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/ . STATE OF KANSAS .

LOGAN H. SANFORD

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

OFFICE PHONE

DIRECTOR CE B.0011 EXT. 266

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
TOPEKA

December 5, 1960

Mr. Dale Spiegel
Parole Attorney
Governor's Office
State House
Topeka, Kansss

RE: RICHARD EUCENE HICKOCK
Dear Dale:

I understand the above-captioned subject will have a
hearing before the Governor on 12-29-60 on his appli-
cation for executive clemency.

Having been one of the investigating of ficers on the
Clutter murder case, I am truthfully stating it was
undoubtedly the most vicious and brutal crime that was
ever committed in the State of Kansas, if not in the
United States.

I realize that you are familiar with this case, so I
won't go into the details, but if Hickock or Perry
Edward Smith are ever granted executive clemency,

it will be one of the greatest miscarriages of Justice
that the State of Kansas has ever seen.

Very truly yours,

[zf‘ﬂ/iewa;/
A. A, Devwey, Special Agent
Kansas Bureau of Investigation
Box 779

Garden City, Kansas

N. B—ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO LOGAN H. SANFORD, DIRECTOR
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. STATE OF KANSAS
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
LOGAN H. SANFORD, DIRECTOR
TOPEKA

RETURN AFTER FIVE DAYS

Garden City, Kansas

Mr. Dale Spiegel, Parole Attorney,
. Governor's Office
Statehouse
Topeka, Kensas
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COUNTY ATTORNEY

FINNEY COUNTY
GARDEN CITY, KANSAS

DUANE E. WEST November 29, 1960 106 West Pine
County Altornay 6 Phone 7181

Dale A, Spiegel
Pardon Attorney
Governor's Office
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Dale:

Enclosed is a carbon copy of a letter I have this day
addressed to Mr, Harry Lytle and Members of the Board of
Probation and Parole, In the letter I am requesting that
they recommend that the Governmor deny clemency to petitioner,

L"_lljc_nard Eugene Hickock,

Under separate cover I am mailing you the court reporter's
statement taken from the co-defendant in this case, Perry
Edward Smith, together with a copy of the statement taken
from Floyd Wells, As I have pointed out to the Board, the
statement of Perry Edward Smith corroborates the story
Wells told concerning Hickock being the one who conceived
of this erime of robbery and murder, The statement of
Perry Edward Smith was not offered as evidence in the
case against Hickock but Smith's oral confession and state-
ments were related to the jury by Agent Dewey and applied
only to the question of Smith's guilt., Since you are not
limited to evidenciary rules, I believe you will find
Smith's statement very interesting. It is, we believe, an
almost completely accurate statement of what occurred,

I talked with Mr., Lytle by telephone at your suggestion
requesting permission to appear before the Board on December
9th, He stated that this was not the Board's policy but
that he would discuss the matter with the Board and let
me know through Mr, Davis, To date I have heard nothing,
so do not know whether I will be at the hearing or not.

In all probability I will not be there unless I hear from
the Board,

I would be pleased to hear from you as to the par-
ticular manner in which the hearing on December 29th will
be conducted and would appreciate having any suggestions
which you might be able to make regarding the best approach
to use with the Governor. I would also appreciate knowing
whether the Governor's office has been receiving any mail
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about this matter, It would seem to me that it would be
most expeditious of the Govermor to continue all of these
matters over into the lap of the incoming executive, especi-
ally in view of the fact that the court has not yet heard
the appeals pending in this case.

Thanking you for your assistance and with best regards,
I am

Sincerely yours,
//" Ll —
ane E, West
DEW/dah

enc.,
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- COUNTY ATTORNEY

‘ FINNEY COUNTY
GARDEN CITY, KANSAS =
DUANE £ WEST Jof:, B gy 106 West Pine
Ce H | 7 [} Pl 7181
‘ounty, 'ornay May 9 ) 1960 i one

i

OFFits LT UU'rLr'iNOR

Honorable Dale Spiegel
Pardon Attorney
Governor's 0ffice
State House

Topeka, Kansas

Dear Dale:

Last week I stopped by the Governor's office in order
to visit with him about the Clutter case, Since you were
out of the office and unavailable in Kansas City, he would
not discuss the matter with me without your presence. This
was fine with me as I can understand why he would want you
present.

I tried several times to contact you in Kansas City
as I was there all day Wednesday for the County Attorney's
meeting, I had hoped to visit with you about this matter
at that time,

I am scheduled to argue a criminal appeal before the
Supreme Court on June & and I would appreciate it very much
if you would set up an appointment for me for Thursday,
the 9th of June, so that I can talk with the Governor about
this matter, If he does not wish to discuss it with me,
then kindly let me know as much so that I will not be
anticipating visiting with him, I feel that his refusal to
see me last Tuesday merely because of your absence was some-
what of a run around and I, very frankly, do not appreciate
that at all. Be that as it may, I would like very much to
visit with him on the 9th and would appreciate your confirm-
ing this date with him through Mr. Sullivan if at all
possible,

With best regards, I am
Sincerely yours%
Duane E. West

DEW/th
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® ' ®
kg KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY

PRISONER'S INTERVIEW

Reg. No. 14746, ... . Name HICKOCK, Richard Eugena ... ... Date Received LoSwf0......
Alias County  Finney Sentence_ Ha years

Crime: Murder lst Degree

Industrial school as No.

Reformatory as No. received at

State Industrial Reformatory From to a term of

years for the crime of Paroled Discharged

Penitentiary as No. 13651  as Same Received_jar 158 at Lansing

State Penitentiary Kansas from_dohnson toaterm ol 1 to 5

years for the crime of _ Grand larceny
Paroled  Aug 13 159 Discharged

Penitentiary as No. Received at

State Penitentiary from to a term of

years for the crime of

Paroled Discharged

Penitentiary as No. Received at

State Penitentiary 3 from to a term of

years for the crime of
Paroled Discharged , i
Nativity Kansas City, Kanss How long have you lived in this state? T,ife Weight_165

Age 28 years. Color White Religion_ Prot Occupation___Painter(Aute)
Grade of education _High School Drink  No Smoke _Yag Chew_To Use dope 1

Are you married? ___DI¥ Tt so, number of children_ (4) 8, 7, 3, 2 years of age.

Wife d E f Address

Mother_ Eunice Hickock Address _#R#1 , Edgerton, Kansas o
Father_ Wglter Hickock Address _Same

Have you any brothers or sisters?_1 B Give names and addresses Walter David Hickock, Rt#/

Paola, Kanass.
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In case of death notity Papents (Address on the other side)

Have you now or have you ever had any relatives in prison? It so, give particulars__ o

Is there any insanity in your family? If so, give particulars__ No

Your age when you left home__ 19 Why did you leave home__ Marpied

Were your home surroundings pleasant or unpleasant Pleasant

At what age were you first arrested? 17

Give particulars of the crime for which you are now committed_"Plead not guilty and found guilty
by Jury Trial,"

Are you a naturalized citizen? native Borpm
Port of entry to U.S. If foreign born By what steamship and line

Merines
Were you in the Zvomy_1110337 If so, place and date of enlistment Qlathe, Kans. 1951 ;
Undegirable, Jume 19, 1958,

Place where crime was committed_Garden City, Kdlow long were you in jail before trial 3 months,
And where _Fipnevy County Jail Did you plead guilty? ji

Resident _No ) (Edgerton, Kansas.) Transient

Give place you have lived during past six years, if outside of state__Tio

What do you consider the main cause of your downfall "Victim of Circumstance."
Were you employed when crime was committed _ Bob Sands Garege, Olathe, Kansas.

I have truthfully answered the n:;ueations asked of me, and hereby direct the Warden of this prison to open

and examine all letters and other mail that may come addressed to me, while I am an inmate of this institution,

: A AR A
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CliYy @R DAODGECLTY

POLICE DEPARTMENT

DODGE CITY, KANSAS

RAMOM K. HOUSE
CHIEF OF POLICE
and

CITY MARSHAL

January 8, 1960

Hon. George Docking
Governor, State of Kansas
State House

Topeka, Kansas

Dear Governor Docking:

The undersigned talkes this opportunity to express congratulations to
Director Logan Sanford of the K.B.I., and his staff, for the successful
locating and apprehension of fugitives Smith and Hickock who are charged
in the Clutter murder case of Fimney County. Iuch consideration is given
all of the agencies who participated in the investigation.

Being fully aware that all law enforcement results from united effort, I
wish especially to comment that any far reaching investigeation which is
brought to a successful conclusion is done so because of professionally
intelligent organization and coordination. In this regard I extend to
K.B.I. Agent Al Dewey special congratulations. His work and his devotion
to dubty are in the highest tradition of the profession.

You can be Justly proud.

Sincerely Yours

oy

Ramon K, House
liarshal, Dodge City
cc: Director Logan Sanford

Agent Al Dewey

REH/v]
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