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Wallace Gray to Governor William Avery

Wallace Gray, Kirk Chair of Philosophy, Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas writes Governor William
Avery of Topeka concerning civil rights legislation. Mr. Gray expresses his support for legislation that would
reduce discrimination of minorities at the local level. The letter describes an effort by college students to integrate
the downtown barbershops of Winfield and includes a one page report on that subject. A letter from the
Pre-Ministerial Club, Southwestern College, advocating civil rights legislation and the integration of the
barbershops of Kansas is also included. An effort to strengthen the Kansas Act Against Discrimination in the form
of a"Fair Housing Bill" (Senate Bill No. 166) was currently being considered by the legislature. Local concerns
such as these reflected a national debate on civil rights reform that resulted in the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.
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BAGKGROUND INFOSUMATION ON ATTEMPT
TO INTEGRATE WINFIELD BuaKBER SHOPS
by Vernon McDaniel

Director of Publicity
Southwestern College

With careful planning and prayerful consideratien, seven
Southwestern Collece pre=ministerial stucents and seven of their Negro
friends on February 12, 1965, attempted to integrate Winfield's down=

town barber shops.

After informing the nietration and with the unanimous approval
of the Student Council and Pre=Ministerial Cluky the students decided,
as their president put it, "to turn creeds into deeds,”

Their attempt waes not successful in thal no downtown Winfield barber

shop agreed te integrate, it was successful in the sense that

it apparently awakened the Wi

stote of Konsas to

the fact that segreg

in a state that is supposed
to be fully integrated,

Most Winfield ministers supported the move and several presented
their stand from the pulpit. At least one influential member of the

community who had not been in thy with the aetion of the

remarked that his minister's sermon convinced him that segregation in any

public place is wrong., This business executive is now using his influence

to convince the barbers and others in the community that
WIONG.
Support of the students' action has come from both within and outside
the community. There are also those whc oppose e
The students invelved belisve they have awakened Winfield and the
| state to a wrong that only the state's citizens can correct, They
seemingly have faith that the people of Kansas will take appropriate

action to correctly resolve this issue,.
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If there is anything our club or I c¢an do in personal
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