Kansas Memory AD) i

SOCIETY
An act defining and providing for the punishment of certain crimestherein named

Chapter 27, Section 1 of the General Laws of the State of Kansas (1861) provides for punishment by death for any
person convicted of treason against the state. The legislature enacted the law at its first session ending March 26,

1861. The following year, the Legislature enacted a death penalty for persons convicted of first degree murder.
These laws demonstrate the state's initial stance on capital punishment.
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An act defining and providing for the punishment of certain crimestherein named

e

CHAPTER XXVIL

AN ACT defining and providing for the Punishment of certain Crimes therein
named.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas :

Tyenia, odavisted Section 1. Every person who shall be convicted of treason

against the State, shall suffer death.

Migeisionot,  SEC. 2. That misprision of treason shall consist in being a
party to any treasonable purpose against this State, or in having
and holding correspondence countenancing such treasonable pur-
pose, with any person or persons who shall be engaged in setting
the same upon foot against the State, or in having knowledge of
the existence of a treasonable purpose, or of an act of treason
against the State, and failing, speedily, to make the same known

Upon sonvistion, 10 the Governor of this State; and shall, upon conviction, be

Bew puaisted- " punished by confinement in the penitentiary for not less than one
nor more than ten years.

%{a’;{ym SEc. 8. Any citizen of this State who shall join any society

408 ate OF Organization, the object of which shall be to produce an insur-
oz U. B. Gov'h.

rection, or to revolutionize the government of this State or of the
United States, or shall furnish arms or military stores to the ene-
mies of this State or of the United States, knowing them to be
vpon. eonvietion, Such, shall, upon conviction, be punished by confinement in the
penitentiary for not less than one nor more than ten years.
what constitates  SEC. 4. Any person who shall, within the limits of this State,
misdemeanor. a = Sy Z
assist in raising the flag of any nation or body of men who are
at war with this State or the United States, or shall wear any
cockade, badge or device, intending thereby to show his sympa-
thy with, or his adherence to the enemies of this State or of the
tot  United States, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and,
" upon conviction before a justice of the peace, shall be punished
by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred
dollars.
fersnsmayve  Sg0. 5. Whenever either of the crimes described in the first,
eommittingthe  gonond and third sections of this act shall be committed by a cit-
Ne gen of this State, without the limits of the same, the person
charged therewith may be arrested, tried and punished in any
county in this State, within the limits of which he may be found,
and the offense may be charged to have been committed in the
county in which he is arrested.
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Cmar. 28.] ELEOTIONS, 138

SEc. 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from and When 1o take ot~
after its publication, in some paper published at the capital of the
State. :

Approved May 21, 1861.

I hereby certify that the above bill became a law, by publica-
tion in the ‘ Topeka State Record,” June 15, 1861.
J. W. ROBINSON,
Secretary of State.

CHAPTER XXVIIL

AN ACT to regulate Elections and to prescribe the qualifications of Voters,
and to prevent illegal voting.

“Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas :

SecrioN 1. That all elections hereafter to be held for State mow wsctions
district and county officers, shall be held and conducted in the " " "
manner prescribed in this act.

SEo. 2. That each township in the several counties shall com- Eaoh township
pose one election district, unless such township is now or shall sbull eonstitute
hereafter be divided, by law, into more districts than one ; the distriet.
election to be held at such place in such township or district as
the trustee, and any justice of the peace in each township, shall
direct, and each ward of any city that is or may be divided into
wards, shall compose one election district ; the elections therein
to be held at such places as the members of the city council may
direct, and in all elections held under this act, any three of said
councilmen shall serve as judges and perform the duties required
of the township trustees and justices of the peace, in like cases.

SEc. 8. That the trustee and any iwo justices of the peace wao shai be
shall be judges of all elections in their respective townships, and "% deetion.
shall have power to appoint two clerks for each election ; and,
should the said judges of such election, or either of them, fail to
meet at the place of holding the election, by the hour of eight
o’clock in the morning, then the eloctors present shall select from
their number, viva vace, one or more Judges of election, as the
case may be, who shall have all the powers and authority of the
Judges herein mentioned ; and, previous toreceiving any votes, the
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