
Delaware Indians to T. Hartley Crawford
This is a copy of a letter that Isaac McCoy sent on behalf of the Delaware Indians. McCoy was a missionary in
Indian Territory (present-day Kansas), and Crawford was Commissioner of Indian Affairs. In the letter, the
Delaware asked for government patents that would prove their ownership of their new lands in Indian Territory.
Apparently, some of their lands had also been claimed by Kansa Indians. The Delaware refer in this letter to a
treaty signed on September 24, 1829, and express their desire to be permanently settled in this new territory.
However, the Delaware did not enjoy a permanent home in Kansas--treaties in 1854 and 1860 diminished
Delaware lands and, in 1867, the Delaware were moved to present-day Oklahoma.  In sum, this letter highlights
the difficulties that Native Americans faced during the 19th century with regard to retaining control over the land
that they occupued.
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