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OFFICE OF THE CLERK
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D. C, 20543

February 3, 1965

The Honorable John Andersom, Jr.
Governor of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas

RE: RICHARD EUGENE HICKOCK v.
SHERMAN H, CROUSE, WARDEN
No. 610 Misc,, October Term, 1964

Dear Sir:

Enclosed is a certified copy of the order
signed today by Mr, Justice White, staying the
execution of Richard Eugene Hickock.

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this order.

Very truly yours,
JOHN F. DAVIS, erk

-
By
7

Michael Rod Jr.
Deputy Clerk

MRjr:jmh
Enclosure

AIR MAIL

www.kansasmemory.org/item/208963 ~ Page 637/723
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

SOCIETY

Kansas Memory QD) K

Richard Eugene Hickock inmate casefile

Supreme Court of the United States

No. 6RO Mise. , October Term, 19 6

RICHARD EUCENE HEICKICK,

Fetitioner,
8.

LUELAN k. LROUGE, SORUEN

OB CONSIUERATION of the applicetion of counmsel fovr
ehe potitiomer,

17 15 CROERED chat the emscution and emforcement of
the pentence of demcth iwpcoed uon the petitioner be, ané the
same s beveby, stayéd peafing this Court's comsideration and
decieion on the petition for rebesring im the above-captioned
case. GShould the petition for wehearing be demied, then this
stay is Co tesmimete autometicelly. In the eveat the petition
for rehearing is gronted, them this stay is ©o continue pemiing
the issuance of the mandate of this Court.

S/ BYRON R. WHITE

Agsoelates Justice of the syraw
Court of the Uniced States.

A true eopyy 10HN F. DAYIS

Clerle gf the Supremg C
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MEMORANDUM TO FILE %
M CDM / e

Re: HICKOCK, Richard Eugene

On June 10, 1964, pursuant to a request from the above-captioned
inmate - he was interviewed at the Kansas State Penitentiary.

Hickock indicated that it was his desire to make Application
for Executive Clemency to the Governor of Kansas in the near
future, inasmuch as he anticipated that the decision of the
10th Circuit Court of Appeals would be forthcoming in the ~tiar
iuaure and would be adverse. He stated that he did not know

e should make Application for Executive Clemency at that
time, or wait until an appeal had been taken to the United States
Supreme Court. He was advised that this is a decision which he
and his counsel should make, however, it was his constitutional
and legal right to make application at any time which he saw fit.

During the interview Hickock stated, among other things, the
following:

"] am not guilty of murder. I didn't kill any of
those people. I didn't willingly participate in
that thing, as a matter of fact, I darmed near got
killed myself.

Perry has told four people that he alone was re-
sponsible they are--

Chaplain Jim Post
Kansas State Penitentiary

Al Dewey
KBI Agent

Wendle Meier
Jailer at the time of their incarceration in
Finpey County and now Sheriff

Truman Capote and Nelle Harper Lee
I believe that Perry involved me because I went back on

my word to him. He told me that if we ever got caught,
just to keep my mouth shut--but if it ever looked like
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MEMORANDUM mgu: (Cont'd)

we were going to be convicted he would cop out.
I copped out in Las Vegas--couldn't stand the
pressure I guess. So hetold them that I shot
those two women.

There was no premeditation, no plan, we never
even discussed it. He just went off half-cocked
and did it. I wasn't even in the room when he
killed Mr. Clutter.

I am not a killer, not a murderer--a lousy,

no good thief, yes-but not a murderer. If I'd
have killed those people-if I'd have pulled that
trigger-I1'd have not even appealed-I'd have gone
over there in the corner and had my neck broke a
long time ago 'cause I believe in capital punish-
ment--but I didn't.

I think I am entitled to a new trial that is all

I have ever asked for since the day I was arrested
in Las Vegas. All I want is a new trial! That is
all I can ask. If a jury of 12 people, who were
unbiased, would hear all the facts and know all
the details, and could still go ahead and find me
"Guilty", then I would go on over there and get my
neck broke like a man."

The story which Hickock released to Mack Nations was mentioned,
and he was asked why he would allow such a story to be written
if he hadn't participated in the crime as he is now alledging.

He said, "I let him write that story to get money to
hire a lawyer. I would have let him write anything
for that. I wrote two stories, that one and then

one that was the truth. The Attorney General's Office
has the one that he published and now they are going
to use it against me. I wonder if they have the other
story? Mack Nations told me that the true story of my
participation wouldn't sell, that people wouldn't want
to read that, they wanted gory details. I have written
another short story since then but it is hard to write
anything down there in that jail. I would like to do
something to get out of there--get hung or something!"

Hickock stated that he was going to consult with his counsel
Joe Jenkins about applying for Executive Clemency in the near
future.
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AAETTRR
STATE OF KANSAS DIHCZENQUSTAIN
JOHN ANDERSON JR., Governor Int 3 . b

23 APR 27 1964

‘e THE AOVERD
S. H. CROUSE { OVERNOR
Warden

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
Lansing, Kansas

ST
gt 106,
April 24, 196

3

d Eugene
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261953

Gev, aAndersen,
Tepeka, Kansas
ear Govener;-
AFTER ALL THEY ADMIT TH EIR GUILTR is the subject of an a
article recently appearing in the Dedge City Glebe, ( Clipping enclesed)
Seme feur years and still in eur courts. This situatien will hardly
effect a change in the growing criminal pepupatien in the Kansas City area
and elsehwere ubeut s state.
Surely y eu as Govener of the state aleng Xkk with the legislature

pen te cenvene will give this (tter the mxt prempt attentien it deserves,

I have always theught the f”ir;t and feremest purpese of law 1s te

havehave an erderly, law abiding secisty, and of ceurse this naturally
alls fer adequate centrel ef the criminals- these whe held the lawa of
land in centempt. At this time , there seems te be a surge in crime

tilcularly in the Hansas Clty ures ["am sure yeu will agree with methat

public interest in gxsxe Xixxrx dees net relish th thought ef the

Clutter murderers ’
pessibilitynef the Gt sn

wrmngers might wéll be allewsd tleir freliem
and with 1t the centinuatien of their interrupted criminal career.

fhe public is very muech interested in the eutceme of the Cluter
mirder case and its prelenged stay in the ceurts.Surely yeu will net
fall te recepnize th e impertance ef this matter and will take appre-

priute actien as Gevenor of the State .,

Yours Henry D. #4hrens faela Kan,

Ve

freiee P
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“gees ‘out to A. M. Flel Harrison
e attorneys. They d:d npt want the
5obot’defendl-ng Hickack and Perry Smith | :
ﬁrstplne‘m;lonlytmknum unavoidable du
g townspeople were just a |
e on:hematthethnetnrdningwhu
i 'eioﬂz‘sthuughtqumg |
_hear. And now a pair of attorneys the | i
: Liberties Union rip them apart for not doing |
. enough. Emugh would be measured by getting
* their unwanted clients off scot-free, one supposes.
Weaskwhu.t ﬂmeshtes attorney at the hearing
—what 1 they o do? They had

)y told them they hui
been mistreate
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

November 28, 1962

Honorable John Anderson, Jr.
Governor of the State of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas

RE: RICHARD EUGENE HICKOCK v, SHERMAN H,
CROUSE, WARDEN
No. 747 Misc,, October Term, 1962

Dear Governor Anderson:

I am enclosing herewith a certified copy
of the order signed today by Mr. Justice White
staying the execution and enforcement of the
sentence of death in the above=entitled case. Will
you kindly acknowledge receipt.

Very truly yours,

JOHN F. DAVIS, Clerk

By e A ) \
= \ - i} ”E" __/LL_'EL_.—:L‘{" —f—

)

E. P. Cullinan
Chief Deputy

EPC:cas
Enclosure
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Supreme Court of the United States
No. 747 Misc, , October Term, 1963

RICHARD SUGENE HIGROCK,
Potitioner,

UPON CONSLDERATION of the application of
counsel for the petitioner,

IT IS ORDERED ghat the exacution and enforcemant
of the sontence of doath isposed upon the petitiomer be, and
the same is heveby stayed pending action upon certiowari,
Should the petition be denied, the stay is to terminate
sutomatically. Im the event the petitiom for certiorvaxi is
granted, the stay ie to contintm pending the ilssuance of the
mandaze of this Court.

/S/ Byron R. White
4Lspocliate Justice oi ths Supreas
Court of the Unicefl States.

Daced this _ 28th

day of Hovember, 1962
A true copy JOHN F. DAYIS

Tes £
Clerls of the Suprente Coyrt af' the United States

BY_.

bl R s
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