li8, Comm,
i3th ND.,

10-8-48, C

11=19<}8, Arxy

2=2)j=56, USHM,
29

ey lap
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KSP No. 264

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
Lansing, Kansas

CLASSIEICATION STUDY

Committed Name: AT ... Register No.

1=71-60, FD,
Gorden City, Kear

1=5=60, S

Lansing,
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KSP No. 264

KANGAS STATE PENITENTIARY
Lansing, Kansas

Committed Name:

te Penitenti

Floney
Perry
felonl
being
Herbert W
made and

FPinney,
Edward 3
fously,
engaged in
Mae Clutte:
provided,

Finney,
Bdward Smit
iously, a
being er
Nancy Mas (
and provide

Finney, the State of Kansas, one | ke and one Perry
Edwerd s the nd ther : [ n & unlawfu : Telon-
fously, 1 L W yeratb 1 o 2 while belng
engegod g

ﬁeéazlf{m_u
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KSP No. 264

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
Lansing, Kansas

CLASSIFICATION STUDY

Committed Name:

known place

Iz a

88 and

PARENT

freque

family b

Parente

thres older
subject and fathe
yoars..v,

SIBLINGS

1. Dorothy : ge 32 Albsrgue:
2. Subject ‘ R

PERSONAL

youngest
has been !
marginal
Home was

did not make
ths Merchent
divorced and
training and

the Mercheant
rged in
ment in the
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KSP No. 264

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
Lansing, Kansas

CLASSIFICATION STUDY

Committed Name: i e : ______ Register No.

PERSONAL HISTORY: (cont'd) Army in 1948 subject worked in Alaska.
Jus to two motorcyele accidents subject
: 3 : m 1954 ¢o 1955 subject worked as a
trucker in Billing a sct made frienda easslly snd found employ-
ment resdi 1 home town of Elko, Nev. in 1955 snd he
ra, 1955,.V. They were apprehended and
| C later recaptured in New York state..V
a prio this institution, being committed in 1956 on burglary
charge and r @l . July 6, 1959,.V. He was later in-
volved in the current offensé with Hlekoek, #4746, end 1s pressntly under
a death

19468 and was
1952, .0V

MEDICAL HISTORY : Subject is a 31 year old, white male
e o t, weighing 140 lba., of

short bulld snd f
left huwerus, 195
Was shot in laft
complaints, howsy
reactive.
EDUCATIONA

data avallgble...
RELIGI 0US H

IMPRESSION:

PROGROS IS 2 The sentence lmposed mskes prognostica-
tion uncertain.

CWM /mh
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. STATE OF KANSAS .
WILLIAM H. AVERY, Governor _.\ I

5. H. CROUSE
Warden

Area Code: 913 - PArkview 7-3235

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
P. 0. Box 2
Lansing, Kansas 66043

March 30, 1965

Judge : Bert J. Vance /
County Attorney: Daniel J. High
Dear Sir:
This is to inform you that Perry Edward SMITH - K.S.P. # 14747
sentenced 4-4-60 , received 4-5-60
from Finney County, to a term of TO HANG
years for the crime of Murder lst Degree 4 Counts Concurrent,
will apply to the Governor at his office in Topeka, Kansas, for

Executive Clemency on date of ppril 29, 1965.

Complying with the requirements of the law, I am writing, asking
what recommendations or objections, if any, you have to make in this

case. Please use this form for your reply.
Respectfully,

S. H. Crouse, Warden

7,

By: WILLIAM R. BARKER
Record Clerk

Note: Make your reply direct to the Governor's Office in Topeka, Kansas

-

(KSP No. 172)
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@arden City, Kansas
March 31, 1965

Honorable William H, Avery
Governor of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Governor Avery:
Judge Vance is out of the office for a few days but I have
talked to him by telephone and he has asked me to advise

you that any recommendation for clemency for Perry Edward
Smith would be unfavorable,

Very truly yours,

kl"/- 7 7 /: 7 )
{Yli ¥z . Lot Z. U ‘"’?‘:)(\;
Lillian C. Valenzuela, CSR
Reporter
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D. C, 20543

February 12, 1965

The Honorable John Anderson, Jr.
Governor of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas

RE: PERRY EDWARD SMITH v.
SHERMAN H. CROUSE, WARDEN
No. 614 Misc., October Term, 1964

Dear Sir:
Confirming my wire of today's date, I enclose
a certified copy of the order signed today by Mr.
Justice White, staying the execution of Perry Edward
Smith.
Kindly acknowledge receipt of this order.
Very truly yours,

JOHN F. DAVIS, Clerk

Chief Deputy

EPC: jmh
Enclosure

ATIR MAIL
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® &

Supreme Court of the United States
No. 614 Mise. | October Term, 19 64

PERRY EDWARD SMITH,

Petitioner,
vs.,

SHERMAN H. CROUSE, WARDEN

UPON CONSIDERATION of the application of counmsel for
the petitioner,

IT IS ORDERED that the execution and enforcement of
the sentence of death imposed upon the petitiomer be, and the
seme is hereby, stayed pending this Court's consideration and
decision on the petition for rehearing in the above-captiomed
case., Should the petition for rehearing be demied, then this
stay is to termimate automatically. In the evemnt the petitiom
for rehearing is granted, then this stay is to contimue pending
the issuance of the mandate of this Court.

S/ BYRON R. WHITE

Associate Justice of the Supreme
Coutt of the United States.

Dated this 12th

day of February, 1965.

A trie copy WAN F. LA
Test

Clerk of the Supreme Couyrt of the United States

o A .
kel Depr iy
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