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Topeka, Kansas resident J. E. Foley writes the Kansas Legal Control Council of Wichita concerning the repeal of
the "Bone Dry" prohibition law originally passed in 1917. A more strict enforcement of the liquor law in 1946
prompted a discussion of itsrepeal. A proposition to repeal the law passed in the 1948 November general
election. Mr. Foley voted for repeal. He claims drinking became more common under prohibition. He outlines his
support of state-owned liquor stores verses local control of liquor by individual cities. Mr. Foley also considers
the effect of such laws on the poorer classes. Similar |etters sent to the governor consider prohibition in terms of

religious or political affiliation, race, class, gender, age, or labor force. The state legislature passed the Liquor
Control Act in 1949.
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J. E. Foley to the Kansas L egal Control Council
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Gentlemen:-

This te scknewledge receipt of ocard requestin, & pell vote on
the question of liquo: eontrel. There is not sufficient 8ps¢e on tae curd
to give &n opinien on this question e0 sm writing you e8 followsi=

1 voted for repesl becsuse I huve slwaye considered prohibition

[ 88 & curse on this suyntry..ihe Volstesd sot m:ede of ameries s nztiva eof

i whiskey drinkers., In the deye before tne Veletemc sot very few men would
walk into s bsr snd exll for <rink of wiilekey. Hoet men crsnk beer waich
in those duys wse fit to crimk &nd not the glop that i: being selc today,

i Also prior to Velstesd sct minors cigé not frequent bsrs, in frot they were

! not ullowed in the pluces snd if found there the owner wes fined . 500300

regardless of whethere he hsc solc snythlrg to minor or noty &t lesst tust

wes the lsw in Indisms &t thst time, Und r the present srrengement any

one who tikes the trouble c:n viseit &ny of the so-cslled taverms snd find

minors of both sexes being served.

1 am infevor of Lt:te Cwneg Liquor teres t8 the cest solution
of thie question. There shoulc be striet lswe s :inet selling to minors
or sllow minors te ebtuim liguer through &nether purt/y i.e., snyoné whe
g=ve or seld liquor te minor woulc be subject te stiff fine,

ing bootlugg‘rif'°r otzte Jlores beocsuse it is the oRly mesns of o batt

1 Juet returnec frem trip to Aichmond Im¢ where loesl eption
is the lew. Richmond 1¢ six milee from Chio line snc slxteen milee from
kston where Stste liguer etore is in operstion. In hicamond owlng te
tzexes ete hesped upon individusle oper=ting liquer ctores, & standasrd
bresnd of bended liquor sells for 173064 per fifthy in .sten st the Stute
Store ssme liquor ie eclc ot 5394 per fifth. Concenuently treffie is
hesvy soress th¢ Chio line. The deslers in hichmond sre st the merey of
bootleggers who uncersell them, I sek-d the men in anarge of store in
saton 1% bootlegging wes in evicence in Chie s tgeinet the vtute Stores
snd hie reply wse "o they zre cll in Indisns", if privete ownerenip
is legalizec in Kunsis the esme condition will exist and it will be found
the traffic between border towns snc . iuseuds will still be hesvy,

| Aleo if liquoer ie to be sold by crink at Clubs, Heotels,
ets., then it should bs sllowed to be sold by drimk witheut restriction
&8 to loostioms A poor men who ¢snnot afford to beleong te Club should
heve the scme opportunity to buy by the drink ss the men whe csn afford
his Club., Also if this provision ie legslized, i.e., permit to sell in
Clubs ete, 1t will not be long until we will hive & repetition of
conditions that existed when I first cswe to Topeks 44 years sgo wiien
—— were not good to s:y the lecet. Im order to join & elub sll thst wes
necesesry to belong wsa to pay 25 ote for key and you were & member.

i Knecs Ave wee lined with so-eslled olubs where liquer wss sold over
] the htl'.
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Therefore besed on my experience before snc during prohibition
1 am in favor of the folleowing:-

No locsl eptien,

Stzte owner liquor stores where pscksge liquer is seld.
Frivately eperzted bars where liquor is esold by drink,

Removel of restrictions on menufucture snd esle of beer having
proper slcohelie contenty at lemet 5.,

Ne stle to miners in sither csee snd stiff penslties for ssle or
permitting miners to visit plicee whnere liquor is wvold,

In bars where liquor eold by drink, ne musie, cards, or d:sneing,

permitted,.
Yours truly
A
421 Herrison . / &;’biﬁ&’(#i;f"

Copy to iidm Ir J L l:zttimore
Jaumes rorter
Gev Frsnk Carleomy”
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