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The Kansas State Penitentiary case file on Richard Hickock, inmate number 14746. Hickock and his accomplice,
Perry Smith, were convicted of first degree murder for the brutal 1959 killings of Herb and Bonnie Cluitter, their
daughter, Nancy, and son, Kenyon, in Holcomb, Kansas. The murders inspired the non-fiction novel “In Cold
Blood" by Truman Capote. Hickock was executed by hanging on April 14, 1965. Please note that some images
have been removed in accordance with K.S.A. 45-221(a)(29) and have been labeled with pages indicating their
removal. Additional redactions of personally identifiable information made in accordance with K. S. A. 2005
Supp. 45-221(8)(30).
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HAME; HICKOGK e R NI DATR 7211-63

I, THE ABOVE NAMED INMA { . DEPUTY WARDEN THE FOLINWING ARTICLES

.
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&
WESTERN UNION

ESTES PARK, COLORADO

RICHARD EUGENE HICKOCK
BOX 2, LANSING, KANSAS

VACATIONING, ADVISED OF AUGUST & DATE OF EXECUTION, WILL HANDLE DON'T
WORRY, LETTER FOLLOWS,

G Al o 0

Received at 1:20 p.m. July 2, 1963
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WESTERN UNION

RICHARD FUGENE HIckoex /47 Y&
BOX 2, LANSTNG, EANSAS

VACATIONING, ADVISED OF AUGUST 8 DATE OF EXTCUTION, WILL HANDLE DONeT
WORRY, LETTFR FOLLOWS,

CENTRAL FILE s

JOSEPH P, JENKINS

JUL 21968
V'( : WARDEN'S OFFICE

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY

Received at 1:20 pen, July 2, 1963
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DEPUTY WARDEN®S OFFICE

HAME; HICKOCK ! WUMBER 14746 DATE __ 6-8-€3

I, THE ABOVE NAMED INMATE, RECEIVED FROM THE DFFUTT WARDEN THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES
i GOOD ORDER THIS DATE.

. 6 PISCES OF WHITE CHALE.

_____APFROVED BY THE WARDEN; 6=-€3

ST

TERTRAL TILE
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DEPUTY WARDEN®S OFFICE

DATE 6=2B8=83

NAME;  HIGEOGK ___ NUMBER___ 14748

I, THE ABOVE NAMED INMATE, RECEIVED FROM '
I GOOD ORDER THIS DATE.

2 BOLL SKEIGHING PABER & 1 ROLL PASTEL PAPER FOR PATMITNG,

____ AFPROVED FY THE WARDEN; 6-28-6€3,

0LLOWING ARTICLES
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L4746 _DATE___ 6=14-83

HE DEPUTY WARDEN THE FOLLORING ARTICLES

1 5 x 7 Photograph,

AFPFROVED BI THE WARDEN3 SwldeBie ... .
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DEPUTY WARDEN'S OFFICI

FUUBER___JATAS _
DEPUTY WARDEH THE FOLLOWING ARTICIES }

KAME; HICKOCE

1, THE ABOVE NAMED INMATE, RECEIVED ¥BEsl THE
IN GOOD ORDER THIS DATE.

1 SKETGH PAD - jciSlni-gespers ,/COLOR STICKS, 1 BIG B OX COLOR STIKa o
APPROVED BY THE WARDENj 5-28-‘39_

Lo Tl

i
g ek
P AR
=

CEMRAL FILE

SIGNED ¢
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FFRICE

. DATE 4«17«63

I, THE .BOVE NAMED I D FROM THE DIHBTY WARDEN THe FOLLOWING
ARTICLsS IN GOOD ORDER

2 CRAFT TINE STIX, 1 24x36 Sketch Pad, 1 Chamois,

_AFPROVED BY THE WA BDBN; 4-17=63,

Cgntral Fsle i
#M Stgoets_onkacks /Y244

Name & Number)
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HICKOCK U 746

48 Pastel Colors, 1 12x18 drawing pad.
APPROVED BY THE WARDEN: 3=12-63,

o
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-

HICKOCK ® 746

1 Package of 2 dz., Pastel Pencils,
APPROVED BY THE WARDEN: 2-21-63,

g7

Bk & Blothach 1119
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INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
Kansas State Penitentiary

Kront Office nf: WIEE i stmipe 00 0 L o L Date: May 1, 2063
To: ~ Captain of the Guard SUbjmt:_74 Hickock & Smith
# (A TELE

lr, Capot and lady friend will be here epprosimtely
£00 a.m, They 7411 interview Hickook and Smith in the
room, pne at a time, The officer will stay out of
+bhe hour only for cach Hickook and Smith,

lﬁéﬂ’:&;

B

KANSAS STAT%DFNENT

i | O
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s =
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KSP No. 8

(oo o ® s> vc

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY Number

Lansing, Kansas L Bhibocd

INMATE REQUEST TO STAFF MEMBER Name

To: s, M:fau @epafy lprdens Date: 3/, 4/ 42, (P44,

arid Title’af Officer or Department)

State completely but briefly the problem on which you desire assistance. (Be specific.)

Sikn Aecarding o adninishalive poliesy, sen on desth eom incoceeralod in segeegalion, ace allacd.
}x‘Mgﬁez enaheatiecded those iuthe. same proximi i:u,[ﬂes.u!bu; ixdesial of . codia ,=xcrsire, cls, ef;J Eg&r&r&d‘uﬁ:
Yhe presenl eslablished sTanderd the relessing oF sevatnlmen Tathe. popolaliou. canse s The mpplicalion. of snid policy Ta_.

saply Tnmers on death row. Would you plense advise_desth row prisayers stz the pporsvimate date. ﬁkgguuic_ expected

Zobe relensed To The popu dntion £ TF you do sick passess Mhis. inSoceration, please. fososnd_ferm. 2. ToThe swprdent a. sZqu!e'yv.
B ¥ork Rasicmroant B 00t oo Cell Location: /4~ ST

e rz.//%f {%’7 /_@é/’ Bt %%M%&y&er
M&Z&é e -é ',ad- &Watfe»(éfp«. MMJ?__
/;ffﬂ?’ !MM@—/V /ffﬁfm AT
-«—’—’:r_ W"Z/Z& /{a/z‘séw‘—( - =
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CENTRAL FILE

K30 1964

WARDEN’S OFFICE

KANSAS STATE PENITENT IARY
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l.ll-‘i“l(.‘;..)l" DIRECTOR OF PENAL l?‘::f'i‘l.'ih_‘(ﬁ

-minati

has ade

APR 6 1965
WARDEN'S OFFICE

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY

CDM: y£1
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INTER-OFFICE COMMUNIC’TION
Kansas State Penitentiary

From Office gf: The Warden Date:_Ppril 2, 1965
# 14746 HICKOCK
To: # 1h7k7  SMITH Subicct: Telephone Call

Mr. Jenkins, Attorney at Law, called this afterncon. He will be here
Saturday afternocon with several d ts to be signed. Arrangements

have been made to have a notary available.

CENTRAL FILE

APR #1965
gN'S OFFICE

KANSAS STATE DENITENTIARY
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. STATE OF KANSAS .

WILLIAM H. AVERY, Governor

S. H. CROUSE
Warden

Area Code: 913 - PArkview 7-3285

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
P. 0. Box 2
Lansing, Kansas 66043

20d_NOTICE

I
Judge ; Bert J. Vance &

County Attorney‘ Deniel J. High

Dear Sir:

This is to inform you that E.8.F ‘ “z‘ﬁ
sentenced ‘_w , received b5-60 < ( e

from Finney County, to a term of m
XE9EX for the crime of wurder 1st Degree Four (4) Counts Concurrent.

will apply to the Governor at his office in Topeka, Kansas, for

Executive Clemency on date of Apreil 29, 1965.

Complying with the requirements of the law, I am writing, asking
what recommendations or objections, if any, you have to make in this

case. Please use this form for your reply.
Respectfully,

S. H. Crouse, Warden

s a1
i WILLIA gjnn
8 ecord Clerk

Note: Make your reply direct to the Governor's Office in Topeka, Kansas
WRB/eb

(KSP No. 172)
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INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
Kansas State Penitentiary

ﬁommﬁﬂ\sf:M cas Date:__April 1, 1965
# 14746 HICKOCK
To: # 14747 SMITH Subject: Telephone Call

Mr. Jenkins, Attorney at Law, called this office this morning and
requested you both be informed as follows:

At 2:00 p.m. this afternoon, application for npﬁwo will be
presented to Governor Avery.

Towerds the end of the week, Mr. Ju&!umhtobclnnto
have you sign 1507 applications.

CENTRAL FILE

APR 1 1965
WARDEN'S OFFICE

KANSAS STATF PENITENTIARY
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KSP No. 1 .. “

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
Kansas State Penitentiary

From Office of:_K, B HANTON w Actdng Usxden  Date: Mapoh 31, 1648 _
HIDKOCK
To:. 7 FIAYEY SOFR Subject: Clemeney Heowings

Hro Bomey called today and requasted that I inform you the Clewency hesrings

before the Bourd will be Tussdey morning, April 6, 1965, Iuset tine has mob
been set for the hearings.

Mscese.  CENTRAL FILE

the Guard
‘ MAR 3 + 1965

WARDEN'S OFFICE?}V%;'Z&V:—-&— k=

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
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OFFI(.OF DIRECTOR OF PENAL lNSTl.I‘IONS

STATE OF KANSAS
1128-8, State Office Building
TOPEKA

March 30, 1965

Mr. Kenneth Harton, Acting Warden
Kansas State Penitentiary

Box 2

Lansing, Kansas

b
/4

ATTENTION: Mr, William R. Barker, Record Clerk

Dear Mr. Harton:

'.

34

RE: Richard E. Hickock, KSP #14746
Perry E. Smith, KSP #14747

You are hereby authorized to proceed immediately with legal notice
for the above captioned inmates to the official county newspaper of
Finney County, Kansas and in such notice to indicate that an applica-
tion for Executive Clemency will be made to the Governor, in his office,
at Topeka, Kansas onm April 29, 1965. Such notice to first appear in
said newspaper on Wednesday, March 31, 1965. Proper notice should also
be given to the trial judge and prosecuting attorney pursuant to
K. 5. A. 62-2216.

The fact that such notice is being published, or that you in your
official capacity as Record Clerk of the Kansas State Penitentiary are
mailing such notice in accordance with the routine functions of your
office is not, under any circumstance, to be construed, nor is the in-
ference to be drawn therefrom, that a reprieve from the scheduled date
of execution, April 14, 1965, will be granted by the Governor of the
State of Kansas.

Ver y your

CHARLES D. McATEE
Acting Director
CDM: dja
cc Governor William H. Avery

Richard E. Hickock file
Perry E. Smith file
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Executive Orrice

STATE OF KANSAS

Torera

Wu, H. AVERY
GovERNOR March 30, 1965

Mr. Joseph P. Jenkins
Attorney at Law

Floor Seven

Huron Building

Kansas City, Kansas 66101

Re: Richard Eugene Hickock

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

In reply to your letter of March 27, 1965, concerning
an application for clemency on behalf of the above
referred to individual, it is requested that you sub-
mit your application to this office on or before
April 5, 1965. Immediately upon receipt of that
appllcatlon in this office, it will be referred to
the Board for investigation and report as provided

by K.S.A. 62-2216.

In accordance with established procedures, I am
setting a hearing at the prison with Mr. Hickock
for April 6, 1965, at which time the Board and I
will heax anythlng that he may have to say or
present. If you desire to be present, I am
affording you that opportunity.

I am further setting aside April 12, 1965, for a
hearing in this office at which tlme you w1ll be
afforded an opportunity to present any other

matters in connection with the application that

you may choose. At the conclusion of the hearing

on April 12, 1965, if the Governor, based upon the
report of the Board and recommendations that I

shall make, is disposed to consider your application
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favorably, then a reprieve will be granted for a
sufficient length of time to permit notice to the
trial judge and prosecuting attorney of the county
in which the conviction had, together with the re-
quired publication of notice.

This procedure will grant to your client the
privilege of a full clemency hearing together with
every opportunity to present all matters, that are
pertinent, and material to the application.

Yours truly,

P. A. TOWNSEND
Pardon Attorney

PAT:3jn
cc: Mr. Richard Eugene Hickock

Board of Probation and Parol
Mr. William Barker, Records Clerk
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THE STATE [(E=25 OF KANSAS

Wu. H. AVERY + GOVERNOR
‘TopERA 66612

Mr. William Barker
Records Clerk

Lansing, Kansas
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STATE OF K

WILLIAM I, AVE
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I, Richard Eugene Hickock, sentenced
on April the 4th, 1960 for the crime of murder first

degree four counts concurrent, in Finney County, Kansas,

will apply in the month of April, 1965, on the 29th

day thereof for executive clemency, to the Governor,

at his office in Topeka, Kansas.

Petitioner, Richard Eugene Hickock
KSP 1u7u6
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