
A hanging in Kansas
This newspaper article published in the Topeka State Journal illustrates the confusion surrounding the history of
state death penalty laws in Kansas. The article concerns the possible execution, under federal law, of a convict at
the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth. The article claims that should this execution proceed "Kansas will see its
first legal hanging in its history as a state." The article concludes by saying "that there never has been a hanging
under state law in Kansas." In fact, between 1862-1888 there were nine legal executions in Kansas under state
law, three under military law, and two under federal law. The state repealed its capital punishment law in 1907.
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