Kansas Memory AD) i

SOCIETY
An act to amend section 8, article 2, of chapter 31 of the general statues of 1901

The Kansas Legidlature passed House Bill 66 by January 18 and Governor Edward W. Hoch signed the bill into
law on January 30, 1907. The law abolished capital punishment in Kansas by prescribing life imprisonment,
instead of the death penalty, as punishment for persons convicted of first degree murder. While executions by
state authority were legal in Kansas from 1861-1907, the legislature imposed tighter regulations in 1872 that
required the time of execution to be ordered by the governor. Kansas governors between 1872-1907 refused to
issue execution orders, as required by law, effectively banning state authorized executions during that period.
Governor Hoch was a strong opponent of capital punishment.
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HOUSE FITI MOe 66 BY }Re MNITCHELLe

AN ACT

mp AYD SECTION 8, ARTICLE 2, OF CHAPTER 31 OF THE (NNERAL STATUTES
OF 1901, AND REPEALING STCTION 8, ARTICLE 2, OF CHAPTER 31 OF TEE
CUNERAL STATUTES OF 1901, AND SECTIONS 258, 259, 260, 261, 262, 270

AYD 271 OF ARTICLE 12, CHAPTER 82 OF THRE ("NERAL STATUTES OF 1901.
B IT ENMACTED BY TH' IRGISTATURE OF THE STATE OF FANSAS;

Section le That section 8, article 2, of chapter 31 of the
General Statutes of 1901 be amended so0 &s to read as follm-rﬁ;
Secs8. Persons convicted of rurder in the first depree shall be
punished by confinerent and hard lJabor in the Penitentiary of the

state of Kansas for life. Those convicted of murder in the second

degree shall be punished by confinerment and hard laba for not legs

than ten yearss I
Secs 2+ Original section 8, article 2, of chapter 31 of the
feneral Statutes of 1901, and sections 258, 259, 260, 261, 262, 270,
and 271, article 12, of chapter 82, of the General Statutes of 1901,
being paragraphs 5703, 5704, 6706, 5706, 5707, 5708 and 5709 of said
statutes, and all acts and parts of acts in conflict herewith are

hereby repeclede

Seecs 3¢ This act shall take ef® cé and be in force from and

after its publication in the statute-book.
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MR. SPEAKER: Your Committee on Judiciary, to whom was
referred House bill No. 66, An act to amend section 8, article
2, of chapter 31 of the General Statutes of 1901, and repeal-
ing section 8, article 2, of chapter 31 of the General Statutes
of 1901, and sections 258, 259, 260, 261, 262, 270 and 271 of
article 12, chapter 82, of the General Statutes of 1901, have
had the same under consideration, and instruet me to report
the bill back to the House with the recommendation that it be
passed. S. L. RYAN, Chairman.
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House Bill No._(_a(a By Mr. Mitochell.

AN ACT to amend Sectlion 8, Artinle 2, of Chenter 31 of the General
gtetutes of 1901, end repealing Section 8, Artigle 2, of Chanter
%1 of the General Statutes of 1801, and Seations 2568, 259, 260,
261, 262, 270, and 271, of Artinle 12, Cherter 82 of the General
Statutes of 1801.

e —— o
T Qe

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE 07 KAWQAS,

Section 1. Thet Section 8, Article 2, of cChapter 31 of the
General Statutes of 1801 be smended so 2s=to resd as follows: Persons
convicted of murder in the first degree shell be punishied by nonfine-
ment end herd lebor in the penitentiary of the 3tete of Kansss for life.

Those convicted of murder in the sesond degree shall be punished by

oonfinement end herd lebor for not less hhan ten yesars.
f\-’ Section 2. Originsl Section 8, Artiscle 2, of Chapter 31 of
the General Statutes of 1901, and Sections 258, 259, 260, 281, 282,

270 end 271, Artinle 12, of Chapter 82 of the Genersl Statutes of 1901,
. Sasel Slrdiiio
being " sragraphs 5703, 5704, 5706, 5708, 5707, 5708 snd 5709, 2nd

all ects end parts of asts in conflint herewith are hereby reresled.

Section 3. This act shall ts.{zﬁeffeot az;-i be in forsce from

and sfter its publication in the
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