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The Kansas State Penitentiary case file on Richard Hickock, inmate number 14746. Hickock and his accomplice,
Perry Smith, were convicted of first degree murder for the brutal 1959 killings of Herb and Bonnie Cluitter, their
daughter, Nancy, and son, Kenyon, in Holcomb, Kansas. The murders inspired the non-fiction novel “In Cold
Blood" by Truman Capote. Hickock was executed by hanging on April 14, 1965. Please note that some images
have been removed in accordance with K.S.A. 45-221(a)(29) and have been labeled with pages indicating their
removal. Additional redactions of personally identifiable information made in accordance with K. S. A. 2005
Supp. 45-221(8)(30).
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ov.u OF DIRECTOR OF PENAL msr.noxs

BTATE OF KANSAS
1th Floor, Biats Office Huilding
TOPEEA

Juna 22, 1964

The Homorable Johm Andergon, Jr,
Governmor of Kansas

2nd Fleor - Capitol

Topaka, Kanses

Dear Govermor Andersom:

This {s for your informetion in the svent that
Mr. Jenkins carries out his threat ss I am not, unlees
you authorize game, going to change the routine for
these inmates.

Yours truly,

WOVA ¥. STUCKER
Acting Director of Penal Imstitutidpe
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‘ STATE OF KANSAS .
JOHN ANDERSON JR., Governor

5. H. CROUSE
Warden

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
Lansing, Kansas

October 1, 1964

Mr, Nova F, Stucker

Acting Director of Penal Institutions
11th Floor, State Office Building
Topeka, Kansas 66612

Re: HICKOCK, Richard Eugene
KSP No. 14746

SMITH, Perry Edward
K 0. 14747

Dear Mr, Stucker:
Enelosed please find a letter just received from Mr. Truman Capote.

I would like to bring you up to date on Mr, Capote., He is a
rather well known author who is writing a boek on the Clutter murder
case, He attended the trial and has kept in touch with Hickock and
Smith since that time., I have been informed Hickock will request that
Mr, Capote attend his execution, if and when it takes place, It is
understood Mr, Capote is holding up completion of his book until the
fate of Hickoek and Smith is finally settled.

Mr, Capote has visited Hickock and Smith several times. In the
past he has stopped in Topeka and received clearance from your office
or from the Governor's Office, Mr, Kaiser or Mr, MeAtee usually called
me concerning the visits. Perhaps I should alert you to the fact if a
man about 5 feet tall, approximately 50 years of age, and with a walk
and voice such as you have seen and heard many times during your prison
eareer, comes in your office it almost undoubtedly will be Mr, Capote,

It is my feeling that the mere fact Mr. Capote has always been
cleared in the past it does not necessarily follow that this elearance
extends to the proposed visit in October or to any future visits.
Accordingly, I would like to be instructed concerning my actions in
the event Mr. Capote arrives at the Penitentiary without first clearing
through Topeka,

Very truly yours,

S. H, CROUSE
SHC:hes Warden
Encl: As stated
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| %ic%ita Gaqle iﬁea.cnn

Morning, Evening and Sunday
WICHITA 1, KANSAS

MARCELLUS M. MURDOCK, Publisher

January 13, 1962.

Warden Tracy Hand
Kansas State Peni%entiary,
Lensing, Kans;s.

Dear Sirs

I have been informed by Coll Guy Rexroad that he has
granted permission to Truman Capote, a writer from New
York, to interview Richard Hickocks

Inasruch as the present prison rules prohibit all other
writers, including myself, from seeing or corresponding
with Hickock I would appreciate very much you conveying
the following information %o Richard Bugene Hickoeks

"Under terms of the contract between Richard
Bugene Iickock and Mack Nations whereby Mack
llations edited and made ready for publication
the story of Richard Bugene Hickock's 1life,
said Richard Eugene Hickoek granted to Mack

Hations rights to any and¥X all of
that story Iorever.

"The terms under which that contract was draune

at the request of Richard Bugene Hickocke=have been
and still are being carried out by Mack Nations

in every detail.

"In the event that Richard Bugene Hickock violates
that contracty verbally or otherwikse, with and by
giving interv!ews concerning his life to Truman
Capote or any other person, then Richard Bugene
Hickoek automatically forfeits forever the one=
half interest the contraet ealls for him to rew
celve of any and all moneys received from sale

of the story by lNack liations."

I would also like Mr. Hickock informed that any or all
noneys he received from Mr. Capote, or any other writer,
for information concerning his life which vioiates this
contract will be lmpounded insofar as legally possible
pending a damage sult outcome which will be filed against
binm by Mack Naticnse

If you will be so kind as to give Mre. Iickock this informa=
tion, and acknowledge such to me I will be grateful.
Yours trulys
Yexroad
Mack Nationse
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