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With the capital punishment law repealed in 1907, the Kansas L egislature made several unsuccessful attempts at
reinstatement in 1927, 1931, and 1933. In 1935, the legislature succeeded in reinstating the death penalty with
House Bill 10. This bill file includes several different versions of the bill. The final version of the bill prescribes
the punishment of death or life imprisonment for persons convicted of first degree murder. The bill allows the jury
trying the case to decide the form of punishment. Although Kansas abolished the death penalty in 1907, no
executions by state authority had occurred since 1870. See a so, " Punishment for Murder in the First and Second
Degree," Laws of Kansas, 1935, Chapter 154.
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HUUSE BILL N¥O. 10. By Mr. Hatch.

AN ACYT relating to crimes and ﬁﬁnalties, prescribing

the punishment for murder in the first and

second degree, amending section 21-403 of the

Revised Statutes of Kansas of 1923, and repeal-

ing said original section.
Be it enacted by the Leglslature of the State of Kansas:

Section 1. That section 21-403 of the Revised
Statutes of Kansas for 1923 be amended to read as follows:
Section 21-403, Persons convicted of murder in the first
degree shall be punished by death or by confinement and
hard labor in the penitentlary of the state of Kansas for
1life, and the jury trying the case shall determine which
punishment shall be inflicted : ffﬂ!iﬂgﬂ;That the death
penalty shall not be inflicted under this Act upon any
person under the age of eighteen years. Those convicted
of murder in the second degree shall be punished by confine-
ment and hard labor for not less than ten years.

Sgg. 2. That section 21-493 of the Revised Statutes
of Kansas for 1923 1s hereby repealed.

Sec. %, This act shall take effect and be in force j

from and after its publication in the statute book. 1
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H. B. No._ /L2 @

HOUSE BILL NO._J/ 4 /

By Mr. Hatch

gy

AN ACT relating to crimes and penalties, prescribing the punish-
ment for murder in the first and second degree, amending
section 21-403 of the Hevised Statutes of Kansas of 1923,
and repealing said original seetioen,

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansss:

Section 1., That section 21-403 of the Revised Statutes of
—
Kansas for 1923 be amended to read as follows: 3ec. 21-403.
Persons convigcted of murder in the first degree shall be punished
by death or by confinement and hard labor in the penitentiary

~—— of the state of Kansas for life, and the jury sssessing the punish=

~— ment shall determine which punishment shall be inflicted: fPro-

vided, however, That the question of tne deatin penalty shall not

be submitted to the jury by the court unless there shall be direct

— evidence of the guilt of the defendantJ Those convicted of

murder in the second degree shall be punished by confinement and
hard lsbor for not less than ten years.

%gs. 2. That seection £1-405 of the Revised Statutes of
Kansasa for 1923 1s hereby repealed.

%gp. 3. This aét shall take effect and be in force from

-
and after its publication in the statute book.
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;

Printed for the Senoté /

HOUSE BILL NO. 10. By Mr, Hatch.

AN ACT relating to crimes and penalties, prescribing
the punishment for murder in the first and
second degree, amending section 21-403 of the
Revised Statutes of Kansas of 1923, and
repealing said original section.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

Sef'__il_j.on 1. That section 21-403 of the ihzvised
Statutes of Kansas for 1923 be amended to read as follows:
Secj 21-403., Persons convicted of murder in the first
degree shall be punished by death or by confinement and
hard labor in the penitentiary of the state of Kansas for

life, and the jury trying the case shall determine which

__ bunishment shall be inflicted. Those convicted of

murder in the second degree shall be punished by confine-

ment and hard labor for not less than ten years.

%gg. 2., That section 21-403 of the Revised

Statutes of Kansas for 1923 is hereby repealed.

S8gc. 3. This act shall take effect and be in
="
force from and after ites publication in the statute

book.

i
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Mg. Paesipent: Your Committee on. JUDICIARY
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have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to report the bill back to the Senate with the recommen-
dation that it be
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Session of 1935

HOUSE BILL No. 10

By Mr. Harcu

AN ACT relating to erimes and penalties, prescribing the punish-
ment for murder in the first and second degree, amending see-
tion 21-403 of the Revised Statutes of Kansas of 1923, and
repealing said original section.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:
Section 1. That section 21-403 of the Revised Statutes of
Kansas for 1923 be amended to read as follows: See. 21-403.

2
3 Persons convieted of murder in the first degree shall be punished @
4

by death or by eonfinement and hard labor in the penitentiary-

5 of the state of Kansas for life, and the jury assessing the puj

6 ment shall determine which punishment shall be inflicted Pﬂ;
vided, however, That the question of the death penalty shall not |
it et Bl -

B be submitted to the jury by the court unless there shall be direct

9 evid?n.ce_of ."n"?e";;rvjﬂi!mcf the defendant, ] Those convieted of mur-
10 r]"er_ ;r?ﬁl?s_en;nf]rlpp;ep_s-ha]ri;(: p.unished b¥ confinement and
11 hard labor for not less than ten vears.

Sec. 2. That section 21-403 of the Revised Statutes of Kan-
2 sas for 1923 is hereby repealed.

Sec. 3. This act =hall take effect and be in foree from and

(%]

after its publication in the statute book.
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STATE OF KANSAS

SENATE CHAMBER

Mg. PreSIiDENT:

I move to amend mf}ili NGl semssain s Dlsamatdasmms st
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"inflicted" the following: Provided,jhat the death penalty shall no
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