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Annie (Le Porte) Diggs

A portrait of Annie (Le Porte) Diggs, who was born in 1848 in Canada to an American mother and French father.
Two years later the family moved to New Jersey, where she attended school. Diggs moved to Lawrence, Kansas,
in 1873 and married Alvin S. Diggs shortly thereafter. While in Kansas, Diggs began to attend the local Unitarian
Church and developed a strong sense of moral responsibility that prompted her to work for temperance and
women's suffrage. During 1882, Diggs and her husband published the newspaper Kansas Liberal, and beginning
in 1890 she was the associate editor of the Alliance Advocate. Asaradical reformer seeking to wipe out
injustice, Diggs also allied herself with the Farmer's Alliance, aiding in the creation of the People's (Populist)
Party, serving on the Populist National Committee, and supporting the fusion of the Populist and Democratic
partiesin the 1898 election. Throughout this time she continued to work actively for women's voting rights and
served in the Kansas Equal Suffrage Association. 1n 1898, she was appointed the state librarian of Kansas, and
she was also elected president of Kansas Press Women in 1905. Diggs moved to New Y ork City in 1906, where
she worked on two publications: The Story of Jerry Simpson (1908) and Bedrock (1912). She relocated to Detroit,
Michigan, in 1912 and died there on September 7, 1916.
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