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until the purchaser has brought it into a good paying condition, and has
secured a comfortable home for his family and himself.

It has been demonstrated in hundreds of cases, on the lands comprising
their grant, that a man, with a little means to make a start with, can improve
his farm and bring it to the highest state of cultivation, can build him a
‘good house, and surround himself with the comforts of life, and pay for all
these, and the cost of his land besides, out of its products, by the time the
whole of the principal is payable. And in order to give the man of small
means, who could not hope to do this elsewhere, the opportunity to accom-
plish it here, this company inaugurated the system of LOW PRICES, LOW
INTEREST, AND LONG CREDIT for its lands. The lands can be bought from
one and a half to eight dollars an acre. In order that the purchaser may
use his money on the land, a credit of eleven years is given at a rate of
interest lower than is demanded in any of the Western States.

By availing themselves of these generous advantages, which this company
was the first to offer, hundreds who might have earned only a bare living
from day to day, or who would have passed their lives as tenants on the
farms of others, have secured for themselves farms and homes of their own,
and are to-day prosperous and thriving men.

SCHEDULE OF TERMS.

TeErMS No. 1 is on elewen years’ credit with seven per cent. interest.
The first payment at date of purchase is one-tenth of the principal and
seven per cent. interest on the remainder. At the end of the first and
second year only the interest at seven per cent. is paid; and the third year
and each year thereafter one-tenth of the principal, with seven per cent.
interest on the balance, is paid annually until the whole is paid.

EXAMPLE,

On one hundred and sixty acres at $5 an acre, bought January 1st, 1876,
the payments would be as follows: —

Date of Payments, Principal. | Interest. Total.

Jan. 1 1876, (date of purchase)seecececssiininsnisisnnnas $80.00 $s0.40 $130.40
B A R R S P e B e e P T 50.40 50.40

o i 5040 50.40

" 44-80 124.80

e 39.20 I19.20

o 33.00 113.60

i 28.00 108.00

L 22.40 102.40

i 16.80 096.80

““ 11.20 QL.20

“ 5.60 85.60

& Vensaasen 80.00
Total of payments at end of 11 years...o.oviessenassasanns $800.00 $352.80 $1,152.80

TERMS No. 2. Eleven years with seven per cent. interest. No part of
the principal due for four years. During the first four years only the
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and family, and such household goods and stock as you may determine to
bring; for the first small payment on the land purchased; for buildings
and other improvements; for farming tools and provisions until you can
raise and grow and sell a crop.

THINGS TO LEAVE.

It is not advisable to transport heavy or bulky material any great dis-
tance. Agricultural implements adapted to the soil of the region, and
household goods in all their variety, can be purchased here as cheaply as in
the Eastern or Middle States, after adding the cost of transportations
Cattle and horses should not be brought, unless of some superior class, as
ordinary breeds can be purchased for much less than they could be landed
here. : '

HALF FARE TO FAMILIES OF PURCHASERS.

Purchasers of our land, moving to their lands with their families, can
obtain tickets for themselves and the members of their family at our offices
in Atchison or Kansas City for one half the regular rale, upon presenting
their contract for land bought of the Company, or a receipt for the first
payment. ;

Tickets will be sold under this arrangement to all points between Cotton.
wood and Kinsley on the main line of the road. Parties moving into
‘Wichita Branch can buy these tickets to Newton, and pay local fare from
Newton to destination,

Land seekers will notice how much better this arrangement is than that
of paying the whole amount for the tickets, and then having to go through
the tedious and annoying process of getting a portion of the money back
again,

EXPLORING TICKETS.

Land Explorers’ Tickets can be purchased at the Company’s offices in
“Atchison and Kansas City, and of our principal State and county agents, a
list of which will be found in another part of this book.

A certificate will be given to each purchaser of a Land Explorers’ Ticket,
containing the following agreement : —

“In consideration that the party to whom this Certificate is issued shall,
within sixty days from the date of this Certificate, purchase one hundred
and sixty acres of the Lands of the Railroad Company, on the terms pro-
posed in either of its terms of sale, numbered 1, 3 or 4, and surrender
this Certificate, the said Railroad Company will allow such person on the
first payment on such contract the sum of (being the sum stated in the
certificate), or one-half of said amount in case eighty acres are purchased ; °
or one-fourth of said amount in case forty acres are purchased ; and if the
purchaser prefers to make his purchase under the terms numbered 2,
one-half of the above amount will be allowed. But one rebate will be
allowed on any one purchase of land.”

5
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TABLE VIIL

LINE-EXHIBIT OF INCREASE OF NUMBER OF SHEEP FROM 1865 To 1875,

SCALE : 30,000 head to an inch.

' 1865 82,662,

1870

1875

106,224,

It is probable that the census of 1870 showed a larger number of sheep
than would have been the case had the facts been collected as carefully as in
1875. In other words, we doubt whether there are now fewer sheep in the
State than there were then.

TABLE IX.

LINE-EXHIBIT OF INCREASE OF HORSES FROM 1865 To 1875.
BCALE ¢ 6o,000 head to an inch,

1865 82,469.

1870

117,786.

1875

207,376.

There is no valid reason why Kansas should not rank among the first
States in the Union for stock raising. It is the uniform testimony of those
who have had experience in the Eastern States that our nutritious native
grasses are unsurpassed for butter and cheese. The cured hay does not
seem to retain the nutritious qualities of the green grass ; and it is necessary
to feed more or less grain during the winter. The buffalo grass on the
plains affords good stock range all winter.

The Fourth Annual Report of the Board of Agriculture gives several
letters from the chief sheep-raisers of the State. We reproduce parts of
three or four of these letters : —

i * AGRICULTURAL CoLLEGE FARM, Manhattan, Nov, 13, 1875,

/ “Dear Stk: I am very glad to do anything within my power for the
advancement of sheep husbandry in this State; for I believe that Kansas
possesses certain natural advantages which, when our people are properly
educated, will make it one of the ¢ great wool-growing states.” I say, ‘when
our people are properly educated,’ for wool growing is a different matter
from growing corn or wheat, or cattle herding ; it demands a good degree
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of natural taste and special knowledge of the work, and the difficulties ta
be encountered in it. The considerable successes, no less than the disas-
trous failures that have been made in wool-growing in this part of the State,
will, T think, bear me out in this statement. Without attempting to reply to
your questions in the order in which they are propounded, I will endeavor
to answer as fully as secems suited to your purpose.

“First, among the ‘peculiar advantages’ possessed by Kansas in this
matter of sheep husbandry must be mentioned its climate. It is well
known, both in Colorado and Kansas, that the dry atmosphere and sail of
these regions are not only preventive, but a specitic of some of the worst
‘complaints to which sheep are subject, notably foot-rot and catarrh. I am
told that the attacks of the @strus owa are also unknown. The great
extent of unoccupied ‘range, covered with abundant grasses, found in
every township, the abundance of excellent water, and the exceeding cheap-
ness of hay for winter forage, must also be placed among the advantages
possessed by our State in this matter. ]

“DBut sheep husbandry as practiced East, namely, as part of a system of
a farm management, is hardly possible in Kansas, except in rare cases.
‘Here, sheep must be kept in considerable herds, with the herdsman con-
stantly in attendance, and the range must not be limited. The reasons for
this are, 1st, the abundance of dogs, wolves and coyotes ; 2d, expense of
fencing ; 8d, and most important, the general absence of ‘tame grasses’ in
Kansas, and impossibility of pasturing closely the native grasses without
destroying them. e .

¢ Sheep introduced from the East should reach here as soon as possible
after shearing, in order that they may become accustomed to our grasses
while they are juicy and palatable. The commonest of all mistakes, and
the prime cause of nine-tenths of the failures with sheep in Kansas, is
neglect in this matter. The sheep, as purchased of Eastern farmers, are
generally * broken-mouthed,” worn out specimens. These, arriving in the
State late in the season, weary and exhausted from the long journey, are
turned loose upon the prairies to fecd upon the dry grass. Itis not sur--
prising that, under such circumstances, whole flocks frequently perish the
first winter after their arrival.

“In this latitude sheep should receive the protection of good sheds
during the winter months, and the grass around the winter sheds should
be allowed to attain as heavy growth as possible, so as to furnish feed dur-
ing the fine weather of winter. To best accomplish this it will generally be
found desirable to have the summer ‘corral’ and winter sheds a consid-
erable distance apart. For sound and healthy sheep hay will generally be
found a sufficient winter food, but aged sheep and lambs should have a little
grain every day, and will pay well for such extra care.

“Respectfully yours,
“E. M. SHELTON.”

Under date of November 13, 1875, Mr. D. N. Barnes writes from
Leavenworth : —

“T raised sheep in New York, and have kept them in Michigan, Illinois,
Towa and Kansas, and find that the climate of Kansas is the best for the

urpose I have tried. My loss has been less than one per cent. annually
From natural causes, and almost absolute freedom from disease.

“ Sheep need open sheds here, with range, summer and winter. Will
fatten on any of the tame grasses or hay, but if kept on prairie hay should
have one pound of corn per head a day.”
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C. G. Stone, Esq., of Peabody, Marion County, says: —

% My experience with both fine and coarse wool sheep is greatly in favor
of the West as a locality, especially Kansas.

“ My choice of shec? are the American Merinos ; and I think the same
of them as you write of the Berkshire pig, the purer the blood the better.
Fine sheep are like fine pigs, they require good care; though I would not
recommend every farmer to raise thoroughbred sheep, as we are too far
from market for mutton, wool being the principal object, but would advise
the use of thoroughbred rams on grade ewes, as, in that way, flocks and
‘quality of wool can be improved with slight expense. Grade Merinos will
stand herding in large flocks better than any other sheep, as they require
less care and attention, and will clip more wool.

¢ One great advantage in this State is that we can raise as much wool on
land worth from five to ten dollars per acre as can be produced in New
York on land costing one hundred dollars per acre; and we can send our
wool to their market for three cents per pound.

“ Another advantage is, no grass- is so well adapted to sheep raising as
that on the wild prairie uplands, these uplands being a sure cure for the
foot-rot so prevalent in the Eastern States; and for protection from cold
winds and storms a few poles covered with hay or straw, which many
farmers burn to get out of the way, answers an admirable purpose. Every
farmer in the State of Kansas can keep one sheep to every acre of land he
owns and in no way interfere with his farming and crops, converting every
straw that grows on his farm into wool and the best of manure.

% My experience with sheep in Kansas for five years past is quite as
favorable, if not more so, than formerly in the State of New York."”

A MAMMOTH HERD.

One of the largest and most interesting experiments at stock farming on
a mammoth scale in this country, says a writer in the New Vork Times, is
that which was instituted, some three years ago, in the then uninhabited
region of Kansas, by Mr. George Grant, of London, England. Mr. Grant’s
estate is known as the Victoria Colony, and is situated in Ellis County,
Kansas, 250 miles west of Kansas City. In 1873 Mr. Grant, who was then
in this country, was induced to visit that region, with a view to investing in
real estate ; and after travelling over various portions of Kansas, finally
settled at the point named, and purchased the greater part of Ellis County.
His first purchase gave him an area of 250 square miles, to which he has
since added several other purchases, so that he now owns probably the
largest tract of land ever owned by any one individual in this country.

In the matter of stock farming Mr. Grant’s experiment has been upon a
very large scale and eminently successful. Although his crops for the first
year were nearly destroyed by grasshoppers, that did not materially inter-
fere with the feeding of cattle upon the buffalo grass of the plains, which
is-affirmed to be the most nutritious grass that grows, even more so than
the famous blue grass of Kentucky. Mr. Grant’s specialty is sheep. He
began about eighteen months ago with a flock of 3,555 breeding ewes and
sixty long-woolled English rams of the highest pedigree and {rom the first
flocks in England, consisting of Oxford Downs, Leicesters, Lincolns,
Cotswolds and Southdowns. * Taking the past year as an average of the
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next ten years, the profits of this flock, allowing fifteen per cent. less than
shown in the last year’s increase, will amount to at least $2,000,000, on the
plan of reinvesting yearly two-thirds of the proceeds of the sales of wool,
‘mutton, wethers, &c., in the purchase of fresh breeding ewes.

Farming is also being carried on by Mr. Grant on an equally extensive
scale, the crops being used only for the feeding of his own stock. The past
season’s crop has been very successful in rye, wheat, oats and Hungarian
grass. One eighty-acre field of the latter produced no less than 476 tons of
hay and 5114 bushels of seed. The price of Mr. Grant’s lands is from $2
to $10. Most of the lands purchased, up to the present time, have been of
the highest grade, well supplied with water and wood on the banks of the
streams.

Mr. Grant thus writes, under date of Dec. 20, 1871, to Alired Gray, Esq.,
the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture : —

“ DEAR Sir: In reply to your inquiries, I have great pleasure in laying
before you a statement of my experience in sheep husbandry at Victoria
for the past year, together with an abstract of expenses and returns con-
nected therewith for the same period.

The winter of last year, although an unusually stormy one for Kansas,
proved exceedingly favorable for sheep, and, in fact, for stock of all kinds.
With the exception of three or four days in January, I might say that my
sheep were never confined for a single day in corrals, They grazed on the
open prairie all day long, feeding in the ravines and broken ground, while
the weather continued cold. I fed about one-half pound crushed corn to
each sheep while the snow remained on the ground; but this supply was
not given regularly until about two months before lambing, when all the
breeding ewes were fed daily, and the allowance increased. I found this
method, although a little expensive, corn being so high in price last year,
to be of incalculable benefit. It preserved old ewes, which otherwise would
have succumbed to the cold. Itincreased the wool clip, and gave the ewes
an opportunity of raising strong, healthy lambs. To good substantial
shelter, proper attention, and moderate corn feeding is due the low rate of
mortality I had among the sheep last winter. Constant care is, of course,
highly requisite to make sheep raising a success. Extra attention, however,
is amply rewarded. even at the end of the first year. The wool realizes
more than is sufficient to repay expenses, leaving a surplus over to meet
current expenditure. The following is an abstract of my expenses and
wool returns for the first year, which includes everything, herding, shearing,
cost of dipping ingredients, &c.: Number of sheep, 5,907 ; year’s expenses,
$3,800.05; cost per head, 66 cents; wool returns, $5,436.85; surplus,
$1,546.80.

“To the above number I have since added 1,500 additional breeding
ewes, and I think that, for the current year, I can furnish you with different
results.

It would be difficult to determine, there being so much controversy on
the subject, which is really the best kind of sheep for Kansas. Although I
have changed my ideas in some respects relative to the different breeds of
sheep raised in America, yet I will always maintain that a cross between
the graded Merino ewes and English rams, such as the Oxford Downs,
Southdowns, Lincolns, &c., produce a sheep which will never fail to be ir
demand in the market, and whose wool will find a readier sale than that of
the fine-bred Merino. = 'What we want in this country, in short in any
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country, but more especially in this, is 'a wool which will nfeet not the
requirements of a few, but that of the mass of the population. Such a wool
is the one I describe. Let the Eastern States, whose close proximity to
the woolen factories, cheap transportation and superior advantages in feed-
ing and handling, continue to raise the fine-wooled sheep. It will pay them
and at the same time supply the wants of the nation; but on the plains,
where the country is unsettled, where land is so cheap, grass and water so
abundant, we have advantages for entering into the industry which they
never can embrace in a thickly-populated country. I do not know a State
in the Union so well adapted for sheep husbandry as Kansas, or any which
is destined in the future to take such a prominent position in this particular
industry. If Colorado, with her meagre herbage of bunch grass, Califor-
nia, with her injurious sand burrs, hot and rainy seasons, or Texas, with
her brush and galling insects, prove to be a desirable home for the sheep,
why should not Kansas, with her rich, rolling prairies of buffalo grass, her
pure streams and dry, genial climate, prove doubly conducive to the raising
of an animal so essentially necessary for the clothing of mankind? The
industries of Kansas are yet in their infancy, but every year reveals more
or less of her large resources. Her efforts at agriculture have occasionally
been thwarted, but her adaptation for stock raising has not been yet
questioned. Yours very respectfully,

“GEORGE GRANT, B.D.”

THE STRONGEST EVIDENCE.

THE CHOICE OF SETTLERS.

Generally persons intending to settle in the West carefully canvass the
claims of various States and sections before buying land. The lands of
this Company have been chosen from all others by many hundreds of
purchasers. [Kansas leads all other States in the ratio of increase of popu-
lation, and returns from the section of Kansas through which the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fé Railroad runs show that the lands here spoken of are
the choice of settlers, In his report to the stockholders in 1874, President
Nickerson says: —

“The population is rapidly increasing along the road. Indeed, the ratio
of increase is greater there than in any other part of the State. According
to the tables of the last Report of the State Board of Agriculture, Kansas
had, in 1870, a population of 364.234, and, in 1874, it had 530,367. The
increase in the four years was 166,113, or about forty-six per cent. But
the same tables show that in thirteen of the eighteen counties through
which our road runs, the increase was 41,221 (from 64,440 to 105,661), or
more than sixty-four per cent.

“We here present the figures which show the increase of the cultivated
area along our line, They are taken from the last report of the State
Board of Agriculture, and show the grow?k of a single year.

* In the State at large in 1873 there were 8,081,957 acres under cultiva-
tion, In 1874 there were 3,669,769 acres, an increase of 638,812 acres, or
twenty-one per cent. Butin ten of the counties on our road the cultivated
area, which in 1873 was 561,785 acres, had increased to 711,248 acres ; an
increase of 140,463 acres, or about tiizty per cent. In the other counties,
which are mostly new, the ratio is larger ; but it is not reckoned here,”

& ;
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THE MENNONITES.

There were 6,356 of these emigrants from Russia that came to this coun-
try in 1874. Of that number Dakota received 1,000, Nebraska 400, the
Eastern States 750, and Kansas 2,980. Thus, it will be seen that Kansas
has taken one-half of the immigration, and the prospect is that the main
body as it comes over will settle in that young and most promising State.
They have purchased 150,000 acres of land in Southern Kansas, in the
Arkansas Valley, stretching through five counties, for the most of which
they paid cash, and for the remainder getting five and eleven years’ time.
The Atchison, Topeka & Santa I'é Railroad Company, from which they
made their purchases, has assisted them in the most liberal manner, erect-
ing several large reception houses for them, 200 feet long, which are to
serve until they can build for themselves. The Arkansas River, which
runs southeasterly through Southern Kansas, waters a high rolling prairie
country, the soil in part being similar to that of the famous Blue Gra.s;
Region of Kentucky, and producing according to its elevation corn and
wheat and the grasses that are so admirably adapted to stock and dairying
purposes. Guadanau, in Marion County, is so far their chief settlement, -
its name signifying the “Vale of Peace.” Thirty dwellings are already
erected and occupied; the greater part being constructed in the style of
the homes they left in Russia. Not far from Newton, where the Railroad
Company has put up temporary shelter for them, they have erected sixty
four houses. They have built a dam and a grist-mill at Halstead, eight
miles west of Newton, at a cost of $20,000, and a hotel in addition. This
is expected to become their chief husiness centre, at least for a time.

ABOUT SCHOOLS.

This is a question which every Kansan answers with special pride.
The youth of this commonwealth need not go “a thousand miles from
home” to obtain a thorough practical or even classical education, for,
to the credit of our law-makers be it said, in no department is a more
generous liberality manifested than in the cause of popular education.

Aside from the common schools, Kansas boasts of several institutions
of a higher order, foremost among which stands the State University, at
Lawrence, with an eminently competent faculty, and occupying a build-
ing second in size only to the State University of Michigan. At Topeka
we have Washburn College and the Episcopal Female Seminary; at
Manbattan the Agricultural College; at Emporia and Levenworth each
a Normal School. Institutions are maintained also for the education.of
the blind and the deaf mute. Business Colleges are in existance in
most of the large towns of the State.
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and in tassel, the latter said to be an average of an eighty-acre field, from
which it was taken, ., . . In this valley and on to Wichita the crops sur-
passed anything 1 have ever seen. — Huntington (Ind) Herald.

While we would not advise our citizens who have good homes to abandon
them, yet we must acknowledge that the Arkansas Valley presents superior
advantages to farmers of small means. — Princeton (Mo.) Advance.

For 352 miles along the great Valley of the Arkansas, no better nor more
productive soil exists on this broad continent of ours ; grains, vegetables
and fruits of all kinds grow luxuriantly, The question has been asked me
with regard to fruit, &c. I have only to say that where the country has
been settled fruits of all kinds, such as apples, pears, peaches, grapes and
small fruits, grow in abundance. — De W¥itt ({a.) Observer.

The lands along the Valley of the Arkansas River are splendid for
farming, and from the enormous crops raised there it is claimed to be the
most productive part of Kansas. From thirty to fifty bushels of corn to
the acre on newly-broken ground is the average, Oats from twenty to fifty
bushels. Vines of all kinds, potatoes, beets, peas, lettuce, and every kind
of plants, give enormous returns. Osage orange seed sown for hedges on
the sod produce plants from three to five feet high. West of Dodge City
is one of the finest grazing countries in the world. Thousands and thousands
of cattle are supported there.. We saw one herd which contained at least
5000 head. The climate of Kansas is especially fine, sickness being rare.
Taken all in all, Kansas is one of the best States in the Union, and we
advise every young man seeking a home to take the advice of Horace
Greeley, and go to the Valls’y of the Arkansas, and grow up with the
couniry. — Quincy ({2l.) Herald, e

We can only say of Kansas that it is undoubtedly one of the most pro-
ductive States of the Union. In our State of Indiana it requires years of
hard labor before we can boast of being in possession of a ferm. Quite
different is it in the Cottonwood or Arkansas Valley. There the husband-
man in the second year harvests a full crop. . . . Your correspondent, in
conclusion, holds it to be his duty to express his conviction that for the
emigrant seeking a home there is no more promising region than Kansas.
All products find ready sale at good prices. Facilities of communication
Ex-re g(:;d, and the climate superior,— Correspondent Indianapoiis (Ifnd.)

erald. .

The atmosphere, particularly in the upper Arkansas Valley, is dry, pure
and refreshing, and is peculiarly favorable for those suffering from affections
of the lungs. The winters are short, snows are not frequent, and remain
but a short time on the ground. In the summer, during the hottest days,
a cool breeze prevails, and the nights are always cool and refreshing. —
Elyria (0.) Volksfreund.

In the various settlements founded but a few years ago, fruit is grown of
such astonishing height and voluptiousness as we never see it in Ohio.
The land — a so-called alluvial soil —is in the highest degree productive,
and needs but the plow to yield rich harvests. The climate is mild and
exceedingly healthful, the atmosphere pure. The entire immense country
seems to be intended by Providence for the future garden of Kansas. The
A. T.&S. F. R. R. Co., whose line traverses these plains, puts all levers
into action to lend a helping hand to the new settlers. — Cincinnati (Ohio)
Volksfreund.

In a public hall at Wichita, Sedgwick County, June 24th, were arranged
on exhibition, as the products of that immediate vicinity, four varieties of
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