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The Kansas State Penitentiary case file on Richard Hickock, inmate number 14746. Hickock and his accomplice,
Perry Smith, were convicted of first degree murder for the brutal 1959 killings of Herb and Bonnie Cluitter, their
daughter, Nancy, and son, Kenyon, in Holcomb, Kansas. The murders inspired the non-fiction novel “In Cold
Blood" by Truman Capote. Hickock was executed by hanging on April 14, 1965. Please note that some images
have been removed in accordance with K.S.A. 45-221(a)(29) and have been labeled with pages indicating their
removal. Additional redactions of personally identifiable information made in accordance with K. S. A. 2005
Supp. 45-221(8)(30).
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GEDORGE W. LOONEY

LUSTER P. GOLLAHER
CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF COURT SERVICES
JUVENILE DEPARTMENT
4711 HARRY HINES BLVD.

DALLAS, TEXAS 75235

June 4, 1974

Board of Probation Parole
State Office Building
Topeka, Kansas 66612

Dear Sir:

I am'doing research in the area of psyphopathy and

I would appreciate any revelant data you have on
Richard Eugene Hickcock or Perry Smith. This data
could include any social history or psychological
testing or other significant factors which would help
me identify the psychopathic syndrone.

Any information I receive will be held in the strictest
confidence.

7 ﬁt/ ac [ }R
J. Michae Leyhe
Probation Office
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KSP No. 20 (Rev. Jan. 60) . .

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
Lansing, Kansas

NAME:

ADDRESS:

This copy of the Institutional Correspondence and Visiting rules is sent to you for your information and guidance.

CORRESPONDENCE RULES

1. Only members of the Inmate’s immediate family, (Mother, Father, Sisters, Brothers, Wife and Children) are
placed on his Mailing List. If the Inmate does not have an immediate family, a more distant relative or friend may
be processed. Not more than ten (10) Approved Correspondents will be approved for any Inmate. Married women
will not be approved as a friend.

2. Inmates are allowed to send two (2) free letters each week to an Approved Correspondent or one (1) letter each
to two (2) Approved Correspondents. Inmates are allowed to write a Business Letter when postage is paid from their
Institution account, providing, the letter is strictly of business nature and is deemed necessary.

3. Inmates are allowed to receive mail from Approved Correspondents or in answer to a Business Letter. Letters
from an Approved Correspondent will not be processed for the Inmate which contains letters, notes, pictures, ete. of
anyone who is not an Approved Correspondent. Such letters will be returned to the sender and future violations will
be cause for removal of their name from the Inmate’s Approved Correspondence List. Inmates are permitted to re-
ceive pictures, unmounted, that do not exceed 5 x 7" in size. Letters must be signed with the full name of the
sender, first name or nickname is not sufficient. Inmates name and number must be on the first sheet of the letter for
identification purposes. Letters which do not comply will not be accepted.

4. Clothing or other articles must not be brought or mailed into the Institution without the Approval of the
‘Warden. Newspapers or Magazines are permitted only when received direct from the publisher.

5. Money may be received by Inmates from Approved Correspondents in the form of a MONEY ORDER or BANK
DRAFT. CASH or PERSONAL CHECKS will not be accepted. Inmates may also receive money in payment of a

debt or pension which must have the Approval of the Warden.

VISITING RULES

1. Visits with inmates are restricted to members of the immediate family, (Mother, Father, Sisters, Brothers, Wife
and Children). If the inmate does not have an immediate family, he may request a more distant relative or friend to
be processed for his Approved Visiting List. Not more than ten (10) names of Approved Visitors will be placed on the
Inmate’s Approved Visiting List. Any person who has served a sentence in a Penal or Correctional Institution will
not be permitted to visit. Visits will not be permitted during the Inmate’s first thirty (30) days of confinement,
except, Inmates who are returned for Parole Violations will be permitted visits after fourteen (14) days confinement.

2. Visits will be limited to four one hour periods or one four hour period in each ealender month. The four one hour
visits, if by the same party, shall be at least seven days apart. Visiting on Saturday or Sunday is restricted to a one
hour period.

3. Visits will not be permitted on Holidays. All other days, visiting hours are from 8:30 A.M. to 11:10 A.M., and
from 1:00 P.M. to 3:15 P.M. Special Visits by anyone not on the Approved Visiting List will be limited to the pur-
pose for transaction of business. Special Visits must be approved in writing from the Warden.

TRACY A. HAND, Warden

REFERENCE TO INMATE
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IK“I"IEAFT ‘Il'

Dear Representative Saffels:
Your letter of October 19, 1961, requesting that Mr. Truman Capote be granted
permission to interview two inmates of the Penitentiary, Hickock, Richard Eugene

and Smith, Perry Edward, in connection with a book he is writing has been received.

First, let me apologize for the delay in my reply. Your letter was received while I was
out &f the office due to illness and was held until my return. It is unfortunate

that it may appear that other reporgg were given special consideration in allowing

them to interview these two inmates, while Mr, Capote is not granted an interview.
However, this is not thecase. To my knowledge, two reporé!were allowed to interview
inmaees Hickock and Smith prior to the adoption of the rule covering this situation.

One reporter was granted interviews with the inmates when he accompanied a

Legislative group to the Penitentiary.

After review of the problem, it was decided that ##### interviews with co demned inmates
served no constructive purposes and certainly were not basic rights of the inmates
concerned. Consequently, this office issued a general order prohibiting any interviews
between reporters and inmates. This rule applies to all journalists and writers

since this office does not want to attempt to judge the sincer#ty or abi lity of

various writers who may desire interviews.

Consequently, although I recognize that Mr. Capote is a highly regardef;ter, I dok i

not believe that I am justified in waiving an established rule to allow him to interview

inmates Smith and Hickock. I sincerely rggret that I am unable to grant your reguest.

Yours very truly,

GUY C. REXROAD
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OUGH DRAFT .

Dear Mr. Saffelg:

I have received your letter of October 19, requesting that Mr. Truman Capote be granted
permission to interview inmates Richard Eugene Hickock and Perry Edward Smith at the
Penitentiary at Lansing. First, let me apolakize for not having replied sooner. Your
letter arrived while I was out of the office due to illness and was held until my
return.

Your request requires a rather difficult decision on the part of this office. The rule
prohibiting interviews between inmates and jounalists was adopted precisely because

of the earlier interviews conducted by reporters with Smith and Hickock. 1In the
absence of the regulation on this subject, a reporter accompanying a Legislative

Committee to the Penitentiary was allowed to interview both Smith and Hickock.

Since inmates are the wards of the State, it was believed that it was necessary to adopt

a rule which would prevent them being interviewed for exploitive or ##fi#i##b#h sensational
purposes, Although we realized that some writers would conduct interviews with discretion,
it was considered best to apply the rule to ####tp#{## all journalists alike, rather

than to attempt to judge each writer's sincerity or ability.

Although it is believed that the rule prohibiting interviews between inmates and
reporters is a necessary one, I believe that in fairness to Mr. Capote and other
writers who have been preparing materials on this case the rule dould be waived in this

case.

It is rqquested that either you or Mr, Capote notify this office of the date the

interviews are desired. It should be understood that the interviews must be conducted
blece 4,

in accordance with Penitentiary security policies regarding 1engt%1huiplaee of the

interview.

Yours very truly,

GUY C. REXROAD
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

BOARD OF PROBATION AND PAROLE
Topeka, Kansas State Office Building

e Caealy
Wiy

&

w
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FFICE MEMORANDUM

BOARD OF PROBATION AND PAROLE
Topeka, Kansas State Office Building
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Harry Lytle ‘;
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GEORGE DOCKING ‘ .. EUGENE W. DAVIS
Governor Director

DALE A. SPIEGEL D. E. WINTERBURG
Pardon Attorncy g Interstate Compact Administrator

THE STATE (oo bg] OF KANSAS

gaam! o/ /9 robation and /9 arogz

State Office Building Members
TOPEKA, KANSAS HARRY O. LYTLE, Chairman

uniriy i

EARL L. PETERSEN, Vice-Chairman
Kawsas Crry

REVEREND THOMAS . BENNETT
Hurouinson

WARREN MARTIN

Junction City,Kansas DHELE

Hovember I9 I960

JOE L. HENBEST
LUMBUS

Mr,Duene E,7est,County Attorney
Garden City,Kensas

Dear Mr,West;
Pursuant to our conversation on the phone yesterday,the rejuest,for your appearance

before the Board December 9th to oppose grenting clemency for Richard Hickook,was
presented and it was decided thet your request.be denied

It & our opinion,the law states your asppearamce should be made to the Pardon Attorney

and I understand this is to be December 29th,howewer you can check this with the

publication.
The Board will welcome eny informetion,which you consider pertinent,in writing that

you may wish to prepare and we would request five copies so each member would have

one for his file. /sf\\“‘)"‘y {‘E—U}_(%
Cordially Yours, ’W Meoenel \":';

-1

21 =0

Copy/eugens davis
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COUNTY ATTORNEY

FINNEY COUNTY
GARDEN CITY, KANSAS

EMNiE-WET November 29, 1960 106 West Pine
unty Altorney = [ 2 ~ [ =G ¢Phone 7181

)
Caaite _ e
X, H

. :'. % e }.A 2
ol e 04, ~ Wl
Mr, Harry Lytle uxiQiQiﬁqL AT
Chairman Board of Probation and Parole T
and Members of the Board ;z§;1L &””«4*%&7“Q}£

Gentlemen:

Mr. Dale &, Spiegel, Governor Docking's pardon attorney
tells me that on December 9th you will consider the application
of Richard Eugene Hickock for executive clemency in the case
of State of Kansas vs, Richard Eugene Hickock No, 2322,
wherein Hickock was convicted in the District Court of
Finney County, Kansas, on March 29, 1960, on four accounts
of first degree murder, and the penalty was set by the jury
as death by hanging, Since it is my understanding that
Governor Docking accepts the Board's recommendations approxi-
mately 90 per cent of the time, I would like to take this
means of urging the board to refuse a recommendation of
elemency in this case and to acquaint you with some facts
and information to back up my request,

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a statement taken
from one Floyd Wells, formerly an inmate of the Kansas State
Prison, now serving the balance of his sentence at the
State Reformatory in Hutchinson, This statement was given
to the Kansas Bureau of Investigation on December 10th after
Wells had indicated prior to that time that he knew something
about the Clutter murder, The statement seis out and es-
tablishes the faet that the robbery and murder of the Clutter
family was planned and masterminded by the petitioner,
Richard Eugene Hickock, while he was still incarcerated in
the Penitentiary, Wells testified to the information con-
tained in this statement at the trial here in Finney County
and none of his testimony was at any time controverted by
either of the defendants, Well's statement corroborated
the statement given to us by Perry Edward Smith, co-defendant
in this case, in that Smith stated that he had been asked
to come to Kansas City by Hickock who stated that he had a
"sgore" all lined up., Smith's statement further indicated
that this was to be a case of robbery where there would be
no witnesses left to identify the perpetrators of the crime.
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I am making the statement of Perry Edward Smith avail-
able to Mr, Spiegel only as a means of corroborating the
statement given by Wells, Both of these indicate quite
clearly that this crime was indeed premeditated murder from
the very outset by the petitioner, Richard Eugene Hickock,

I am not going to dwell upon the terrible brutality of
the crime., As you know, it took the life of Mr, and Mrs,
Clutter and two of their children, age 15 and 16, This is
something that all of us would like very much to forget.

At the trial of this case, the jury, after taking into
consideration all of the facts and circumstances, deemed
that this was a clear case of premeditated first degree
murder and was of such magnitude that the extreme penalty of
death should be and was imposed, I believe the jury reached
the correct verdict and I know it was something that they
did not do without a great deal of soul searching and prayer-
ful consideration., I believe that the jury felt that society
must protect itself from an individual such as the petitioner
and the ultimate penalty in this instance is the only way in
which to be absolutely certain that this petitioner does
not once again take human life,

As a law enforcement official, as a private citizen,
and on behalf of what I believe to be a vast majority of
the citizens in the County, I am respectfully requesting
that you deny this request for commutation of sentence
and that you recommend to Governor Docking that he allow
the sentence to be carried out as imposed.

With best regards, I am

Sincerely you:;izf‘f’/
<:*-::)Duane E. West

DEW/dah

cc: Dale A, Spiegel
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